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Session 2 - Revelation 1

The Nature of the Revelation – The summing up of all things

So why so much confusion?

What is revealed?

Psalm 40:7 and Hebrews 10:7 say “Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book [it is] 

written of me”. The world was spoken into existence by the Word who became flesh (John 1). 

All of history is “His” story and through human history the Lord has revealed himself to man 

by way of His choosing through His Word and His people.

The ultimate way that God reveals Himself to us is through His Son whom He has appointed 

heir of all things (Heb 1).  But when the Light came into the world the darkness comprehend-

ed Him not(John 1), yet all things will be summed up in Christ (Eph 1:10) and that is what 

the Revelation account given to John is all about.

Understanding divine revelation begins with a relationship with the source who is Christ.

“But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness

  to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.” 1Cr 2:14 

There are 278 direct references or allusions to the Old Testament, so studying The Revelation 

outside of the light of the wrest of scripture is not rightly dividing the Word of Truth (2Tim2:15).

• The omniscient eye of Christ on the church and His expectations for her.

• The climax of human history and the final political, economic and religious set-up under the  

 short reign of Satan’s seed - Antichrist.

• Mass deception and unrestrained wickedness like no other time in history.

• The ultimate battle of all time - Armageddon.

• The pouring out of God’s wrath on man.

• The total depravity of man who rebels against God while either under His wrath or under  

 the provision of His perfect Kingdom.

• The victory of Christ as He defeats His enemies, both human and demonic.

• The total destruction of all things and the creation of a new heaven and earth.

• The eternal state established gathering all of the redeemed of God into the kingdom of

  heaven and all of the rebellious who are against God and His Christ into the lake of fire.

• The glory of God and the majesty of His throne accompanied by constant praise and

 worship.

“The Revelation” – Singular

VApoka,luyij = “Apocalypsis”- noun (19 times): to unveil or uncover.

Examples of use of “Apocalypsis” for further study — “revelation”- 12 (Rev 1:1, 1Pe 1:13, Eph 1:17, 

3:3, Gal 1:12, 2:2, 1Cr 14:6, 14:26, 2Cr 12:1, 12:7, Rom 2:5, 16:25), “be revealed”- 2 (1Pe 

4:13, 2Th 1:7), “to lighten”- 1 (Luk 2:32), “manifestation”- 1 (Rom 8:19), “coming”- 1 (1Cr 

1:7), “appearing”- 1 (1Pe 1:7)

(NASB)



Who is revealed?
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:1a)
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The first time that Christ dwelt among us, He was veiled in flesh in order to fulfill the law and to 

secure redemption for the many (Mat 20:28; 26:28; Joh 1:12, Act 2:39, 13:48; Rom 5:15,19;

Heb 9:28) as preordained by the counsel of God (Acts 2: 22-23).

Leviticus 16 introduces the “scapegoat” which symbolically bore the sins of Israel and was 

sent into the wilderness in utter rejection in order to demonstrate the provision of God in the 

removal of sin. In like manor, Jesus became the scapegoat for the sins of the redeemed. As He 

hung on the cross, the world’s last vision of Him was that of a miserable criminal; despised 

and rejected. But is this the last that mankind shall see of Him?  The book of Revelation 

provides a detailed insight into:

 • Christ’s ascended majesty and provides a glimpse of His glory in the second coming

    (1:5-20).

 • Christ as the exalted head of the church (Chap 2-3).

 • The throne room in Heaven and the worthy Lamb (Chap 4-5).

 • The Tribulation week (Daniel’s 70th week) (Chap 6-19).

 • His glorious kingdom; in both the millennial reign on earth and in the final eternal state

   (Chap 20-22).

 *For further study - look up and list the names of Christ in Revelation:
 (1:5)                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                       
 (1:8)                                                                                                                                                             
 (1:17)                                                                                                                                                           
 (1:18)                                                                                                                                                           
 (2:1)                                                                                                                                                             
 (2:12)                                                                                                                                                           
 (2:18)                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                       
 (3:1)                                                                                                                                                             
 (3:7)                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                       
 (3:14)                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                       
 (5:5)                                                                                                                                                             
 (5:6)                                                                                                                                                             
 (6:10)                                                                                                                                                           
 (19:11)                                                                                                                                                        
 (19:13)                                                                                                                                                        
 (19:16)                                                                                                                                                        
 (20:6)                                                                                                                                                           
 (22:16)                                                                                                                                                        
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What would Jesus Christ need the Father to give to Him?
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“which God gave to Him” (1:1c)

The intended audience
“to show to His bond-servants” (1:1d)

A prophetic claim
“the things which must soon take place” (1:1e)

An angelic delivery
“and He sent and communicated it by His angel” (1:1f)

“Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He exist-

ed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 

emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, {and} being made in the likeness of 

men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient 

to the point of death, even death on a cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted 

Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of 

Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father”. Phil 2: 5-11(NASB)

The book of Revelation is therefore a gift from the Father to the Son as the just reward for

His sacrifice. But this just reward is moved from written promises into the actual fulfillment 

specifically in the handing over of the seven sealed scroll, the title deed to the earth, in

chapter 5. Here we see that Jesus Christ is the only man who is worthy to take possession

of and open the scroll.

“But if the slave plainly says, 'I love my master, my wife and my children; I will not go out 

as a free man,' then his master shall bring him to God, then he shall bring him to the 

door or the doorpost. And his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he shall serve 

him permanently.” Ex 21:5-6 (NASB) *see also Deut 15:17

The book of Revelation is intended for those who are His “doulos” and have surrendered their 

life to Christ from a heart of love and admiration. Again, according to 1 Cor 2:14, the natural 

man cannot discern the things of the Spirit of God.

 *For further study, read Matt 13: 11-13

The word “soon” comes from “tachos” and can mean in a brief period of time or quickly. This 

is a declaration not only of events that will happen, but also of the nearness of them. All 

throughout scripture, and primarily in Revelation, the idea of the imminence of Christ’s 

coming is commonly presented in connection with comforting believers and warning unbe-

lievers.

Revelation is unique in that the entire book was transmitted trough an angel. This is stated by 

Christ again in 22:16. The ministry of angels to men is seen all throughout scripture.

 • They were involved in the giving of the law to Moses (Act 7:53; Gal 3:19; Heb 2:2).

 • The angel Gabriel brings direct word from the Lord:

  • To Daniel concerning future events (Dan 8:16; 9:21)

  • To Zacharias concerning his future son John the Baptist (Luk1:19)

  • To Mary concerning her son Jesus (Luk 1:26)

 • The archangel Michael appears 5 times in scripture (Dan 10:13, 21; 12:1; jud 1:9; Rev 12:7).
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John was a faithful witness to the first coming of Christ and in his gospel never makes a direct 
reference to himself. In Revelation, the direct use of his name is important for several reasons:
 • It places him as the direct recipient of the word of God and the testimony of  Jesus Christ.
 • It makes him an eyewitness (“he saw” and later “I  John”) to the events of Revelation
   verifying them as real, tangible, future events.
 • At the time of the writing of the Revelation, John was the last known eyewitness of Christ’s
   earthly ministry and his name would have been significant to the seven churches that
   Revelation went out to because they would have respected him as an elder.

Revelation is the only book of the Bible which marks itself out as a source of blessing. There 
are three mandates to receive this blessing:
 1. The word of the prophecy must be proclaimed.
 2. The word of the prophecy must be personally received.
 3. The word of the prophecy must be personally applied.

This is not a level of sincerity that is to be put off or ignored. Since “the time is near”, the 
response of believers needs to be immediate and continual.
   

Angels play a prominent role throughout Revelation:

 • The word “angel” or “angels” appear 71 times in Revelation.

 • They appear in every chapter except for 4 and 13.

 • 25% of references to angels in the Bible appear in Revelation.
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The human eyewitness and author
“to His bond-servant John, who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, {even} to all 
that he saw.”

The special blessing
“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are 
written in it; for the time is near.”

• Him who is and who was and who is to come speaks of the everlasting father.
• The seven Spirits is the seven fold Holy Spirit as seen in the following: (see also Rev 5:6, Zech 4:1-10).

• Jesus Christ. He is the faithful witness,

The trinitarian benediction
“John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and 
who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 
witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.”

“Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear 

fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.”

                                                                                                                      Isa 11: 1-2(NASB)

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the 

only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Jhn 1:14(NASB)

4-5a)

3)

1e-2)
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He is the firstborn of the dead.

They all have particular relevance to the realm of man on earth:
 • Christ would only need to be a “faithful witness” in this fallen world; only the truth exists in heaven.
 • His resurrection is the first unto eternal life and verifies His fulfillment of the law.
 • It is because of the first two titles that the title of “ruler of the kings of earth” is justly given to the
   the only perfected Man who is also God.

prōtotokos or “firstborn” is used here not to mark Christ out as the first resurrection, 

but really is a statement of His preeminence among all of the resurrected (psa 89:27). 

He is the ruler of the kings of the earth.

Simply put, Jesus Christ is sovereign over all things. In Revelation, we will see Christ as 

throned in heaven and on the earth as He is exalted in both the material and spiritual 

realm. He is the God who became flesh.

What do all three of these titles of Christ point to?

“For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in 

bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.” 
Heb 2:10 (NASB)

The word “agapao” here is in the aorist tense and is commonly rendered as a simple past 
tense. Christ “loved” us refers specifically to what He did on the cross. He “washed us” from 
all of our sin in the historical moment of His sacrifice on the cross.

OT law prohibited kings from being priests or even performing priestly duties. Saul was 
rebuked for performing priestly duties as a king. In only three cases are kings priests at the 
same time; Melchizedek, Jesus Christ and the church. This is important to keep in mind for 
Chapters 4 and 5.

Idou (behold) is a strong call to attention and is used 25 different times in Revelation. Our 
attention is called to the theme of the book; “He is coming”.

These clouds are not ordinary clouds, but clouds of glory that are present in the visible manifes-
tation of the glory and presence of God. They are seen in:
 • The wilderness wandering (Ex 13:21-22; 16:10; Num 10:34).
 • The giving of the law (Ex 19:16; 20:21; 24:15-18).
 • The tabernacle (Ex 33:9; 34:5; 40:34-38) and the temple (1Kin 8:10-12).
Christ ascends on a cloud (act 1:19) and here descends with the clouds. *see also Dan 7:13; Mat 24:30

A doxology with Christ in focus 
“Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, And hath made us kings and priests unto God 
and His Father; to Him [be] glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” (KJV)

A flash forward to the glory and sweep of the second coming.
“BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and 
all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen."I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord 
God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

5b-6)

7-8)
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After His resurrection, Christ appeared several times to His disciples (not just the twelve) over 
a period of 40 days. In the future, the body of Christ will see Him:

The “Alpha and the Omega” is the first and the last. Every language has an alphabet which 
has a first letter and a last letter. In between these letters are all of the other letters which 
are combined to communicate all knowledge. So Christ is the beginning and the end of all 
knowledge.

   “Those who pierced Him” is Israel. Many Jews will be saved during the Great Tribulation
  beginning with the 144,000 witnesses who will convert many, both Jew and Gentile. At the
   actual time of Christ’s return Israel as a nation (the remnant) will repent. *see Rom 9-11

   “and all the tribes of the earth” is a reference to the Gentile nations and their mourning will
   not be a mourning of repentance (9:21). In fact, the word “mourn” comes from koptō
   which literally means to cut or smite.

“Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.” 1Th 4:18 (NASB)

“I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance {which are} in 
Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like {the sound} of a trumpet, saying, "Write 
in a book what you see, and send {it} to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum 
and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea."

“I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of 
grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they 
will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like 
the bitter weeping over a firstborn.” Zec 12:10 (NASB)

“I was in the Spirit”: John  was transported by the Holy Spirit to a dimension of experience 
beyond the dimensions that the natural man is confined to. It is important to note that John 
constantly referred to himself in the first person as an eyewitness and so this is not merely a 
dream or vision. *For further study see (Ezek 2:2; 3:12,14; Act 10:9; 22:17-21; 2Cor 12:1)

The sound of the trumpet is a significant component in the great events of the Lord. It is 
present here and at the giving of the law at Mt.Sinai (Ex 19:16). The trumpet also sounds at 
the catching away of the church (1Cor 15:12; 1Th 4:16) and the calling up of John to heaven 
(4:1). It shows up two more times in Revelation. (8:13; 9:14).  These examples are associated 
with the voice of God unlike the 7 trumpets “blown” by the angels in association with judge-
ment.

“lychnia” meaning lightbearers.
 •Christ is - (Joh 8:12; 9:5)
 •Believers are supposed to be - (Mt5:14; Phil2:15,16)
Verse 20 identifies them as the seven churches. 

The setting of the vision of the Son

“Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lamp-
stands;"

The vision of Christ unfolding

9-11)

12)
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The term “son of man” shows up many times in the OT when the Lord is speaking to his 
prophets. It shows up in Daniel in reference to the vision of Christ (Dan 7:13). Christ uses this 
term of Himself 83 times in the gospels and He stands in the midst of the Churches as He 
promised to do. *For further study see Mat 18:20; 28:20; Joh 14:18,23; Heb 13:5

The robe mentioned here, specifically reaches down to the feet and could be used to describe 
royalty, and certainly Christ is. But it was also used to describe the robe worn by the high 
priest (6 out of 7 times in the Septuagint). The golden sash across His chest solidifies the 
image presented here of Christ as our Great High Priest. This is the main theme of the epistle 
to the Hebrews.

“and in the middle of the lampstands {I saw} one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, 
and girded across His chest with a golden sash."

“His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire." 

The white head and hair speak of the purity and Holiness of Christ. Daniel saw the Son of 
Man the same way (Dan 7:9, 13, 22). As Christians we are:
 • Positionally perfect (Eph 5:25-27).
 • Actively perfect (Matt 5:48; 1Pet 1:15-16).

14)

“His feet {were} like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice {was} 
like the sound of many waters." 

“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up;

so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life." John 3:14,15 (NASB) 

“For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 

piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to 

judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.." Heb 4:12 (NASB) * see also Eph 6:17 

Bronze or brass is an idiom for judgement especially when it is used with the adjective “fiery”. 
In Numbers 21: 6-9 we read about the serpent of brass raised up for the Israelites, who were 
bitten by the vipers, to gaze upon in order to be healed. Christ gives the meaning for it to 
Nicodemus:

The feet like burnished bronze means that Christ’s entire ministry and kingdom are built on 
His righteousness. The voice of many waters speaks of His authority.

15)

“In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His 
face was like the sun shining in its strength." 

In verse 20 we will see that the seven stars are representatives of the seven churches. Here 
Christ is holding the church in His hand. The sharp two edged sword is the word of God:

We see the glory of God as light. The disciples saw a small fraction of His glory at the mount 
of Transfiguration and the glory of God shines through His church. (2 Cor 4:6) 

16)

13)
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The first and last appears seven times in scripture (Is 41:4; 44:6; 48:12 Rev 1: 11, 17-18; 2:8 
“was dead and am alive”; 22:13). The “keys of death and Hades” is a declaration of the 
authority of Christ over life and death. He is the resurrection and the Life (John 11:25; 14:19) 
and He is the one who brings judgement to the lost (Mat 10:28).

“And He placed His right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,
and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and 
of Hades."

17b-18)

“Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take 
place after these things. As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the 
seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands 
are the seven churches."

The word for “angel” is aggelos and means messenger. Since angels don’t rule or shepherd 

over the church, angels here are best understood as messengers to these churches; elders.

19- 20)

Why these seven churches? Close examination of these seven churches and the letters to 

them reveal 4 points of application:

 • Each individual church: These were real churches that actually existed at the time of

   John’s writing. This was researched archaeologically by Sir William Ramsey.

 • Applies to all churches: “...what the Spirit says to the Churches.”

 • Applies to every Christian: “he that hath an ear...”

 • A prophetic outline of the church: not so if in any other order.

There are seven design elements to each of the letters:

 • The name of the church: The meaning of the names ties in with the character of the church.

 • The title of Christ chosen: Directly addresses the character of each church.

 • Commendation: Two churches have nothing good said about them.

 • Concern: Two churches have nothing bad said about them.

 • Exhortation: Direct challenge for “winning” the race.

 • Promise to the overcomer in each letter.

 • The closing statement: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the spirit says to the churches.

The seven churches: “The things which are” (Chap 2&3)

Read chapters 2 and 3 for next time.

“When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man." 

The holiness of God is overwhelming and invokes instant fear. All throughout the OT, we see 
the prophets of God fall to worship Him when they see Him. (Dan 10:8-9; 8:17; Ezek 1:28; 
3:23; 9:8; 43:3; 44:4). Isaiah and Job both retreat to instant feelings of unholiness in the site 
of the Lord (Isa 6:5; Job 42:5-6). Paul not only falls off of his high horse, but he is made blind 
when he is confronted by Christ Jesus (Act 16:13-14).

17a)


