
“And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace 
of God in vain— “AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU,
AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED YOU.” Behold, now is “THE 
ACCEPTABLE TIME,” behold, now is “THE DAY OF SALVATION”—”

“He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, 
to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” (Acts 5:31)

“When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, “Well 
then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to 
life.”” (Acts 11:18)

“The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able 
to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are 
in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the 
knowledge of the truth,” (2Ti 2:24,25)
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The Message Of The Ministry

Don’t Deny The Gospel
6:1-2
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Not to receive the grace of God in vain - Continuing on in his message for all to 
be reconciled to God, Paul is addressing both genuine believers and those who 
are not. For the believers Paul has already been making a distinction between 
the pure gospel of the new covenant and the bondage of the Mosaic Covenant 
or the Law. Those who have come to Christ have done so because they were first 
made aware of the weight of their sin. God granted repentance to them:

Repentance brings a sinner from a total void of understanding concerning their 
sin to a weighty recognition of it in light of a holy God. Along with the guilt is a 
desire to turn from what is sinful in the sight of God to what is right in the sight 
of God. This is where the grace of God comes in to view in the gospel message. 

As Paul has been reminding the Corinthians, “ God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to Himself...(5:19)”  Faith believes that Christ has paid for our entire sin 
debt, not just a portion of it. Faith understands that God did this while we were  
yet enemies of His and that His grace offered freely to us is a gift based on His 
sovereign will,not on anything we offer. We flee from our “labors” in the flesh 
and cling to His gift.

The false teachers had the Corinthians caught up in two distinct directions of 
error that depart from grace rendering the receiving of it in vein. First were the 
teachers leading the Corinthians into licentiousness and idolatry teaching that 



“but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem 
and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that 
they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to 
repentance.” (Acts 26:20)
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whatever is done in the flesh is of no consequence because it perishes. The grace 
of God gets trampled since it denies the fact that believers are a new creature in 
Christ that have the power of the Holy Spirit within them. There should be a 
growth toward the character of Christ; a true desire to do what is pleasing to 
God knowing that we will indeed stand before Him some day in a very real body. 
We are told that true repentance is accompanied by evidence that one has 
received it:

Paul is not under the law yet he also is not living in a way that is contrary to the 
law of God because his pursuit of God and His people is from the heart based on 
faith in God’s forgiveness and imputed righteousness through faith in Christ. He 
refers to himself as a “bond-servant” of Christ. Freedom from the penalty of sin 
doesn’t remove constraint from a believer to live in a way that is contrary to 
God’s character.

While we know that Paul had to deal with the false teaching of licentiousness 
and idolatry, we have also seen how the grace of God has been received in vein 
by those who teach the law as the means for finding favor in the sight of God. 
The believing Corinthians were obviously heavily influenced by the message of 
legalism as we have just read Paul making the distinction between the law and 
the gospel.

In either case Paul reminds both believers and non that God had determined a 
way of salvation by quoting from Isaiah 49. Paul says “Now is “THE ACCEPT-
ABLE TIME,” behold now is “THE DAY OF SALVATION”- The message of recon-
ciliation is tarnished by those who go on living in sin and by those who seek to 
be justified by legalism. Either way is far from the heart of God.

The desire of true servants of God is to not allow either licentiousness or legal-
ism to derail the pure grace of the ministry of reconciliation. Just as Jesus con-
tinually pointed out that his ministry was to do the will of the Father, the servant 
of God is commended by his selflessness and love for the body of Christ and for 
people in general.

“giving no cause for offense in anything, so that the ministry will not be dis-
credited, but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God,...”

6:3-4a

Keep The Gospel Pure

Session 6 - Chapter 6



“in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, in beatings, in 
imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger,”

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom 5:8)

“For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed 
to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many 
brethren;” (Rom 8:29)

“in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in 
doctrine, dignified,” (Tit 2:7)

“As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were 
yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 
yourselves also in all your behavior;  because it is written, “YOU SHALL BE 
HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.”” (1Pe 1:14-16)
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The Marks Of The Ministry

Suffering For The Gospel

The Fruit Of True Servants Of Christ And The Source Of Their Power

6:4b-5

“in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genu-
ine love, in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righ-
teousness for the right hand and the left,”

6:6-7

2

There was no greater proof of the love of God toward man than through the 
ministry of Jesus.

For Paul and those who served with him, the suffering that they endured for the 
sake of the gospel commends their ministry. They did not rely on man - 
appointed credentials or fleshly boasting in order to validate their ministry, 
rather they demonstrated it through a servants heart. No false teacher or con-
vert would endure the same.

Purity - Applies to both actions and motives. Being a new creature in Christ is 
accompanied by the desire to live a life that is pure, not just as it appears to men, 
but with the perspective that God is our ever present audience. Our Fathers goal 
in bringing us into Christ is to bring us into conformity to Him. 

In living pure lives, the gospel remains unobscured. Paul tells Titus:
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“And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evan-
gelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints 
for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness 
of Christ. As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there 
by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of 
men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;” (Eph 4:11-14)

“For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for 
those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen 
my face, that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in 
love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of 
understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, 
Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowl-
edge.” (Col 2:1-3)
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The appeal from Paul is not only to make sure that our behavior is pure but that 
the doctrine of the gospel remain pure. Paul never deviated from the truth 
because he is not the source of the ministry, God is. He had previously, in chapter 
4, reminded them that if they were confused as to the message of the ministry 
it was not because he had made it that way, it was because of their unbelief and 
because of Satan blinding them. He said “we have renounced the things hidden 
because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of 
God,...”(2Cor 4:2).

Knowledge - Not from the academics of men. Paul said that he could have, of all 
men, boasted in his knowledge gained under the study of Gamaliel but he 
counted all of his fleshly credibility as rubbish. Even the knowledge of the law is 
nothing without the gospel. The knowledge Paul has in mind here is in what God 
has revealed in His Son.

The knowledge of Christ is gained by the power of the Holy Spirit through the 
reading of the scripture. Jesus said “in the scroll of the book it is written of 
me”(Ps 40:7; Heb 10:7). The knowledge of Christ is revealed in no other way; not 
through the philosophy of man and not through experience, but only through 
what is written of Him in scripture. Proverbs says that “the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge...” and Jesus said the one who rejects the Son rejects 
the Father (Mat 10:32,33,40).

Patience - Based on faith, knowing that God will not let His word return void (Isa 
55:11). Paul patiently endured physical sufferings for the sake of the gospel 
because he knew that God is faithful and able to accomplish all His good plea-
sure. This manifested in new converts and the maturation of existing ones. He  
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was able to endure with the continual defense he had to make of his own minis-
try and character, because he knew that by his example of faith God would bring 
about the discipleship of the church. He was patient because they were his 
investment.

Kindness - Goodness in action. God has shown us “the surpassing riches of His 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”(Eph 2:7) Kindness is listed as one 
of the fruits of the spirit in Galatians 5:22 and is produced in believers through 
the Holy Spirit to build up the church. While the natural world may commit kind 
acts, kindness continues to perform deeds which are good toward the body 
regardless of the response. The goal is to reflect God’s glory for the sake of the 
body. It’s exercise is not merited.

In The Holy Spirit - The one whom dwells within and works invisibly to produce 
the character of Christ within believers. Paul could not claim to have endured in 
the ministry by his own efforts. The Spirit granted Him conviction, faith and the 
character to continue on. The Spirit of God enlightens us to the truth and guides 
is in understanding. He does not leave us and is the pledge to our salvation.

Genuine love - God is love. He is the source of genuine love. Not based on emo-
tion, feelings, circumstances or others, His love is based on His own character 
and will. The Holy Spirit moves a believer to love others based on Gods charac-
ter. Paul demonstrated this toward the Corinthians in that he continued to love 
them in tears and suffering because he desired to see God glorified in them. God 
is also glorified in Paul’s selfless ministry.

The word of truth and power of God is the source of effective ministry in every 
believer. Paul says that we have the weapons of righteousness for the right 
hand and the left to fight spiritual battles with spiritual weapons. Paul says in 
Ephesians:

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the 
full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the 
schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
places.” (Eph 6: 10-12)

The Paradoxes Of Ministry

“by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report; regarded as deceiv-
ers and yet true; as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold, we live; 
as punished yet not put to death, as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor 
yet making many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all things.”

6:8-10
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Its bad enough to be misunderstood and mistreated by the world in response to 
the gospel in us, but that is to be expected as Jesus said that a servant is not 
greater than his master and since He suffered for the truth we will too. Peter 
says:

And John wrote:

In dying to selfishness of the flesh, the believer lives as unto Christ as the Spirit 
works out the reality of our salvation through us to build up the body of Christ. 
In his continual suffering Paul likens it to being punished. He was punished by 
both physical and civil means at the hands of unbelievers, but he was also pun-
ished by the immaturity of believers in Corinth and in other places. But the min-
istry that God have given to him and to those who ministered with him was not 
put to death.

Every believer possesses all things in Christ. This is true of the power and 
resources to live Christ - like:

And it is also true of our future in glorious resurrection. Paul lays out the riches 
of our inheritance in Christ as we our His own possession and all that God has 
lavished on us in Him. In the letters to the churches in Revelation, Christ makes 
many kingdom promises to those who endure in the faith to the end. This age 
and all of its physical possessions will perish as His kingdom is established that 
will never fade away.

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes 
upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening 
to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on 
rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with 
exultation.” (1 Pe 4:12,13)

“seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to 
life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His 
own glory and excellence.” (2 Pe 1:3)

“Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you.” (1 Jhn 3:13)

“Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened 
wide. You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your own 
affections. Now in a like exchange—I speak as to children—open wide to us 
also.”

A Challenge To Be Holy

6:11-13
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Heart is opened wide - Paul has not been a politician with the Corinthians. He 
has not held back in speaking to them what has been necessary for their pros-
perity in Christ. In spite of all of the misunderstanding, rebellion and abuse, Paul 
reaffirms his love and affection for them. There is not even a hint of reservation. 
This comes back to the fact that this love and affection has never been based on 
human ability or actions.

Restrained in your own affections - Now that they have repented, they have not 
do so by force, only be plea of Paul. He will not need to act to restrain them to 
do what is right, because they have come to a point of genuine repentance. 
Their obedience to the gospel and respect and kindness toward Paul will be 
driven by their own affections.

Righteousness vs. lawlessness - It was the “partnership” that the Corinthians 
had with the false teachers when they allowed them to proliferate their false 
doctrines. The result is plain to see in our study of Paul’s letters to the Corinthi-
ans. We as God’s people are in the world for the designated time and as such, 
we are to be loving and kind as we seek to represent Christ and proclaim the 
truth to the world. But partnership is an endeavor to reach the same goal; have 
the same purpose. Righteousness seeks to please God and see Him glorified 
whereas lawlessness is in complete defiance of God.

Darkness vs. light - The two worlds are completely contrasted, not simply oppo-
site ends of one spectrum. Darkness is the absence of light, not dimmed light. 
There can be no fellowship because as soon as the most minute amount of light 
comes into the equation, darkness isn’t darkness. As John says the darkness 
loves it’s darkness. Paul states that the two cannot enjoy fellowship.

Christ is God and Satan is not. Satan is totally opposed to God. There is not a 
single note in the entire spectrum of God’s character that Satan can find har-
mony with. He is a liar, a thief, a destroyer, a deceiver and possesses none of the 
qualities of God because of his fall. There is only one outcome for Satan and that 
is to be permanently judged by God. It may seem extreme but Paul is saying that 
is the reality of the lack of common ground between believers and unbelievers. 
While we share the same flesh, our new man serves a completely different 
Master. We are driven objectively by truth and not by the subjective whim of our 
fallen flesh.

“Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have 
righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?
Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common 
with an unbeliever?”

6:14-15
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Temple of God vs. Idols - The temple of God Paul is referring to is the Christian 
as we are the temple of the Holy Spirit. As we assemble, although it may be in a 
location or building, it is the assembly of believers that is the temple of God. All 
outside the church is idolatry in one form or another. Drawing from several Old 
Testament references, Paul validates the reality of believers being the temple of 
God.

Paul is not saying that we cannot welcome unbelievers in to hear the good news 
and experience the love of God through His people. But he is dealing with cred-
ibility that believers extend to teachers and leaders or anyone involved in minis-
try. There is no such thing as a spiritual partnership between believers and unbe-
lievers.

“Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the 
temple of the living God; just as God said, “I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND 
WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE 
MY PEOPLE. Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPA-
RATE,” says the Lord “AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And I will 
welcome you. And I will be a father to you, And you shall be sons and 
daughters to Me,” Says the Lord Almighty.”

6:16-18
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