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Pastoral Epistles: Week 4

Text: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
I. The Urgent Request (vv 1-2)

“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, …” (1 Timothy 2:1–2a, ESV)

Note: The apostle urges his representative to see to it that wherever in the Ephesian 
territory God’s people may gather for public worship, kings and all that are in high positions 
be remembered in prayer, in fact that supplications prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be 
made in behalf of all people.

A. Four Synonyms (v 1):
1. ________________: petitions for the fulfillment of certain definite needs 

which are keenly felt.
2. ______________: more general in meaning. As often used, it covers every 

form of reverent address directed to the Deity.
3. ______________: pleading in the interest of others, and doing this without 

“holding back” in any way.
4. _______________: blessings that come from God return to him again in the 

form of expressed gratitude.
B. All People? (v. 2a)

1. Kings
2. Those in High Places

II. The Purpose for This Prayer (v. 2b-3)
“…that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, 
and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,” (1 Timothy 2:2b–3, ESV)
Note: That (v. 2b), adverbial purpose conjunction...

A. Lead _________, dignified, peaceful, quiet lives
B. Thus ___________ the Lord

III. God's Desire for Salvation (v. 4)
“who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 
2:4, ESV)

A. Desires _____ People To Be Saved
B. Come ______ The Knowledge of the Truth
C. Who are the All People?

1. They are _____ every person on the face of the planet, or _____________
2. They are people from every ______, _________, and _______________
“And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to 
open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for 
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God from every tribe and language and people and nation,” (Revelation 5:9, 
ESV)

D. God’s Desires and Decrees, Three Meanings:
1. Sovereign __________ will: the will by which God brings to pass 

whatsoever He decrees. This is ___________ to us until it happens. (Mal 3:6; 
Jer 15:1; Ex 33:19; Ro 9:15-16)

2. ______________ will: is God's revealed law or commandments, which we 
have the ________ but not the __________ to break. (Lev 26:14-17)

3. Will of ______________: describes God's attitude or _______________. It 
reveals what is ______________ to Him. (Ezek 33:11)

IV. Exclusivity of God and His Plan (vv. 5-6)
“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 
time.” (1 Timothy 2:5–6, ESV)

A. One God, One Mediator, One Ransom
B. Ransom For All?

1. Ransom: what is given in ___________ (as payment) for the 
_____________ of someone held captive.

2. For All: regardless of ________, station, __________, or nationality.
Note: There is not one God for this group, another for that group; there is not one 
Mediator for this nation, another for that nation, but only _______ God for 
_______ men, and only _______ Mediator for _____ men, the man Christ Jesus!

V. God's Plan Drives Our Purpose (v 7)
“For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.” (1 Timothy 2:7, ESV)

A. In order that God’s plan for the salvation of men from every tribe and nation (not only 
from the Jews but also from the Gentiles) might be carried out, we, like Paul, have 
been divinely ____________.

B. It is very clear that Paul did ________ view the church as an exclusive, esoteric 
group with carefully guarded “secrets” that must be “concealed” from the public.

“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20, ESV)

*********************************************************************************************************
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Let's Discuss:
1. Can a person resist the will of God?
2. Which of the above meanings for God's will does salvation belong?

Homework:
1. Read all of 1 Timothy again
2. Re-read 1 Timothy 2:8-15, meditating on:

a. What does it mean to lift Holy Hands?
b. Define Modesty?
c. To what extent should women serve in the local church?
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