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Session 9 - Chapter 10 - 11:15

Not A Physical Battle

“Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—I 
who am meek when face to face with you, but bold toward you when 
absent! I ask that when I am present I need not be bold with the confidence 
with which I propose to be courageous against some, who regard us as if 
we walked according to the flesh. For though we walk in the flesh, we do 
not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of 
the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.”

10:1-4

2

While this second letter written to the Corinthians by Paul was in response to his 
knowledge of their repentance and also to let them know he was soon coming 
to them, there is obviously still a minority who are in a place of rebellion and 
questioning Paul’s authority. He therefore continues to make a gentle plea for 
the remaining sceptics and disobedient to come to a point of repentance as the 
majority have.

Meekness and gentleness of Christ - He is the ultimate example that Paul can 
use to not mistake restraint for weakness. Jesus who created all things could 
have at any moment had all of His killers, all of those who were mocking Him at 
the cross instantly slain by His own word, but He instead was humbly asking the 
Father to forgive them. Through history God has preserved His Word and made 
it available for mankind to read and repent. In spite of the many who remain 
rebellious to Him, He remains patient in restraint in order to display grace (2Pe 
3:9).

However as Christ may be viewed by the world as weak, He accomplished the 
greatest victory in all of history; salvation for repentant sinners from sin and 
death. In His humanity Jesus relied on the power of the Holy Spirit throughout 
His ministry and it is the Holy Spirit who moves to bring life and light to dead 
and darkened sinners. Motivated by love, Paul has exercised the same meekness 
and gentleness toward the rebellious Corinthians knowing that it would not be 
by him alone that they would repent and be renewed in their minds.

Courageous against some - Those who have either not been enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit or who are Christians under sinful influence, understanding is gov-
erned by appearances. Those who were leading the rebellion against Paul and 
those who were following them, assumed that Paul had no power or influence as 
they had seen him prior and he, as he claims, isn’t particularly eloquent nor is he 
of fearful stature or temper. He has exercised much grace towards them. They 
therefore have presumed that he is weak and have limited their understanding 
of his effectiveness to his physical appearance and human ability. But if neces-
sary he will demonstrate power and authority in rebuking them publicly.
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“We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against 
the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the 
obedience of Christ, and we are ready to punish all disobedience, when-
ever your obedience is complete. You are looking at things as they are out-
wardly. If anyone is confident in himself that he is Christ’s, let him consider 
this again within himself, that just as he is Christ’s, so also are we.”

10:5-7

2

Weapons / destruction of fortresses - By the power and authority of the Holy 
Spirit Paul, who has sought the Holy Spirit in much prayer, will be given the 
strength and presence of mind to say and do what he must in order to confront 
sin and false teaching in the church. He warns any remaining rebellious that 
when he arrives he will not be weak in his resolve to finish the chastening of the 
local body that has been taking place.

The fortresses that Paul is talking about are those in place due to sin and 
demonic influences. They are fortresses in the minds of men. No man can be 
transformed by human reason or intellect. The understanding of natural man 
causes him to rely on his intellect, and eloquence to influence people, yet no 
natural man can stop the power of the word of God spoken by Holy Spirit filled 
and empowered men of God from having a life changing impact on believers. 
This battle is over truth and in Ephesians 6:17 Paul calls into use the Sword of the 
Spirit that we might defeat lies and error with truth (Jhn 17:17; Heb4:12).

No matter how resistent the unbeliever, nor how stubborn the wayward believer, 
the Holy Spirit has His way; always. He uses faithful Christians to speak forth the 
truth and it is the truth that sets us free. So Paul can know with confidence that 
he can stand and confront the rebellious publicly because he will be empowered 
and made effective by the Holy Spirit.

Destroying speculations - There is the knowledge of God; the truth and then 
there is everything else. It is objective truth vs. subjective truth and speculation 
is the foundation of all false religion and error within the church. In other words 
the children of God do not have to look very hard to discover what the truth of 
God is and how He has commanded us to believe and live.

The obedience of Christ - Christ is the Word and as we examine scripture we 
see Him. His whole ministry was focused on one central theme to do the will of 
the Father(Jhn 4:34; 5:30; 6:38; etc.). Anything that we “imagine” to be true and 
what is required for Christian thinking and living is to be reflective of Christ’s 
obedience to the will of the Father. As Paul writes to prepare the Corinthians for 
his arrival, he warns that by then those who are Christ’s will have repented and 
those who are still in rebellion will be disciplined before the congregation as 
being in outright defiance of the truth and asked to leave the fellowship.
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“For even if I boast somewhat further about our authority, which the Lord 
gave for building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be put to 
shame, for I do not wish to seem as if I would terrify you by my letters.
For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence 
is unimpressive and his speech contemptible.” Let such a person consider 
this, that what we are in word by letters when absent, such persons we are 
also in deed when present.”

10:8-11

“For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who 10:12

2

For those who regard their actions so casually simply because they say or have 
made themselves believe that they are children of God, they need to realize that 
those who, in love, confront them with error and sinful living are also armed with 
the claim that they are Christ’s. A house divided cannot stand and the Lord is 
not the author of confusion.

Paul told the Philippians to “work out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling” as a reminder that our salvation and knowledge of truth is based on God’s 
work and His authority. Here, one again, Paul links his actions and proclamation 
of the truth to the authority of Christ, not his own musings. The rebellious in this 
case cannot be guided by the same truth that Paul is and since Paul has been 
proven to represent Christ by his words and actions, then those who are still in 
rebellion against Paul, claiming to be Christ’s are not.

Not be put to shame - Paul is not talking about his personal pride in front of the 
Corinthian congregation, rather he is talking about his message and authority. 
Those who remain confident in their opposition to Paul in spite of the fact that 
they are now in the minority, since the genuine followers of Christ have 
repented, will be brought under final discipline and removed form the fellow-
ship. Clearly the ring leaders were pointing to the last visit of Paul that ended 
with his departure under grievous terms.

At that point Paul realized that the congregation had not yet repented to the 
point of being able to distinguish those who needed to be removed. With the 
news of the conviction and response of the congregation to Paul’s severe letter, 
Paul knew that the Holy Spirt had moved and by the Spirit’s authority and the 
submission of the true believers, those who mocked Paul and the truth could 
now be effectively dealt with and such action would be carried out by Paul and 
those in authority with him.

The Limits of Paul’s Authority
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“But we will not boast beyond our measure, but within the measure of the 
sphere which God apportioned to us as a measure, to reach even as far as 
you. For we are not overextending ourselves, as if we did not reach to 
you, for we were the first to come even as far as you in the gospel of 
Christ;”

10:13-14

“not boasting beyond our measure, that is, in other men’s labors, but with 
the hope that as your faith grows, we will be, within our sphere, enlarged 
even more by you, so as to preach the gospel even to the regions beyond 
you, and not to boast in what has been accomplished in the sphere of 
another. But HE WHO BOASTS IS TO BOAST IN THE LORD. For it is not he 
who commends himself that is approved, but he whom the Lord com-
mends.”

10:15-18

commend themselves; but when they measure themselves by themselves 
and compare themselves with themselves, they are without understand-
ing.”

2

Without understanding - Unlike Paul who only compares himself to Christ as the 
standard, the arrogant false teachers make up their own standards and compare 
themselves to each other. They boast about man made and esteemed creden-
tials that have no regard for the will and truth of God. By doing so they are 
revealing the truth about their understanding or lack thereof.

God apportioned measure - From the very beginning of Paul’s ministry, God 
had been the one to call him and appoint to him what he must do and who he 
would influence for the sake of Christ. Paul relied on the Spirit for open doors 
and knew that closed doors were also the will of God. He did not generate “his 
own” ministry but was simply faithful to the truth and allowed God to move him 
where he would be effective by God’s design.

So while Paul may not have been a Corinthian native, he was not over stepping 
his authority or bounds since it was he, and those with him, who first came to 
Corinth and planted the seed of the gospel. As he continued to labor amongst 
them, he did so in his own field. It was not the false teachers who planted the 
seeds of the gospel in Corinth.

While Paul was not concerned with self promotion, he was eager to see the 
gospel’s reach expanded beyond the region of Corinth. As they matured and 
aligned themselves with the calling of Christ, Paul’s ministry, that of his team and 
of the Corinthians themselves would be increased in missionary efforts. This 
would all be evidence that the Lord has moved and caused the increase and any 
boasting will be to that truth.
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“I wish that you would bear with me in a little foolishness; but indeed you 
are bearing with me. For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I 
betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a 
pure virgin.”

11:1-2

“But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your 
minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to 
Christ.  For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not 
preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or 
a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beauti-
fully.”

11:3-4

2

Even though Paul has been rebuking boasting, he must remind them once again 
about his own credentials that are based on a sincere heart with genuine mo-
tives which is to see their well being in Christ. He views them as his field into 
which he has sewn the gospel seed. Paul feels like a father who has given his 
daughters hand in marriage and desires to see her remain faithful and pure in 
that marriage. The false teachers are presenting them with spiritual harlotry and 
there will always be those who attempt to do the same. He is as he says “jealous 
with a godly jealousy” for their commitment to the truth of Christ.

By his craftiness - The skill of Satan in leading Eve into deception was through 
his subtleties. Paul is not concerned that they will leave him, but Christ. The 
whole point of the gospel is that Christ be glorified and not men. In simplicity 
the follower of Christ relies on Him the way a child does his parents. In purity 
Christians should be devoted to Christ with no ulterior motives for self recogni-
tion or self glory. Satan caused Eve to doubt the faithfulness of God in His care 
for her. He also caused her to desire to become “like God” in her knowledge so 
that she could be magnified. Before the fall, Adam and Eve had this simplicity 
and purity of devotion.

Another Jesus - In the same fashion as the serpent, the false teachers first pres-
ent “another Jesus” which is someone other than Jesus viewed with the same 
significance. “Jesus” means “Jehovah is savior” So another Jesus would be 
another savior.

A different spirit - Additionally there are demonic forces involved working in the 
lies of false teachers. Since believers are in dwelt with the Holy Spirit, they 
cannot be inhabited by demons but can come under the influence of them. 
Unbelievers can not only be influenced by, but, on some occasions, be actually 
possessed by them.

Concern That They Would Not Be Led Astray
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“For I consider myself not in the least inferior to the most eminent 
apostles. But even if I am unskilled in speech, yet I am not so in knowl-
edge; in fact, in every way we have made this evident to you in all things.”

11:5-6

“Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you might be exalted, 
because I preached the gospel of God to you without charge? I robbed 
other churches by taking wages from them to serve you; and when I was 
present with you and was in need, I was not a burden to anyone; for when 
the brethren came from Macedonia they fully supplied my need, and in 
everything I kept myself from being a burden to you, and will continue to 
do so. As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be 
stopped in the regions of Achaia. Why? Because I do not love you? God 
knows I do! But what I am doing I will continue to do, so that I may cut off 
opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as 
we are in the matter about which they are boasting.”

11:7-122

A different gospel -  The gospel is the good news that although all men are sin-
ners who are deserving of eternal judgement in hell, God sent His Son Jesus to 
pay the penalty for our sin with His own blood. His finished work, not our failed 
works, is enough to cleanse from all unrighteousness in the Fathers sight. In 
claiming to be Christians and part of the church the Corinthians would have had 
to received the gospel that Paul originally brought to them. Yet any who would 
receive a different gospel would demonstrate that they have indeed been 
deceived as Eve had been.

All other supposed gospel claims are built on what man can and must do in 
order to merit salvation or they minimize the need for repentance and the sever-
ity of sin.

Eminent apostles - Whether self proclaimed or made eminent in the minds of 
men who incorrectly elevated them based on human ability, Paul points out that 
he is not inferior in his apostleship even to the most highly esteemed, why? 
Because his apostleship is based on the knowledge of God. This has been made 
evident in every way; in his proclamation of the truth and in his sacrificial love 
and care for them. All of the self proclaimed “eminent apostles” were not sent 
by the Lord.

Paul again reminds the Corinthians that his ministry in their midst cost them

Paul vs. False Apostles
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“For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising them-
selves as apostles of Christ. No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself 
as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also dis-
guise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be accord-
ing to their deeds..”

“But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we 
have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!” (Gal 1:8-9)

11:13-15

2

nothing. He says he “robbed other churches”meaning their resources supplied 
his need while he ministered to the Corinthians. Even though he, as a man, has 
certain basic material needs, he never became a burden to any of them but was 
instead provided for by the giving of other churches. The way Paul phrases this 
is important because if a local church is expected to provide for its own ser-
vants; those whose sole vocation it is to minister the gospel.

Boasting of mine - not to be compared to the self - centered boasting of false 
teachers, Pauls boasting was to keep the gospel pure. While he rebuked men 
boasting in themselves, Paul must boast about his ministry and the ministry of 
those who faithfully served with him because it serves as an example of what a 
true messenger of God looks like. They present Jesus and no other. They are in 
dwelt with and empowered by the Holy Spirit and they preach the one true 
gospel without making anything of themselves. Additionally they serve sacrifi-
cially, loving the body of Christ.

Paul would vigorously guard against false teachers getting the same credibility 
as those who are genuinely called by God to minister the gospel.

Paul says to the Galatians:

He makes no effort to be politically correct in identifying who these false teach-
ers are agents of; Satan. Unity must not take president over the truth rather it is 
the truth, when recognized and honored, that will bring about unity. All false 
teachers will receive a just condemnation (Rm 3:8; Jude 4, 13) and a destructive 
end (Php 3:19; 2Pe 2:1; 3:16).

Satan deceived Eve using God’s Word, but twisted it. False teachers operate 
with the same “light”.


