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Session 8 - Chapters 8 & 9

The Model of Christian Giving

Macedonian Giving
“Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has 
been given in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction 
their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of 
their liberality. For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their 
ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much urging for the 
favor of participation in the support of the saints, and this, not as we had 
expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will 
of God. So we urged Titus that as he had previously made a beginning, so 
he would also complete in you this gracious work as well.”

8:1-6

2

In this portion of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians (chapters 8 and 9) we are given 
one of the best examples of what giving for believers should look like and what 
it should not. Before he addresses the Corinthians he provides them an example 
of how God has moved in the hearts of the churches of Macedonia. These 
churches would have included Philippi, Thessalonica and Berea. Paul mentions 
their deep poverty and this was due to the stress the region had been under 
because of wars and Roman plundering.

Grace of God - Just as the Holy Spirit moves to bring repentance and faith to 
believers, He gives us the grace to love the church and care for her needs. Paul 
credits God first for the great outpouring of love that has been demonstrated by 
the churches in Macedonia, yet he also credits them for their response to the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit. The evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work is in their 
abundance of joy. They had this joy despite the great ordeal of affliction and 
deep poverty.

There are three aspects of Macedonian giving that is viewed by Paul as com-
mendable:

1)According to their ability - Paul does not identify a fixed amount or percent-
age that believers are to give. Giving is to be proportionate based on what one 
actually has. However the desire to give is evidence that the grace of God is 
working in a believer.

2)Beyond their ability - This is speaking to sacrificial giving. The Macedonians 
were already living in poverty but they gave in a way that would cost them. In 
Mark 12:41-44, Jesus, while in the temple near the treasury, observed the large 
sums of money that the rich people were giving. He also observed a widow plac-
ing two copper coins into the treasury. Judging by amounts alone the larger 
sums would seem more sacrificial. But Jesus said that the rich gave out of sur-
plus while she gave out of her poverty; all she owned. It cost her to do it. While 
her heart was in the right place, Jesus does point the situation out primarily as 
an example or how the Pharisees were abusing the law. So sacrificial giving is 
not intended to keep people in poverty.
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3) Of their own accord - Unlike the tithe which was a requirement of the Mosaic 
law, Christian giving is to be motivated by the joy of it. Giving should not be by 
means of manipulation or intimidation. Paul and those who ministered with him 
did not have fund raising campaigns nor did they guilt the Macedonian churches 
into giving. He said their giving was “not as we had expected”.

Participation in the support of the saints - This is the proper perspective for 
Christian giving. The Macendonian believers recognized that giving in order to 
support the promotion of the gospel and the body of Christ was a privilege. 
They “begged for the favor”. In Matthew 6:25-34 Jesus points out that our 
Father will take care of all that we need but that our true motivation should be 
to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.

Paul reminds the Corinthians that earlier they had talked about their desire to 
give to the Jerusalem church when Titus was previously there but it had not yet 
been taken up. He is hoping that they still have this same desire.

Paul sort of lays out a “portfolio” of Christian works that demonstrate the love of 
Christ. The giving that they had originally implied that would like to be a part of 
toward the Jerusalem church, Paul urged them to abound in. As he commends 
them for the tremendous growth they have experienced in faith, utterance and 
knowledge, he includes giving as a work they should abound in also.

Sacrificial giving for the benefit of the body of Christ is a gracious work. Here 
Paul directly says that it is not a command, rather it is a means by which to prove 
the sincere love that is within us. The supreme example of non-obligatory, gra-
cious love is Jesus Christ.

Though He was rich - Speaking to His deity, the Son of God is eternal (Is 9:6; Mic 
5:2; Jn 1:1; 8:58) and possesses all things. He has all authority, power, control, 
glory and honor and is lacking nothing (Jn 10:30; 17:5; Col 1:15-18; 2:9; Heb 1:3). 

He became poor - The mystery of the Son becoming flesh and blood (Jn 1:14; Ro 
1:3; 8:3; Gal 4:4; Col 1:20; 1Ti 3:16; Heb 2:7) Paul says of Him in Philippians “Have 

Our Pattern is Christ

“But just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and knowl-
edge and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that you 
abound in this gracious work also. I am not speaking this as a command, 
but as proving through the earnestness of others the sincerity of your love 
also. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty 
might become rich.”

8:7-9
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existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being 
made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.(vv.5-8)”

As a man Jesus was supplied with what was necessary for Him to live but He had 
no earthly possessions. Even if He were the richest man on earth (from a mate-
rial perspective) He would have been poor compared to where He came from. 
But the incarnation wasn’t the poorest condition that He endured it was the 
death of a common criminal that He suffered which was His lowest point. His 
great sacrifice was in order to demonstrate His great love for us.

That you......might become rich - Even if by mans standards a man is wealthy, he 
is completely bankrupt spiritually until the grace of God moves. We are born into 
Adams race dead in trespasses and sins having not God as our Father. But 
through faith in Christ we have the adoption as sons and can call God our Father. 
Paul writes to the Ephesians:

Continue What You Started

“I give my opinion in this matter, for this is to your advantage, who were the 
first to begin a year ago not only to do this, but also to desire to do it. But 
now finish doing it also, so that just as there was the readiness to desire it, 
so there may be also the completion of it by your ability. For if the readi-
ness is present, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He 
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy 
and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,
to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in 
the Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgive-
ness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace which He lav-
ished on us. In all wisdom and insight He made known to us the mystery of 
His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him with a 
view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the 
summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the 
earth. In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predes-
tined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of 
His will, to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to 
the praise of His glory.”   (Eph 1:3-12 )NASB

8:10-15
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My opinion / your advantage - Paul reminds them that they not only had the 
desire but they had the means by which to invest in the body of Christ. As before 
he is reminding them that they are not under obligation but that their gift would 
be to their advantage.

As we invest for Christ’s sake we have treasure laid up in heaven and we will defi-
nitely reap the spiritual blessings here as the Lord encourages us through His 
spirit. We are blessed to see the spiritual growth and well being of brothers and 
sisters in Christ who have benefitted from our gift. Additionally we are promised 
that our needs will be supplied just as sure as the Lord takes care of the sparrow 
and the flower (Mat 6:19-34).

Finish doing it - Another important principle concerning giving is to move when 
the Spirit moves you to do so as you have the means and the desire. Paul was 
encouraged by their desire to give but since it had been a year since the desire 
was made known there is room for not only the means to become diminished 
but the desire. He does remind them that they cannot give what they do not 
have even if the desire is there.

By way of equality - Paul is not preaching a form of socialism in which the goal 
is to redistribute wealth. Notice he qualifies the giving to the needy by framing 
it with “not for the ease of others and for your affliction” So he again has the 
whole body of Christ in mind and as portions of it are in need due to circum-
stances outside of their direct control. War, persecution, famine, drought, failed 
economies, physical disabilities, abandonment; etc. are the types of circum-
stances that puts people into a needy situation that those who have supply 
beyond their needs can meet.

Paul uses a great example from the times of the Exodus when the Lord provided 
His people with manna (Ex 16:18). All who were able gathered for themselves 
and some extra so that those who could not gather enough or any at all were 
also cared for.

according to what he does not have. For this is not for the ease of others 
and for your affliction, but by way of equality— at this present time your 
abundance being a supply for their need, so that their abundance also may 
become a supply for your need, that there may be equality; as it is written, 
“HE WHO gathered MUCH DID NOT HAVE TOO MUCH, AND HE WHO 
gathered LITTLE HAD NO LACK.””

The Jerusalem Offering

“But thanks be to God who puts the same earnestness on your behalf in 
the heart of Titus. For he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself 

8:16-24
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Accountability - In this endeavor to take up a collection for the church in Jerusa-
lem, it is not only important that the heart of the Corinthians be right before the 
Lord in their sacrifice, but that those who handle the resources who will be 
responsible for the distribution of them are honorable and accountable. Paul 
sends Titus back to the Corinthians to lead the effort. He has been with Paul 
ministering to the Corinthians from the start and they know and trust him. He 
has the same kind of love for the Corinthians as Paul and is equally moved by 
their devotion to the Lord and the Church. He is also familiar with their original 
promise to take up an offering for the Jerusalem church.

Men appointed by the church - Two other brothers are sent with Titus for the 
purpose of credibility. The chief concern of Paul is to glorify the Lord in this 
offering. There must be no room for criticism or accusation allowed from men or 
before the Lord in the handling of what the Lord’s people have given for the 
needs of others. Even though Titus is trustworthy and honest, two additional 
brothers are sent along with him for this purpose of accountability. They are 
men who are well known with an honorable reputation and have been appointed 
by the churches. There is no secret handling of the gifts, but full transparency is 
exercised.

These are important principles for giving for all believers at all times. Our 
primary goal in giving should be to bring glory to the Lord. Therefore it is our 
responsibility to make sure that what we give from a joyful heart is handled by 
credible, godly people who give full accountability for the handling of the 
resources. It is also important that we sow in a fruitful way by recognizing the 
genuine need both for ministerial work and for practical provision for those who 
are in need. It is important to note that the primary beneficiary of the collected 
gift is the church itself. 

very earnest, he has gone to you of his own accord. We have sent along 
with him the brother whose fame in the things of the gospel has spread 
through all the churches; and not only this, but he has also been appointed 
by the churches to travel with us in this gracious work, which is being 
administered by us for the glory of the Lord Himself, and to show our readi-
ness, taking precaution so that no one will discredit us in our administra-
tion of this generous gift; for we have regard for what is honorable, not 
only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men. We have sent with 
them our brother, whom we have often tested and found diligent in many 
things, but now even more diligent because of his great confidence in you.
As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you; as for our 
brethren, they are messengers of the churches, a glory to Christ. Therefore 
openly before the churches, show them the proof of your love and of our 
reason for boasting about you.”

Responsibility In Giving
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Superfluous / our boasting about you - Paul displays great consideration for 
the Corinthian believers in this reminder of their pledge. He notes that his 
request for them to finish what they had begun probably wasn’t even necessary 
because of the genuineness of their hearts toward the Lord and His church. But 
he had boasted about them and their eagerness to share their resources with 
the Jerusalem church. The final aspect of this collection was to be that Paul 
would meet up with those whom he sent out before him in Corinth to take the 
offering back to Jerusalem.

He has kind consideration for the Corinthians. Adhering to the principle that 
giving should not be under compulsion, Paul doesn't want to put them on the 
spot when he arrives with some other Macedonians who have only heard of the 
reputation of the Corinthians. He has consideration to not put them to open 
shame and also to not have those who came along be disappointed by any hesi-
tation by the Corinthians in regards to their original pledge.

Not affected by covetousness - On the last note Paul understands that sin can 
always get in the way of good intention. In the early church God made an 
example of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11) who had attempted to hold back 
what they had originally promised to the Lord while maintaining the appearance 
that they had given all. They were taken by the Lord before the congregation as 
an example of the seriousness of fearing men more than God.

While the Corinthians had already pledged a generous amount, Paul knew that 
they had time to reconsider and desire to use the funds personally since the col-
lection effort had been stalled. He did not want them to go back on their word 
as it would do harm to the name of Christ and their reputation.

Keeping The Corinthians Honest

“For it is superfluous for me to write to you about this ministry to the 
saints; for I know your readiness, of which I boast about you to the Mace-
donians, namely, that Achaia has been prepared since last year, and your 
zeal has stirred up most of them. But I have sent the brethren, in order 
that our boasting about you may not be made empty in this case, so that, 
as I was saying, you may be prepared; otherwise if any Macedonians 
come with me and find you unprepared, we—not to speak of you—will be 
put to shame by this confidence. So I thought it necessary to urge the 
brethren that they would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand 
your previously promised bountiful gift, so that the same would be ready 
as a bountiful gift and not affected by covetousness.”

9:1-5
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Sowing and reaping - This appeal to the heart of believers in giving is based on 
a simple example from agriculture. No farmer holds onto his seed for fear that 
he will not get anything out of sewing it. Rather with great expectation of a 
bountiful harvest the seed is sown in abundance knowing that if the sewing 
effort is light, then so will be the harvest.

As he has purposed in his heart - Again Paul puts an emphasis on freedom in 
giving, not compulsion. The expectation is that the believer trusts the Lord with 
what is given out of a thankful and joyous response to salvation. It should be 
based on a trust that the Lord will provide and that He is worthy of our invest-
ment as He has invested beyond measure in us.

Having an abundance for every good deed - Based on the principle of reaping, 
Gods children who sew with the right motives will be supplied for the continued 
purpose of the grace of giving. This promise is only applicable when giving is 
carried out with the right motives. We will be given abundance for every good 
deed. Notice that seed is supplied for sewing and in the process it is righteous 
acts that have reaped a harvest. Blessing from sewing can bring much joy and 
return in this age, but the greater treasure is in the age to come.

Producing thanksgiving to God - God who is the supplier not only of the gra-
cious attitude in giving but also the seed to sew, does so for the purpose of His 
own glory. This is why giving cannot be a spectacle for individuals, because God 
rightfully gets the credit since He is the source of the supply and the righteous-
ness in the act. It is right that thanksgiving be to God for what He is able to do 
through His people.

Cheerful Giving

“Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he 
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do just as 
he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an 
abundance for every good deed; as it is written, “HE SCATTERED 
ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES 
FOREVER.” Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 
will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, 
which through us is producing thanksgiving to God.”

9:6-11

“For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of 
the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. 

9:12-14
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Glorify God - going hand in hand with thanksgiving toward God for His supply 
is the glory He receives when the evidence of the gospels effectiveness is 
observed. Believers are commended for obedience to the gospel, the confession 
of it and the giving that is linked to it. The Corinthians had demonstrated the 
true working of the gospel in them because as they had abundance, they gave 
“liberally” in their desire to support the body of Christ. They had demonstrated 
that they loved Christ and the church more than what they could accumulate in 
worldly possessions.

The returns to the Corinthians were abundant through the prayers of those who 
would receive their gifts. While there may be some who have contempt even for 
those who give to them, generally the response from genuine believers who rec-
ognize the grace of God are endeared to those who lovingly supply for their 
needs. The beneficiaries of the Corinthians liberal giving would not only be pray-
ing for them but would yearn for them as they recognize the grace of God in 
their selfless acts.

Jesus Christ; the Son given by the Father to mankind is the supreme example of 
liberal giving. His sacrifice to pay for a debt that could not even be imagined 
much less paid back is indescribable. That gift is not only that our debt is paid in 
full, but that we have been given His righteousness and the adoption as sons of 
God. His gift is eternal having no end. Contemplation on this reality is what 
moves the heart of a believer to be a cheerful giver.

Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your 
obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality 
of your contribution to them and to all, while they also, by prayer on your 
behalf, yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you.”

“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!”9:15


