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Text: 2 Timothy 2:20-26
I. Honorable Vessels: The Word Picture (2:20)

“Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and 
clay, some for honorable use, some for dishonorable.” (2 Timothy 2:20, ESV)
A. Large House: Two Types of ___________

1. Gold & Silver (__________)
2. Wood & Clay (_____________)

B. Visible Church: Two Types of __________
1. True Believers (honorable)
2. Hypocrites (dishonorable)
“He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a man who sowed good seed in his field, but while his men were sleeping, his enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So when the plants came up 
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the servants of the master of the 
house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then 
does it have weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to 
him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the 
weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow together until the harvest, 
and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in 
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”” (Matthew 13:24–30, ESV)

II. Honorable Vessels: Their Description (2:21)
““Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for 
honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good 
work.” (2 Timothy 2:21, ESV)
A. Those who cleanse themselves from sin; this cleansing is:

1. ___________ (aorist tense)
2. ____________ (subjunctive mood)

B. What it produces:
1. vessel for ___________ use
2. ______ _________ as holy
3. _________ to the master
4. __________ for every good work
“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. Do not 
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves 
to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as 
instruments for righteousness.” (Romans 6:12–13, ESV)

III. Honorable Vessels: Their Character (2:22-24)
“So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with 
those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant 
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controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. And the Lord’s servant must not be 
quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil,” (2 Timothy 2:22–
24, ESV)
A. A Life of Doing & Not Doing

1. Doing:
a. _________: youthful passions
b. __________: righteousness, faith, love, peaceWhy?

2. Not Doing: foolish, ignorant controversies, leading to ____________
B. But Being:

1. _________ to everyone
2. able to ___________
3. ___________ enduring evil
4. gently _____________ opponents

IV. Honorable Vessels: Their Influence (2:25-26)
“correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading 
to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare 
of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.” (2 Timothy 2:25–26, ESV)
A. By Gently Correcting their Opponents...

1. God might grant the _____________, leading to truth
2. they come to their senses and _____________ damnation
The Christian must never assume that those who are ensnared by the devil’s false 
teaching are irretrievably lost. The gospel must be proclaimed to all. - RC Sproul
‘Terrible things are happening to me. The “Spirit” or “Real I” is showing an alarming 
tendency to become much more personal and is taking the offensive, and behaving just 
like God.’ - CS Lewis
“Shall I adopt Christianity”, I now wait to see whether it will adopt me: i.e. I now know 
there is another Party in the affair—that I’m playing poker, not Patience, as I once 
supposed.’ - CS Lewis

*********************************
For Next Time (6/12/2016):

1. Read 2 Timothy through one time
2. Re-read 2 Timothy 3 and meditate on these truths:

• The godlessness of the last days
• The Inspiration of Scripture
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