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Pastoral Epistles: Session 10

Text: 1 Timothy 5:17-25 
I. How To Treat an Elder (5:17-21)

“Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who 
labor in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it 
treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.” Do not admit a charge against 
an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. As for those who persist in sin, 
rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear. In the presence of God 
and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels I charge you to keep these rules without 
prejudging, doing nothing from partiality.” (1 Timothy 5:17–21, ESV)

A. Who to Honor: Elders/Overseers (v. 17)
1. ________ well (proestotes [perfect tense])
2. ________ in preaching & teaching

B. How to Honor: Double Honor (v. 17)
1. double: _______ as great or many
2. honor: something given or received as ____________
3. How should we interpret this phrase?

a. honor as elders, extra honor as those who rule excellently.
b. ample pay, better remuneration, twice the salary they get
c. twice as much “honor” as widows, or twice as great a portion of the 

firstfruits as widows
d. honor as brothers and honor as rulers; or honor on account of age 

and honor on account of office.
e. honor and honorarium. They should receive both _________ and 

_____________ reward
C. Example of Honor:  (v. 18)

1. an ______
“You shal l not muzzle an ox when i t is t reading out the 
grain.” (Deuteronomy 25:4, ESV)

2. a __________
“no bag for your journey, or two tunics or sandals or a staff, for the laborer 
deserves his food.” (Matthew 10:10, ESV)

D. Rebuking an Elder (vv. 19-20)
1. do not charge an elder without proper ___________
2. if guilty, rebuke ____________

a. those who __________ in sin
b. that all may __________

3. charges to be carried before God without ____________
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"...uninfluenced by any sinful subjective considerations, guided only by the 
objective standard of the truth as revealed by God, and “doing nothing from 
partiality (or favoritism),” leaning neither toward this nor toward that side, neither 
toward the accuser nor toward the accused, until all the important facts in each 
concrete case have been fully established.” - William Hendriksen

II. Caution in Ordaining Elders (5:22-25)
“Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in the sins of others; keep yourself 
pure. (No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your 
frequent ailments.) The sins of some people are conspicuous, going before them to 
judgment, but the sins of others appear later. So also good works are conspicuous, and 
even those that are not cannot remain hidden.” (1 Timothy 5:22–25, ESV)

A. Concerning Ordaining Elders
1. laying on of _________ (ordination)
2. partaking in other's ________
3. keep _________

B. Parenthetical Considerations: drink a little medicinal wine
C. Concerning sins and deeds of Elders

1. sins of men _________ for office
a. conspicuous sins
b. inconspicuous sins

2. deeds of men _________ for office
a. conspicuous deeds
b. inconspicuous deeds

D. Considerations concerning inconspicuous sins and deeds:
1. both will be reveled in _________ time
2. careful examination will lead to _________ conclusions

"For the encouragement of Timothy, who, as has been shown, was rather timid, Paul is 
trying to establish this point: if he will but exercise due caution, and will not be hasty in 
ordaining men to office, he will have good elders in the churches of Ephesus and 
vicinity.” - William Hendriksen
E. Discussion:

1. From what we have seen in the context of this passage, how important is an 
elder to the local church?

2. Paul's warning concerning ordaining elders is significant, how can we heed 
the warnings, yet carry out the command to ordain elders?
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For Next Week:
1. Read 1 Timothy through one time
2. Re-read 1 Timothy 6 and meditate on these questions:

• What is contentment as defined in scripture?
• What things should a men or woman of God flee or pursue?
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