
In Acts chapter 1, after His resurrection, Christ taught His disciples for 40 days concerning the kingdom of 
God and then, after promising them the Holy Spirit, departed into the clouds. As they gazed into the clouds, 
they were spoken to by angels concerning the _______________________:
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9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, 11 and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." [Act 1:9-11 ESV]

3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 
4 They will say, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are 
continuing as they were from the beginning of creation." [2Pe 3:3-4 ESV]

ARTICLE 25 - THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

ARTICLE 25 - THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

Introduction

Ever since Christ departed from earth to return to the Father the world has always provided skeptics and critics 
who mock the reality of the _____________________ of Christ and deny His prophesied _________________ 
to establish His rule and carry out judgment on the unsaved.

Peter specifically warned of these mockers and scoffers when writing to those believers who were scattered 
throughout Asia Minor:

But for Believers the second coming of our Lord is another one of the foundational truths of Christianity, and 
like the resurrection, there is no true ____________________ without it.

While the church is a New Testament revelation, the promise of the ____________________ on earth, which 
is inaugurated by His appearing and subsequent literal reign, is a promise found vividly throughout the scrip-
tures.

Just as the promises concerning His suffering, death and resurrection were ________________________ in 
conjunction with His being born of a virgin, the promises of His righteous rule in His kingdom will be literally 
fulfilled in connection with His return to earth as the King from heaven.

25-1 The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is the personal, visible, bodily return of our Lord to this 
earth1 to conform believers to His image and to establish the millennial kingdom. In connection with 
Christ’s return there will be the resurrection of the righteous dead2, the rapture of the saints,3 the 
salvation of Israel,4 the great tribulation,5 and the inauguration of the millennial reign.6 Following 
the millennium will be the resurrection and judgment of the unrighteous. The righteous will be eter-
nally glorified with Him; the unrighteous will be eternally punished.



25-2 The Second Coming is the believer’s source of encouragement and comfort inspiring him to 
active service for Christ, and is a motive for purification and holy living.7

 1 (John 14:2,3; Acts 1:11) 2 (1John 3:2; 1Cor. 15:51,52) 3 (1Thes. 4:13-18) 4 (Rom
 11:25b,26a) 5 (Mat. 24:21) 6 ( Rev. 20:6) 7 (1John 3:3)

In His own personal teaching regarding His return which was in response to His disciples asking about 
“the sign _____________________ and of the end of the age” - Jesus claimed:

Jesus was reflecting on OT _______________ such as what Daniel prophesied about concerning the 
return of the Lord:

Paul wrote similarly concerning the ____________________ in light of the strong persecution being 
experienced by the Thessalonians:
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29 "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then will appear in 
heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. [Mat 24:29-30 ESV] (see also Luke 
21:25-28)

13 "I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he 
came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 And to him was given dominion and glory and 
a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.
[Dan 7:13-14 ESV] (see Dan 2:44)

7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not 
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10 when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.
[2Th 1:7-10 ESV]

ARTICLE 25 - THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST



In the book of the __________________ of Jesus Christ, which is the most detailed book in scripture 
containing the events surrounding His return, we read:

Within the “___________ Covenant” given in 2 Samuel is prophecy concerning his “__________” 
descendant:

This promise was not figurative in that it was only referring to the eternal state. This is confirmed by 
Gabriel at the first advent of Christ to be viewed as a future ______________ as well as eternal event.

When Gabriel appeared to Mary to tell her of what was about to happen to her, further insight into 
how the Davidic Covenant will be fulfilled came into view:

For every time His first coming is mentioned in the OT, His second coming is mentioned ___ times.

In the OT there are _______ references to His second coming in glory to reign on the earth and ___ OT 
books give special attention to this truth.

There are ____ references to Christ’s second coming in 23 of the 27 NT books.
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11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many 
diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, 
and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, 
white and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 
strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the 
wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of 
lords. [Rev 19:11-16 ESV]

12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who 
shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. [2Sa 7:12-13 ESV]

30 And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." [Luk 1:30-33 ESV]

ARTICLE 25 - THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST



1 out of 25 verses in the NT refers to either the church being gathered by Christ or His return to reign 
over this earth. There are 20 major passages that deal with this particular subject (Matt. 19:28; 23:39; 
24:3-25:46; Mark 13:24-37; Luke 12:35-48; 17:22-37; 18:8; 21:25-28; Acts 1:10-11; 15:16-18; Rom. 
11:25-27; 1Cor. 11:26; 2Thes. 1:7-10; 2Pe. 3:3-4; Jude 1:14-15; Rev 1:7-8; 2:25-28; 16:15; 19:11-21; 
22:20)

The Second Coming will be ____________________ (Dan 12:1-2; Matt 24:21-29; Mk13:24-26; 
Luke 21:25-27). The Revelation of Jesus Christ gives the most understanding to the period of time 
called the great tribulation (chapters 6-19). This 7 year period of time has its climax with the return 
of Christ (Rev 19:11-21).

The Second Coming will be ____________ (Acts 1:11). Jesus departed in a personal way; He, Him-
self went to the Father in the clouds and will return the same way.

The Second Coming will be ______________ and ___________________. Unlike the omnipres-
ence that describes His deity, His humanity will have locality. His return is not some esoteric, ethe-
real imagination or state:

He will return with His ____________ and ____________: 

This would include all resurrected saints - Note “following Him” would imply in heaven with Him.

There are several references to the Lord coming to and going out from _______ to first judge His 
enemies and then to reign over the earth (Ps. 14:7; 20:2; 53:6; 110:2; 128:5; 134:3; 135:21; Isa. 
2:3; Joel 3:16; Amos 1:2).

There are several important details to be pointed out concerning the return of the Lord:
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3 Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations as when he fights on a day of battle. 4 On that 
day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives 
shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, 
and the other half southward. [Zec 14:3-4 ESV]

14 It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord comes 
with ten thousands of his holy ones, 15 to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their 
deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him." [Jde 1:14-15 ESV]

14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses.
[Rev 19:14 ESV]

ARTICLE 25 - THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST



He will bring deliverance to the __________. There will be those elect who die during the tribula-
tion and those who are alive at the return of the Lord. Matthews account of the great tribulation 
makes reference to the “sake of the elect”:

This could only have significance in reference to saints living on the earth at the point of Christ’s 
return. It is these elect whom the Lord delivers from the extreme persecution of the enemy when He 
returns and will include living _______ and _____________:

Paul links the return to include the eventual _______________ of the remnant of Israel:
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21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, 
and never will be. 22 And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the 
sake of the elect those days will be cut short. [Mat 24:21-22 ESV]

30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and 
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he will send 
out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other. [Mat 24:30-31 ESV]

25 …. I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until 
the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, "The Deliver-
er will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob"; 27 "and this will be my covenant with them 
when I take away their sins." [Rom 11:25-27 ESV]

The return of Christ will bring about the _______________ of the Davidic Kingdom promises:

11 "In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its breaches, and raise up its ruins 
and rebuild it as in the days of old, 12 that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations who are 
called by my name," declares the LORD who does this. [Amo 9:11-12 ESV]

Ezekiel was also given specific prophecy relating the ____________ of Israel and their regathering 
into their land with the earthly reign of Christ as King:

21 then say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will take the people of Israel from the nations among 
which they have gone, and will gather them from all around, and bring them to their own land. 22 And I will 
make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. And one king shall be king over them all, and 
they shall be no longer two nations, and no longer divided into two kingdoms. 23 They shall not defile them-
selves anymore with their idols and their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But I will save 
them from all the backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, 
and I will be their God. 24 "My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. 
They shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. 25 They shall dwell in the land that I gave to my 
servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children's children shall dwell there 
forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever. [Eze 37:21-25 ESV]

ARTICLE 25 - THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
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22 For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, [Jhn 5:22 ESV]

26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has 
given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. [Jhn 5:26-27 ESV]

24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not 
come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. [Jhn 5:24 ESV]

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. [Rom 8:1 ESV]

13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. [Col 1:13-14 ESV]

13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do. [Heb 4:13 NASB]

24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 
authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy 
to be destroyed is death. 27 For "God has put all things in subjection under his feet." But when it says, "all 
things are put in subjection," it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28 When 
all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection 
under him, that God may be all in all. [1Co 15:24-28 ESV]

ARTICLE 26 - THE JUDGMENTS

26-1 The scriptures enumerate several judgments that differ in time, place, subjects and results. All 
judgment has been entrusted to the Son by the Father.1

26-2 Through the death of Christ on the cross, the believer’s sins have been judged, and he has 
passed from death unto life.2 In no case do the redeemed come again into judgment concerning their 
eternal destiny. Each saint, however, will be required to give an account before the judgment seat of 
Christ regarding his works and conduct.3

26-3 The unregenerate will be judged, condemned, and banished to eternal damnation in the lake 
of fire.4

All judgment has been entrusted to the Son by the Father.1

Through the death of Christ on the cross, the believer’s sins have been judged, and he has passed 
from death unto life:2

In no case do the redeemed come again into judgment concerning their eternal destiny. Each saint, 
however, will be required to give an account before the judgment seat of Christ regarding his works 
and conduct.3
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10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what 
he has done in the body, whether good or evil. [2Co 5:10 ESV]

12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw-- 13 each one's 
work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test 
what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will 
receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only 
as through fire. [1Co 3:12-15 ESV]

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, 
and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 
books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by 
what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in 
it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to 
what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 
lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of 
fire. [Rev 20:11-15 ESV]

4 Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I [saw] the souls of those 
who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had 
not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and 
they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. [Rev 20:4 NASB]

ARTICLE 26 - THE JUDGMENTS

The unregenerate will be judged, condemned, and banished to eternal damnation in the lake of fire.4

From scripture there can be distinguished 7 different judgments.

The first of these is seen in the judgment of ______________ by Christ for the testing of their 
works and the receiving of reward (Rom. 14:10-12; 1Cor. 3:11-16; 4:1-5; 9:24-27; 2Cor. 5:10-11; 
2Tim. 4:8).

The second is the resurrection and reward of the __________________ as depicted in Rev 20:

Verses 5 and 6 goes on to distinguish between 2 categories of resurrection as we discussed in the 
article on resurrection; The resurrection that leads unto life vs the resurrection that leads unto 
death. Earlier in Revelation 4 and 5 there is already a body of saints that is depicted surrounding 
the throne, clothed in white, wearing golden crowns, casting them before the throne and singing 
the song of redemption.
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1 "Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands [guard] over the sons of your people, will arise. And 
there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time 
your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. 2 "Many of those who sleep in the dust 
of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace [and] everlasting contempt. [Dan 
12:1-2 NASB]

1 Why are the nations in an uproar And the peoples devising a vain thing? 2 The kings of the earth take their 
stand And the rulers take counsel together Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 3 "Let us tear 
their fetters apart And cast away their cords from us!" 4 He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at 
them. 5 Then He will speak to them in His anger And terrify them in His fury, saying, 6 "But as for Me, I have 
installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain.7 "I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, 
'You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. 8 'Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheri-
tance, And the [very] ends of the earth as Your possession. 9 'You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall 
shatter them like earthenware.'" 10 Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; Take warning, O judges of 
the earth. 11 Worship the LORD with reverence And rejoice with trembling. 12 Do homage to the Son, that 
He not become angry, and you perish [in] the way, For His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who 
take refuge in Him! [Psa 2:1-12 NASB]

1 "For behold, in those days and at that time, When I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will 
gather all the nations And bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judgment with 
them there On behalf of My people and My inheritance, Israel, Whom they have scattered among the nations; 
And they have divided up My land. ... 12 Let the nations be aroused And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, 
For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations.
[Joe 3:1-2, 12 NASB]

ARTICLE 26 - THE JUDGMENTS

The next event is the resurrection and judgment of the _______________________ which, like the 
martyred saints from out of the tribulation, takes place after the tribulation and at the inaugura-
tion of the Millennium:

There will also be at the return of Christ the judgment of the _________________. This is depicted 
in the great battle described in Revelation as the armies of the earth join with the false christ in an 
attempt to stop His return (Rev 19). Psalm 2 clearly depicts this event:

There are several other OT passages that depict this judgment of the Gentiles in relation to the 
Lords return as they make conflict with Israel. Among these are Isa. 63:1-6, Zeph 3:8 and Zech 
14:1-19. It is also depicted in Joel 3:

There are several distinct “events" within the category of the resurrection that leads unto life. For 
example Christ is depicted as the first fruits of the resurrection. Several of the distinct judgments 
would also necessitate distinct resurrection events within the category of the first resurrection as 
we can see here.
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31 "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious 
throne. 32 "All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the 
left. 34 "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. [Mat 25:31-34 NASB]

33 "As I live," declares the Lord GOD, "surely with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with 
wrath poured out, I shall be king over you. 34 "I will bring you out from the peoples and gather you from the 
lands where you are scattered, with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with wrath poured out; 
35 and I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I will enter into judgment with you face to 
face. 36 "As I entered into judgment with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will enter into 
judgment with you," declares the Lord GOD. 37 "I will make you pass under the rod, and I will bring you into 
the bond of the covenant; 38 and I will purge from you the rebels and those who transgress against Me; I will 
bring them out of the land where they sojourn, but they will not enter the land of Israel. Thus you will know that 
I am the LORD. [Eze 20:33-38 NASB]

ARTICLE 26 - THE JUDGMENTS

There are also several passages in the NT that describe this particular judgment “of the nations”. 
Revelation 19 describes the “striking down of the nations” in conjunction with His return to earth 
(v.15).

Matthew 25:31-46 depicts the judgment of the nations as well. Here is a portion from that text:

This event depicts that there will be those living Gentiles at the time who will go alive in their natu-
ral state into the kingdom that Christ establishes while the wicked living Gentiles "go away into 
eternal punishment” (v.46). It is  a judgment carried out on living Gentiles at the time of Christ’s 
return would explain how the Lord is able to bless the nations with fruitfulness in their multiply-
ing. It also explains how there comes about a rebellion at the end of the millennium when Satan 
is released a final time (Rev 20).

There will also be at the return of Christ the judgment of the __________________. In fact, while 
the great tribulation will effect the entire earth, the primary focus is for the final judgment of 
Israel in order to bring them into the bonds of the New Covenant as depicted by Ezekiel:

Like the event just described in the judgment of the nations, this is a final future event that will 
establish the living, believing Jews in the inaugurated kingdom of Christ on the earth.

There will also be at the return of Christ the binding and then judgment of ________. Then at the 
end of the Millennial reign and prior to the great white throne judgment Satan will be cast into 
the lake of fire.
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1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 
And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 
years; 3 and he threw him into the abyss, and shut [it] and sealed [it] over him, so that he would not deceive 
the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a 
short time. 7 When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 and will come 
out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together 
for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. 9 And they came up on the broad plain of the 
earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and 
devoured them. 10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 
beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
[Rev 20:1-3, 7-10 NASB]

ARTICLE 26 - THE JUDGMENTS

The final of the clear judgments depicted in scripture is  the ________________________. This 
event brings forth all of the wicked of all history before the Lord (Rev 20:11-15).


