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Session 20 - Revelation 19

“After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, 

"Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE 

TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with 

her immorality, and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-SERVANTS ON HER." 

And a second time they said, "Hallelujah! HER SMOKE RISES UP FOREVER AND EVER."”

“"Rejoice, O nations, with His people; For He will avenge the blood of His servants, And will render 

vengeance on His adversaries, And will atone for His land and His people."”     Deut 32:43 (NASB)

(19:1-3)

The Great Celebration in Heaven

Praise from the multitude

Once again John writes “after these things” indicated a change in focus. Chapters 17 and 18 

present the great harlot who, although has a grand finally in her final world religion and city, 

has represented all harlotry throughout the ages. John is now shown the reaction of the 

inhabitants of heaven as they witness her fall. “The great multitude” in verse 1 most likely is 

the same great multitude (7:9-17) who in the 5th seal (6:9-11) stand before the throne crying 

out “with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judg-

ing and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"”

Hallelujah (άλληλουϊά) specifically means “praise ye the Lord, hallelujah”. In the definition 

the word is also contained which represents the eternality of it’s utterance.  In celebration of 

God three specific attributes are highlighted by the multitude in light of the harlot’s demise:

Salvation - The phrase “God of salvation” of “salvation of God” or “God my salvation”; 

etc. shows up over 30 times in the Old Testament and over 13 times in the New. The 

word salvation shows up 156 times in scripture and always looks to what only the Lord 

will ultimately provide. As the multitude who have come out of the tribulation specifical-

ly by way of slaughter reflect on the harlot’s destruction, salvation is very specifically 

from the oppressive hand of all that the harlot represents.

Ultimately the whole of salvation is for the redeemed and encompasses deliverance not 

only from our enemies, but also from ourselves. But here it is specifically connected to 

His righteous judgement on the harlot for all of the evil, demonic deception that she 

casts over mankind, and the slaughter that she has brought to the saints.

Glory - There are many ways to see the glory of God but the multitude connect it to His 

right to avenge the blood of His saints as he promises to do:
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“Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "When I will raise up for David a righteous 

Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land. In 

His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell securely; And this is His name by which He will 

be called, 'The LORD our righteousness.'”                                                  Deut 32:43 (NASB)

“and he said to the sons of Israel, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'I brought Israel up 

from Egypt, and I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the power of all the 

kingdoms that were oppressing you.'”                                                  1Sam 10:18 (NASB)

“But the LORD, who brought you up from the land of Egypt with great power and with an 

outstretched arm, Him you shall fear, and to Him you shall bow yourselves down, and to Him you 

shall sacrifice.”                                                                                         2Ki 17:36 (NASB)

“Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, 

indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O LORD, and You 

exalt Yourself as head over all.”                                                                 2Cr 29:11 (NASB)

"Your right hand, O LORD, is majestic in power, Your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy.”                                          

Ex 15:6 (NASB)

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His 

shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince 

of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of 

David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From 

then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.”      Is 9:6-7 (NASB)

His glory is also connected with His righteous and true judgement. Nations aspire to 

have rulers and kings that will administer justice. But sinful man’s view of justice can be 

very jaded. Sometimes even the righteous who long for true justice even attach their 

hopes and dreams to who they can elect to power. It never takes long for those hopes 

and dreams to fail when the “system” never seems to deliver.

But this final judgement that brings the fall to the entire harlot Satanic system of sin and 

treachery can only come form God’s glory and will bring a real lasting righteous kingdom 

that is bathed in truth.

Power - Only the King of Kings and Lord of Lords will be able to accomplish such a 

permanent victory. It is by His power that He delivers His poeple:

Session 20 - Revelation 19
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“And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sits on 

the throne saying, "Amen. Hallelujah!"”

(19:4)

“And a voice came from the throne, saying, "Give praise to our God, all you His bond-servants, you 

who fear Him, the small and the great." Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude 

and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelu-

jah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.”

(19:5-6)

After the judgement is completed and the eternality of her destruction is in view, “hallelujah” 

is proclaimed again. The harlot system will never again be seen. But this eternal destruction 

will be applied to every unredeemed human being. Mark 9:48 describe this future reality as a 

place where the worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.

In Chapter 14 of Revelation the damned will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 

presence of the holy angels and the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment will go up forever 

and ever (vv10-11). The rebellion of man began in the Garden of Eden and will end at this 

moment when Jesus takes back dominion from the workers of iniquity and the god of this 

world.

Further support for the multitude alluding to those who came out of the Tribulation through 

martyrdom is given when we see the distinction made here by the 24 elders (whom many see 

as representing the church) and the four living creatures who surround the throne of God. 

The throne brings an immediate recognition of God’s authority and sovereignty. As they give 

an emphatic “Amen” in agreement with the proclamation of the multitude and cry out “halle-

lujah” in response to the display of God’s judgement.

The voice coming from the throne is that of an angel as he acknowledges “our God”. His 

bond-servants are human beings that serve Him out of love and adoration. While angels and 

heavenly creatures are servants as well, they are not “bond-servants” as they have not needed 

to be redeemed. Still as the awe of God is pondered by all who are in heaven just prior to His 

final return, there are none who are silent as they all produce a chorus like the sound of many 

waters and thunder.

Praise from the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures

Praise from the angels

“ ....The hand of our God is favorably disposed to all those who seek Him, but His power and His 

anger are against all those who forsake Him.”                                                   Ezr 8:22 (NASB)
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“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and 

His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright {and} 

clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.”

(19:7-8)

The Marriage of the Lamb

• Selection of the bride

• The “Ketubah” or betrothal

• The bridegroom departs to his fathers house

• The surprise gathering of the bride / “huppah” or wedding

• The consummation / testing of the bride

• The seven day celebration ending with the marriage feast or “wedding proper”

We have seen how throughout the Old Testament the Jews were given “models” or “types” to 

teach them prophecy. In our look at the rapture question we looked at one of the most 

important identifying features of the church; the bride. Israel is portrayed throughout the Old 

Testament as the wife of God (Isa. 54:5-6; 62:5; Jer31:32; Ezek 16:7-14; Hos 2:16,19).

Israel’s role as the wife of God will be more closely examined in the next chapter. As a refresher 

the Jewish wedding is very significant in our understanding of prophecy as it pertains to the 

church; God’s love gift to His Son. One type that portrays this is Abraham sending forth 

Eliezer, his servant, to take a bride for his only son of promise; Isaac. This type is fulfilled in 

the “mystery bride” for Christ; the Fathers Son. At a quick glance the stages of the marriage 

are as follows (ref. session 10 pg12):

Notice that in speaking of Christ’s bride the statement is made that “it was given to her” –  the 

righteousness that she is clothed with. As believers we are instantly justified through faith (Rm 

3:24, 28, 28; 5:1, 9; 8:30; 1Cor 6:11; Gal 2:16; 3:24; etc.), and are living out the righteous-

ness that we have been given through the power of the Holy Spirit (Philippians 2:12-13; Col 

1:29) and are being made ready for the final wedding celebration which will start with our 

initial gathering, continue with our consummation in heaven with the groom and then will 

have its fulfillment in the presentation of the Bridegroom and bride in the marriage feast at 

the beginning of the kingdom age.

The Lamb and His spotless bride

“Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."”

(19:9)

The invited guests
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“ Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he *said to me, "Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of 

yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the 

spirit of prophecy.”

(19:7-10)

The invited guests in a wedding cannot be the bridegroom, the bride or the father. They 

include the groomsmen, the maidens (bridesmaids) and all of those that come to partake in 

the celebration upon the revealing of the bridegroom and the bride. They are the saints of 

the Old Testament including the patriarchs and the prophets and all of the faithful whom 

Daniel says will be resurrected at the beginning of the kingdom age.

John the baptist says of himself that he is a friend of the bridegroom (John 3:29). The saints 

from out of the tribulation, both glorified and living Jew and Gentile will be of the invited 

guests. Does this make the bride of Christ more loved by or preferred by the Lord? No, but 

the Lord does have the right (which He exercises) to design certain roles for each individual 

or “group” of individuals for His purposes. There will be very distinct roles established for 

the saints of God during the Millennium.

This is the 4th beatitude of Revelation (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 20:6; 22:7, 14) and blessed 

means “happy, joyous, satisfied and fulfilled”. Such will be the experience of all who are a 

part of the kingdom of God.

The holy angels don’t ever allow themselves to be worshipped. The angels that did not fall 

embrace the role that the Lord has given to them as he says to John “I am a fellow servant of 

yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus...”. The angels that fell rebelled 

against the image of a man on the throne of God (pre incarnate image of Jesus on the throne; 

Is 1) that they were shown prior to the creation of man. It is what the whole struggle on 

earth is all about; Satan and the fallen angels rejecting God’s order and lusting after their 

own power and glory.

Another very important statement is made by the angel here. He reinforces his denial of 

worship with the fact that only the “testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”. Although 

the Lord may convict us through the Holy Spirit on a matter, we are not given new prophecy 

wether it be by a voice, a person or apparition since we now have the complete Word of 

God. The gift of prophecy in a completed scripture context is to be able to preach what is 

prophesied in scripture with accuracy and conviction. The most important thing to remem-

ber is what the point of true prophecy is all about:

Awestruck worship

“But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have 

preached to you, he is to be accursed!  As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is 

preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!” Gal 1:8-9 (NASB)

Session 20 - Revelation 19
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“ And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, 

and in righteousness He judges and wages war. His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many 

diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. He is clothed with a 

robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.”

(19:11-13)

Unlike our immediate atmosphere and the great beyond of the universe, God’s dwelling 

cannot be reached in a matter of travel over time and distance, but it exists beyond the plane 

of our natural state; dimensions that mankind cannot experience in flesh and blood. Just as 

heaven was opened at the baptism of Christ (Mat 3:16-17), to Stephen the martyr (Acts 7:56) 

and to Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9), they have been opened in Revelation to let 

John “be there”at the time that the events he wrote down actually will take place.

The earth has seen the opening of the portals to the demonic realm that spews forth pure evil. 

In stark contrast the heavenly portals will be opened to reveal the kingdom of light and holi-

ness as the day of the Lord has now reached it’s final stage. The humble servant who rode into 

Jerusalem on a donkey, is the righteous King who now is returning on a brilliant white horse. 

John lays out a glorious description of the conquering Christ. He is:

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because 

many false prophets have gone out into the world.”                                            1Jhn 4:1 (NASB)

“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,

in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom 

also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 

nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, 

He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much better than the 

angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they. For to which of the angels did He ever 

say, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU"? And again, "I WILL BE A 

FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME"? And when He again brings the 

firstborn into the world, He says, "AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM."”                                           

Heb 1:1-6 (NASB)

The Return of the King

Faithful and true - Attributes that are not merely acts of Christ, but have their source in Him

(Rom 3:4; Jhn 1:14-17).

The judge and executioner - He who was executed by unrighteous men will, in righteousness,

judge all that is wicked. His robe is stained with the blood of His enemies (2Thes 1:7-10)

Eyes that are a flame of fire - Not a single soul will be able to escape his all - seeing eyes that

will be able to see into the deepest recesses of the soul (Heb 4:13).  

The King with many crowns - In stark contrast to the impostor who wore many crowns, Christ,

who wore a crown of thorns, is worthy of His crowns (Phil 2:1-11) and His kingdom won’t end.

The Word of God - The fullness of God is revealed in the person of Christ who not only speaks

the Word, but is the Living Word (Jhn 1:1-3, 14; 1Pe 1:17-25; Heb 4:12-13)

Session 20 - Revelation 19
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“And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white {and} clean, were following Him 

on white horses.
(19:14)

The Lords armies

The armies that accompany Christ are made up of the bride who is clothed in white (vv. 7,8), 

The martyred Tribulation saints (7:13) and the OT saints who now have their resurrected 

bodies (Dan 12:1-2; Jude 14). Holy angels will also be part of this army (Mat 25:31). The 

white horses symbolize the authority of Christ and the authority that He has given to His 

armies. The Lord, however, will not need an army to fight His battle (Is 63:1-6).
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“From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will 

rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  

And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 

LORDS."

(19:15-16)

The effectiveness of the Lords reign

By the Word of God the repentant are saved and the wicked are executed. Christ is able to 

subdue all of the wicked peoples of the earth, the antichrist and all nations along with Satan 

and his demons. This will not only include the battle of Armageddon, but the sheep and goat 

judgment from Matthew 25: 31-46. Christ will rule with “a rod of iron” which indicates the 

swiftness of justice during the millennium. Psalm 2: 8-9 also gives reference to this effective-

ness of rule.

“Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds 

which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great supper of God so that you may eat the flesh 

of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of 

those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great." 

And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against 

Him who sat on the horse and against His army. And the beast was seized, and with him the false 

prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the 

mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of 

fire which burns with brimstone. And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the 

mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh.”

(19:17-21)

The victory of the Lord

This is the final battle that marks the “Day of the Lord” which ends in the total execution of 

the wicked on earth. (Other references to this Day of the Lord include Ps 2:1-9, Is 66:15,16; 

Eze 39:1-4, 17-20; Joel 3:12-21; Mt 24,25; 2Thes 1:7-9; 2:8; Mt 25:31-46). As we will see in 

chapter 20, the lake of fire will be the final, eternal place of judgment for all of the wicked of 

all of the ages, including men, Satan, fallen angels and demons.  The final scene of disgrace 

for the unregenerate is that the birds will consume their slain bodies.


