
“Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some, 
letters of commendation to you or from you?”
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Commending ourselves again - In light of the false teachers and their false 
accusations against Paul, his calling, authority and motives, Paul has had to 
answer back in his various letters and appearances with reminders of his qualifi-
cations. They came form God as he was called by Jesus Himself. All true minis-
ters are called by God although only the apostles were called directly. But it is 
not simply the claim of calling that makes one called. There are many key indica-
tors that support that claim.

While Paul did have to remind them of his calling it was not for the sake of per-
sonal glory. The Corinthians have been shown and reminded by Paul that he has 
labored over them with tears. He has never deviated form the pure gospel and 
that gospel was always Christ - centered, not Paul - centered. Beyond the teach-
ing his actions toward them demonstrated a true love for them. And none of 
what he taught or did would cause him to have an ungodly reputation.

More than likely his accusers were claiming that he was boasting about himself 
in all of his correspondence and Paul is asking a rhetorical question “doesn’t my 
reputation speak for me?” They knew how he treated them and loved them. The 
false teachers were more concerned with appearance than substance and used 
themselves as a standard instead of acknowledging the fact that Jesus is the 
ultimate judge. A true minister called by Christ to serve His body lives with the 
constant awareness that he will answer directly to Christ.

Commendation of false teachers - The false apostles more than likely arrived in 
Corinth with letters of commendation that were falsified. These letters in that 
time were commonly presented by an official in a place they were attempting to 
gain credibility in order to be recognized. They may have presented something 
that looked official, maybe even as if it had come form the Jerusalem church. 
Once false teachers gain access, they eventually would be found out by those 
who defend the truth and be forced out. So they would seek letters of commen-
dation before they were found out and leave to another church with new cre-
dentials.

With all of the advances in technology today there has never been a more fluid 
means through which false teachers can be pervasive. It can become very easy 
for these false teachers to become validated and endorsed without a thorough 
examination of their whole ministry first. All Christians need to be aware and



discerning. Just because a preacher, teacher or minister comes along in the 
name of Christ and has many credentials does not mean that they are valid.

You are our letter - Rather than needing written credentials from the Corinthi-
ans, Paul points out that their transformed lives are Paul’s letter. The fact that 
they are written in Paul’ heart demonstrates his love for them and labor over 
them in his ministry to them. He would speak of their changed lives wherever he 
went and they would therefore be known and read by all men. But as the testi-
mony of their changed lives went forth it would be evident that it is ultimately 
Christ who is writing the letter of the church.

A letter of Christ - Jesus said “even as the Father knows Me and I know the 
Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. I have other sheep, which are not of 
this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will 
become one flock with one shepherd.”(Jhn 10:15,16) The Corinthians demon-
strated that they are truly His by their submission to the truth. They believed the 
truth and when confronted with their sin, they repented. Jesus was calling them 
to do so through Paul and they heard His voice.

Despite the letters of commendation that any false teacher has, if they preach 
another gospel and have unchanged lives, they only prove that they are false. A 
true believer who has been saved is indwelt with the Holy Spirit and it is He who 
is at work in us “both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” (Php 2:13). The 
Corinthians who repented were demonstrating the reality that “He who began a 
good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Php 1:6). 

Tablets of stone / of human hearts - This is law vs grace. The giving of the law 
at Mt Sinai was a mighty move of God to give to man the righteous standard of 
God. The law was one of the defining features of the nation of Israel that set 
them apart from the Gentile nations. While the law has the power to convict 
mankind of sin, it had no power to actually change the dead to living beings in 
the Lord. The Holy Spirit grants man repentance (Acts 5:31; 11:18) and faith (Eph 
2:8). And true believers bear fruit in keeping with repentance (Luk 3:8).

The false teachers in Corinth were more than likely putting forth some sort of 
works based righteousness. Whether it be signs and gifts, feast observances

“You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men; being 
manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with 
ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tab-
lets of human hearts.”
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or adherence to the law, anything that man adds to the grace of God through 
Christ’s shed blood on the cross in order to secure salvation through human 
effort is to deny grace all together. The new heart given by the Holy Spirit has a 
genuine desire to perform the commandments of god, but trusts fully in the for-
giveness of God through Christ for daily failures.

Paul and those who ministered with him were confident of the call to preach the 
gospel. In Paul’s case Christ specifically appeared and called him. Paul didn’t 
boast of himself, rather he boasted of the power of the gospel. His whole life to 
the point of his calling was based on his flesh until he was confronted by Christ. 
There was nothing that could bring him off the single focus of preaching the 
gospel. No discouragement, persecution or suffering made Paul try to “figure 
out what he was doing wrong”. He says later in this letter:

He reminded the Philippians that he “learned to be content in whatever circum-
stances” he was (Php 4:11). This is the “mission” of all who are called to be minis-
ters of the gospel. Paul wasn’t focused on the quantity, but the quality. He knew 
that it was God who opened and closed doors and who gave the increase. The 
quality of the work was demonstrated in changed lives not in the quantity of 
people who “followed” them.

Though by human standards Paul would have all reasons to boast in himself, he 
didn’t even consider his flesh to be adequate. He called his fleshly credentials 
“rubbish” in Philippians chapter 3. If Paul were to boast about his flesh it would 
only be to point out his utter weaknesses (2 Cor 11:30; 12:9) in order to tell of how 
God worked through them to bring about the work of the gospel.

“Such confidence we have through Christ toward God.”

“Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, 
with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, 
then I am strong.” (2 Cor 12:10)
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“Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming 
from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, who also made us adequate 
as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the 
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”

Humility In The Ministry Of The New Covenant

3:5-6
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All false teachers will find a way to magnify something about themselves. Their 
style, popularity, fan fair, income; etc. are things that give them confidence. The 
ultra religious and self - righteous leadership of the Jews from which Paul came 
placed their confidence in their piety. But the Lord resists the proud and lifts up 
the humble and the gospel requires complete humility; to “rest” from our fleshly 
labors to “make ourselves adequate” before God.

Servants of a new covenant - from the beginning of God establishing His people 
through Abraham, He had promised Abraham countless offspring, a blessing, a 
land and ultimately a Messiah. To David He promised an eternal Son whose king-
dom would be forever. While God foretold of a new covenant (Jer. 31:31–34; 
Ezek. 16:60; 37:26), the Jews looked to the law for fulfillment of these things. Yet 
salvation through all history has always been based on the new covenant which 
was ratified in Christ’s blood.

All faith is a gift from God (Eph 2:8) and as the Spirit indwells us and causes us 
to recognize our guilt, repent and be saved through faith in Christ, we are 
brought from death to life. Since it is the power and working of the Spirit who 
gives life, all believers are adequate to share the gospel.

Ministry of death - The law is glorious in that it reflects the glory of God and His 
character. Notice how Paul keeps speaking of the ten commandments. Jesus 
said:
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“But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, 
so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses 
because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, how will the ministry of 
the Spirit fail to be even more with glory? For if the ministry of condemna-
tion has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness abound in 
glory. For indeed what had glory, in this case has no glory because of the 
glory that surpasses it. For if that which fades away was with glory, much 
more that which remains is in glory.”

“ ‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND 
WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ This is the great and 
foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ On these two commandments depend the 
whole Law and the Prophets.”. (Matt 22:37-40)

Righteousness Through The New Covenant

3:7-11

2



The Judaizers who plagued Paul everywhere he went sought to be justified 
through the law but as glorious as it is, no man has the power to perfectly 
comply with its demands thus it has a ministry of death. It points out the spiri-
tual death of man and condemns all who have not been saved through Christ. 
Paul says “What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the con-
trary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law;...(Rom 7:7)” 
Any who seek to be justified through the law in fact are carrying a death sen-
tence.

Gods glory was amazingly reflected in the face of Moses when he came down 
from the mountain carrying the law of God (Ex 34). But that reflected glory 
began to fade because Moses was not the source. He himself was a sinner and 
the effects of Gods glory on the external appearance of Moses wore off even 
though it had an amazing, even fearful impact on those who looked at Moses. 

The law is glorious but brings condemnation on sinful man. It was never 
intended to bring salvation and it had to fade in light of the new covenant. Since 
the ministry of the Spirit cannot fail to produce final salvation it is even more 
glorious. It produces righteousness and thus abounds in glory. Paul points out 
the purpose of the law in his letter to the Romans:

Page 5

Session 3 - Chapter 3

“Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, and 
are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the sons of 
Israel would not look intently at the end of what was fading away. But their 
minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old cov-
enant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. But 
to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; but when-
ever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the

Hope in The New Covenant

3:12-18

2

“ Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are 
under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may 
become accountable to God; because by the works of the Law no flesh will 
be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.
But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been mani-
fested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets even the righteous-
ness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there 
is no distinction; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being 
justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus;”. (Rom 3:19-24)



Hope is not new with the new covenant. Hope is a constant theme of those who 
trust in the lord throughout the Old Testament and it is based on the character 
of God and His forgiveness. Those who failed to see the heart of God in the law 
began to seek the law through piety as a means of justification. Any who hopes 
in the law becomes self righteous and blind to their own sin, yet they are con-
demned.

Jesus is the fulfillment of all of the Old Testament shadows and the promised 
Messiah and deliverer. Yet the promise was for God’s people to be delivered 
from their sins, not some temporal earthly predicament. As Jesus gave His life 
up on the cross, the temple veil was supernaturally ripped in two by God sym-
bolizing the direct access repentant sinners can have to God through Christ.

When Moses is read - This is not simply reading the Word of God but is a refer-
ence to those who still seek to be justified through it. All who continue in the law 
are in bondage and the veil of the law is still preventing them access to God. The 
veil is only lifted in effect when one repents and comes to Christ for the forgive-
ness of sins.

We who preach the gospel do it with boldness because we have a true hope 
based on God’s promises fulfilled in Christ on the cross and in the resurrection. 
The hope is internal through the Spirit and has an impact on the believers life.
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Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with 
unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, 
the Spirit.”
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