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Pastoral Epistles: Session 21

Text: 2 Timothy 4:1-8
Introduction: In this lesson, Paul brings to a conclusion the appeal to Timothy he began in 1:6
I. Preach the  Word: In All Seasons (4:1-2)

“I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.” (2 Timothy 
4:1–2, ESV)
Chapter 3 stresses the fact that Timothy, confronted with developing opposition to the truth, 
must abide in the true doctrine. Chapter 4 brings into prominence Timothy’s duty to proclaim 
this doctrine. - William Henriksen
A. I Charge You

1. Paul is instructing Timothy as an officer in the trenches instructs a soldier in the 
hearing of the General.

2. In the Presence of:
a. God the Father
b. God the Son

i. Jesus Christ...is to judge: the living and dead
ii. Jesus Christ...is to judge: by his appearing & kingdom
““When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 
will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he 
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then 
the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will 
answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or 
naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the 
least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ “Then he will say to those on his left, 
‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 
not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will 
answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer 
them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.”” (Matthew 25:31–46, ESV)

3. It's as if Paul, knowing the judge of all things is watching, carefully disseminates his 
charge.
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B. The Charge:Preach The Word (aor, act, imp)
1. Preach the Word: __________?

a. be ready _________________
b. be ready _________________

2. Preach the Word: __________?
a. __________- show guilty
b. __________- admonish, warn
c. __________- encourage action

3. Preach the Word: __________?
a. with complete ____________
b. didactically (_____________)

II. Preach the Word: When Sound Doctrine is Ignored (4:3-5)
““For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears 
they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, 
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” (2 Timothy 4:3–5, ESV)
A. For the time is coming...when people...will not endure sound teaching...but...having 

itching ears…they:
1. pile up _____________ teachers

a. aligned passions (______________ God)
b. turn from the ____________

2. wonder after ____________
B. As for you, always...

1. be ____________-minded
2. ______________ suffering
3. __________ as an evangelist
4. _____________ your ministry

III. Preach the Word: To the Very End (4:6-8)
“For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has 
come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his 
appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:6–8, ESV)
A. For I am already being poured out as a drink offering: __________________ for death

“Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.” (Philippians 2:17, ESV)
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“and you shall offer with the burnt offering, or for the sacrifice, a quarter of a hin of wine 
for the drink offering for each lamb. Or for a ram, you shall offer for a grain offering two 
tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with a third of a hin of oil. And for the drink offering 
you shall offer a third of a hin of wine, a pleasing aroma to the Lord.” (Numbers 15:5–7, 
ESV)

B. Paul sees his impending death as an _________________ to Christ
C. Paul's life recap:

1. __________ the good fight
2. ______________ the race
3. _____________ the faith

D. Paul's future reward:
1. Crown of _____________________
2. awarded on _______________
3. along with those who ______________ Christ's appearing

Perhaps the crown awarded for the faithful life of one who has received the righteousness of 
Christ through faith. More likely, this is the crown consisting of perfect righteousness—
eternal life that is given the believer as the climax of the process of sanctification. - RC 
Sproul

For Next Time (7/5/2016):
1. Read 2 Timothy & Titus through one time
2. Re-read 2 Timothy 4 and think on these questions:

a. What is a Christian deserter?
b. What legacy would you want to be remembered for?
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