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Pastoral Epistles: Introduction

Pastoral Epistles
I. General

A. Descriptive phrase used in modern biblical study to designate the letters known as 1 
and 2 Timothy and Titus. 

B. In Christian tradition these three writings have been grouped together since the 
_____ _______________.

C. They are addressed to ____________ rather than to _____________
D. However, the ______________ at the end of each letter assumes a group of readers 
E. In general, the letters offer advice to their recipients about: 

1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    

II. Author and Title
A. The ______ ______ of each book clearly states that Paul is the author, and this was 

universally affirmed until the nineteenth century.
B. In the last 200 years a significant shift has occurred in biblical scholarship so that 

many today ________ that Paul actually wrote 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, or Titus.
C. Critics point to ways in which these three letters (the “Pastoral Epistles”) differ from 

Paul’s other letters in ______, ________, ______, church order, and the way in 
which Paul is portrayed.

D. However, such arguments ______ to carry conviction, and there is ____ persuasive 
reason to deny that Paul wrote these letters.

III. Date of Writing
A. Some critics have suggested that 1 Timothy & Titus do not seem to fit into the 

narrative of Acts.
B. The traditional position, however, has been that Paul was ____________ from his 

first Roman imprisonment (the one mentioned at the close of Acts), and did 
__________ mission work (4th Missionary Journey), and was then __________ a 
second time, leading to his execution.

C. So, approximate date for each:
1.    
2.    
3.    
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1 Timothy
I. Author and Recipient

A. Author: Paul (1 Tim 1:1)
B. Recipient: Timothy (1 Tim 1:2)
C. Who is Timothy?

1. Timothy was a native of _________, a Roman colony in the province of 
Galatia.

2. The son of a _________ marriage, his father was a _______ and his mother 
was a ______.

3. Little is known about his father, who seems ______ to have become a 
Christian, but his mother and grandmother must have been converted as a 
result of Paul’s visit to Lystra on his _______ missionary journey.

4. From his childhood, they had ____________ Timothy in the Jewish 
Scriptures, and they were undoubtedly influential in Timothy’s own conversion 
to Christianity.

5. When Paul returned to Lystra on his second missionary journey, some of the 
Christians called his attention to this young believer and Paul ___________ 
to take him along on his journey.

6. Two specific actions seem to have taken place at this time. 
a. Since Paul would be evangelizing Jews, he _____________ Timothy 

according to Jewish custom.
b. Paul and the elders of the church _________ their hands upon 

Timothy to set him apart and equip him for ministry.
7. Timothy ____________ with Paul throughout most of his second and third 

missionary journeys, and for part of the fourth.
8. He seems to have become Paul’s ______________, and Paul speaks 

figuratively of himself as Timothy’s “father” and of Timothy as his “son” . 
9. As Paul’s coworker, Timothy served as Paul’s ______________ in the 

churches of Thessalonica, Corinth, Philippi, and now in Ephesus.
II. Purpose for Writing

A. Paul wrote 1 Timothy in order to _________ his young coworker Timothy concerning 
issues that were arising at the church in Ephesus. 

B. When Paul left Timothy in Ephesus, he had specifically charged him to deal with 
some _______ __________ in the church.

C. Since Paul was then ___________ from Timothy and the church, he wrote back to 
him with further instructions. 

D. He hoped to return for a visit but wrote in the meantime to address the way in which 
_________ should ________. 

E. Throughout the letter Paul grounds Christian behavior in the ______________.
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III. Themes
A. The gospel produces ___________ in the lives of believers, and there is no 

legitimate separation between belief and behavior. Thus, those who profess faith but 
do not demonstrate any progress in godliness should question their spiritual state.  (1 
Tim 6:11-14)

“But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. 
Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made 
the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. I charge you in the 
presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his 
testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, to keep the 
commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” (1 Timothy 6:11–14, ESV)

B. Worldwide evangelization is essential and is rooted in God’s own evangelistic 
__________.  (1 Tim 2:1-7)

“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, 
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This 
is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and 
there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. For 
this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not 
lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.” (1 Timothy 2:1–7, ESV)

C. One key evidence of reception of the gospel is proper ___________ in corporate 
worship (evangelistic prayer, unity, modesty, and submission).  (1 Tim 2:8)

“I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without 
anger or quarreling;” (1 Timothy 2:8, ESV)

D. Church leaders should be people whose lives are __________ by the gospel.  (1 Tim 
4:12-16)

“Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until I come, devote yourself to the 
public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you 
have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their 
hands on you. Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may 
see your progress. Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist 
in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.” (1 Timothy 
4:12–16, ESV)

E. Appropriate ____________ is a key element in how Christians should relate to one 
another in the church.  (1 Tim 5:1-2)

“Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father, younger 
men as brothers, older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all 
purity.” (1 Timothy 5:1–2, ESV)
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F. The created order (e.g., wealth) is good and is to be appreciated, though not 
______________.  (1 Tim 6:17-19)

“As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 
generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.” (1 
Timothy 6:17–19, ESV)

G. It is important to labor for the __________ and ______________ of the gospel.  (1 
Tim 6:20-21)

“O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent babble and 
contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge,” for by professing it some 
have swerved from the faith. Grace be with you.” (1 Timothy 6:20–21, ESV)

*****************************************************************************************************
For Next Week:

1. Read all the Pastoral Epistles once
2. Re-read 1 Timothy (meditating on chap. 1)
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