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Pastoral Epistles: Session 17

Text: 2 Timothy 2:14-19
I. Approved Workers: Command Links (2:14)

““Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about words, 
which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.” (2 Timothy 2:14, ESV)
A. ____________ Them

1. Jesus Christ: (2:8-13)
a. Risen from the dead
b. Offspring of David
c. Subject of preaching
d. We died & live with him
e. He will not deny us
f. He remains faithful
g. He cannot deny himself

2. The Word: Is not bound (2:9)
B. _______________ Them

1. Not to __________ about words
2. ________________ the hearers

II. Approved Workers: Rightly Divide the Word (2:15)
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be 
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15, ESV)
A. Approved Workman - ___________ and found to be ______________
B. Right Dividing (cut ______________)

1. To "cut it" means that we take what we've been given and _______ ____ _______.  
2. To "cut straight" the word of God means to read it, understand it, teach it, and live by 

it.
C. The Word of Truth - It doesn't just contain truth, it _____ truth...absolute truth!

III. Approved Workers: Avoid Irreverent Babble (2:16-18)
“But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness, and 
their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have 
swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are 
upsetting the faith of some.” (2 Timothy 2:16–18, ESV)
A. Avoid Irreverent Babble

1. Avoid - present imperative
2. Irreverent - worthless; __________
3. Babble - empty talk; ____________

B. Why?
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1. Leads to ______________ ungodliness
2. Spreads like ______________

C. For example: - Hymenaeus & Philetus
1. _____________ from the truth
2. Said resurrection already happened
3. Upsetting the __________ of some
“among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan that 
they may learn not to blaspheme.” (1 Timothy 1:20, ESV)

IV. Approved Workers: Depart from Iniquity (2:19)
“But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” 
and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”” (2 Timothy 2:19, 
ESV)
A. But, God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal:

1. The Lord ___________ those who are his
2. All who are his: __________ from iniquity!
“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. Do not 
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves 
to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as 
instruments for righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not 
under law but under grace.” (Romans 6:12–14, ESV)
“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint 
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him.” (Colossians 3:12–17, ESV)

*********************************
For Next Time (6/5/2016):

1. Read 2 Timothy through one time
2. Re-read 2 Timothy 2 & 3 and meditate on these truths:

• The imperative for holy living.
• The godlessness of the last days.
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