
Sorrow vs. Joy - Continuing his defense for why he had not come to them again 
after his last visit Paul explains that he did not desire the same situation where 
he found them living in rebellion to purity and in rejection of him or the sake of 
the false teachers. The whole point of Christian fellowship is for building up, 
encouragement and joy. Finding them in sin would lead to his sorrow and theirs 
as he would have had to severely rebuke them. If they were desiring to live  
godly lives in Christ (the reason for which we are saved), then he could rejoice 
in the work of God being made manifest through them.

Affliction and anguish of heart - This is one of the key identifiers of a true spiri-
tual father in the faith. Paul didn’t simply think about their sin once, pray and 
then let it be. His true love for them as fellow members of Christ’s body caused 
him to labor in thought, heart and prayer. He was truly burdened for them to 
repent and live a pure life as it would result in their joy and peace as well as his 
own.

How should the leadership of the church today reflect the same quality of love 
for the body of Christ that Paul did?

“But I determined this for my own sake, that I would not come to you in 
sorrow again. For if I cause you sorrow, who then makes me glad but the 
one whom I made sorrowful? This is the very thing I wrote you, so that 
when I came, I would not have sorrow from those who ought to make me 
rejoice; having confidence in you all that my joy would be the joy of you all. 
For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many 
tears; not so that you would be made sorrowful, but that you might know 
the love which I have especially for you.”
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Paul’s Sincere Love for the Corinthians

Forgiveness

2:1-4

“But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, but in some 
degree—in order not to say too much—to all of you. Sufficient for such a 
one is this punishment which was inflicted by the majority, so that on the 
contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise such a one 
might be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.”

2:5-7

2



Not to me...to all of you - In forgiveness we destroy our pride. Paul sets up the 
statement with the assumption that there was one whom had caused him 
sorrow, but that he does not take it personally. In the first letter to the Corinthi-
ans Paul made it clear that he only need to worry in his conscience about his ulti-
mate Judge and not the judgement of men. The fact that this individual’s sin 
against Paul was being pointed out still be some of the Corinthians may indicate 
that the individual was one of those whom had openly rebelled against Paul 
under the influence of sectarianism.

The group loyal to Paul may have been reminding him (and the individual) of 
that particular rebellion but Paul responded with a selfless response (”not to say 
too much”). He did not care that he himself was the object of attack, but by 
implying that the individual sinned against the whole body at Corinth, shows 
that Paul cared more about the congregational health and unity than he did 
about his own esteem. His desire was not to see himself built up in their midst, 
but to see that the open rebellion was settled and that they as a body were all 
selfless toward each other.

Sufficient is the punishment - In this particular case the “majority” had followed 
biblical discipline dealing with the individual’s sin. But repentance had clearly 
resulted and now Paul makes it clear that mercy is expected to be shown to 
those who repent. No believer has the right to hold a grudge, remain offended 
or to keep a record of wrong when a brother or sister has repented of that 
offense and has sought forgiveness. We are also to comfort the repentant 
brother or sister.

There is no room for self righteousness. When Peter had asked Jesus if he was 
to forgive one who sinned against him seven times, Jesus responded with “sev-
enty times seven”. As believers recognize their own sin it is easy to comfort one 
who has repented. So we encourage one another to keep pressing on in our faith 
and walk. There is a true sorrow over sin when there is genuine repentance and 
that sorrow can become overwhelming in the absence of forgiveness and com-
fort from fellow believers and from the one against whom an offense was com-
mitted. We cannot represent Christ without forgiveness.
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“Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, 
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so 
that you too will not be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby 
fulfill the law of Christ.” (Gal 6:1,2)

“Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 
of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slan-
der be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven 
you.” (Eph 4: 30-32)



Reaffirm your love - Christ not only forgives all of our transgressions, but actu-
ally has chosen to love us in spite of our sin and wandering. That love is based 
on His character and choice and not because of what we have done or can do. 
The word “reaffirm” is speaking of a ratification of a covenant. Since the sin of 
this believer was publicly rebuked, it will be important to publicly reaffirm their 
love. Christ’s love for His own was very open and public for the whole world to 
see.

Test; obedient in all things - By human nature, rebuking someone for sin is not 
nearly as difficult as to forgive someone. Paul knew that if they had responded 
to this command to restore, comfort and love the offender who had repented, 
that their submission to the Lord would be truly demonstrated. Forgiveness 
while remaining committed to love also demonstrates a trust in God. A trust that 
the Lord is always watching and aware of even our very thoughts. We also trust 
that indeed what others may mean for us as evil God allows for our good.

Jesus told His disciples “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments (Jhn 
14:15).” This is speaking of pattern not perfection. Those who love Christ “love 
because He first loved us (1Jhn 4:19).” The mark of a true believer is a desire to 
obey the whole counsel of God and a life pattern of obedience should follow. 
Jesus said:

Why do you think their response was to ask Jesus to increase their faith?

What about the response of Jesus. Why would He use the metaphor He did in 
His response?
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“Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him. For to this end also I 
wrote, so that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all 
things. But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what 
I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the 
presence of Christ, so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for 
we are not ignorant of his schemes.”

“Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, for-
give him. And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you 
seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ forgive him.”The apostles said to the Lord, 
“Increase our faith!”And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a mustard seed, 
you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and be planted in the 
sea’; and it would obey you.” (Luke 17:3-6)

2:8-11



For your sakes in the presence of Christ - Jesus did not hesitate in His mission 
to take on all of our sin. He who knew no sin became sin for us. The health of the 
entire body depends on free and open forgiveness toward all who repent. Paul 
went to the extreme in his open expression of forgiveness. He in effect says 
“what offense?” In so doing he demonstrates that he is holding on to none of the 
offense committed against him.

Additionally all that we do in outward expression and even what we hold in our 
thoughts are all in constant view of the omniscience of God. All believers need 
to maintain this perspective. In the parable Jesus told of the wicked slave who 
had been shown mercy when he asked the king to have patience with his debt, 
that same slave refused to forgive a lesser debt owed to him by a fellow slave. 
When the king found out about the hard heartedness of the one whom He had 
forgiven, he replied:

In this case the Lord is not casting the slave into outer darkness as in final judge-
ment, rather He is using discipline until the slave learns to forgive as the Lord has 
and does. Jesus qualifies forgiveness with a genuine expression from within, not 
just a surface action for appearance sake.

Giving Satan an advantage - Our adversary is constantly at work in the world to 
deceive the nations and while he cannot be everywhere at once, there is a whole 
network of fallen angels and demons who are seeking the same thing against 
man. Since unbelievers are already lost and blind, the attack against believers is 
far more focused with the desire to rob God of His glory and destroy the testi-
mony and joy of believers. In the first letter to the Corinthians Paul had admon-
ished them to put the individual who was engaging in open and outrageous sin 
out from their fellowship turning such a one over to Satan for the destruction of
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“Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him. For to this end also I 
wrote, so that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all 
things. But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what 
I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the 
presence of Christ, so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for 
we are not ignorant of his schemes.”

“Then summoning him, his lord said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you 
all that debt because you pleaded with me. ‘Should you not also have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?’
And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he 
should repay all that was owed him. ‘My heavenly Father will also do the 
same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.’” 
(Matt 18:32-35)

2:8-11



his flesh in order that the spirit might possibly be saved (1Cor 5:5). Satan does 
not only seek the destruction of those in rebellion, but also he seeks to devour 
the fruitfulness of individual believers as well as that of whole congregations. 
Peter warns:

In this context as Peter is warning it is persecution that Satan uses to attempt to 
destroy the confidence of the church. Paul warns that he uses our own sinfulness 
to do the same. James tells us that Satan uses our arrogance and pride against 
us but that we can resist:

It is against the flesh to be humble, merciful, gracious and to forgive, yet it is 
these very qualities given to believers through the Holy Spirit that enables us to 
be like Christ and to forgive one another and demonstrate the mercy and grace 
of Christ. It is the only way that unity can be realized within the church.

Satan has many schemes to cause the church to lose it’s saltiness and rob glory 
from God. On the one hand if the church were to not deal with sin, Satan would 
gain a foothold, yet on the other if after a brother or sister had repented and the 
church refused to exercise humility through forgiveness and love, Satan would 
gain a foothold still.

Paul writes in Ephesians:

Page 5

Session 2 - Chapter 2

2

“Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may 
exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety on Him, because He 
cares for you. Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, 
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” (1Pe 5:6-8)

“You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostil-
ity toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you think that the Scripture speaks 
to no purpose: “He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell 
in us”? But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED 
TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.” Submit therefore to 
God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” (James 4:4-7)

“Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against 
the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist 
in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.” (Eph 6: 11-13)



What then should our motivation be in discipline and what should it be in for-
giveness?

I had no rest for my spirit - After needing to leave Ephesus because of the 
public riot caused by the silversmith against him, Paul came to Troas where he 
planned to meet up with Titus whom he had sent the “severe letter” with to the 
Corinthians seeking their repentance after his unsuccessful visit. The constant 
drive for Paul in his ministry was seeing the Lord at work to open doors for the 
gospel and seeing lost people come to Christ and also grow in Him. No matter 
what the results, whether fruit or persecution, Paul knew that it is God who 
opens and closes doors for the gospel.

Paul most likely founded the church at Troas on this particular visit and it was 
because God opened the door. Yet Paul had such a love and concern for the 
body at Corinth, he could not even remain in Troas. Normally Paul would con-
tinue to minister and see the hand of the Lord at work, but he could not stand 
the anticipation of the report from Titus any longer and left to find him in Mace-
donia. This demonstrates that he had a genuine love and concern for the Corin-
thian believers.

Thanks be to God; triumph in Christ - Paul explains in chapter 7 that he did 
meet up with Titus and received the wonderful news of what had taken place by 
Gods grace in the hearts of the Corinthians. After reflecting on the despair and 
deep anxiety he had for the rebellious positions of the believers at Corinth, 
receiving such news could only cause Paul to be filled with joy when reflecting 
on the power of God to not only sustain him, but to bring His people into correc-
tion and cause them to grow.

Paul has in mind the triumphant march through the public streets that the 
Roman culture practiced after major victories won. They would include state 
officials, military leaders and soldiers as wells as the supreme leader himself. All 
of this with incense, flowers and the cheers of the crowd. Many times these 
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“Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a door was 
opened for me in the Lord, I had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my 
brother; but taking my leave of them, I went on to Macedonia. But thanks 
be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through 
us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. For we are a 
fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among 
those who are perishing; to the one an aroma from death to death, to the 
other an aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these things? For 
we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but 
as from God, we speak in Christ in the sight of God.”

2:12-16

God Leads Us In Triumph In Christ



marches would include captives of the enemy in chains to be imprisoned and 
then executed. Paul begins by acknowledging God as sovereign in leading His 
people into victory. It is God the Father who has given every believer to the Son 
(John 6:37). And He who began a good work in us will perfect that work until the 
day of Christ (Php 1:6). We are instantly brought into the triumphant Christ posi-
tionally and we also have victory in our ministry on earth. The battles may be 
hard fought and some lost, but ultimately the Lord brings us to be victorious in 
our struggle with the flesh.

We are a fragrance of Christ - Most fragrances come from something being 
crushed, poured out, broken or burned. In reflection on the toil and suffering 
that he had endured for the sake of the body, Paul envisions it as necessary in 
order for the sovereign plan of God to be carried out. Jesus of course leads in 
this example as He was poured out for all, yet is the victorious one whose victory 
is eternal. While not all believers will suffer the same way or to the same extent, 
all will suffer and it is through that suffering in ministry that the fragrance of 
Christ comes through.

Notice it is to God. He is the one to whom the fragrance goes. It again is a reflec-
tion on His sovereignty. Jesus did the Fathers will to the point of death as it was 
necessary. Believers suffer what is necessary in order that Christ would be per-
fected in us. So while Paul suffered for the Corinthian’s growth, he rejoiced 
knowing that it was God using that suffering in Paul to bring about their repen-
tance.

Death to death; life to life - The aroma of Christians is experienced by all. For 
those who are perishing the aroma is death. We serve as a stumbling block to 
the religious and as foolishness to the humanistic. Our convictions serve as a 
reminder of their sin and darkness hates the light. So darkness attempts to over-
take the light, but it cannot. But for those who are being saved, even correction 
serves as a sweet aroma from our loving Father who has saved us to be like 
Christ. And when we contemplate the victory we have in Christ there is no better 
thought.

Who is adequate? - Finally Paul is reminded that while the battle would be 
impossible for the natural man or even the believer in the flesh, Christ gives us 
the victory through His Spirit to endure until the end and be overcomers as He 
overcame (Gal 2:20; Eph 1:19; 3:20; Php 2:13; Col 1:29).

Peddling in the word of God - In contrast to the pure work of the Lord who 
causes His children to grow through the teaching of His Word through genuine 
leaders who care for the body of Christ, those who are false teachers pose as 
true in order to gain affluence. Yet with a following accomplished, they peddle 
for their own gain in the word, using it as a means for sordid gain. Paul’s suffer-
ing for their sake demonstrated his genuine call from God. The result of his min-
istry, their repentance was evidence for their genuine faith.
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