
As looked at in the study on 1 Peter, his first letter, written most likely from Rome, was addressed to believers 
who resided throughout Asia Minor that were beginning to experience the persecution that was spreading 
throughout the Roman Empire under Nero. It was important for the church to know that while the world is 
hostile to them they are chosen by God. As such they were to, in obedience, submit to God in all of His 
ordained institutions in order to reflect His glory to the world.

Unlike the first letter, Peter does not address a specific group of churches in this epistle, yet he does write “This 
is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you....”(2 Pet 3:1). This would seem to indicate that the 
intended audience is the same churches who were throughout Asia Minor that he had previously written to. As 
to the date and where he wrote it from, the majority of scholars believe that since he indicates his awareness 
of his imminent death (1:13,14) he must have written the letter from prison in Rome while awaiting his martyr-
dom. Reliable tradition has it that he was crucified upside down during Nero’s persecution, and Nero died in 
A.D. 68. So the time of the writing is therefore placed between 67 and 68 A.D.

While his first letter placed a majority of the emphasis on exhorting and encouraging the church with under-
standing their identity, responsibility to submit to that which God calls His children and keeping their eyes on 
eternal reward while enduring suffering, his second letter shifts entirely to warning against false teachers and 
those who would follow them. Peter obviously was aware of the history of the people of God and the constant 
threat of false teachers to lead the people of God astray and keep others from becoming the people of God. 
But for so much emphasis to be placed on its reality in the present along with the strong exhortations to cling 
to the truth as it has been clearly written down for the church’s instruction, it is obvious that Peter was aware 
of many false teachers and their destructive influence on the church at the time of his writing the letter.

The way of Christianity is as Peter called it “alien” to this world. Living as a child of God and being faithful to 
the word both in its proclamation and in subordinating to it goes against not only the world but everything 
that is in our sinful flesh. The false teachers that were becoming pervasive in the church at the time Peter wrote 
this letter were clearly influencing ignorant believers to engage in licentious behavior as they were completely 
indulging in it themselves. Even more devastating is the fact that they were leading those who had not yet 
become converts of Christ away from Him in their deception. The craftiness of the teaching of the false teach-
ers is that they were teaching things that appealed to the flesh while claiming to represent God.

With the pressure of pagan persecution against the church, falling back into sinful behavior not only indulged 
the flesh but worked to quiet persecution since a licentious lifestyle strips Christians of effectiveness in their 
witness, if there is any witness at all. So it is not hard to see why Peter had a strong sense of urgency to steer 
the flock back in the right direction of knowing the truth that had already been delivered to them so that they 
could discern the error that was being taught to them and not support it.
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Throughout the gospel accounts, Peter is listed first in all four gospels lists of the 12 apostles. He was in 
essence the spokesman for the twelve and while many view his early days as an example of someone who hasn’t 
much complexity, and who is somewhat the fool, Peter is really a dynamic character and very much a leader. 
He and his brother Andrew ran a lucrative fishing business on the Sea of Galilee which provided for their 
spacious home in Capernum (Mk 1:29, 32-33; Lk 4:38). From the account of Peter’s mother-in-law being 
healed (Lk4:38-39) we know that he was married and it would seem from 1 Cor. 9:5 that she even accompa-
nied him on missionary travels.

His birth name “Simon”was a common name in his region in the first - century. It was at the first meeting with 
Jesus that Jesus called him “Cephus” which means “rock” in Aramaic (John 1:42). “Peter” is the Greek equiva-
lent. It is interesting to note that Jesus would address him as Simon during moments of key failures during their 
time together (eg. Mat. 17:24-25; Mk 14:37; Luk. 22:31), no doubt a way of pointing out that Peter was being 
influenced in his thinking by his flesh. Peter was initially hesitant to even acknowledge Jesus when they first met 
after a hard and fruitless night of fishing. According to Luke 5:5, Simon sarcastically agreed to go back out and 
let down the nets. After a record breaking catch of fish, Peter confronted by his own sin makes the profound 
statement “Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man, oh Lord!” (v.8).

It is really through Peter that we see the true  contrast between our fallen, sinful flesh and the powerful enlight-
ening work of the Holy Spirit in our sanctification. It was Peter who asked the Lord to bid him come out of the 
boat to walk on water, yet then he also sank in doubt and fear (Mat 14:24-31). Peter proclaimed “you are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God”(Mat 16:17). It is on his profession that Jesus says He “will build His church” 
(v.18) and that it was not his flesh that revealed the truth about Jesus to Peter (v.17), a reality true of all who 
believe. But it is in the very next moment after Jesus warns His disciples of the suffering and death to come that 
Peter actually rebukes Jesus believing that it should not happen to their Messiah (v.22). Peter’s thought were 
so fleshly that Jesus addresses him as “Satan” (v.23).

Peter was also rebuked for not praying and keeping watch in the garden the night of Jesus’ arrest (Mark 14:37) 
and for attempting to take matters into his own hands at the arrest of Jesus (John 18: 8-10). Peter was one of 
the “inner three” of Jesus’ apostles. He,James and John were always present at unique points of insight into the 
deity of Jesus. It was the case in the raising of Jairus’s daughter (Mat. 9; Mark 5; Luke 8) and at the mount of 
transfiguration (Mat. 17; Luke 9). Jesus personally challenged Peter after the resurrection to “tend to the flock” 
and “feed the sheep” (John 21).

It wasn’t until after the day of Pentecost and the powerful indwelling of the holy Spirit (the promised helper 
(John 7:39; 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7)) that Peter’s entire character transforms from the back and forth of such 
extremes of failure and success to that of a stable, consistent and authoritative preacher of the gospel of Christ. 
Early in the account of Acts we see that Peter led in finding a replacement for Judas (Acts 1:15-26) and preached
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the gospel with precision and confidence, not fearing men (2:14-40; 3:12-26). The Holy Spirit confirmed his 
ministry with healings (3:1-9; 5:12-16) and Peter did not hesitate to rebuke sinning church members (5:1-11) 
or those who sought to profit off of the name of Jesus (8:20).

Peter was most likely not in Rome during Paul’s first imprisonment, or else Paul would have mentioned him in 
his prison epistles. Like Paul Peter was indeed killed in Rome under the persecution spurred on by Nero. Tradi-
tion holds that he was made to watch his wife be crucified before he was himself. He reportedly told her to 
“remember the Lord”. When it came time for him to be crucified, he requested that he be crucified upside 
down since he was not worthy to die as the Lord did.

The primary purpose for this second letter by Peter was to expose false teachers and their destructive teaching 
and do away with their presence and influence in the church. He also gives clear instruction for how believers 
can defend themselves by knowing the truth. Both Peter and Jude have long been considered the most extreme 
books on dealing with the subject of false teachers. In fact it is due to the harshness and tone against these 
wolves that both 2 Peter and Jude are statistically not taught as often in churches as the rest of New Testament 
content. 

While Peter doesn’t waste any time identifying any specific person, religion or cult, he does focus in on the fruit 
of their teaching and character. They teach damnable heresies by denying Christ and also twist the scriptures, 
question the true faith, act arrogantly toward things they do not understand and mock the second coming. 
More emphasis was placed by Peter on their actions than the actual false teaching since the actions easily iden-
tify those who do not fear God. Jesus said “you will know them by their fruits”(Mat 7:20). One cannot be 
grounded on the truth and practice wickedness at the same time.

By way of contrast Peter encourages true believers to pursue the truth that they already had. That truth consist-
ed of scripture that had already been established and Peter also emphasized the divine origin and character of 
the apostolic writings that had been in circulation at that point in history (1:12-21). He confirms Paul’s writing 
this way as he describes end time events and mentions Paul’s writing on the same subject (3:15,16). Peter also 
deals with the subject of the Lord’s return and the eventual destruction of the heavens and the earth along with 
the final judgment of all those who are not God’s children. This was in light of those who mock the idea of His 
return and wrath.

As in his first letter Peter teaches that believers can have the assurance of their salvation. This assurance as well 
as being equipped for godliness, and standing firm on the truth are all derived from knowledge of the truth. 
Peter emphasizes knowledge 16 times in this short letter. 
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There are several key points where a challenge arises in rightly interpreting the text. Verses 1:19-21 have a 
profound implication on the true source of scripture and partners with Paul’s statement about it as well in 2 
Timothy 3:15-17. In 2:1 while talking about false teachers Peter write that the Lord “bought them” which of 
course raises theological questions regarding the nature and intent of the atonement. We are also faced with 
understanding the identity of the “angels who sinned” (2:4).

Many who teach that those who have been saved can be lost again see this supported by 2:18-22 which, if not 
properly understood, would seem to contradict what is written to believers in 1:4. If God is sovereign in salva-
tion, whom does He not want to perish and what is meant by “all to come to repentance” in 3:9?
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  Salutation (1:1,2)
 I. Avoiding False Teaching by Understanding Salvation (1:3–11)
  A. It Is Sustained by God’s Power (1:3–4)
  B. It Is Confirmed by Christian Graces (1:5–7)
  C. It Results in Abundant Reward (1:8–11)

 II.  Avoiding False Teaching by Understanding the Scriptures (1:12–21)
  A. They Are Confirmed by Apostolic Witness (1:12–18)
  B. They Are Inspired by the Holy Spirit (1:19–21)

 III. Avoiding False Teaching by Understanding False Teachers (2:1–22) 
  A. Their Infiltration (2:1–3) Their Judgment (2:4–10a)
  B. Their Impudence (2:10b–13a)
  C. Their Impurity (2:13b–17)
  D. Their Impact (2:18–22)

 IV. Avoiding False Teaching by Understanding the Future (3:1–18)
  A. The Certainty of the Day of the Lord (3:1–10)
  B. The Practical Implications of the Day of the Lord (3:11–18)

MacArthur, John. 2 Peter and Jude MacArthur New Testament Commentary (MacArthur New Testament Commentary Series) (p. 16). 
Moody Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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[2Pe 1:1NASB] 1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a 
faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:

Peter opens his second epistle with the common practice of his day in which he identifies himself as the letter’s 
author. He first uses his birth name of “Simon” which is the Greek form of the Hebrew “Simeon” and was a 
common Jewish name at that time. He also used the name that Christ gave to him “Peter” which is a Greek 
word meaning “rock”. The use of both names is for the obvious reason of making it clear as to who the author 
is and at the same time reflects his humility. From the testimony of his own experience Peter could state that 
while he is an apostle of Jesus, he is an ordinary man who is a sinner saved by grace just as any other Christian.  
This is also expressed in the following statement where he calls himself both a bond-servant and apostle of  
Jesus Christ.

Before he calls himself an apostle he identifies himself as a bond - slave. This is an expression of his humility 
and at the same time an expression of what all believers are in Christ as His possession. We are called to be 
grateful as we place ourselves in submission to the authority of the Master through duty and obedience. In the 
culture of Peter’s time a slave was no better than an animal in society. The idea of a bond - slave though is that 
one is a slave willingly to his master. As such the slave acknowledged that (1) the master owned the slave in the 
same way he owned all of his other possessions. (2) The master had the right to use the slave at his own discre-
tion, even when it came to life and death. What he told his slave to do, the slave did and where he told his slave 
to go, he went. (3) The master by nature was due absolute obedience and without question. (4) All of the 
slaves time was at the master’s disposal; obedience, duty and submission were never on holiday or break.

Peter then goes on to add that he is also an apostle of Jesus Christ. He had a noble calling as one who was an 
eyewitness to the life and resurrection of Jesus to be called by Jesus Himself to be an apostle. As such, while a 
slave, he had God - given authority to shepherd the church and to proclaim His truth (Matt. 10:1; Mark 3:13; 
16:20; Luke 6:13; Acts 1:2–9, 22; 1 Cor. 9:1; 1 John 1:1; cf. Matt. 28:19–20; John 14:26; 16:13).

To those refers to the intended immediate recipients of the letter. It is due to his additional comment later in 
the letter (3:1) where he writes “this is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you...” that most schol-
ars believe that he was again addressing the “aliens” who were scattered throughout Asia Minor (1Pe. 1:1). In 
his first letter, Peter began with the foundation of the nature of our salvation being from God as believers are 
“chosen by God”. In this letter, while he does it in a much more brief way, the same is alluded to when he says 
who have received a faith. 

The verb (lagchanō) means “to gain by divine will” or “given by an allotment” and speaks to the fact that the 
faith they have is not generated by them, rather it has been given to them. So in the same way as his first letter
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Peter wants to remind them that true believers are God’s possession and have an obligation to respond to their 
high calling as laid out in his first letter and in this one as well. While mankind in his fallenness throughout the 
ages has always concocted man made “faith” or systems of belief to follow, saving faith, while privileged in 
every sense, is not generated by the flesh. In Ephesians we read:

We know Peter is speaking of the true faith as he links their faith to his own by stating that their faith is of the 
same kind as ours. “Ours” may be referring to those who have been given authority to teach and proclaim the 
truth as he makes reference to their authority in 1:12-21. At the very least it would have been referring to those 
who first brought the gospel to those churches and the important point is that there is no variation in true 
faith. Peter and the apostles were Jews and the early spread of the gospel was by believing Jews. But the gospel 
went out to the Gentile world as well and so Peter could also be referring to Jews and Gentiles who are both 
saved by the same faith.

There are not many kinds of faith, there is one faith. In light of the main theme of this letter rebuking all of the 
false teachers and their influence, it is important that this point is made. But it again gives a tone of humility 
since God makes no distinction within His body of believers (Gal 3:28; Rom 10:12-13). God doesn’t love some 
of His children more than others. 

To make it clear Peter states the origin of the kind of faith he is speaking of, by the righteousness of our God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. The pride of sinful man “works” to justify himself by his own efforts. Paul writes in 
Romans:
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[Eph 2:8-9 NASB] 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, [it is] the gift 
of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

[Rom 4:2-8 NASB] 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 
God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM 
AS RIGHTEOUSNESS." 4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due. 
5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as 
righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart 
from works: 7 "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, AND 
WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED. 8 "BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT 
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT."
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Righteousness was not intrinsic to Adam and it certainly is not intrinsic to fallen man. Rather it is “imputed” 
to the believer through faith (2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:8–9; 1 Peter 2:24). While God the Father and the Holy Spirit 
are righteous as the Son is righteous, the imputed righteousness that believers receive is attributed to our God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.. The Father and the Holy Spirit are involved in the salvation of the sinner, but the 
incarnate God is the one who poured out His blood and by it secured that salvation. John MacArthur writes:
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Righteousness here does proceed from the Father, but it reaches every believer through the Son, 
Jesus Christ (cf. Gal. 3:8–11; Phil. 3:8–9). The Greek construction places just one article before 
the phrase God and Savior, which makes both terms refer to the same person. Thus Peter identi-
fies Jesus, not just as Savior, but as God (cf. 1:11; 2:20; 3:2, 18; Isa. 43:3, 11; 45:15, 21; 60:16; 
Rom. 9:5; Col. 2:9; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:8), the author and agent of salvation. The apostle made 
the same relation clear in his Pentecost sermon, in which he took the Old Testament truth of God 
and applied it to Jesus (Acts 2:21–36; cf. Matt. 1:21; Acts 4:12; 5:31).

MacArthur, John. 2 Peter and Jude MacArthur New Testament Commentary (MacArthur New Testament Commentary Series) 
(p. 23). Moody Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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