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Pastoral Epistles: Session 11

Text: 1 Timothy 6:1-10 
I. What About Slaves? (6:1-2)

“Let all who are under a yoke as bondservants regard their own masters as worthy of all 
honor, so that the name of God and the teaching may not be reviled. Those who have 
believing masters must not be disrespectful on the ground that they are brothers; rather they 
must serve all the better since those who benefit by their good service are believers and 
beloved. Teach and urge these things.” (1 Timothy 6:1–2, ESV)

A. The Roman world was full of slaves. 
1. City of Rome: 1/3 of the inhabitants where slaves 
2. They had become slaves: 

a. as prisoners of war
b. as condemned men
c. through debt
d. through kidnaping 
e. sold into slavery by their parents
f. born into slavery

3. Often slaves had their own slaves
B. Roman law did not forbid the master to treat his slaves harshly. They could be 

condemned to hard labor, chained, severely lashed, branded upon the forehead (for 
instance, if they were considered thieves or runaways), or even crucified.

C. A slave might be permitted to buy his freedom with a sum of money which he had 
been able gradually to accumulate through the liberality of the master or as a result 
of “extra” services, and which by this slave was then, amid ceremonies occurring on 
the day of emancipation, given to the god, from whom, as it were, he received his 
freedom and to whom he felt himself thereafter forever indebted. Often slaves were 
set free by the master’s last will.

D. With the entrance of the Christian religion into the fabric of Roman society, difficult 
problems arose. It is not surprising, therefore, that Paul deals with various phases of 
slavery in passages such as the one now under consideration and also in the 
following:
“Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere 
heart, as you would Christ, not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as 
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, rendering service with a 
good will as to the Lord and not to man, knowing that whatever good anyone does, 
this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free. 
Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is 
both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with 
him.” (Ephesians 6:5–9, ESV)
“Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of 
eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from 
the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord 
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Christ. For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is 
no partiality. Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also 
have a Master in heaven.” (Colossians 3:22–4:1, ESV)
“Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to 
be well-pleasing, not argumentative,” (Titus 2:9, ESV)

E. How this passage fits into the context of this section:
1. changes the ______-___________ attitude of the false teachers
2. deals with the issue of slavery from a Christ ___________ perspective

F. How Paul deals with the issue of Slavery:
1. He avoids ____________
2. He advocated neither ___________ ___________ by the slaves nor the 

________________ of the status quo
3. He aimed with the law of indirection to destroy the very ____________ of 

slavery
a. This method, though for a while maintaining “slavery” in outward form, 

was, nevertheless, the surest and most commendable way of working 
toward the final goal of complete abolition of this gruesome, inhuman 
institution. 

b. He aimed to destroy slavery without waging a ________ to do so!
G. Let see how this looks with Paul's words:

1. let slaves __________ their master (v. 1)
2. let masters __________ their slaves (v. 2)
3. God is not a ___________ of persons (v. 1)

H. Discussion:
1. Do you think the "Law of Indirection" is something we can use in all 

controversial issues?
2. Is it ever right to use extreme measure to fight our societal evils?

II. False Teachers Again? (6:3-5)
“If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, he is puffed up with conceit and 
understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about 
words, which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, and constant friction among 
people who are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a 
means of gain.” (1 Timothy 6:3–5, ESV)

A. Different-Doctrine Teachers
1. Their ____________

a. Do not agree with the __________ words of Jesus
b. Do not teach what ____________ with godliness
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2. Their _______________
a. Puffed up with conceit & understand ____________
b. Unhealthy craving for ________________
c. Seeking to gain _______________ from godliness

B. Discussion:
1. Does doctrine affect behavior?
2. Is there ever room for interpretational disagreements without disagreeing with 

the sound words of Jesus and what accords with godliness?
III. What is Great Gain? (6:6-10)

“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we 
cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be 
content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.” (1 Timothy 6:6–10, ESV)

A. But, how is Great Gain Defined?
1. ____________ + ______________
2. Brought nothing _______…will take nothing __________
3. Content with ________ & __________

B. Warning to Those Who Desire Riches and Love Money:
1. Fall into _____________ and _________ (9)
2. Wonder away from the __________ (10)

C. Discussion:
1. Why is money the root of all evil?
2. Is it wrong to invest money and become rich?

For Next Week:
1. Read 1 Timothy through one time
2. Re-read 1 Timothy 6 and meditate on these questions:

• What is contentment as defined in scripture?
• What things should a men or woman of God flee or pursue?
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