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Session 10 “AFTER THESE THINGS” - Revelation 4:1

“After these things I looked, and behold, a door {standing} open in heaven, and the first 

voice which I had heard, like {the sound} of a trumpet speaking with me, said, "Come up 

here, and I will show you what must take place after these things."”

Understanding the Rapture

Chapter 4 clearly marks out the beginning of the third division of Revelation given by Christ in 

chapter 1 (v.19).

Revelation, from this point on, no longer mentions the church and we will see that all of the 

symbolism draws directly from Jewish references in the Old Testament. So it is at this point 

that one would ask about the rapture; is there a rapture? When does it take place in the 

eschatological sequence of events?  There are several foundational pieces to be put in place in 

order to develop a proper understanding of this subject.

In the Old Testament there is the calling out of a nation (Israel) for God and His future King. 

In the New Testament there is the calling out of the bride for His King. The distinction of the 

two cause subject of the rapture to become more ecclesiastical in nature than it is eschatological.

There is perhaps no greater example of the need to understand the Bible as one complete 

message of continuity than with the subjects of the destiny of the Bride of Christ, Israel and

the nations.  Many people seem to view the New Testament with the subliminal presupposi-

tion that it rendered the Old Testament as sort of obsolete regarding our contemporary 

understanding of the church, Israel and future events. It is merely a book of past historical 

events with a whole lot of divine law, proverbs and lessons.

As we move through this subject we will see that it is vital even to the point of ones biblical 

world view to understand how the New Testament “fits into” the Old.  Rather than rendering 

the OT a relic, the NT brings all things to light as they pertain to Jesus Christ and redemption 

and give further detail to God’s plan for human history. Both the Old and New Testaments 

help believers to understand how God will bring ALL things to pass just as He has written (Isa 

46:8-10).

Although we will look at the 4 various views of the timing of the translation of the church in 

more detail later, we will at least mention the 4 views now.  They are the:

 • Pre - Tribulational view • Mid - Tribulational view

 • Pre - Wrath view • Post - Tribulational view

(4:1)

(1:19)    “Therefore write the things which you have seen (vision of Christ), and the things which are (the 

church), and the things which will take place after these things.”(after the church) - parens. added
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First we must give a brief overview of God’s revealed plan for human history as this 

will help us establish a general framework of understanding.  It is important to do 

this because, as the saying goes, “we can‘t see the forest from the trees”. In Acts 

chapter 1 we learn that in the brief 40 days that the Lord Jesus taught His disciples, 

he taught them concerning the kingdom of God. In the light of that teaching they 

asked Him “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”(v.6)

Generally speaking the kingdom of God from Genesis to the time of Christ (1st and 

2nd advent) could be outlined like this:

 I. The universal rule of God over creation
 • Rule over the entire created order (even hell); no one or nothing exists outside of His sovereign

  rule. - (examples: Isa 46:10 ; Ps 103:19)

 II. The mediated rule of God in creation
 • Adam was created in the image of God to have dominion over the created order (Gen 1). -
  Governed by direct fellowship with God.
 • Satan begins his attack on man - causes the fall
 • Man is separated from God and is not what he should be - Heb 2:7-8  
 • From the fall to the flood
  • God left man to govern by conscience (Rom 1 - natural law)
  • Sin increased to the point of absolute lawlessness(Gen 6) - The flood (Gen 7)
  • Two main interventions by God before the flood:
   • The translation of Enoch
   • Cain put away from the presence of God

 • After Flood

  • Human government established
  • God establishes capital punishment after the flood (Gen 9:6) in order to restrain man
   from murder.
  • Governments not meant to be unitarian, but nationalistic - Tower of Babel - the first
   attempt at world government.   “Power tends to corrupt, but absolute power corrupts
   absolutely”
 

 • The Patriarchs; Abraham, Isaac and Jacob(Israel) - The chosen nation.

  • The Abrahamic covenant ( Gen 12:1-3; 15 - covenant ratified or “cut”)
  • The Land Covenant within the context of the Abrahamic Covenant( Gen 13:12-17) 
  • Governed by direct commands of God
  • Became the new focus of Satans’ attack

 • The Law and the Prophets - Moses to the time of Christ.

  • God gives the law to Israel (Mosaic Covenant) and rules through judges, prophets and kings
  • Davidic Covenant (2Sam 7; 1Chr 17; Ps 132, 89; Ezek 37)
  • The New Covenant (Jer 31:31-37; Luke 22:20; 1Cr 11:25; 2Cr 3:6; Heb 8:8, 13; 9:15; 12:24)

 III. The potential kingdom of David‘s descendant
 • The first advent of Christ - Jesus comes as the suffering servant

Session 10 - Revelation 4:1
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While God is sovereign over all of His creation, He clearly governs based not on reaction to 
what He observes but based on His plans. All of those who belong to Him are His because of 
His elective purposes, not because of some intrinsic qualification derived from the elect. It is 
the very nature of election that guaranties that all things promised concerning the election will 
be brought to pass. In scripture we see several distinctions among those identified as “elect”

The sovereign Lord governs His creation according to His own counsel and has predetermined 
to accomplish all things according to His good pleasure (Is 46:10). Now that we have briefly 
looked at the forest, we will look at the trees that will help us further solidify how God has divid-
ed history (times and epochs).

One of the most critical aspects of biblical prophecy to understand is the “near / far” nature of 
prophecy that can sometimes be very difficult to divide. The over arching theme of all prophecy 
is Christ (Rev 19:10) with the majority of the emphasis being put on His kingdom, both the 
earthly and eternal reign. Some of the most detailed prophecies given concerning Israel and the 
nations were given to Daniel. But the prophecy of the seventy weeks lays out a specific time line 
for Israel. 

National Israel (Isa 45:4)

Saints in the OT (Isa 65:9,22)

The church (Rm 8:33; Col 3:12; 1 Pt 1:2;

2 Tim 2:10; Tit 1:1, etc.)

Jesus - the divine man  (1Pet 2:6; also Isa 42:1)

The holy angels (1Tim 5:21)

Mary the bearer of Christ (2John 1:1, 13 )

The tribulation saints (Mat 24:22 )

all references above from the KJV

“Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to 

make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal 

up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy {place.} So you are to know and discern {that} 

from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince {there will 

be} seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of 

distress. Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people 

of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end {will come} with a flood; 

even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined. And he will make a firm covenant with 

the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; 

and on the wing of abominations {will come} one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruc-

tion, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.”               Dan 9: 24 - 27 (NASB)
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 • Satan wars against Christ

IV. The mystery kingdom of God - The Body / Bride of Christ

  • Satan wars against the body of Christ

V. The realized earthly kingdom of David‘s descendant (future)
 • Will fulfill all of the OT unilateral covenants and promises made to Israel and her King

 • Satan bound (unleashed at end for final battle) 

Daniel’s 70 week prophecy

Who are the Elect?
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The results of the 70 weeks determined for 
Israel:

finish the transgression
Days: Sabbath on the 7th Day

(Gen 2:2; Ex 20:11)

Weeks: Feast of Weeks
(Lev 23:15,16)

Months: Nisan to Tishri
(Ex 12:2; Lev 23:24)

Years: Sabbatical Years for the Land
(Lev 25:1-22; 26:33-35; Deut 15; Ex 23:10,11;

2 Chr 36:19-21)

Types of Weeks in the OT

Not all

fulfilled

to make an end of sin

atone for iniquity

everlasting righteousness

seal up vision and prophecy

anoint the most holy place

The structure of the seventy weeks

Defining the interval

7 and 62 weeks 70th week

From the commandment
to restore Jerusalem (must
include plaza and mote)

to Messiah
the King

    Cyrus, 537 BC.           (Ezra 1:2-4)

    Darius                       (Ezra 6:1-5, 8, 12)

    Artaxerxes, 458 BC.   (Ezra 7: 11-26)

Artaxerxes, 445 BC.       (Neh 2:5-8, 17, 18)

Longimanus
Mar 14

Triumphal Entry
April 6, 32 AD

Jewish calendar = 360 days

69(wks) x 7(yrs) x 360 = 173,880 days

445 BC - 32 AD :  173, 740
Mar 14 - Apr 6:           24

Leap years:         116

173, 880  PRECISE!!!Much of this research can
be attributed to Sir Robert
Anderson’s 1894 work “The Coming Prince”

Messiah
cut off

Defined by the

false covenant 

between the

prince and the

many (Israel).

Further defined

by mid-week

abomination in

the temple

I
N
T
E
R
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A
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One great example of the near / far nature of prophecy is seen in Jesus’ own declaration 
when He opens His ministry in Nazareth by quoting from Isaiah:

“And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the 
place where it was written, "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE 
ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PRO-
CLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET 
FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE 
LORD." And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all 
in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.”                                Luke 4: 17 - 21 (NASB)

Session 10 - Revelation 4:1



Page 5

Just as the covenants define Israel, so do the feasts. In the study of both there are prophetic 

implications for both Israel and the nations and they were given for the Jews as God’s people 

to rehearse in order to understand the “oracles of God” (Rm 3:2; Heb 5:12).  Even though we 

are not bound to a legalistic observation to the feast days, we non the less do ourselves a 

great disservice if we fail to understand them as they all point to Christ:

• The Spring Feasts - ( 1st Month: Nisan) 

 Passover - 10th -14th (Ex 11)

  Christ presented as the King (lamb) on the 10th

  Examined by Jew & Gentile - blemish free

  Crucified on Passover

 Feast of unleavened bread - eve of the 14th

  Jesus was made sin for us (2Cor 5:21  1Jhn 3:5)

  I am the bread of Life (Jhn 6:32-35; 47-51)

 First Fruits - Morning after the 1st sabbath after Passover (on the anniversary of Noah’s  

  new beginning) Christ is the first fruits of the resurrection (1 Cor 15:20-23; Mt

  27:52-53; Eph 1:9; Rm 11:16)

• The Feast of Weeks - Pentacost (Shavout)

  One of three mandatory feasts - Duet 16:16

   The feast of unleavened bread • The feast of weeks • The feast of tabernacles

  Associated with the bringing in of the wheat harvest

  Only time use of leavened bread is allowed - 2 loaves

• The Fall Feasts    - ( 7th Month: Tishri) 

 Feast of Trumpets (Yom Teruah)  - 1st

 Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) - 10th

 Feast of Tabernacles / Booths (Sukkot) -15th

Note what Christ left out:

“To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD And the day of vengeance of our God;”      
                                    Is 62: 2 (NASB)
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The Feasts of the Lord given to Israel by God rehearse Christ (redemption);

and also demonstrate an interval

“Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new 
moon or a Sabbath day-- things which are a {mere} shadow of what is to come; but the substance 
belongs to Christ.”                                                                                                            Col 2:16-17

“You shall also count for yourselves from the day after the sabbath, from the day when you brought 
in the sheaf of the wave offering; there shall be seven complete sabbaths. You shall count fifty days to 
the day after the seventh sabbath; then you shall present a new grain offering to the LORD.” 

Lev 23:15,16

{

{
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When Christ presented Himself as the Messiah to Jerusalem, they did not receive Him. We see 

by His declaration that He held them accountable for knowing the time of His visitation and 

therefore pronounced judgement on them:

Except for the remnant of believing Jews who were being saved, the national position of Israel 

under it’s satanic leadership and the judicious choice by God to not grace them with sight left 

them unable to see the truth concerning their anticipated King and kingdom:

“When He approached {Jerusalem,} He saw the city and wept over it, saying, "If you had known in 
this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. 
For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and 
surround you and hem you in on every side, and they will level you to the ground and your children 
within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the 
time of your visitation."”        Luke 19: 41-44 (NASB)

The Judicial Blinding of Israel

“And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them in parables?" Jesus answered 
them, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has 
not been granted. For whoever has, to him {more} shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but 
whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. Therefore I speak to them in 
parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they under-
stand.”                                                                                                              Mat 13:10-13 (NASB)

The effect  of the blinding

There is a clear purpose in God choosing to not exercise His merciful plan of the restoration 
of Israel at that time in history even though the faithful were looking for it (God always has a 
remnant).  The disciples repeatedly asked Jesus about the restoration of the kingdom to 
Israel both before and after His death and resurrection, but Jesus tells them in Acts (1:6) 
that it is not for them to know the times (chronos = “fixed time”) and the epochs (kairos = 
seasons; a period of time to bring crisis or change). see also Dan 2:21; 1Thes 5:1

So even though they were not wrong to believe the Old Testament promises, they were not 
aware of the mystery aspect of the kingdom. So we need to look at and understand the 
mystery since it has so much to do with the hardening of Israel and the promises of God.

The purpose  of the blinding

Session 10 - Revelation 4:1

Israel’s time clock on hold

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, {the city} that kills the prophets and stones those sent to her! How often I 
wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen {gathers} her brood under her wings, and you 
would not {have it!} "Behold, your house is left to you {desolate;} and I say to you, you will not see 
Me until {the time} comes when you say, 'BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE 
LORD!”                                                                                                       Luke 13: 34-35 (NASB)
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The hardening of Israel is judicially given by God; and not an accident.  Erroneous teaching would 

claim that because Israel didn’t respond in belief, God had to come up with an alternate Israel, but 

Paul reveals that Israel’s hardness was intended for the mystery to be revealed.

Session 10 - Revelation 4:1

He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal 
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.                                     Mat 16:15-18 (NASB)

Notice how the hidden wisdom that was predestined before the ages is “to our glory”.  The our is 
the Church and the Church is the fullness of Christ (Eph 1:22,23).  Even though this mystery was 
established before creation, God didn’t choose to reveal it until the advent of Jesus and particularly 
it’s doctrine was given to Paul who disclosed it’s reality on the pages of Holy writ; that is the steward-
ship or dispensation of God’s grace (Eph 3:2; 1Cor 9:17; Col 1:25).  A couple other references to the 
eternal origins of the mystery are:

So the church is something hidden in the past (prior to the time of Jesus) and really makes it’s debut 
from the prophetic utterance of Jesus at His own revelation to Peter:

“Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers 
of this age, who are passing away; but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God 
predestined before the ages to our glory; the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for
 if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;”

1Cor2:6-8 (NASB)

“and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who 
created all things;”                                                                                                                     Eph 3:9 (NASB)

“that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested 
to His saints,”                                                                                                                            Col1:26 (NASB)

The origin of the mystery

In light of created time and space

“For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your 
own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come 
in; and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE 
WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB. "THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I 
TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS." From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from 
the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; for the gifts and the calling of 
God are irrevocable. For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because 
of their disobedience, so these also now have been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you they 
also may now be shown mercy.  For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all.

Rom 11:25-32 (NASB)
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As previously discussed, the promises laid out in the unilateral covenants and prophecies of the Old 
Testament are directed to Israel with only hints at implications for the Gentiles.  Note Paul’s reference 
once again to this fact based on what the Gentiles were excluded from; the commonwealth of Israel and 
the promises to them which rendered them “without God in the world”.

The hatred of the Jews toward the Gentiles was no insignificant fact.  The Jews wouldn’t even pass 
through Samaria when going from the southern region of Judea traveling up to the Galilee because the 
Samaritans were mixed Jew and Gentile.  It is the Law and ordinances that separated the two and 
yet because Christ had fulfilled the law in His flesh and then offered His perfected humanity up 
He put to death the old man (Rm 6:3-6; 1Cor 15:22; Gal 2:20) and in the one new man there is peace 
because all righteousness is established by grace, not any efforts of man.

This part of the truth of the mystery is what Paul was seized and imprisoned for in Jerusalem.  In the 
body of Christ there are no distinctions of importance or status as all are one: 

2

“Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the 
so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands— remember that you were at that 
time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of prom-
ise, having no hope and without God in the world.”

Eph 2:11-12 (NASB)

“But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He 
Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abol-
ishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself 
He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body 
to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO 
YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR;”

Eph 2:13-17 (NASB)

“For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles if indeed you have heard of the 
stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you; that by revelation there was made known to me the 
mystery, as I wrote before in brief. By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the 
mystery of Christ, which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been 
revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and 
fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,”

Eph 3:1-6 (NASB)

“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs 
according to promise.”                                                                              Gal 3: 26-29 (NASB) see also 1Cor 12:13

The Mystery of the One New Man

No distinction between Jew and Gentile - a look at Eph 2:11-17; 3:1-6 
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What is important to keep in mind is that the “descendants of Abraham” spoken of here are a 
spiritual seed based on faith which is the regenerative work of the Holy Spirit.  It is through Abra-
ham’s physical seed that the Lord established Israel, and it is through Israel that Jesus will rule 
over the nations, but all of the promises were always intended to extend ultimately to the faithful, 
believing seed and not to the unbelieving seed.

Therefore only the faithful are heirs of promise.  This verse in no way is saying that the nation of Israel 
has lost the promise, but that Gentiles who were never a distinctive part of the promise now are through 
Christ (see Rom 11).  This abolition of distinction is only true within the church.  Outside of the church 
the Lord still distinguishes between them:

In the Millennium, the distinction between Israel and the nations will still exist for God’s purposes even 
though there will be no second class status among the redeemed. Salvation will still be only through 
Christ.

The promise of the Holy Spirit was initially hinted at by John the baptist prior to the ministry of Christ 
(Mat 3:11; Mrk 1:8; Lk 3:16; Jhn 1:33).  When speaking of John the baptist, Jesus makes a profound 
statement that would indicate a major distinction between John’s reality and the one to come in the 
church age:

Jesus indicated that in His absence the Holy Spirit would be sent to them.  He did so prior to His death 
( Jhn 7:37-39; 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7) and also after His resurrection (Acts 1:5,8).  But it was not until 
Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4) that the reality of these promises would be understood.  Paul explains what this 
reality is:

It is through the Holy Spirit that we are placed into the body of Christ:

The Mystery of Christ in You

2

“Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Give no offense either to Jews 
or to Greeks or to the church of God;”                                                                        1Cor 10:31-32 (NASB)

“Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet 
the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force. For all the prophets and the Law prophe-
sied until John.”                                                                                                Matt 11:11-13 (NASB)

“that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to 
His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”                                                                           Col 1:26-27 (NASB)

“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit.”                                                                             1Cor 12:13 (NASB)
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2

It is the Holy Spirit who is given to each believer to seal us in Christ:

The Greek for the word pledge is “arrabón” and has Hebrew etymology.  It is the money provided to 
indicate that a deal that has been made is complete.  Jesus Christ paid for His bride with His own blood 
and the indwelling Holy Spirit marks each believer as “betrothed” to Christ.

This is true for each individual in the body of Christ.  There is also the corporate view of the body in 
which the whole is being built into a dwelling of God (Eph 2:19-22).

This is an amazing picture of how God views Christ and His bride.  It has always been God’s design for 
a man and a woman through the institution of marriage to become one person.  Therefore marriage is 
the ultimate demonstration of daily self-sacrifice as two people should become indistinguishable in 
unity.  This is the destiny of the bride and bride Groom as Christ is formed in us:

This aspect of the mystery deals with the manifestation of God in human flesh; Jesus the incarnate God.
It is only through the fusion of godliness with flesh and blood that the one new man could emerge. The 
fullness of the character of God had to take on human form in order for the law to be brought to completion 
in humanity.  Because Jesus achieved the mystery of godliness, redemption is possible and therefore godli-
ness can be attributed to redeemed mankind.

2

“In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you 
were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the 
redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.”

Eph 1:13,14 (NASB)

“FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS 
WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to 
Christ and the church. Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the 
wife must see to it that she respects her husband.”                                                                      Eph 5:31-33 (NASB)

“My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you—”                                     
Gal 4:19 (NASB) see also Eph 4:11-16

The Mystery of the Two Becoming One Flesh

The Mystery of Godliness

“But in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, 
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. By common confession, great is the mystery 
of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the 
nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.”                                                             1Tim 3:15,16 (NASB)
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A look at the 1st chapter of Ezekiel gives the first hint of the marvelous plan of the incarnation of God 
to the angels.  Lucifer was given the position of highest glory amongst the angels in the celestial court 
of God.  Ezekiel gazed upon something that resembled the throne of God that appeared above the 
expanse and on it was one with the “appearance of a man”, but “He is not a man”(Job 9:32).  So as 
the vision of a Man on the throne of God appeared to them it would have been new and puzzling and 
could very well have been the trigger that caused Satan’s rebellion and fall.

Of course the angels may not have at that point understood that they were looking at a pre incarnate 
appearance of Christ. As history has continually unfolded, God is unveiling His manifold wisdom to the 
angels specifically through the incarnation of Christ and through the building of His body (1Cor 4:9; 
11:10; Co 2:15; 1Pe 1:12; 2:21,22; 1Tim 5:21; Heb 12:1; 13:2).  It is this body and all of the 
redeemed who will judge angels (1Cor 6:3).

 Jesus told His disciples in John 14:1-3 that based on the fact that He is preparing a place in the 
Fathers house for His own (bride) He will come again and gather them to Himself that where He is 
there they may be also. 1Thes 4:13-18 gives another insight into this event and makes mention of the 
mystery of lawlessness as it pertains to ”the restrainer”.  Other scripture that speaks to the translation 
of believers are 1John 3:2;  2Cor 5:1-3; Phil 3:20,21; Rm 8:18-23

To the Greek mind, prophecy is a linear extrapolation; prophecy and then fulfillment. To the Jewish 
mind, prophecy and fulfillment are built on pattern usually established through types.  The Jewish 
“catechism” is the calendar and the feasts.  God established the “appointed times” (Lev 23:4) as a 
rehearsal as we looked at in the feasts.

 Jesus used the model or type built from Jonah to point to His death burial and resurrection taking 

place over three days and three nights.  Isaac offered up as Abraham’s only son and the sacrifice 

provided also served as a model or type pointing to Christ's death.  Another type that is important to 

look at is the flood of Noah. In Genesis 6 and 7 we read about Noah and his family who were

2

“To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of 
Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God 
who created all things; so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to 
the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,”                                                                               Eph 3:8-11 (NASB)

“Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.”

1 Cor 15:51-53 (NASB)

The Spectators of the Mystery

The Mystery Departure

Understanding the Rapture from Typology
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The testing of the bride (Deu 22): Our purity will be made final at the “bema”

judgement of Christ (1Cor 3:9-15; 2Cor 5:10; Rom 14:10) before we are brought

to the Father’s house.

Seven-day celebration ending in the marriage supper. After the marriage “week” is

complete, the bride and bridegroom emerge to join the invited guests in the final

marriage feast ( Judges 14:12; Rev 19:6-9; Mat 9:15; 22:1-14; Jhn 2:1). Groom, bride

+ invited guests.

Being consistent with viewing prophecy from typology it is of no small matter that the body 

of Christ is also called His bride.  Although many understand the significance from the 

standpoint that He gave Himself for His bride and that we are becoming one with Him, 

many fail to see the significance of His “bride” as a prophetic type. 

preserved along with the pairs of creatures.  As the deluge of God’s wrath drowned all 

living things, those aboard the ark were preserved through the flood.  Many who believe 

that the church will go through Daniel’s 70th week will site this example as a good proof.  

But one of the most often overlooked details of that time was the fact that Enoch was 

raptured before the flood (Gen 5:24; Heb 11:5).

The examples from typology are endless and we will cover many more through this study.

We have already touched on the feast between the feasts, Pentecost, that points to the 

church in between the first and second advent of Christ. Perhaps the most significant 

model or type is derived from the fact that the church is identified as the bride of Christ.

The Jewish wedding as a “type” of prophecy

A bride is selected (Gen 24 the divine selection of a bride for Isaac - Abraham =

the Father. Eliezer = the Holy Spirit. Isaac = Christ and Rebekah = the church). The

bride of Christ is selected (John 6:37-40; 15:18; 17:24).

The Ketubah, Betrothal (Isa 61:10; Judges 14:10-11; Jer 2:32; Isa

49:18; Ps 45:8-15): Our ketubah is the New Covenant (1 Cor 11:25). Heb. 10:16 –
the law written on our hearts. Payment of the purchase price (1Cor 6:20);
set apart (sanctified - Eph 5:25-27; 1 Cor 1:2; 6:11; Heb 10:10; 13:12) sealed by
the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13,14).

Bridegroom departs to Father’s House: Prepares room addition (John 14:3);

bride prepares for his imminent return.

Surprise gathering / Huppah, Wedding. (Jer 7:34; 16:9; 25:10; Ps 45:8-15;  Jn 14:3):

A trumpet blast was given in front of the brides house (the groom met her outside;
she came out to him) to announce the groom’s arrival to take her away to the
fathers house. (1Thes 4:16-18).

Session 10 - Revelation 4:1
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When it comes to the Lord Jesus Christ gathering His body / bride to Himself in resurrection, it is clear 
teaching that it will occur instantly for all who are in Christ, both dead and alive (1 Thes 4:13-18; 1 Cor 
15:50-52).  What is disputed is when this will take place in regards to the final week determined for Israel 
and thus the nations when the judgement and wrath of God is poured out on the earth (Dan 9: 24-27; 
Rev 6-19; etc.). It is important to gain perspective from how Paul viewed and taught concerning the gath-
ering of the body / bride of Christ

The doctrine of the imminence of Christ’s return is one of the most significant pieces of the puzzle when 
it comes to understanding the timing of our gathering to Him.  For those who would deny that this gath-
ering takes place prior to Daniel’s 70th week, it is viewed as erroneous to look to escape the unparalleled 
time of distress that God will bring to Israel and the nations (Jer 30:7; Dan 12:1; Zep 1:15,17; etc.).  This 
is based on all of the teachings in scripture that those who are disciples of Christ should expect to go 
through various trials and tribulations.

But the Apostles and multitudes within the body of Christ have indeed suffered trials and tribulation. It 
is not as if the “Great Tribulation” were the only time that suffering for Christ would be considered tribu-
lation... so to claim that since Jesus told the church that it will suffer tribulation and therefore we must 
go through the Great Tribulation is not a valid argument.

As we look at Paul’s expectations for Christ’s return, we must keep in mind the magnitude of his own 
tribulation for the sake of Christ, but that did not change his teaching or expectations. In the following 
passages notice the use of the word “we” which would have included Paul as the one writing.

Other such places where Paul alludes to this expectancy are 1Tim 6:14; 2Tim 4:8; Tit 2:11-13.  Notice 
that Paul associates the understanding of our gathering together to the Lord with comfort and peace.  
Even though this may be in light of expected trials and tribulations our gathering to Christ is never associ-
ated in scripture with the wrath of God.  This is most clear when looking at what Paul had taught the 
Thessalonians particularly in regards to the “day of the Lord”.

The “day of the Lord” shows up 19 times in the OT and is used to speak of both near judgements (Is 
13:6-22; Eze 30:2-19; Joel 1:15; Am 5:18-20; Zep 1:14-18) and of far end of days judgements (such as 

 The Imminence of His return for His bride

“Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is 
nearer to us than when we believed.”                                                                       Rom 13:11 (NASB)

“Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
will be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.”

1 Cor 15:51-53 (NASB)

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep 
in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of 
the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then 
we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.”

1 Thes 4: 13-18 (NASB)

The Day of the Lord
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Joel 2:30-32; 3:14; Zech 14:1; Mal 4:1,5).  It is also called the “day of doom” and the “day of vengeance” 
in the OT and the “day of visitation”, and the “great day of God Almighty”.  But when it comes to the 
church looking for Christ’s appearing, there is no wrath associated with it.  We just looked at the 1 Thes 
4 13-18 passage as it pertains to our gathering to the lord.  What is interesting is what follows in chapter 
5 immediately after this:

The use of the phrase “now as to...” indicates a change in topics. “the times and the epochs” is the same 
term used by Christ in Acts 1 when the disciples ask about the kingdom to come.  So in the greater con-
text of times and epochs (the end of this age and the beginning of the kingdom age) he says that they had 
no need of anything to be written. Then he transitions into the comparison of those who are of the night 
verses those who are of the day (times and epochs). The reason that the day can’t overtake the Thessalo-
nians is because they are not of that season of night/darkness.

Notice the terms we = light and day, they/them = night/darkness thus distinguishing between two groups 
of people and time periods.  Even though there are many who will be saved during that time, Paul is not 
addressing believers beyond the church age (epoch).  Another proof within this passage that helps confirm 
this understanding is where Paul states that God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salva-
tion (see also 1Thes 1:9-10).  This is important because if we are alive in Christ we have already been 
positionally saved and so this speaks to salvation in relation to our translation and salvation from the 
wrath of God.

Finally if there were no difference between Christ coming for His body / bride and the day of the Lord, 
there would be no need for Paul to differentiate between them, he would have simply encouraged them to 
be strong for when the day of the Lord arrived.  It was only shortly after this that Paul had to write to the 
Thessalonians again for this specific reason.  After Paul had explained everything to them twice, he had 
to combat a strong lie that was going around:

“Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you. For you 
yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. While they are saying, 
"Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, 
and they will not escape. But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; 
for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; so then let us not sleep as 
others do, but let us be alert and sober. For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk 
get drunk at night. But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, 
and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together 
with Him. Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.”

1Thes 5: 1-11 (NASB)

“Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together 
to Him, that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a 
letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will 
not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who 
opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple 
of God, displaying himself as being God. Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you 
these things?”                                                                                                              2Thes 2: 1-5 (NASB)
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Once again notice the distinction.  If they had not been taught by Paul that the catching away of the body 
/ bride of Christ was to be an event prior to the day of the Lord (v2) then they would be eager not shaken 
by the coming of the day of the Lord.  The Thessalonians were clearly taught that the gathering of the 
bride would come before the day of the Lord. This would explain the reason for their distress. The false 
teaching that was “shaking” them was that they were now in the day of the Lord and if they were they 
would have thought that they missed the gathering.

Additionally, every time that Paul speaks of our gathering to Christ he uses phrases like the “day of Christ 
(Jesus)”(Phil 1:6,10; 2:16), “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1Cor 1:8; 5:5; 2Thes 2:1) none of 
these passages are linked to divine judgement and wrath to come on the earth rather they are linked to 
our going to be with Him.  Now lets look at what Paul identifies the revealing of the man of lawlessness 
with.

Paul uses the pronouns “what”, which refers to a supernatural force and “who” which speaks to the 
source of that force whom most scholars believe to be the Holy Spirit.  While some may link the who to 
the possibility of a powerful angel, no one angel could restrain all of the mystery of iniquity, yet the Holy 
Spirit can. What is even more significant is how Paul connects the removal of the restrainer with the apos-
tasy and the revealing of the man of sin.  He also states that they have first hand knowledge of the “what” 
and “who” that is restraining.

Since the Holy Spirit is omni present, He could not possibly be removed from anywhere, but He is present 
and operating in and through the church; a detail of Christian identity that Paul taught about frequently.  
The faithful church through the ages has been the “voice” of restraint and holiness through its history 
being indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  Furthermore Jesus said that the gates of hell would not prevail against 
the church; it’s mission and voice.

The Greek word αποστασία - “apostasia” had been translated “departure” up through the Geneva bible 
and since has been translated “apostasy”.  Some scholars have thus believed the “departure” to refer to 
the departure of the church.  We will focus on the most common understanding of this term to mean 
apostasy from faith.  There has always been apostasy in Christianity but this is “the apostasy”; a singular 
event that is unique in history and is directly linked with the power, signs and false wonders that are in 
accord with Satan’s activity.

Paul does not say that this is an apostasy from the Christian faith necessarily and therefore it is quite pos-
sible to be referring to a world wide apostasy that affects all mankind and a departure from our current 
paradigm. We will look into what the cause of this global apostasy is when we examine trans- 

“And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed. For the mystery of lawlessness is 
already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. Then that lawless one will 
be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His 
coming; that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false 
wonders, and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of 
the truth so as to be saved.”                                                                                         2Thes 2: 6-10 ( NASB)

 The mystery of iniquity and the restrainer

 Apostasy or Departure?
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humanism and the mark of the beast in Revelation 13. The main point here is that it is the removal of 
the restraining force that the Thessalonians were directly aware of that brings about the events that 
lead to the day of the Lord. Paul tells them to not be deceived concerning what must happen before the 
day of the Lord.  So in a chart form 2Thes 2: 1-10 would look like this:

Now lets compare the final week of Daniel’s prophecy (Dan 9) to the above.

As we go from chapter 6 through 19 of Revelation we will compare what is profiled there to the above 
events.  In fact the prophesies revealed there are a further description of the above in greater detail.

The Post Tribulational View

This view places the translation of the church at the end of Daniels 70th week and makes no distinction 
between Christ’s return to earth to rule as King and our gathering to Him. They are one in the same 
event.  It is built on these main arguments:

 1) Historical - a claim that the early church fathers believed this view.
 2) The day of the Lord at the end of the 70th week - God’s wrath not experienced until Christ
 returns to earth - the church preserved through Daniels 70th week.
 3) Saints are mentioned in the tribulation and must be the same as saints in the church.
 4) All the events of Rev 6-19 must happen before the church is rescued.
 5) There is a resurrection associated with the beginning of the Millennium - must be the trans-
 lation of the church.
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 The 4 main views of the timing of the rapture
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 6) Matthew 13 - the wheat and the tares.
 7) The chronology of 2Thes 2:1-12 demonstrates that certain events have to happen prior to our
      gathering.
 8) Matthew 24 events and the “elect” - believe these parables refer to the church.

The Mid Tribulational Rapture

While this view supports that the entire 70th week of Daniel is a future time of events, they use the dividing 
of the seven years to be a division between the wrath of man and the wrath of God.  So since the church 
is promised to not face God’s wrath, they will be rescued just prior to the last half of Daniel’s 70th week 
known as “the great tribulation”.  The basic arguments of this view are:

 1) The seventh trumpet sounded in Revelation chapter 11 is the same as the trumpet identified with
     the catching away of the bride.
 2) The wrath of God is specifically poured out after the abominations of desolations at the mid
      point of Daniel’s 70th week.
 3) Also support that the apostasy and the man of lawlessness must take place prior to our catching
     away.

The Pre Wrath Rapture

This is a more modern spin off of the mid trib view (1990 - Rosenthal, Van Kampen).  This view presents 
three divisions to Daniels 70th week. Some of the main arguments for this view are:

 1) The first division - The beginning of the birth pains (Matt 24:4-8) the same as the first 4 seals
     (Rev 6:1-8). It will cover the first half of the 70th week.
 2) The second division - This will begin at the abomination of desolation and will consist of the
     Great Tribulation (Matt 24:21).  It will begin with the breaking of the 5th seal and end with the
     cosmic disturbances of the 6th seal.
 3) The third division will be the Day of the Lord or God’s wrath at the breaking of the seventh seal.
 4) Places the rapture of the church at the end of the Great Tribulation but before the wrath of God
      It will be the first of a series of events that make up the return of Christ.
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Some of the major problems with these three views:

 1) Have to deny the doctrine of the imminence of Christ.
 2) Don’t see that the wrath of God begins with the very 1st seal; a deluding influence to believe
      the lie = judgement on the minds of men.
 3) Don’t line up with the models and types established such as the Jewish wedding, the feasts
      and the mystery interval ending with the mystery catching away of the bride.

The Pre Tribulational Rapture

This view maintains a distinction between the age of the church and the final epoch determined for Israel. 
The church age will end in a mystery just the way it began.  Many with this view also look for the mystery 
departure to possibly be fulfilled on a feast day. The 70th week of Daniel’s prophecy can’t begin until the 
church is gathered to Christ, an event that will allow the mystery of iniquity to be unrestrained. It will be 
the catalyst that births the apostasy to come which is as a result of the deluding influence to believe the 
lie spoken of in 2Thes. Some of the main arguments for this view are:

 1) The wrath of God is experienced during the entire 70th week  - the seals are all torn by the hand
      of Christ. - The day of the Lord is the entire week.
 2) Church promised to be taken out before the hour of testing ( Rev 3:10)
 3) Church is not the object of God’s wrath (Rev 6:16)
 4) Escape, not endure the Tribulation (Luke 21:36) - not to be confused with general tribulation
 5) Look “up” not “out” for the Lord (Luke 21:28)
 6) Ambassadors are called home prior to war
 7) Restrainer removed before false Christ can be revealed
 7) Explains why the 144,000 sealed of Israel are called the “first fruits” (Rev 14:4)
 9) Happens in the twinkling of an eye - not an extended activity

Many more distinctions are clear from scripture all of which are upheld by maintaining a pre - tribulational 
viewpoint of the rapture.  Some of these differing features are:

Rapture

Translation of all believers.

Translated saints go to heaven.

Earth not judged.

Imminent, any-moment, signless.

Not in the Old Testament.

Believers only.

Before the day of wrath.

No reference to Satan.

Christ comes for His own.

He comes in the air.

He claims His bride.

Only His own see.

Tribulation begins

2nd Coming

No translation of the living

Translated saints return to earth.

Earth judged; righteousness established.

Follows many signs, including tribulation.

Predicted often in Old Testament.

Affects all men on the earth.

Concluding the day of wrath.

Satan is bound.

Christ comes with His own.

He comes to the earth.

He comes with His bride.

Every eye shall see Him.

Millennial Kingdom begins.


