
“Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not 
lose heart, but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, 
not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the mani-
festation of truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the 
sight of God.”
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The Gospel of Christ is Light
4:1-2
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This ministry - This ministry is the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the good news that 
Jesus came to pay the penalty for sinners in his own flesh so that those who 
believe are saved from certain death. Paul attributes his knowledge of the 
gospel and his dispensing of it to the mercy of God which he received. He says 
in Ephesians that faith itself is a gift of God (Eph 2:8). Jesus told His disciples 
that He had chosen them (Jhn 13:18; 15:16,19) and also said that of all that the 
Father had “given to Him” He would lose none (Jhn 6:39; 10:29).

Paul doesn’t lose heart because of his reflection on this fact that “He who began 
a good work in you will be faithful to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus” 
(Php 1:6). It is the very sovereignty of God that brought Paul and all repentant 
sinners from darkness into light; from death into life; from Adam into Christ. He 
has already won the war for believers souls!! So the whole ministry of the gospel 
is a “sure thing”. It is the truth. It will surpass time and space and certainly Paul's 
circumstances and He, as called by God, will be there with Christ when the 
judgement comes.

Renounced the things hidden...shame - The most hidden sins that would make 
any man a hypocrite if exposed. He links this specific hypocrisy to false teachers 
once again. They hide who they truly are and what their motives are because 
they seek to deceive and to gain personally from their craftiness or adulterating 
the Word of God. Paul can say that his motives in investing in the Corinthians 
with the gospel of Christ are pure, and he therefore needs to hide nothing. As 
the Corinthians have had time to observe Paul, they have only been exposed to 
the truth and not man made lies or platitudes.

Every mans conscience in the sight of God - It is not anything special about 
Paul or his fellow ministers that are being commended to the conscience of the 
Corinthians, but the pure gospel message. As it is being manifest through their 
preaching and teaching. All who hear it are seeing the character of Paul and his 
fellow laborers because they are staying true to the Word and not taking advan-
tage of His people. God sees all and knows everyone who has been confronted 
with the gospel. It will not be Paul that will be great in the minds of those whom 
have heard the gospel through him, but the gospel itself.



“And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in 
whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving 
so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God.”

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him 
all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invis-
ible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have 
been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him 
all things hold together. He is also head of the body, the church; and He is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to 
have first place in everything. For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all 
the fullness to dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all things to Him-
self, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven.” (Col 1:15-20)
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Veiled to those who are perishing - There is nothing confusing about the gospel 
yet it cannot be understood by darkness. Mankind is born in a “perishing condi-
tion. Paul says in Ephesians that man is born dead in trespasses and sin (Eph 2:1) 
And of man it is said in the Psalms that there are none who seeks God (Ps 14:2; 
Rom 3:11). So in a dead and darkened state the natural man ”does not accept the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot under-
stand them, because they are spiritually appraised.“ (1Cor 2:14)

Foolish because the message that man is utterly fallen to the point of deserving 
the full wrath of God with no ability to merit a reduction in or removal of that 
wrath is against man’s pride. The idea that an individual would become nothing 
as Christ becomes everything is only acceptable to those who have been made 
alive to the gospel through the Holy Spirit. So it is not that Paul or his ministry 
partners have done anything to make the gospel confusing or unclear to those 
who are not repenting, it is because they remain hardened in their hearts and 
cannot submit to the truth.

In addition to the natural man’s dead condition, the adversary, Satan,  is working 
to deceive the nations. Paul said in Ephesians that we wrestle not with flesh and 
blood and Revelation claims that Satan deceives the nations (Rev 20:3). All 
three factors, the world, the flesh and the Devil, work to deceive man. The only 
power to see the light of the gospel through such darkness is if the power of 
God through His Spirit shines through by His grace.

Who is the image of God - Jesus, though fully man, is God. He said to Philip 
“Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He 
who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father'?” 
(Jhn 14:9). Paul writes in Colossians:



“For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as 
your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Light shall shine 
out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”

“And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 
nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made 
purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more 
excellent name than they.” (Heb 1:3-4)
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The author of Hebrews says:

If Christ is considered simply from the perspective that He is a man, fallen 
human logic prevents any consideration of His character. Yet people “worship” 
all kinds of public figures from heros to dictators. Many have even been thought 
of as a savior figure if not a god altogether. Many of those supposed gods have 
allowed themselves to be worshipped and thought of as gods in an all out 
expression of their pride and evil.

But in all the pomp and circumstance of any of these figures through history, 
none has ever claimed to have as their purpose laying down their life in order to 
pay for the sins of the world. Christ demonstrated His authority over creation, 
both the natural and supernatural aspects of it, but He Himself said that the 
greatest of sign of His claim to be God the Savior was the sign of Jonah (Mat 
12:39; 16:4; Luk 11:29,30).

There is no greater way for mankind to personally and intimately know God than 
through Him becoming a man. Obviously man cannot become God. Yet for God 
to become a man in order to save man truly is glorious and yet not obvious to 
dead and blind sinners. But for those who have been given sight, Christ is irre-
sistible and it is He whom is made much of.

Unlike all of the false teachers, philosophers, public figures, heros or dictators of 
the world, Paul and his ministry partners did not make much of themselves. 
Rather it is Christ who is magnified as those who minister His gospel become 
bond-servants to each other in the body of Christ for His sake. Just as God has 
the power to call light from darkness in creation, He has the power and is gra-
cious to cause His light to shine out of the darkness of fallen humanity.

It is only by His power that blind, dead people can see the glory of God in the 
person of Christ. The unredeemed reject Him, but the redeemed behold Him and 
cherish Him. We see the fullness of God in Him.



“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing great-
ness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;”
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“We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despair-
ing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always 
carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also 
may be manifested in our body. For we who live are constantly being deliv-
ered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. So death works in us, but life in you.”

4:8-12

2

Treasure in earthen vessels - The gospel of Christ is treasure. To be purchased 
by it, and governed by it in this earthly body is the demonstration of God’s 
power and not mans. Our clay vessels are powerless to form ourselves into any-
thing desirable to God. One of the purposes of our lives lived out after we come 
to the knowledge of Christ is to demonstrate His glory and power. No matter 
how much power and ability may be ascribed to human flesh, we are but dust.

The power - Not only is it supernatural for fallen man to see the light of Christ, 
it is by that same power that believers live out and preach the good news. It is a 
daunting task that faces all of the opposition of the world, the flesh and the Devil 
and yet it persists, why? So that God will be fully glorified as we testify of Him. 
Peter said to “always be ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to 
give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;” 
(1Pet 3:15). This hope is seen by the world as we persist in the gospel by God’s 
strength. Human weakness is an essential component to the magnification of 
the glory of God.

Paul gives four contrasting examples that demonstrate the power of God in 
salvation. In Acts chapter 5 we read of the account of Peter and other apostles 
being imprisoned and warned to not preach in the name of Christ and as Peter 
proclaimed the gospel to the Sanhedrin, they were deeply angered to the point 
of wanting to kill Peter and the apostles with him. But a pharisee named Gama-
liel reasoned this to the council after giving several examples of man made 
movements that had failed after their leader died:

Not Conquered Through Suffering

“So in the present case, I say to you, stay away from these men and let them 
alone, for if this plan or action is of men, it will be overthrown; but if it is of 
God, you will not be able to overthrow them; or else you may even be found 
fighting against God.”.” (Acts 5:38,39)
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“For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know 
whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I 
have entrusted to Him until that day.” (2Tim 1:12)

2

Despite all of the circumstances that would put an end to any man made move-
ment, the gospel’s persistence in redeemed humanity throughout history serves 
as a testimony to the power of God to accomplish all of His purposes.

Always carrying about in the body the death of Jesus - Jesus suffered and died 
physically in order to fulfill the will of the God in bringing salvation to man. His 
death would include not just the actual moment when He gave up His last 
breath, but all of the surrender of human will leading up to that point. Suffering 
the very things that Paul lists. Paul’s ministry consisted of the death of Jesus in 
all of the aspects he listed.

This is a reality for the believer in two ways. 1) Actual physical suffering and or 
death due to the testimony of Christ.  2) Death to the human will as the desire 
to see the gospel shine forth and Christ glorified is lived out. The affliction, frus-
tration, persecution and out right attack that Paul and other ministry workers 
suffered were both physical and emotional. But the persistent drive to labor in 
the gospel demonstrates that Jesus indeed lives. He promised to send another; 
a helper, the Holy Spirit who comes to dwell in us. And as He gives us the power 
to live out the gospel, Jesus is manifest in our mortal flesh.

The believer speaks from true life in Christ, not in wishful thinking. Paul quotes 
the Psalmist (116:10) who believed that despite his affliction God would answer 
him. Paul says that in the same manner of belief, laborers in the gospel speak the 
truth because we believe God will accomplish His work. This belief is based on 
the resurrection. Paul says:

That day when all believers will be resurrected like Christ and He will present us 
to the Father as His pure spotless bride. Paul points out that the whole point of 
salvation and sanctification are to bring glory to God.

“But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I 
BELIEVED, THEREFORE I SPOKE,” we also believe, therefore we also 
speak, knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 
Jesus and will present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, so that 
the grace which is spreading to more and more people may cause the 
giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God.”

4:13-15
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Although Paul just described the constant suffering he and others were going 
through in conformity to the death of Christ. That suffering can be extreme and 
the weaknesses of our mortal flesh serve to always remind us that in this current 
world, our bodies are passing away every day. All forms of suffering serve as that 
constant reminder that we are not home. Yet suffering as weighty as it is Paul 
calls light affliction compared to an eternal weight of glory.

No amount of time can be compared to eternity and no amount of suffering can 
be compared to glory in the resurrection. The flesh itself cannot give witness to 
this glory, but as the inner or new man is being matured, the glorious truth of 
eternal things are being witnessed to by the actions brought about in this mortal 
body. Paul and his  fellow laborers in the faith could say that their sufferings 
were used by God to bring about the salvation and sanctification of other 
believers.

The author of Hebrews writes:

Even though, as Paul says, the things we look for are not seen, there is evidence 
of them based on the supernatural hope in the heart of believers. As Jesus gave 
sight to the blind man he proclaimed “Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” (Jhn 9:25). When God gives 
sight to the blind that sight cannot be denied. So as we focus on the eternal we 
are able to endure through the temporal.

“Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet 
our inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction 
is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,
while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.”

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen.” (Heb 11:1)

4:7

Keeping An Eternal Perspective


