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After the entire subject of the resurrection, Paul finishes his letter with several 
exhortations for practical Christina living based on the understanding of our resur-
rection, eternity and our accountability to the Lord. Paul starts with discussing the 
giving of resources for the saints.

The Collection for the saints - There are several things to consider in Paul’s exhor-
tation to give. The purpose of giving is clearly to benefit those who, within the 
body of Christ, are in need. The fact that he calls it “the collection” indicates that 
they would have already known about the fact that giving was a subject they 
already knew about.

In this case it was to benefit the severe need of the brethren at Jerusalem. For over 
a year a more Paul had addressed the need of those believers to churches through-
out Galatia. Jerusalem was the epicenter of the birth of the church and Paul viewed 
the Jews as the spiritual benefactors of the Gentiles:

There were several factors that had contributed to the extreme poverty of the 
Jerusalem church. The whole region had experienced a severe drought several 
years earlier that had lasting effects (Acts 11:28). Additionally the city was home to 
three major Jewish pilgrimages for Jewish feast celebrations and the added popu-
lation strained the resources. While there is the record of the early church selling 
what they had in order to distribute to the body as they had need (Acts 2:44-45; 
4:34) those resources only lasted so long.

Additionally Christians were viewed as outcasts by Jews and Rome alike and find-
ing any kind of sustaining work was rare. In giving of their resources the body of 
Christ as a whole would be demonstrating the unity within the body of Christ. This 
is important when we as believers give today.

So many false teachers con naive Christians into “sowing a seed of faith” in the 
hopes that it will return to them great financial benefit; health wealth and prosper-
ity. But here we see that the express purpose for giving is to demonstrate a love for 
the body of Christ in order to glorify Christ through our love for one another.

“Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of 
Galatia, so do you also. On the first day of every week each one of you is to 
put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made 
when I come. When I arrive, whomever you may approve, I will send them 
with letters to carry your gift to Jerusalem; and if it is fitting for me to go 
also, they will go with me.”

“but now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the saints. For Macedonia and 
Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the 
saints in Jerusalem. Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted 
to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are 
indebted to minister to them also in material things.”  (Rom 15:25-27)

16:1-4

Collection For The Saints
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Giving then is not for personal gain as the world would seek it, rather believers 
should give motivated by love for the body of Christ with a view on eternal reward. 
Paul expressed this to the Philippians after receiving the gift that they had gath-
ered and sent to him to support his missionary work:

Paul indicates that we each have an “account” which we can increase. Paul talks 
about the judgment seat of Christ (2Cor 5:10) before which all believers will appear 
and have their “work” tested (1 Cor 3:12-15). In this passage he reminds the Philippi-
ans that the Lord will supply all our needs according to His riches. So motivated by 
a love for Christ and His body we give based on our view of redemption not based 
on personal gain.

All believers ought to be sure of where their offering is going. Whether it be to a 
local body, to specific Christians or missionaries, all should be validated as genuine 
need or genuine Christian work. Anyone giving without discretion is not acting in 
obedience to the Lord and may even be supporting the work of false teachers.

While giving to the need of the body of Christ should be our first priority, it does 
not mean that we are to ignore the need of everyone else. Jesus tells us who “our 
neighbor” is in the parable of the good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) and Paul says 
that we should do good to all men (Gal 6:10).

Paul also establishes the principles of giving.

When - on the first day of every week - While Christians are not obligated to the 
tithe as it was a part of the Mosaic Covenant, we are to be cheerful givers and 
giving is to be a part of regular worship motivated by what was just discussed. This 
passage clearly indicates that the early church was already gathering in corporate 
worship on the first day of the week. While giving is not viewed by Paul as a com-
pulsory act he does imply that giving is an assumed part of regular worship with 
the view that it will serve the purposes of Christ.

Who - each one of you - Giving is designed for each believer as we are stewards 
of what we have. Yet the Lord desires for our heart to be in the equation. Both the 
widow of Mark 12: 41 and Mary of John 12 gave sacrificially as they loved the Lord. 
In the case of the widow Jesus compared her act with the those who gave little out 
of abundance. The widow gave not out of obligation but devotion whereas the rich 
people were giving out of duty.

“You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the 
gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of 
giving and receiving but you alone; for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift 
more than once for my needs. Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for 
the profit which increases to your account. But I have received everything 
in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from 
Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacri-
fice, well-pleasing to God. And my God will supply all your needs according 
to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”  (Php 4:15-19)
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Where - the local assembly - This pattern was established in the early church. 
Although it does not limit ones charity to being a part of Sunday corporate wor-
ship, it was expected to be included in that gathering with the expectation that the 
Apostles would distribute the gifts as was necessary (Acts 4:35, 37; 5:2). In the Old 
Testament, giving from the Jews to the temple treasury was the way that God pro-
vided for the priests and temple servants. This was also common practice in many 
pagan systems of worship.

Because Paul states “so that no collections be made when I come” indicates that 
he expected that the treasury of the local assembly would have surplus. Beyond 
providing for the basic functioning of the local assembly and the needs of the local 
poor, the assembly was to keep a surplus as a sort of trust in order to provide for 
special needs abroad as they came up. This is why the transparency and account-
ability of the distribution of funds by the local leadership is so important. Each 
believer should give into the local church treasury in a discerning manner knowing 
how those funds are being used.

Jesus left His disciples with the command to “make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I commanded you” (Matt 28:19-20). So the work of every 
believer is evangelism and discipleship. In order to be effective we must not simply 
be busy but intentional in our service to the Lord. Anything done in the flesh or 
without heart is wood hay and stubble and will not be effective in accomplishing 
the two fold command of ministry that the Lord left us with.

While Paul acknowledged the fact that the Lord is sovereign in ministry, (“if the 
Lord permits”), he had always looked for ways to invest in the Lord’s work. He 
made plans demonstrating his intentionality to seek open doors and for more ways 
to serve. Paul wrote this epistle at the end of a three year stay in Ephesus and while 
he gave it to Timothy to deliver (v.10) he had planned to follow shortly after, but his 
plans changed along the way.

Session 16 - Chapter 16

“But I will come to you after I go through Macedonia, for I am going 
through Macedonia; and perhaps I will stay with you, or even spend the 
winter, so that you may send me on my way wherever I may go. For I do not 
wish to see you now just in passing; for I hope to remain with you for some 
time, if the Lord permits. But I will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost; for a 
wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries. Now if Timothy comes, see that he is with you without cause 
to be afraid, for he is doing the Lord’s work, as I also am. So let no one 
despise him. But send him on his way in peace, so that he may come to me; 
for I expect him with the brethren. But concerning Apollos our brother, I 
encouraged him greatly to come to you with the brethren; and it was not 
at all his desire to come now, but he will come when he has opportunity.”

16:5-12

Paul’s Personal Plans
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Paul talked about the foundation that is Christ and the work of building on that 
foundation in chapter 3. Paul is an example of a master builder who always looks 
for new areas to bring the gospel as well as opportunities to build upon that foun-
dation by edifying the church where it had already been established. Notice his 
sensitivity to the open door that the Lord had provided in Ephesus (vv.8,9). While 
he expressed his desire to stay with the Corinthians he could not do so until he had 
completely invested in the “wide open door” that the Lord had granted him.

We need to ask ourselves if we as believers are looking for open doors and how do 
we respond when those open doors come even when it means plans we may have 
get altered. Our chance to give the gospel to an open door may come at the most 
inconvenient time, but if we are fully invested in the work of the Lord we will 
respond to the opportunity.

Many Adversaries - Paul’s ministry in Ephesus had been fiercely opposed. Paul 
refers to this in His second letter to the Corinthians (2 Cor 1:8-10) and a detailed 
account is given in Acts 19: 1-21). Despite the opposition there was an open door 
for ministry (2 Cor 1:15,16). Paul never backed down in the presence of opposition 
and rather viewed it as to be expected in the light of authentic gospel work.

Ephesus was deeply entrenched in organized paganism that primarily worshipped 
Diana (or Artemis). This involved ritual prostitution and sexual perversion and 
impacted every part of society. It had certain economic impacts as well and so 
when the light of the gospel enters the darkness, the darkness tries to put out the 
light. While Paul was well aware of the harm that Satan and demons can inflict on 
God’s people through fallen man.

In 2 Corinthians 1 Paul expressed that they were “burdened excessively beyond our 
strength so that we despaired even of life” but he went on to testify how God is our 
deliverer in whom we have our hope. Paul maintained the perspective of the spiri-
tual war even though it came through the flesh. He says in Ephesians “we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the 
world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heav-
enly places.” It was after this long experience that Paul had wrote this first letter to 
the Corinthians and had planned to visit Corinth on his way to Jerusalem.

Timothy -  Paul had sent Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia (Acts 19:22) and he 
had instructed Timothy to go down to Corinth, maybe to bring this letter, but at 
the very least to be the voice and representation of Paul who had been given his 
authority by Christ. While Timothy was young, he none the less was a true and 
faithful believer that Paul had placed confidence in to do the work of the Lord as 
he himself would. The admonition Paul gives here is for the Corinthian believers to 
receive him even with the corrective tones of his message.

Paul was legitimately concerned that they may reject Timothy in light of their arro-
gant, narcissistic behavior through which they had even rejected Paul and his 
authority. Timothy, like Paul, had a genuine heart for the body of Christ which 
meant that the hard work of correction and teaching had to be engaged in. This 
was all tempered in love and so Timothy should be given no reason to fear by the
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Corinthian believers. Paul expected that he should be able to leave them with the 
brethren in peace.

After the corrective nature of the entire letter Paul closes his letter with five posi-
tive imperatives. Paul wrote this letter not to Lord it over the Corinthians but out 
of a deep love for the body of Christ with a desire to see them glorify Christ as they 
serve one another. He always balances correction with positive affirmation of what 
is right.

Be on the alert - From the Greek which means “to be awake”, “be vigilant” or 
“watching”. Rather than being confused about doctrine which leads to perverse 
and immoral behavior that does not reflect the character of Christ, they were to be 
paying attention with a sober mind to the truth of scripture in order that it might 
transform their minds and actions. False teaching that leads to sinful behavior can 
creep in while no one is watching.

Stand firm - Paul spoke of the foundation which has been laid; Christ. While some 
areas of scripture may be a matter of interpretation, the foundations of the gospel 
and the principles for biblical living are clear. If this were not the case, the body of 
Christ would not be challenged to “stand firm with one mind striving together for 
the faith of the gospel” (Phil 1:27). True faith produces deep roots and a strong tree 
that will not be removed with winds of false doctrine. It produces not only a sound 
mind but sober behavior.

Act like men - Be mature in your courage. We are told to be as “innocent as doves 
yet as shrewd as vipers.”  And in 14:20 Paul had admonished them to “not be chil-
dren in your thinking; yet in evil be babes, but in your thinking be mature.” This is 
the opposite of what the reputation of the Corinthians was. They were out of con-
trol and driven by sensuality based on immature faith.

Be strong - We cannot generate the strength necessary to live the Christian life. 
We must be dependent on scripture and the Holy Spirit to guide and help us. The 
Corinthians were seeking their guidance form human philosophy and reason. 
James says “Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” 
But as he says and Paul reminds us in Ephesians 6 this strength comes from submit-
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“Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that 
you do be done in love. Now I urge you, brethren (you know the household 
of Stephanas, that they were the first fruits of Achaia, and that they have 
devoted themselves for ministry to the saints), that you also be in subjec-
tion to such men and to everyone who helps in the work and labors. I 
rejoice over the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, 
because they have supplied what was lacking on your part. For they have 
refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge such men.”

16:13-18

Final Exhortations



Page 6

2

Be loving - As he thoroughly dealt with in chapter 13, all gifts and Christian quali-
ties are to be tempered by love. It is the purest motivation for what we do and the 
closest to the character of Christ. John says:
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“The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Prisca greet you heartily in the 
Lord, with the church that is in their house. All the brethren greet you. 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. The greeting is in my own hand—Paul.
If anyone does not love the Lord, he is to be accursed. Maranatha. The 
grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. 
Amen.”

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. The one who does not love does not 
know God, for God is love. By this the love of God was manifested in us, 
that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might 
live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another.” (1 John 4:7-11)

16:19-24

Greetings and Farewell


