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Paul, still dealing with the philosophy of the Gnostics who did not believe in the 
resurrection of the dead, comes to deal with their mocking questions of how the 
body can be raised. He will give 4 examples to deal with their foolishness:

An Example from Nature

This is the easiest and most natural example Paul can give. Everyone knows about 
sowing seeds in order to bring forth a crop. Yet what comes up from the ground is 
not the way it went in. A seed when planted actually decomposes and it is through 
that decomposition that a new form of that seed grows up from the ground. The 
plant that proceeds from that dead seed is based on the genetic information in 
that seed which God has programed to produce the form it will take when it grows 
up out of the ground.

Jesus expressed this to his disciples when he began to teach them of His death and 
resurrection:

A Description of Resurrection Bodies

Anyone observing nature can see that God has designed a vast array of life forms 
and even looking into space can see that there has been designed all kinds of 
celestial bodies. Genesis tells us that God made each living thing to reproduce 
each after its own kind. All life forms and the manner of their reproduction are 
based on the exact information with which God assigned them at creation. Like-
wise the celestial bodies all differ from each other as well. So a resurrection

“But someone will say, “How are the dead raised? And with what kind of 
body do they come?””

15:35

“You fool! That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies; and that 
which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be, but a bare grain, 
perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God gives it a body just as He 
wished, and to each of the seeds a body of its own.”

15:36-38

“All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one flesh of men, and another 
flesh of beasts, and another flesh of birds, and another of fish. There are 
also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is 
one, and the glory of the earthly is another. There is one glory of the sun, 
and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star 
differs from star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead.”

15:39-42a

The Resurrection Body

Session 15 - Chapter 15:35-58

“And Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” (Jhn 12:23-24)
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body is simply one of a different design by God which is no trouble for Him since 
He is the source of all of the information and power that has formed all things cre-
ated in their order.

As a side note it is interesting that Paul points out that each star is unique from the 
other stars. Quite a statement from mere observation without the aid of sophisti-
cated astronomical equipment! 

Heavenly Bodies and Earthly Bodies - Not The Same

The nature or design of the human being is to be both body and spirit. Even 
though Paul indicates that the spirit of a man never dies and is temporarily without 
a body (2Cor 5:8) while awaiting the resurrection, each person will be given a body 
in the resurrection, but the bodies are not the same. Our new bodies:

1) Will not die
2) Will not have sin in its members
3) Will not be subject to sickness or injury
4) Will not be limited by the physics of this current age

Jesus Is The Prototype

Through Adam every human being receives an earthly body. His genetics are 
passed down to all humanity. Since Adam and Eve fell into sin before they repro-
duced, every human being that has come forth in Adams race has the genetics of 
sin and corruption that ends in death of the physical body. In His perfect work car-
ried out on the cross, Jesus defeated death and sin. As our representative, he 
became our sin and His body had to be killed in order for our sin to be killed.

Paul calls Jesus the last Adam because His genetics, the genetics of the resurrec-
tion are now passed on to all who are the redeemed. We will be clothed

“It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; it is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it 
is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, 
there is also a spiritual body.”

15:42b-44

“So also it is written, “The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL.” The 
last Adam became a life-giving spirit. However, the spiritual is not first, but 
the natural; then the spiritual. The first man is from the earth, earthy; the 
second man is from heaven. As is the earthy, so also are those who are 
earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly. Just as 
we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the 
heavenly.”

15:45-49

Session 15 - Chapter 15:35-58
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with bodies that are genetically originated in the resurrection body of Jesus. Our 
earthy bodies in the first Adam are formed through natural processes. But our 
heavenly bodies in Christ are formed through a spiritual process, a spiritual body. 
This is why Jesus said “you must be born again”. All who have been baptized into 
Christ await the same new body that Jesus was given:

Mystery - Paul uses the word several times to describe the various aspects of the 
church. Some examples are:

The mystery of the hardening of Israel for the sake of the church (Rom 11:25).

The mystery of the gospel (Rom 16:25)

The mystery of Gentiles being fellow heirs in the promises to Israel (Eph 3:1-9)

The mystery of Christ in you, the hope of glory (Col 1:27)

In the subject of the resurrection is the mystery of the body of Christ being 
instantly transformed from perishable to imperishable. We will again note Paul’s 
writing of this in his letter to the Thessalonians:

“Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold, I tell you 
a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and 
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this 
perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on 
immortality.”

15:50-53

Session 15 - Chapter 15:35-58

“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into con-
formity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even 
to subject all things to Himself.” (Php 3:20-21)

“See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called 
children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has 
not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be 
like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.” (1 Jhn 3:1-2)

The Final Victory Through Christ
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In both passages we learn several key aspects to the transformation of the body of 
Christ:

1) It is an event that effects both living and dead Christians

2) The event will be complete instantly

3) It will result in all believers possessing a new heavenly body

4) The event will be accompanied by the sounding of a trumpet. While we read in 
scripture of trumpets being associated with war and the judgement of God, this 
trumpet can only be compared with the trump of assembly that called the people 
of God out of the camp to meet Him (Ex 19:16-19) and with the trumpet of deliver-
ance (Zep 1:16; Zec 9:14).

5) It is a necessary transformation so that we can be with the Lord.

6) It is an event that is imminent. In both passages we see that Paul says “we” when 
talking about living believers who will be instantly transformed indicating that he 
was expecting the event to take place at any time.

While the world may fear death and view it as a grim end or entrance into a fearful 
unknown, believers who have had their sin debt cancelled and have peace with 
God are encouraged by Paul to be of all people most enthusiastic about living out 
their faith because of the final victory we have in Christ.

Session 15 - Chapter 15:35-58

“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are 
asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those 
who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede 
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall 
always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.”
(1 Thes 4:13-18)

“But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this 
mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is 
written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. “O DEATH, WHERE IS 
YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” The sting of death is 
sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 
that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.”

15:54-58


