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Session 21 - Understanding the Millennium

The Millennium - An Inheritance Gained

As we come to Revelation chapter 20, we are introduced to one of the most debated subjects in holy writ, but why? 
Scripture has much to say about the kingdom of God expressed on earth and as Jesus taught us to pray, we 
proclaim “thy kingdom come”. The word come is used in an active present sense which means that we pray with 
the expectation of its occurrence. This is in conjunction with His will being done on earth as well as in heaven. 
Believers continue to pray the Lords prayer even now, but how many are actually taking it literally – eagerly looking 
for both the Kingdom and will of God to be carried out on earth to the extent that it is in heaven?

Revelation 20 only actually reveals a few details of the kingdom on earth such as it’s duration of 1,000 years, Satan 
bound in the Abyss and the first resurrection ruling with Christ. But promises of this earthly kingdom are no 
mystery in scripture. As we stated in the introduction to Revelation for every time the first advent of Christ is 
detailed the second is mentioned 8 times. Out of 330 Messianic prophecies only 109 were fulfilled in the first 
advent. The second coming is second only to the subject of faith in scripture and 1 out of every 25 verses in the NT 
alone mention it. There are 21 different recordings of Christ mentioning His second coming in the gospels and we 
are told to be ready for it over 50 times in the NT.

Millennial Views (basic)

AMILLENNIALISM

For the first century and a half of the church the consesus view of prophecy was that it pointed to a premillennial 
view. It was through the Alexandrian school that the practice of allegorizing scripture became a popular practice. 
Origen was amongst the scholars who promoted this approach to interpreting scripture. Other scholars and histo-
rians who promoted this method were Eusebius and Jerome, but the view became the most widely adopted under 
the influence of Augsutine. As the Roman Catholic church became the dominant institution seen as being the 
church, the premillennial view was the dominant view for over 1,400 years. Even with the reformation proposing 
many problems with Catholic dioctrine , the allegorical view of prophetic scripture was not challenged and most of 
the reformers maintained this view. Most scholars within reformed tradition still hold to an amillennial view today, 
but scholars from both the amillennial and postmillennial views admit that if scripture were to be taken as literal 
then it does seem to point to a premillennial view of prophecy.

This view would not support a literal 1,000 year reign of Christ on earth. It views the reign of Christ as having  
already begun in the hearts of the church and is therefore present now on earth spiritually. Additionally, saints who 
are with the Lord now are already reigning with Him in heaven as fulfillment of kingdom prophecy. They see Satan 
as bound since people come to Christ from many nations and he is therefor not “deceiving the nations”. They do 
believe that sin and evil will increase.

They do not see a rapture event rather the belief is that when one becomes a believer, they are resurrected spiritually 
and call this the first resurrection. When Jesus returns He will bring about the end of this current created order and 
the Great White Throne judgement will take place; the second resurrection. Christ will therefor not reign on earth 
as a result of His second coming, but will destroy the current created order, carry out the final white throne judge-
ment and the create the new heavens and earth immediately.

The most obvious problem that arises with allegorizing scripture is that it is very arbitrary and subjective. But the 
overwhelming pattern of the fulfillment of prophetic text throughout history has proven to be very literal down to 
the most precise details. In the book of Revelation itself all numbers given point to very specific and literal details. 
If the 1,000 year reign of Christ were meant to represent some large, symbolic period of time, then why not exagger-
ate it more? There are 144,000 Jewish witnesses, a 200,000,000  million man army; etc.. Jesus tells the church at 
Laodecia “The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down 
with my Father on his throne.” (Rev 3:21). This implies a throne of His own not yet received but will be. It will be 
upon this throne that Jesus will grant to His saints to reign with him. This puts the reign of the saints of Christ with 
Him as a future event, not as being fulfilled now.  
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There is a wide range of variation within both amillennialism and postmillennialism. This is due 

primarily to the arbitrary nature of allegorizing scripture and not following a strict literal herme-

neutic. However, the standard set by the details prophesied and fulfilled in the first advent of 

Christ, demonstrate that we must continue to use a strict, literal interpretation of prophecy 

that is yet to be fulfilled. That brings us to the third major view; premillennialism.

POSTMILLENNIALISM

PREMILLENNIALISM

This view would also not support a literal 1,000 year reign of Christ on earth. The kingdom 

of Christ is viewed as already present and He reigns through His church. Unlike Amillennial-

ism and Premillennialism, Post Millennialism believes that the spread of the gospel will lead 

to a gradual “Christianization” of the world which will bring about a golden age of peace 

and harmony prior to the second coming. Christ will return to the earth for His own and to 

then judge the unbelievers only after this golden age has been realized. This view also sees 

conversion as the first resurrection and the Great White Throne judgement as the second 

resurrection. The 20th and now 21st centuries have brought many fatal blows to this view 

yet it is on the rise again in various forms such as Liberation Theology, Kingdom Theology 

(Re constructionism) Theonomy and Dominionism. Both amillennialism and post millenni-

alism deny any future for national Israel as part of God’s unfolding plan. Certain texts or 

phrases are extracted from New Testament passages to support the idea that the true Israel 

is made up of Jew and Gentile and all current and future prophecies are meant to be for 

both Jew and Gentile within the church.

While premillennialist will allow for figures of speech and allegory, they do so only where the text 

allows it and otherwise stick to a strict, literal hermeneutic when studying prophecy that has yet to 

be fulfilled. The only real debate within this view is when the rapture of the church will take place. 

Premillennialism holds the view that there will be a literal 1,000 year reign of Christ physically on this 

earth in His future kingdom. They hold the view that the majority of the promises given to national 

Israel pertaining to the kingdom are yet to be fulfilled and that it is through their partial hardening 

that the church was born. But their national rebellion will ultimately be reversed through the tribula-

tion period that the Lord brings about. Satan, powers and principalities continue to influence the 

wickedness of man which will steadily increase and then climax in a final seven year period, but then 

they will be bound for the duration of the millennial kingdom. The gospel will continue to be spread 

even through this time and the return of Christ will result in the judgement of the nations and of 

Israel. Only the redeemed, both natural and resurrected, will enter the kingdom age and reign with 

Christ. The first resurrection includes all of the redeemed of the church, Old Testament saints and 

tribulation saints who died for the sake of Christ. The second resurrection (that leads unto death) 

will take place at the end of the millennium when the Great White Throne judgement takes place. It 

will be after this 1,000 year reign that Christ will put an end to one final rebellion with fire that will 

take all of the current created order out of existance. He will then create the new heavens and new 

earth that will be eternal.



Revelation provides the frame work in which all of the prophetic details pertaining to the king-

dom expressed on earth will be fulfilled particularly in Christ. Jesus calls the kingdom the 

“regeneration”:

Peter speaks of both advents of Christ in his sermon to the Sanhedrin in Acts:

Paul refers to the kingdom on earth as the summing up of all things:

There is much more concerning the kingdom in New Testament, but the kingdom debate begins 

in the Old Testament. There are many passages in the Old Testament that speak of the kingdom 

on earth. Some of those passages include Deut 30:1-5; 2 Sam 7:12-16; Psa 2:6-12; Isa 2:2-4; 

11:1-10; 12:1-6; 24:23; 32:15-20; 35:1-2; 60:10-18; 65:20-22; Jer 3:14-18; 23:5-6; 30:3; 

31:35-40; 33:14-18; Eze 34:23-24; 36:16-38; 37:15-28; Dan 2:44-45; Hos 3:4-5; Joel 3:18-21; 

Amos 9:11-15; Mic 4:1-8; Zeph 3:14-20; and Zech 14:9-11.

The earliest promises concerning the kingdom are given in the covenants God made with Abra-

ham and the nation which would come from him. There are two types of covenants, unilateral 

(unconditional) and bilateral (conditional). Unilateral covenants take place between two 

parties but are ultimately upheld by the party that initiated it. Bilateral covenants require that 

both parties live up to what is required of them in order for the covenant to be maintained. The 

six covenants in the bible are foundational to all of prophecy and ones method of interpreta-

tion of these covenants will determine their entire eschatology.

The six covenants are the Noahic, the Abrahamic, the Priestly, the Mosaic, the Davidic, and the 

New Covenant. We will look at the basic tenants of these six covenants in order to get an
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"Then Peter said to Him, "Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what then will there 

be for us?" And Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the 

regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve 

thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel."  

Matt 19:27-28 (NASB)

"But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His 

Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be 

wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; and that 

He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, whom heaven must receive until the period of 

restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient 

time."                                                                                                      Acts 3:18-21 (NASB)

"He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed 

in Him with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing 

up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him"  

Eph 1:9-10 (NASB)
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overview of how they relate to what has come to pass in history and what has yet to be fulfilled.

The very first time the word “covenant” shows up is in Genesis 6:18 where God says to Noah 

“But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark...”. The nature of this 

covenant is unilateral as indicated by the use of “My covenant”. An examination of this cove-

nant reveals that:

 1)The seasons will endure (8:22)

 2)“Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant with you” (9:9)

 3)Never again will all flesh be destroyed by means of the flood (9:11)

 4)The rainbow will be the sign for the covenant as long as the covenant is valid (9:12-17)

 5)It is presented as an “everlasting covenant” between God and all flesh that is on the earth (9:16).

This is the most general of all of the covenants but in no way is insignificant. There is nothing within 

the context of Genesis 6-9 that allows for an allegorical interpretation although many do in error with 

views such as a localized flood. One can hardly explain the geological record with such limitations on 

the true meaning of plain text. Also God would have violated His covenant many times over with the 

vast amount of localized floods that are recorded in history. Peter reminds us that there is a time 

coming when the earth will be destroyed in the same way by fire:

The initial establishment of the Abrahamic Covenant is in Genesis 12:1-3 where Yahweh instructed 

and promised Abram: 

 1) “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father's house, to the land

  which I will show you” (12:1);

 2) “I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall 

  be a blessing” (12:2);

 3) “I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse”(12:3a);

 4) “in you all the nations of the earth shall be blessed” (12:3b).

After Abraham came to the land where the Canaanite was “ The LORD appeared to Abram and said, 

"To your descendants I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the LORD who had appeared 

to him.” (12:7). These promises become framed within the context of a covenant in Gen 13:14-17:

"Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after 

their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell 

asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation." For when they maintain this, 

it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was 

formed out of water and by water, through which the world at that time was destroyed, being 

flooded with water. But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, 

kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men."                   2 Pet 3:3-7 (NASB)

The Noahic Covenant

The Abrahamic Covenant
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There are several new components to this second iteration of the Abrahamic Covenant.

 1) The covenant includes the land of Canaan given to Abraham and his descendants.

 2) This land grant to Abraham and his descendants is “forever”!

 3) Finally Abraham's descendants would be as the sand of the earth.

So between this iteration and the initial promise of blessing to the nations (gospel), the promise of his 
numerous descendants and the land are now framed within a forever context. Although many will 
attempt to separate some of these components out of the forever context in order to fit their presup-
positions it is not presented in a way that allows for dissection. But this covenant becomes more 
detailed and ratified by God Himself in a way that demonstrates the unilateral and eternal nature of 
the Abrahamic Covenant in Genesis 15:

In his book “The Promised Land: A Biblical-Historical View” Walter Kaiser says of this iteration of the 
covenant:

"The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, "Now lift up your eyes and look 

from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the 

land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever. I will make your descen-

dants as the dust of the earth, so that if anyone can number the dust of the earth, then your 

descendants can also be numbered. Arise, walk about the land through its length and breadth; for 

I will give it to you.""                                                                            Gen 13:14-17 (NASB)

"And He said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you 
this land to possess it." He said, "O Lord GOD, how may I know that I will possess it?"So He 
said to him, " Bring Me a three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a three year 
old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon." Then he brought all these to Him and cut them 
in two, and laid each half opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds. The birds of prey came 
down upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away. Now when the sun was going down, a deep 
sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him. God said to Abram, 
"Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they 
will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. But I will also judge the nation whom they will 
serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions. As for you, you shall go to your 
fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age. Then in the fourth generation they will 
return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete”. It came about when the sun had 
set, that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which 
passed between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To 
your descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river 
Euphrates: the Kenite and the Kenizzite and the Kadmonite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and 
the Rephaim and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Girgashite and the Jebusite.""

Gen 14:7-21 (NASB)

“So solemn was this covenant with its gift of the land that Genesis 15:7-21 depicted God alone 

moving between the halves of the sacrificial animals after sunset as “a smoking furnace and a
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We must always keep in mind that the Lord is eternal and sees things from the same perspective; 

outside of time and space. So the Lord can declare “I have given to you” and be faithful to the perma-

nent nature of the promise despite the appearances of the reality of the covenant in history. In his 

commentary “Did God fulfill every promise?” Gregory Harris states:

We have already said that the Abrahamic Covenant is either all figurative or all literal with no room for 

dissection. There can also be no loss of any of the components of the promise within its “forever” 

nature. If Israel had somehow forfeited the blessings promised to them through the covenant; i.e. the 

land and national aspects then all of the remaining aspects of the covenant would have to be forfeited 

as well, such as the blessings to all nations (the gospel). Genesis 22:15-18 is the sixth iteration of this 

covenant.

There was only one son of promise given to Abraham; Isaac. Isaac had the covenant confirmed to him 

by God in Gen 26:2-5, 24. Within this reconfirmation of the Abrahamic Covenant was five specific 

provisions:

  1) Isaac is to be blessed (26:3a, 24a)

 2) the land again promised to both Isaac and his seed(26:3b, 4b)

 3) the seed will be multiplied (26:4a, 4b)

 4) Gentiles would eventually be blessed through his seed (26: 4c)

 5) based on the promises given to Abraham (26: 3c, 5, 24c).

The same covenant was confirmed to Jacob, the younger son of Isaac (Gen 28:13-15) and then 

through Jacob to his twelve sons (Gen 49).

So the Abrahamic Covenant can therefore be broken down into three basic aspects: the land , the seed 

and the blessing. It is through the subsequent covenants that the aspects are fulfilled. The land aspect 

is fulfilled through the Land Covenant (sometimes called the Palestinian Covenant). The seed

flaming torch” (v. 17) . . . Thus, He obligated Himself and only Himself to fulfill the terms of this 

oath. Abraham was not asked or required likewise to obligate himself. The total burden for the 

delivery of the gift of the land fell on the divine Provider but not on the devotion of the patriarch. 

As if to underscore the permanence of this arrangement, Genesis 17:7, 13, 19

stress that this was to be “an everlasting covenant.”25 (pg 303)

“It is likewise essential to observe that the territory described is quite large with a landmass of

approximately 300,000 square miles or twelve and one-half times the size of Great Britain and 

Ireland. This stands in stark contrast to the surprisingly small traditional borders that include a 

territory that extends only “about 150 miles north to south (going from Dan to Beersheba) and 

an average of thirty miles east to west from the Mediterranean to the Jordon River Valley)” and 

significantly falls short of fulfilling the specified boundaries with only a landmass of about 10,000 

square miles... the difference between the land promised by God and that actually gained by the 

Jewish people comes to approximately only one-thirtieth of the designated landmass.” pg 9

Reconfirmations of the Abrahamic Covenant
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aspect is included in the Davidic Covenant while the blessings promised are covered under the New 

Covenant.

This covenant is found in Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20. At the very start the covenant is marked out as 

separate from the Mosaic Covenant:

Verses 1-10 basically state the provisions of the covenant with verses 5-10 covering the promises to His 

people, Israel.

The Land Covenant has eight basic provisions:

 1) The rebellion of Israel including the scattering of Israel to the nations was prophesied (29:2-30:1)

  The remaining provisions speak to Israel’s final restoration

 2) Israel will repent(30:2)

 3) Messiah will return (30:3)

 4) Israel will be regathered (30:3-4)

 5) Israel will possess the promised land (30:5)

 6) Israel will be regenerated (30:6)

 7) Her enemies will be judged (30:7)

 8) Israel will receive full Messianic Kingdom blessing (30:8-10)

The primary thing to note is that God owns the land and He has determined it for Israel. Her obedi-

ence is what determines her enjoyment of the land. This covenant is given after the Mosaic Covenant 

and is a further confirmation of the Abrahamic. It was furthermore confirmed in Ezekiel 16: 1-63 

which paints a perfect picture of the unconditional nature of the Land Covenant. God selects her as 

an outcast infant which He rears to the age of marriage. She then becomes the wife of Jehovah and is

The Land Covenant 

“These are the words of the covenant which the LORD commanded Moses to make with the 

sons of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant which He had made with them at 

Horeb.”                                                                                                   Gen 29:1 (NASB)

“The LORD your God will bring you into the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall 

possess it; and He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers. Moreover the 

LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live. The LORD your God 

will inflict all these curses on your enemies and on those who hate you, who persecuted you. And 

you shall again obey the LORD, and observe all His commandments which I command you 

today. Then the LORD your God will prosper you abundantly in all the work of your hand, in 

the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your cattle and in the produce of your ground, 

for the LORD will again rejoice over you for good, just as He rejoiced over your fathers; if you 

obey the LORD your God to keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in this 

book of the law, if you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and soul. 

Gen 30:5-10 (NASB)
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adorned with royal garments and jewels. Ezekiel 16 then moves on to depict her harlotry that leads to 

her eventual scattering. Still even Ezekiel ends with the eventual regathering and remarriage of God to 

His chosen nation by means of the Land Covenant.

The first iteration of the Davidic Covenant in 2 Samuel 7 puts an emphasis on Solomon:

In the second iteration of the David Covenant found in 1 Chronicles, the emphasis is placed on the 

Messiah:

As progressive revelation of Gods plan unfolded through history, the way in which the unconditional 
promises made to Abraham and his descendants would be fullfilled became more and more defined. 
Here the plan is further defined through the promise to David, his house and Dynasty. Seven main 
provisions can be summarized from these two passages:

 1) The promise to David of an eternal house or dynasty (2Sam 7:11b, 16; 1Chron 17:10b)
 2) Solomon would be seated on Davids throne after him (2Sam 7:12)
 3) Solomon would build the temple that David so eagerly desired to build (2Sam 7:13a)
 4) The throne of David and Solomons kingdom would be established forever (2Sam 7:13b, 16)
 5) Although Solomon would be disciplined for sin, God would not remove His lovingkindness from
  him (2Sam 7:14-15). The Lord states this while comparing him to Saul whom God did take favor
  away from as a result of his rebellion. Once again this displays the unconditional nature of Gods 
  covenants. It was Solomons sin that caused the kingdom to split, but it did so after his life.
 6) Messiah would be a direct descendant of David, established on David’s throne.
 7) The Messiahs throne and kingdom are to be established forever.

All of the eternal aspects of this covenant, the eternal dynasty, eternal throne, eternal kingdom and 
eternal descendant are to be fulfilled within the broader promises given to Israel. The Davidic Cove-
nant is further expressed in 2 Sam 23:1-5; Ps 89:1-52; Isa 9:6-7; 11:1; Jer 23: 5-6; 30:8-9; 33:14-17, 
19-26; 19:26; Ezek 37:24-25; Hosea 3:4-5; Amos 9:11; Luke 1:30-35, 68-70 and Acts 15:14-18.

The Davidic Covenant

“The LORD also declares to you that the LORD will make a house for you. When your days are 
complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will 
come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him and he will be a son to 
Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons 
of men, but My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I 
removed from before you. Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your 
throne shall be established forever. In accordance with all these words and all this vision, so 
Nathan spoke to David.”                                                                  2Sam 7:11b-17 (NASB)

“Moreover, I tell you that the LORD will build a house for you. When your days are fulfilled that 
you must go to be with your fathers, that I will set up one of your descendants after you, who will 
be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build for Me a house, and I will establish 
his throne forever. I will be his father and he shall be My son; and I will not take My lovingkindness 
away from him, as I took it from him who was before you. But I will settle him in My house and 
in My kingdom forever, and his throne shall be established forever. According to all these words 
and according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.”              1 Chr 17 :10b-15 (NASB)
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This is the only conditional covenant between Jehovah and Israel. The details of this covenant extend 

from Exodus 20:1 through Deuteronomy 28:68 with Moses acting as the representative of Israel to 

God. There are a total of 613 commandments as part of the Mosaic law that make up the basis upon 

which Israel could, through obedience to them remain in blessed standing with Jehovah.

This covenant was ratified in blood in Exodus 24:1-11 and the blood sacrifice is the key element (Lev 

17:11). The blood sacrifice of an animal only covered sin and was necessary for the restoration of 

fellowship, but it never removed it. There are many purposes for the giving of the law:

 1) To reveal the righteous standard of the holiness of Jehovah and what He requires for a proper

  standing with Him.

 2) To provide a standard of conduct for God’s people.

 3) Provides seven specific holy seasons for both individual and corporate Jewish worship. It is

  through these seasons that the first and second advent of Christ is rehearsed.

 4) To keep the Jewish people distinct from the Gentiles.

 5) To place a wall of partition between the Hebrews and the Gentiles (Eph 2:11-16).

 6) To reveal sin; specifically that no one could live up to Gods standard of righteousness.

 7) To also make sin abound (Rm 4:15; 5:20; 7:7-13; 1Cor 15:56)

 8) To make the sinner aware of his need of an advocate

 9) To drive the sinner to saving faith in the Lord’s grace. A grace which has it’s ultimate expression in 

  the Messiah’s sacrifice.

Two of the primary identifying marks for the Hebrew was the circumcision and the Sabbath. Both 

outward signs meant to signify an inner consecration of ones self to holy God. This covenant was vital 

in establishing the need for the New covenant and for providing the legal grounds upon which the last 

Adam will be given His “inherited” right to rule in a literal earthly kingdom.

The Mosaic Covenant

The Priestly Covenant

"Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the 

priest, has turned away My wrath from the sons of Israel in that he was jealous with My jealousy 

among them, so that I did not destroy the sons of Israel in My jealousy. Therefore say, 'Behold, I 

give him My covenant of peace; and it shall be for him and his descendants after him, a covenant 

of a perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his God and made atonement for the sons 

of Israel.'"                                                                                          Num 25:10-13 (NASB)
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Phinehas acted out against an Israelite man who, during the rebellion with the Moabites caused by 

Balaams instigation, took a Moabite woman into his tent to consummate a marriage in front of Israel. 

It was because of Phinehas’s zeal that the Lord declared this covenant. According to 1Chr 6:50-53, the 

genealogical line of Phinehas will continue into the millennial kingdom through Zadok.  Ezekiel 

indicates that the only priests permitted to minister in the millennial temple are those of the line of 

Zadok (44:15; 48:11). Jeremiah 33:20-21 links this perpetual priesthood with the Davidic covenant. 

Those who allegorize the future promises of Davids throne to be where Christ sits in heaven now, can’t 

find an easy explanation for the promise of a kingdom priesthood for the line of Phinehas.

This covenant with the house of Israel and of Judah is made in reference to it’s uniqueness from the 

covenant that Jehovah made with their fathers “when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 

the land of Egypt”. This covenant that they broke was the Mosaic covenant or the law. The New cove-

nant is also repeated in Is 55:3; 59:21; 61:8-9; Jer 32:40; Ezek 16:60; 34:25-31; 37:26-28 and Romans 

11:25-27. There are nine identifiable provisions that the Lord establishes through the various times the 

covenant is given and repeated:

 1) It is an unconditional covenant between Jehovah and both houses of Israel. In this context (both

  houses) there can be no mistake that this is a subliminal message that really means the future

  church. It clearly, in context is a reference to the Jewish nation.

 2) It is distinct from the bilateral Mosaic covenant which is said by God to be broken at the point of

  ratifying the New covenant. The New covenant is therefore meant to replace the Mosaic, a

  reality that the author of Hebrews explains:

 3) Israel's future regeneration; national salvation - “they will ALL know me”. (Compare with Rom

       11:25-29)

The New Covenant

"Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the 

day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, 

although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD. But this is the covenant which I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and 

on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. They will not 

teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they 

will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."                   Jer 31: 31-34(NASB)

"But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a 

better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. For if that first covenant had been 

faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second. For finding fault with them, He 

says.....When He said, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is 

becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear.”                   Heb 8:7-8a; 13 (NASB)
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 4) Salvation of every Jew at the time - “from the least of them to the greatest”. This will be true of the

  faithful remnant of the Jews at the time of the full application of Jeremiah 31; a truth that Paul

  confirms in Romans 11:25 when he expounds on the New covenant in light of Israel’s current

  rebellion. In the Millennium all Jews will be believers as it says “They will not teach again, each

  man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me”

  

 5) Provision for the application of all unconditional covenants. The law was effective at pointing out 

  the sinful and rebellious nature of Israel. It made provision for the forgiveness and national

  blessing of Israel. But the New Covenant will actually take away their sin. 

 6) The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is promised (Jer31:33; Ezek 36:27) Again not part of the

  provisions of the Mosaic Covenant.

 7) The law did provide national material blessing when obeyed, but national material blessing will be

  in abundance and a permanent part of her restored status throughout the Millennium (Jer 32:41

  Isa 61:8; Ezek 34:25-27). Again failure will not be a part of Israel's restored status during the

  millennium.

 8) The Millennial temple will be built and in place (Ezek 37:26-28). The first temple under the

  Davidic Covenant was built by Solomon. The Herodian temple was the second temple and was

  the temple standing in Christ’s time that was subsequently destroyed by the Romans. The third

  temple will be built under false pretenses.

 9) The Law of Christ will be the operative law, not the law of Moses. The Law of Christ (Gal 6:2) is

  also called the Law of the Spirit of Life (Rom8:2). In it are all of the laws from Christ and the 

  Apostles that are applicable to the New Testament believer. It has its source in the New Covenant

  and even though it has many similarities the Law of Moses, it omits some of the Mosaic law and

  intensifies others. The primary point of difference between the law of Moses and the Law of Christ

  is that the prior is served out of obligation in order to be under the blessing of the Lord while the

  later is served out of gratitude for the unfathomable blessing that has been already given to the 

  believer.

In summary it is only through the New Covenant that the blessing aspect of the Abrahamic and subse-

quent unconditional covenants can be realized. For the nation of Israel it provides for the promised 

kingdom under the theocratic rule of Messiah and for the Gentiles it provides for the gracious act of 

becoming grafted into the commonwealth of Israel (Eph 3). For all of the redeemed beyond the 

millennium it means that they will be preserved from the second death and spend eternity in the 

perfected state of the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
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In this final portion of the given of the New Covenant, it is clear that the Lord ties His promises to a 

literal interpretation; so literal that the very order of creation is linked to it. Again notice how the 

promise is made to “the offspring of Israel” in the context of a “nation”. He also declares this in light 

of “all that they have done” as a nation so it would include the future rebellion against Christ that led 

to their status as “not my people” for 2,000 years.

In his books “Israelestine...” and “Psalm 83” author Bill Salus points out this prophetic aspect of Israel 

from the book of Hosea. Hosea’s story paints a vivid picture of the reality of Israel’s harlotry, her 

judgement as a result and God’s enduring promises. God calls Israel “Mine elect” in Isa 42:1; 45:4; 

65:9, 22. Jesus spoke of the regathering of Israel from their scattering in His prophetic utterances in 

Matthew 24. So as many would say that as Israel lost her promises because of her rejection of their 

Messiah, it could only be based on the presumption that their rebellion wasn’t part of God’s sovereign 

plan. Yet Hosea declares all of these things in very specific terms.

So through Hosea’s life and the prophecy given 

to him, the Lord predicts that the nation will 

eventually reach a status so severe that they will 

become “not My people”, yet even with this 

severe “divorce” He reminds them of the Abra-

hamic Covenant and then connects it’s final 

fulfillment with the new as the Lord declares that 

both Israel and Judah will be gathered again in 

the same place that the became “not My people” 

but this time with the status as “the sons of the 

living God” which is nothing less than conversion through faith. This is all fulfilled within the context 

of Israel and Judah exulting Christ as their “one leader” in their land.

From “My People” to “Not My People” and back again

"Thus says the LORD, Who gives the sun for light by day And the fixed order of the moon and 

the stars for light by night, Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar; The LORD of hosts is His 

name: If this fixed order departs From before Me," declares the LORD, "Then the offspring of 

Israel also will cease From being a nation before Me forever." Thus says the LORD, "If the heav-

ens above can be measured And the foundations of the earth searched out below, Then I will also 

cast off all the offspring of Israel For all that they have done," declares the LORD."                                                                                         

Jer 31:35-37 (NASB)

"When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and gave birth to a son. And the LORD said, 

"Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not My people and I am not your God." Yet the number of the 

sons of Israel Will be like the sand of the sea, Which cannot be measured or numbered; And in the 

place Where it is said to them, "You are not My people," It will be said to them, "You are the sons 

of the living God.” And the sons of Judah and the sons of Israel will be gathered together, And they 

will appoint for themselves one leader, And they will go up from the land, For great will be the day 

of Jezreel."                                                                                                   Hos 1:8-11 (NASB)

GOD’S LOVINGKINDNESS TO ISRAEL
Hosea & Gomer

Betrothal Hos 1:2

Hos 1:3

Hos 2:2;3:1

Hos 3:1

Hos 3:3-5

Assumed; Jer 2:2; Ezek 16:8

Assumed; Jer 3:1; Ezek 16:9-14

Hos 2:5; 4:12; Jer 3:6; 5:7;

Ezek. 16: 15-34

Hos. 2:2; Jer 3:8-10, 20; Ezek.

16: 35-59

Hos 1:10-11; 2:14-23; 14:4-9;

Jer. 3:22-4:2; Ezek 16:60-63
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This shouldn’t be a surprise because Israel is referred to over 2000 times in scripture and not once 

does it mean anything other than what it says. God is called “the God of Israel” over 200 times. Paul 

recounts what scripture promised regarding the promises to Israel from the same Hosea passage:

As Paul continues through chapters 10 and 11 reflecting on God’s faithfulness to always preserve a 

remnant regardless of the rebellion of the nation as a whole, he explains the faithfulness of God to 

bring blessing to the Gentiles who are now being grafted into the root that was not their own, that is 

the root of God’s promises to a nation for a kingdom of eternal blessing. In regards to considering 

Israel as a nation rejected by God, Paul emphatically rejects that notion as he reminds us of why Israel, 

as a nation, is in her rebellion:

The plain hermeneutic here clearly shows Paul contrasting the nation of Israel with the Gentiles and 

how the sovereign election of God stands for Israel as a nation. And it is by His gracious election that 

the same promises have become open to the Gentiles who through Israel’s temporary rebellion, have 

been grafted in...PRAISE GOD!

One of the most significant keys to understanding if a literal view of prophecy is correct is what the 

mind-set of the faithful Jews (the Israel of God) was in the time of Christ; did they believe literally in the 

unilateral covenants of god given to Israel? Incredible insight is revealed in Luke's gospel surrounding 

the birth of Christ. Mary’s famous “magnificat” shows that she understood the arrival of the Messiah

The Promises of God Remembered at Jesus’s Birth

"As He says also in Hosea, "I WILL CALL THOSE WHO WERE NOT MY PEOPLE, 'MY 

PEOPLE,' AND HER WHO WAS NOT BELOVED, 'BELOVED.'""AND IT SHALL BE THAT 

IN THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS SAID TO THEM, 'YOU ARE NOT MY PEOPLE,' THERE 

THEY SHALL BE CALLED SONS OF THE LIVING GOD." Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, 

"THOUGH THE NUMBER OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL BE LIKE THE SAND OF THE SEA, IT 

IS THE REMNANT THAT WILL BE SAVED; FOR THE LORD WILL EXECUTE HIS WORD 

ON THE EARTH, THOROUGHLY AND QUICKLY." And just as Isaiah foretold, "UNLESS THE 

LORD OF SABAOTH HAD LEFT TO US A POSTERITY, WE WOULD HAVE BECOME LIKE 

SODOM, AND WOULD HAVE RESEMBLED GOMORRAH.""             Rom 9:25-29 (NASB)

"I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression 

salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. Now if their transgression is riches for the 

world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be! But I am 

speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my minis-

try,"                                                                                                        Rom 11:11-13 (NASB)

"For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in 

your own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gen-

tiles has come in; and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "THE DELIVERER WILL 

COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB." THIS IS MY COV-

ENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS." From the standpoint of the gospel 

they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the 

sake of the fathers; for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable."    Rom 11:25-29 (NASB)
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promised to Israel meant that He would keep His promises:

Zechariah’s prophecy concerning the Messiah shows that the faithful priest’s were truly looking for as 

that poured over scripture:

Notice how Zechariah ties all of the unilateral covenants together in the Messiah who is the promised 

“horn of salvation” from David’s house.  Zechariah knows that according to the promises the Messiah 

meant that Israel would be:

 1) Redeemed

 2) Delivered from all of her enemies

 3) Shown mercy because of their fathers and because of the integrity of God

 4) Serving God without fear, in holiness and righteousness “all our days”

Can we say that Zechariah is mistaken then because Messiah came and went without these things 

being realized?  Absolutely not! (as Paul would say). It was the Holy Spirit who spoke through Zechari-

ah to begin with and it is therefore by the holy Spirit’s own proclamation that we know these things 

will come to pass for Israel. 

It was at the temple when Jesus was dedicated that Simeon, who was “righteous and devout, waiting 

for the consolation of Israel” and filled with the Holy Spirit said:

At the Jerusalem council (Acts 15) the whole discussion was amongst the believing Jews over how to 

view Gentiles that were believing the gospel; should they become Jewish first and be circumcised It was 

James who reflected on Simeon's proclamation that salvation was intended for the Jews and the Gen-

tiles not through Judaism, but through the mercies of God. Simeon had another important thing to 

say about Jesus:

"He has given help to Israel His servant, In remembrance of His mercy, As He spoke to our fathers, 

To Abraham and his descendants forever.""                                 Luke 1:53-54 (NASB)

"And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: "Blessed be the 

Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, And has 

raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of David His servant— As He spoke by the mouth 

of His holy prophets from of old— Salvation FROM OUR ENEMIES, And FROM THE HAND OF 

ALL WHO HATE US; to show mercy toward our fathers, And to remember His holy covenant, the 

oath which He swore to Abraham our father, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of 

our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him all our days"                                                      

Luke 1:67-75 (NASB)

"Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, According to Your word; For 

my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, A LIGHT 

OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the glory of Your people Israel.""                                                      

Luke 2:29-32 (NASB)
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Notice His appointment is for the “fall and rise of many in Israel” The order is important because it is 

a reference to the fact that the nation would fall, but it would also rise again. Both connected to “this 

Child” – Jesus. Since the fall is based on their national unbelief, the rise would have to be based on 

national belief.

Another very important piece to this tapestry of evidence is given in Luke’s historical record in Acts of 

what the post resurrection, 40 day ministry of Christ revealed concerning the promised kingdom:

The most effective teacher in the world is  Jesus and even though His disciples had to go through many 

peaks and valleys in their own discernment, there is now doubt that by this time in their walk with the 

Lord, especially after 40 days of intense teaching from scripture about the things “concerning the king-

dom of God”, they would have a clear understanding about Israel. So it is significant that the one 

question they ask Him as they are told to wait for something from the Father is the restoration of the 

kingdom to Israel. Not only do their expectations reveal what Jesus taught them, but His response 

confirms that their expectations were correct, just not within the context of the mystery that was 

about to come about.

If ever there was a time for Peter to be able to articulate that the church was Israel, it would be in his 

first, post-resurrection of Christ, Holy Spirit empowered speech given to the religious Jews in response 

to their “orders”. But still we see that what the Jews had always expected in regards to a future king-

dom was legitimate:

"And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is appointed for the 

fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed— and a sword will pierce even your own 

soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.""       Luke 2:34-35 (NASB)

"To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing 

to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. Gath-

ering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father 

had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." So when they had come together, 

they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?" He 

said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own 

authority;"                                                                                                  Acts 1: 3-7 (NASB)

"Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing 

may come from the presence of the Lord; and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 

whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the 

mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time."                                         Acts 3: 19-21 (NASB)

“All things concerning the Kingdom”

“The times of refreshing may come”
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