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Pastoral Epistles: Week 5

Text: 1 Timothy 2:8-15 
I. Instructions for Men (v 8)

“I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or 
quarreling;” (1 Timothy 2:8, ESV)
Note: Such prayers must be offered “in every place” of public worship. Often a large room in 
the house of one of the members would be used for that purpose. There were probably 
several places of worship in Ephesus and surroundings. In order and manner of worship the 
customs prevailing in the synagogue were followed as far as possible. The idea that the men 
should lead in prayer cannot have surprised those who were used to the synagogue.

A. Lifting Holy Hands (v 8b):
1. Is prayer __________ important?
2. What are the prayer _______________?

“Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to 
what is false and does not swear deceitfully.” (Psalm 24:3–4, ESV)
“So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and 
go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift.” (Matthew 5:23–24, ESV)
“If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have 
listened.” (Psalm 66:18, ESV)

B. Guiding Principles:
1. Men should lead in ___________ matters.
2. If the heart of a person is filled with wrath or malice against his brother, so 

that he is planning evil against him, prayer will not be ______________.
II. Instructions for Women (2:9-12)

“likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty 
and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, but with what is 
proper for women who profess godliness—with good works. Let a woman learn quietly with 
all submissiveness. I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; 
rather, she is to remain quiet.” (1 Timothy 2:9–12, ESV)

A. ______________ of Women
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28, ESV)
Note: Paul’s emphasis on the equality of the sexes “in Christ” may have caused some to 
wonder whether this spiritual emancipation of women might not imply a change in their 
position in public worship.
B. How should an emancipated woman ___ __________, act in the Church?

1. Dress _______________
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a. Modesty: a self-conscious _________ which fears committing an act 
unworthy of oneself or representing oneself in an unworthy manner.

b. Self Controlled: __________ working itself out in self-control over 
one’s passions and desires.

c. Negative Examples:
1) Gold braided hair
2) Costly attire

d. Guiding Principle:
1) Proper (_______) for a godly woman
2) With good works

2. _________ to God ordained ______________
a. Learn quietly with submissiveness

1) hypotage (noun): subjection – the condition of having 
submitted to _________ by someone or something else.

2) ________ related to physical or mental abilities, but to role, 
design or purpose.

“By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your 
submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and 
the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others,” (2 
Corinthians 9:13, ESV)
b. Not teach or exercise authority over men

1) Teach (didasko): Instruct
2) Exercise Authority (authenteo): give ___________ to

3. Guiding Principles:
a. Men are to be the primary __________ in the church
b. Men are to be the primary __________ in the church

III. Cultural vs. Design (2:13-15)
“For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was 
deceived and became a transgressor. Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they 
continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.” (1 Timothy 2:13–15, ESV)

A. Does this mean that a woman can NEVER instruct a man?
B. How do we know that this is not a cultural situation?

1. Reference to God's original _________ of creation (Adam then Eve)
2. Reference to the ________ (Eve then Adam)

C. What is meant by a Woman being saved in child bearing?
1. Saved (sozo): __________ from sin
2. Birthing children ______ bring this about
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3. Paul is ________ saying that childbearing is an act that merits salvation, 
which would contradict his doctrine of justification by faith.

4. Paul probably is saying that “childbearing” is a convenient symbol for the 
woman's role in God's ______________ plan. 

“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” To the 
woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall 
bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over 
you.”” (Genesis 3:15–16, ESV)

Summary:
1. God has called men and women unto the local church to be a symbol of his 

redemptive plan as we each fulfill our created roles.
2. As we fulfill those roles, there is harmony in the church, and it functions as per God's 

intended design.
Homework:

1. Read 1 Timothy through one time
2. Re-read 1 Timothy 3 and meditate on these questions:

a. Qualifications of elders and deacons, their similarities and differences
b. What is the mystery of Godliness?
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