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ARTICLE 27 - THE KINGDOM OF GOD

27-1 God is the almighty Sovereign who reigns eternally over all His creation.1

His kingdom triumphs forever according to His will. Even the sinful rebellion of mankind cannot 
defeat Him, but instead serves and glorifies Him.2

“The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all.” [Psa 103:19 ESV]

“….his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation"
[Dan 4:34ESV]

“But the LORD sits enthroned forever; he has established his throne for justice,” [Psa 9:7 ESV]

“The LORD is king forever and ever; the nations perish from his land.” [Psa 10:16 ESV]

“The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forever.” [Psa 29:10 ESV]

4 The LORD has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble. [Pro 16:4 ESV]

35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the host 
of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, "What have you 
done?" [Dan 4:35 ESV]

20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should 
be kept alive, as they are today. [Gen 50:20 ESV]

10 The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples
 [Psa 33:10 ESV]

10 Surely the wrath of man shall praise you; the remnant of wrath you will put on like a belt. [Psa 76:10 ESV]

Nebuchadnezzar was ___________ before God and came to this conclusion regarding the will of God:

Joseph suffered great injustice at the hands of his jealous brothers yet maintained this understanding 
when reflecting on God’s ________________:

This theme is repeated throughout scripture that God is _____________________in every detail of 
human history in order to bring about His sovereign purposes.

 This is demonstrated on a __________ scale:
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27-2 God’s plan, demonstrated throughout human history, has been to reveal His kingship on earth 
by delegating kingly dominion to human beings as His image bearers.3

Through Adam’s fall the exercise of this dominion has been corrupted,

21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another 
for dishonorable use? 22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured 
with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make known the riches of his glory 
for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory-- [Rom 9:21-23 ESV]

26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth." [Gen 1:26-28 ESV]

9 The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps. [Pro 16:9 ESV]

“the ______ of this world” - 2Cor. 4:4

“the __________ of the power of the air” - Eph 2:2

In writing on the subject of the sovereignty of God Paul reflects on how both the ________________ 
and the ________________ are used by God to reflect His glory:

God created Adam to _______________ His kingdom on earth:

Through Adams sin, Satan was able to _________ authority away from man and as such he is called:

Man in his sin, apart from God is in complete ________________ (Luke 1:79; John 3:19; Acts 26:18; 
Eph. 5:8; Col. 1:13; 1Pet. 2:9). Paul quotes various passages from the OT as he indicts man in his 
fallenness (Rom 3:9-19).

And on an ________________ scale:
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and man needs redemption in order to glorify God and reign in accordance with His will.

As the last Adam, Jesus in His humanity manifests the proper vice-regency of the kingdom of God 
for the purpose of redemption and restoration, which will ultimately usher in the glorious kingdom 
for which creation was destined.4

17 For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 
18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification 
and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's 
obedience the many will be made righteous. [Rom 5:17-19 ESV]

1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed 
with seven seals. 2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and 
to loose the seals thereof? 3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the 
book, neither to look thereon. 4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the 
book, neither to look thereon. 5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 6 And I 
beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb 
as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the 
earth. 7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. 8 And when he 
had taken the book, the four beasts and four [and] twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one 
of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 9 And they sung a new song, 
saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; [Rev 5:1-9 KJV]

19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. [Rom 
8:19-21 ESV]

In Revelation we are presented with a scene that reflected this reality of man’s predicament as a result 
of the fall and God’s remedy for the __________________ of what man lost:

In His flesh, Jesus did what Adam or any other man could not do; that is to ______________________ 
to the Fathers will:
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Thus, the kingdom of God is advanced in Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, ascension, and His present 
reign.5

Acknowledging this reign, Christians confess Christ as Lord and willingly submit to His rulership in 
their personal lives and welcome His authority over all creation.6

8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross. [Phl 2:8 ESV]

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should 
make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. [Heb 2:10 ESV]

8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he 
became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated by God a high priest after the 
order of Melchizedek. [Heb 5:8-10 ESV]

28 For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than 
the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever. [Heb 7:28 ESV]

17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 
fulfill them. [Mat 5:17 ESV]

9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and 
honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. [Heb 
2:9 ESV]

8 But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of 
your kingdom. [Heb 1:8 ESV]

32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of 
God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you 
yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, "'The 
Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, 35 until I make your enemies your footstool."' 36 Let all the house 
of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you cruci-
fied." [Act 2:32-36 ESV]
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27-3 The millennial reign of Christ is a further advancement of the kingdom whereby Jesus, through 
His second coming, brings His inaugurated kingdom to the earth and makes it visible. During this 
reign, Christ will fulfill kingdom promises as He establishes righteousness, justice and peace 
throughout all creation.7

9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confess-
es and is saved. [Rom 10:9-10 ESV]

10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. [Mat 6:10 ESV]

11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness he judges and makes war. ... 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of 
kings and Lord of lords. [Rev 19:11, 16 ESV]

4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore. [Isa 2:4 ESV]

4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. [Isa 11:4 
ESV]

The constant theme throughout OT prophecy concerning Israel’s deliverer / King is tied to specific 
details that can only be fulfilled in a _________________, visible reign of Christ on this earth.

While Christ fulfilled all that was written of His first advent in the office of His ______________, the 
Millennial reign of Christ will fulfill all that was written of Him concerning His office as ______ on earth 
(2Sam 7:16; Ps. 2; 89:20-37; Isa. 2:1-4; 9:6-7; 11:1-16; 16:5; 24:23; 32:2; 40:1-11; 42:3-4; 52:7-15; 
55:4; Dan 2:44; 7:27; Micah 4:1-8; 5:2-5; Zech 9:9; 14:16-17; Jer 33:19-21).

This promise was reiterated by Gabriel to Mary; “the Lord will give Him the __________ of His father 
David (Luke 1:32)”. 

In the 40 day period Christ spent with His disciples after His resurrection but before His ascension, Acts 
1 tells us that Jesus taught them “about the _____________________” (v.3). They ask Him, based on 
that teaching, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”(v.6). A question he doesn’t 
correct but tells them its not for them to know the times or the epochs.
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At the start of this period, saints will be resurrected bodily to join in the reign with Christ. Satan will 
be bound and his deceitful activities suspended. Nevertheless an undercurrent of human sinful resis-
tance will continue through the millennium, though held in check as Christ rules with a rod of iron. 
At the end of the millennial reign, Satan will be released to lead a rebellion against God’s people and 
the Lord Jesus. In a climactic manifestation of His kingship, Christ will defeat the rebellion.8

“Israel will become the subject of the King’s reign (Is.9:6-7; 33:17, 22; 44:6; Her 23:5; Mic. 2:13; 4:7; Dan 
4:3; 7:14,22,27). In order to be subjects, Israel, first, will have been converted and restored to the land,…. 
Second , Israel will be reunited as a nation (Jer. 3:18; 33:14; Ezek. 20:40; 37:15-22; 39:25; Hos. 1:11). 
Third, the nation will again be related to Jehovah by marriage (Isa. 54:1-17; 62:2-5; Hos. 214-23). Fourth, 
she will be she will be exalted above the Gentiles (Isa. 14:1-2; 49: 22-23; 60:14-17; 61:6-7). Fifth, Israel 
will be made righteous (Isa. 1:25; 2:4; 44:22-24; 45:17-25; 48:17; 55:7; 57:18-19; 63:16; Jer. 31:11; 
33:8; 50:20, 34; Ezek. 36:25-26; Hos. 14:4; Joel 3:21; Mic. 7:18-19; Zech. 13:9; Mal. 3:2-3). Sixth, the 
nation will become God’s witnesses during the millennium (Isa. 44:8, 21; 61:6; 66:21; Jer. 16:19-21; Mic. 
5:7; Zeph. 3:20; ; Zech. 4:1-7; 4:11-14; 8:23. Seventh, Israel will be beautified to bring glory to Jehovah (Isa. 
62:3; Jer. 32:41; Hos. 14:5-6; Zeph. 3:16-17; Zech. 9:16-17).”

- Pentecost , op. cit., p. 507.

1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great 
chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thou-
sand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the 
nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 4 
Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw 
the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who 
had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They 
came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 
thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first 
resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they 
will reign with him for a thousand years. 7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from 
his prison 8 and will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, 
to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they marched up over the broad plain 
of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and 
consumed them, 10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the 
beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. [Rev 20:1-10 
ESV]

In his writing on the subject of Israel, J. Dwight Pentecost summarizes the kingdom promises to Israel 
in this way:
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27-4 When Christ has subdued all enemies, including death, He will present the kingdom to His 
Father.9

The triune God will preside over a new heaven and new earth, and the people of God will dwell with 
Him forever.10 All prophecies of Scripture will have been fulfilled. God’s eternal kingship, having 
been established and vindicated by the royal exercise of the Son’s authority, will at that time be pres-
ent and manifest in full glory over all creation forever and ever.

6 "As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill." 7 I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, "You 
are my Son; today I have begotten you. 8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of 
the earth your possession. 9 You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter's 
vessel." [Psa 2:6-9 ESV]

24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 
authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy 
to be destroyed is death. 27 For "God has put all things in subjection under his feet." But when it says, "all 
things are put in subjection," it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28 When 
all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection 
under him, that God may be all in all. [1Co 15:24-28 ESV]

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 
sea was no more. [Rev 21:1 ESV]

3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 
servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be 
no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever 
and ever. [Rev 22:3-5 ESV]

One of the most distinct passages that depict the earthly kingship and absolute rule of Christ over the 
_____________ is presented in Psalm 2:

Paul writes of the _________________and _____________ of the reign of Christ who is able to carry 
out the earthly administration designated to Him by the Father as He conquers all:

The earthly reign of Christ as presented in both the Old & New Testaments present Christ in focus as 
the visible King with all glory and honor and authority being given to Him. The eternal aspect of the 
kingdom will bring the Father into visible reign as well.

This is also stated in Revelation 21 & 22 with the creation of the new heaven and new earth:
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28-1 There are two final, eternal destinies for man: heaven for the righteous and penitent, and hell 
for the unrighteous and impenitent.1

At the great white throne judgment, all of the enemies of God will be consigned to the place of eter-
nal conscious punishment, from which there is no escape.2

The new heavens and the new earth shall be created3

as the final state in which the righteousness shall dwell forever in the presence of God.4

46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." [Mat 25:46 ESV]

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heav-
enly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 
11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set 
on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are 
waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. [2Pe 3:10-13 ESV]

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will 
dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. [Rev 21:3 ESV]

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 
sea was no more. [Rev 21:1 ESV]

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, 
and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 
books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by 
what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in 
it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to 
what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 
lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of 
fire. [Rev 20:11-15 ESV]

In the kingdom parables of Matthew 24:43-25, Jesus contrasts those who love the Lord and obey Him 
with those who do not and summarizes it this way:




