
Session 20
Pastoral Epistles
2 Timothy 3:10-17 

“Living By The Inspired Word”  





Pastoral Epistles: Session 20

Text: 2 Timothy 3:10-17
Introduction: With the problem of the false teachers fully in view, Paul once more turns to 
exhorting Timothy to faithfulness, first in terms of the example which Paul has set, and then as 
obedience to Scripture.
I. Living By The Inspired Word: Paul's Discipleship Model (3:10-12)

“You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my 
patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me 
at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the 
Lord rescued me. Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted,” (2 Timothy 3:10–12, ESV)
A. This is not the first time Paul appeals to others to follow his example

“for which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, which is why I suffer as I 
do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that he 
is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me. Follow the pattern of the 
sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.” 
(2 Timothy 1:11–13, ESV)
“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 11:1, ESV)

B. Antioch … Iconium … Lystra 
1. Three cities in the Roman province of Galatia where Paul preached the gospel on his 

first missionary journey
2. Against significant opposition, Paul succeeded in establishing a church in each city.

“When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they 
returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the 
disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. And when they had appointed elders 
for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed.” (Acts 14:21–23, ESV)

3. Paul: which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me
4. Indeed (emphatic adverb)
5. ___________ to live godly…__________ suffer persecution

“Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If 
they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also 
keep yours.” (John 15:20, ESV)

II. Living By The Inspired Word: Downward Progress of Evil (3:13)
“while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being 
deceived.” (2 Timothy 3:13, ESV)
A. And now the reason why evil continues is stated: wickedness will _________ desist, but 

will only______________ …
III. Living By The Inspired Word: Persevere in Truth (3:14-15)

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
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writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” (2 
Timothy 3:14–15, ESV)
A. But...in contrast to the evil people & impostors

1. Continue (pres)
2. Have Learned (aor)
3. Firmly Believed (aor)
4. Knowing (perf)

B. Persevere with your connection to the past Timothy
C. Learned from Whom?

1. Paul (vs. 10-11)
2. Grandmother Lois, Mother Eunice (1:5)

D. What is the significance of this memory?
1. It is their ______ to the Sacred Writings that makes this important!
2. What is it that the Sacred Writings do…make you ________ for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus.
IV. Living By The Inspired Word: Inspiration & Purpose of Scripture (3:16-17)

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16–17, ESV)
A. What is breathed out by God?

BFC Article 1
1-2   Inspiration is a special act of the Holy Spirit by which He guided the writers of the 
Scriptures so that their words would convey the thoughts He wished conveyed, would 
bear a proper relationship to the thoughts of the other inspired books, and would be kept 
free from error of fact, doctrine, and judgment.

B. As a result:
1. It's Purpose

a. for ____________
b. for ____________
c. for _____________
d. ____________ in righteous

2. It's Effect
a. man of God ____________
b. man of God ____________

3. for every good work!
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For Next Time (6/26/2016):
1. Read 2 Timothy through one time
2. Re-read 2 Timothy 4 and meditate on these truths:

a. What it means to "Preach the Word”
b. Paul's legacy
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