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Pastoral Epistles: Week 6

Text: 1 Timothy 3:1-16 
I. Qualifications of Overseer (3:1-7)

“The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble 
task. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-
minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent 
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own household well, 
with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know how to 
manage his own household, how will he care for God’s church? He must not be a recent 
convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the 
devil. Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into 
disgrace, into a snare of the devil.” (1 Timothy 3:1–7, ESV)

A. What is an Overseer?
1. An office to ___________ to (ὀρέγω) 

a. to reach, stretch out for
b. a noble office

2. ἐπισκοπή, __________ _________, visitation
a. idea of administration
b. same as elder/pastor

“Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to 
come to him.” (Acts 20:17, ESV)
“Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he 
obtained with his own blood.” (Acts 20:28, ESV)

B. BFC Articles 204-1 (Elders)
1. 204-1.1 In the New Testament church Christ has provided men to hold the 

position of elder to oversee the life of His Church; those whom He 
commissions He enables to shepherd His Church.  

2. 204-1.2 The position of elder is given broad responsibility and authority in the 
New Testament. Because they are to be examples to the flock in godliness 
and to govern well, they are called elders. Because they are responsible for 
oversight and administration of the life of the church, they are called 
overseers or bishops. Because they are to care for and feed God’s people, 
they are called pastors (shepherds). Because they serve the people of the 
church, they are called ministers. 

3. 204-1.3 All elders together share the authority in and responsibility for the life 
of the church. Some elders are gifted and recognized as teaching elders; 
their primary authority and responsibility is in the Word and doctrine and 
secondarily in oversight. Other elders are gifted and recognized as ruling 
elders; their primary authority and responsibility is in oversight and 
secondarily in the Word and doctrine.  

4. 204-1.4 The work of the elders is to shepherd the flock. This work includes: 
guarding (Acts 20:28), overseeing (1Tim.5:17; 1Pe.5:2), discipling (1Thes.
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5:12; 2Tim 2:2), preaching and teaching (1Tim.5:17; Titus 1:9; John 8:31, 32), 
evangelizing (2Tim.4:5), praying (Acts 6:4, John 17, John 14:12-14, James 
5:13-16), serving (1Tim.4:14; 1Pet.4:10, 11) and disciplining (Titus 1:9).  

5. 204-1.5 Elders, as leaders of the people, are chosen by the membership of 
the church on the basis of Scriptural qualifications.

6. 204-1.6 Because of the qualifications and dignity of the position of Elder, 
each Particular Church shall give careful consideration to ensure that a man 
who has been divorced or who has married a divorced woman has Biblically 
resolved issues in family, and the church, and community raised by the 
divorce and has demonstrated since the divorce, stability of character and is 
presently characterized as above reproach, and if married, faithful to and 
exclusively committed to his wife. 

C. What are the Qualifications?
1. Seven ___________

a. above reproach
b. the husband of one wife (one woman man)
c. sober minded
d. self-controlled
e. respectable
f. hospitable
g. able to teach

2. Seven ___________
a. not a drunkard
b. not violent, but gentle
c. not quarrelsome
d. not a lover of money
e. not mismanaging his household
f. not a recent convert
g. not fall into disgrace because of reputation

D. Discussion:
1. Do you think this list is exclusive?

2. Are these qualifications absolute?

3. Do you think these qualifications are only for overseers?

4. According to these qualifications, can a woman be an overseer?
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E. What are their Responsibilities at EBFC?
1. Worship Committee:   Plans and oversees the various aspects of our 

worship services including themes, speakers, music, audiovisual, etc.  
2. Evangelism Committee:   Plans and promotes the various community 

outreach opportunities such as seminars, the Candy Carnival, outreach to 
college students, etc., as well as trains believers to share their faith through 
our Evangelism Explosion® program.  

3. Discipleship Committee: Plans and oversees our various discipleship 
ministries including Sunday School, Kinship Groups, Kid’s Crossing, 
FaithWeaver Friends™, Youth Group, VBS, and the Church Library. 

4. Congregational Care Committee: Plans and oversees our “care for souls” 
ministry through counseling, support groups, and visitation. 

5. Missions Committee:   Promotes and oversees both our local and foreign 
missions through regular contact and support of our missionaries; keeps the   
congregation updated on their progress; screens potential missionaries; 
develops missions projects; plans the Annual Missions Conference, etc.     A 
good percentage of our overall budget is allocated for local and foreign 
missions.   We support some twenty missionaries including the local Crisis 
Pregnancy Center, Youth for Christ, Young Life, College Ministries and Child 
Evangelism Fellowship.  

6. Membership and Discipline Committee:   Interviews prospective members, 
seeks reconciliation between conflicting members, oversees the restoration 
or removal of those who have fallen into sin and keeps our membership roles 
accurate.  

7. Finance Committee:  Manages the finances of the church, records the giving 
and provides reports of our financial situation. 

8. Pastoral Relations Committee:   Seeks to encourage and support the 
Pastors as well as to hold them accountable in their ministries.   They also 
provide valuable insights on special challenges in the church. 

II. Qualifications of Deacon (3:8-13)
“Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not 
greedy for dishonest gain. They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 
And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves 
blameless. Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful 
in all things. Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their 
own households well. For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for 
themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.” (1 Timothy 3:8–13, 
ESV)

A. What is a Deacon?
1. An office ______________ through need in the early church
2. διάκονος, servant, minister - one who cares for the _________ and 

______________ of the assembly of believers
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“Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution. And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It 
is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, 
brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to 
the ministry of the word.” And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and 
Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These they set 
before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. And the word of God 
continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, 
and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.” (Acts 6:1–7, ESV)
B. BFC Articles 204-4 (Deacons)

1. 204-4.1 The position of deacon is presented in the Scriptures as a position 
not of ruling, but of service. A deacon should be a person of deep spiritual 
life, exemplary conduct, and sound judgment (1Tim.3; Acts 6:1-8). This 
position is one of sympathetic service to the church and to the distressed, 
friendless, or sick, after the example of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

2. 204-4.2 Those who serve in this position should be known for their 
trustworthiness, their temperance, their faith, and their blameless life. 

3. 204-4.3 Deacons, as servants of the church, are chosen by the membership 
of the church on the basis of Scriptural qualifications.  

4. 204-4.4 Because of the qualifications and dignity of the position of Deacon, 
each Particular Church shall give careful consideration to ensure that a 
person who has been divorced or who has married a divorced person is 
presently characterized as above reproach, and if married, faithful to and 
exclusively committed to their spouse.

C. What are the Qualifications?
1. dignified
2. not double tongued
3. not addicted to much wine
4. not greedy for dishonest gain
5. hold the mystery of faith in clear conscience
6. tested to be blameless
7. dignified, non-slanderous, sober-minded wives
8. husband of one wife (one woman man)
9. well managed household

D. Discussion:
1. Why do you think that there was a qualification regarding the deacon’s wife?

2. According to these qualifications, can a woman be a Deacon? 
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E. What are their Responsibilities at EBFC?

1. Property 
2. Preparing for Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
3. Ushers 
4. Transportation 
5. Activities/Fellowship Opportunities 
6. Community Concerns 
7. Maintenance/Repair and Workdays 
8. Counting of Offerings 
9. Care giving (widows and single moms)

III. Mystery of Godliness (3:14-16)
“I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, if I delay, you may 
know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a 
pillar and buttress of the truth. Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was 
manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, 
believed on in the world, taken up in glory.” (1 Timothy 3:14–16, ESV)

A. Paul's Purpose in Writing:
1. Paul hopes to see Timothy but may be delayed
2. The urgency of the moment warrants immediate action

a. know how to __________ in the church
b. become a ________ and ______________ for the truth

B. What is the Mystery of Godliness?
1. A ____________ of the truth
2. A mystery nonetheless, regarding __________ ____________

a. manifested in the flesh
b. vindicated by the Spirit
c. seen by angels
d. proclaimed among the nations
e. believed in the world
f. taken up to glory

C. Discussion:
1. Why is this a mystery?
2. How important are doctrinal confessions in the life of the believer?
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For Next Time (3 weeks):
1. Read all of 1 Timothy through once
2. Re-read 1 Timothy 4 meditating on the following:

a. Further characteristics of the false teachers
b. Characteristics of a good servant of Jesus Christ
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