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Pastoral Epistles: Session 7

Text: 1 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
I. Mystery of Godliness (3:14-16)
“I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, if I delay, you may 
know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a 
pillar and buttress of the truth. Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was 
manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, 
believed on in the world, taken up in glory.” (1 Timothy 3:14–16, ESV)

A. Paul's Purpose in Writing:
1. Paul hopes to see Timothy but may be delayed
2. The urgency of the moment warrants immediate action

a. know how to __________ in the church
b. become a ________ and ______________ for the truth

B. What is the Mystery of Godliness?
1. A ____________ of the truth
2. A mystery nonetheless, regarding __________ ____________

a. manifested in the flesh
b. vindicated by the Spirit
c. seen by angels
d. proclaimed among the nations
e. believed in the world
f. taken up to glory

C. Discussion:
1. Why is this a mystery?
2. How important are doctrinal confessions in the life of the believer?

II. Some Will Depart From the Faith (4:1-5)
“Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting 
themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through the insincerity of liars 
whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that 
God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. For 
everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.” (1 Timothy 4:1–5, ESV)

A. Holy Spirit's Revelation:
1. Some will ___________ from the faith
2. Their departure consists of:

a. devoting themselves to deceitful ________ & teachings of 
__________

b. forbidding to _________
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c. ________________ from foods
B. Why is this a departure from faith?

1. All God created should be received with ________________ (by believers)
2. Everything God created is __________, and should not be __________ if 

received with thanksgiving
3. All is made holy by the __________ and ___________

C. Discussion:
1. Because God has created all things good, does that mean that we can and 

should partake in everything without restraint if we do so by faith and 
thanksgiving?

2. What makes something unholy so that it should not be received by God's 
people?

For Next Week:
1. Read all of 1 Timothy through once again
2. Re-read 1 Timothy 4-6 meditating on the following:

a. Characteristics of godliness
b. How to relate to one another in the church, particularly, to the opposite sex 

and to people in different life stages
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