
[2Pe 1:1-11 NASB] 1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received 
a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and 
peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power 
has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called 
us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent prom-
ises, so that by them you may become partakers of [the] divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world by lust. 5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral 
excellence, and in [your] moral excellence, knowledge, 6 and in [your] knowledge, self-control, and in 
[your] self-control, perseverance, and in [your] perseverance, godliness, 7 and in [your] godliness, brother-
ly kindness, and in [your] brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these [qualities] are yours and are increasing, 
they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who 
lacks these [qualities] is blind [or] short-sighted, having forgotten [his] purification from his former sins. 
10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as 
long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.

(2) Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;

God exercises mercy on sinners when He brings them out of their pitiful condition of being spiritually dead in 
sin and unable to please God or seek Him in any way (Rom 3) and grants them repentance by which forgive-
ness of sins is extended and the penalty of that sin is not carried out on the sinner. It is by God’s grace , His 
unmerited favor, that the merciful act of forgiveness is expressed towards His people (Eph 2:5,8). But beyond 
receiving the forgiveness of sins, the grace of God grants His children an imputed righteousness (1Cor 1:30; 2 
Cor 5:21; Phl 3:9) and the call to become transformed into the qualities and character of the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the substance of the faith that God has granted to His children. Along with the position of being justi-
fied and considered righteous, God continually pours out His favor upon His children, as they pursue Him, by 
increasing the fruit that flows out of the new man in Christ. In his first letter Peter called believers a “chosen 
race, a royal priesthood”(2:9) which speaks to our new identity as His possession. We are called from rags to 
riches; from depravity and sinful rebellion, to glory and holiness.  Jesus spoke to the deep desires and needs of 
those who were being drawn to Him in the beatitudes of Matthew chapter 5 and our good God continually 
pours grace upon grace as He satisfies those desires in the redeemed to become more like Him (Eph 4:13), and 
less like our old selves. 

Another substantive quality of salvation is divine peace. Beginning with the knowledge and weight of our sin, 
its guilt and dreadful fear of condemnation, we have been given peace with God (Rom 5:1) and no longer live
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in fear of condemnation. Paul says:

Like grace, God’s peace is instantly dispensed to the one who calls on the name of God (Col.1:20-22).

Additionally we are given peace in mind and spirit as we lay our burdens at the feet of God in prayer:

We also have peace with God in our trials (Jhn 14:27; 16:33; 2Th 3:16) and we are commanded to be at peace 
with others (Rm 12:18; 14:19; 2Cor13:11; 1Th 5:13; Heb 12:14). Finally there is a peace, instead of confusion 
in our corporate worship of the Lord (1Cor 14:33). So as each believer matures in Christ, both grace and peace 
are multiplied from God to us and from God through us toward others. And how are they multiplied?

Peter links the dispensing and multiplying of grace and peace toward us and through us expressed toward 
others to the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. Knowledge (epignōsis) is a stronger version of (gnōsis) 
and speaks to a more intimate and discerning understanding than just a basic informational knowledge. At the 
very beginning of our salvation, our knowledge of Jesus was already transformed from a mere collection of 
information and ideas to life - giving and saving knowledge as the Holy Spirit gave life and therefore rich mean-
ing to the Word of God. But as we continue to be exposed to the truth of God’s word be reading and then med-
itating on it, that knowledge becomes more and more intimate.

It is not arbitrary or subjective since it is not based on our whims, ideas or emotions, but it is objective since it 
is based on Him who never changes as He is revealed in His word (Rom 10:17). Paul uses the same form of the 
Greek word for knowledge when speaking about the conviction of a sinner when confronted by the law:

No one can be saved apart from the genuine knowledge of who Jesus is and what He has done (Gal 2:20; Phl 
3:10). But that is merely the beginning of God’s dispensed grace and peace toward the believer. The multiplica-
tion of these can only be experienced through the believers faithful pursuit of Jesus in His word and in obedi-
ence. Paul states the reason that God gave apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers to faithfully serve
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[Rom 8:1-2 NASB] 1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

[Phl 4:6-7 NKJV] 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

[Rom 3:20 NASB] 20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the 
Law [comes] the knowledge of sin.



in the body of Christ

(3-4) seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the 
true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. For by these He has granted to us 
His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of [the] divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

The substance of our faith is experienced at the moment of salvation, and is multiplied through our Christian 
sanctification. All that is necessary to experience and express that substance is instantly given to each believer 
the moment of salvation. We can be confident that this is true because all that we need in order for our sancti-
fication to be continuing toward maturity doesn’t find its origin within us, rather it is His divine power that 
has granted to us what we need. The “His” is Jesus Christ and His divine power (as well as the Father’s and the 
Spirit’s) brought about His  resurrection (Jhn 11:25; 10:17-18; 2:19; Rom 1:4; 2Cor 13:4; Col 2:12; Heb 7:16). 
Paul speaks to the veracity of that power working in the believer:

Has granted to us - (dōreomai) is a perfect, passive participle. While it has been established in the past, it has 
continuing results throughout the life of every believer. This is very important to note here as Peter makes it 
clear that no believer is lacking what is necessary from God for spiritual growth. We may be tempted to think 
that if it is “God who is at work in you both to will and to work for His good pleasure”(Phl 2:13) that we just 
kind of float through our walk with the Lord waiting on Him to add some sort of power, gift or ability that we 
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[Eph 4:12-15 NASB] 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body 
of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature 
man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 14 As a result, we are no longer to 
be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, 
by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all [aspects] into Him 
who is the head, [even] Christ,

[Eph 3:16-21 NASB] 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 
power through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; [and] that 
you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may 
be filled up to all the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 21 to Him [be] the glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.



need to have the resources and power to persevere in Christ and mature in His likeness. The sense that some-
thing is missing from us or that God is holding something back in what is necessary to move toward some 
secret “higher learning” or “deeper life” is a misunderstanding based on immaturity or even sinful thinking or 
teaching. There is nothing in scripture to support that immaturity and the lack of growth and obedience in the 
life of a believer has something to do with God witholding anything from His children.

Peter writes that each believer has received everything pertaining to life and godliness.  Everything is the 
emphatic word in the phrase and clearly communicates that all resources are at each and every believers 
disposal to respond to God in obedience and mature in Him. Jesus said:

Peter is speaking to the realm of our being transformed into His likeness. The world has been conditioned to 
think that abundant life is derived from promoting self, gaining possessions, having good health, etc. But just 
as the circumstances of life can change very easily, the feeing of satisfaction, fulfillment and happiness can 
quickly fade away as well. Outside of Christ, life is but a shell; an illusion of the living dead (Eph 2:10). Not 
only has Christ provided eternal life for believers, He has provided the things necessary to be truly fulfilled in 
the life that we now live as we experience the flow of His living water coming from our innermost being (Jhn 
7:38).

That fulfillment is derived not from our external circumstances but from the internal fruit that we see God 
bringing forth through us as we seek to glorify Him in obedience. Believers are eternally secure (Jhn 6:35-40; 
10:28-29; 2 Cor 5:1-8) and empowered by God to persevere through this life unto the end (Mat 24:13; Jhn 
8:31; Phl 1:6; Heb 3:6, 14; Rev 2:10) even in the midst of trials and temptations. We can strive for godliness 
because we have been given the power by the Holy Spirit to not be overcome by what we face:

Paul expresses the same idea of how God has not withheld anything from His children in their salvation and 
sanctification:
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[Jhn 10:10 KJV] 10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have [it] more abundantly.

[1Co 10:13 NASB] 13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, 
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of 
escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

[Rom 8:32 NASB] 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not 
also with Him freely give us all things?



So it is not that God has withheld anything from His children in order for us to experience life and godliness. 
But those things are not going to simply just manifest in the life of a believer without making use of what He 
has supplied. Life and godliness are not procured from our own understanding but is procured through the 
true knowledge of Him. Once again we see that Peter relates our maturation in Christ to knowledge (epignō-
sis), the form of knowledge as being derived from an intimate acquaintance with who Jesus actually is.

Peter adds true to this intimate knowledge reminding the reader of the reality that head knowledge alone 
cannot save, but only a true relationship with Christ. Jesus also made this challenging warning:

That true knowledge is from Him who called you. There is a general calling that goes out to the world as the 
gospel is proclaimed and Jesus is the “Savior of the world” (Jhn 4:42; 1Jhn 4:14). Yet that does not mean that 
the whole world will be saved; in fact Jesus made it clear that many will not be:

So Peter is making reference to the effectual call of believers to be saved and be conformed to the image of the 
Son. Paul describes what the effectual call looks like:

That call is based on divinely revealed truth about Jesus Christ. We are called by His own glory and excellence. 
This is divine glory and belongs to God alone (Ex 15; Pss 8:1; 19:1; 57:5; 93:1; 104:1; 138:5; 145:5; Isa 6:3; 
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[Mat 7:20-24 NASB] 20 "So then, you will know them by their fruits. 21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 
'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven [will 
enter.] 22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name 
cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' 23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never 
knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.' 24 "Therefore everyone who 
hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.

[Mat 7:13-14 NASB] 13 "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads 
to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 "For the gate is small and the way is narrow that 
leads to life, and there are few who find it.

[Rom 8:29-30 NASB] 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined [to become] conformed to the 
image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predes-
tined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also 
glorified.



42:8; 59:19; Heb 1:3; Rev 21:11, 23). Jesus prayed to the Father  "Now, Father, glorify Me together with Your-
self, with the glory which I had with You before the world was” (Jhn 17:5). It is impossible for one to have salva-
tion outside of knowing that Jesus is God in the flesh (Jhn 1:1, 14; Heb 11:6; Phl 2:6; Col 1:15-19).

But He is also the excellent man. This speaks to His moral perfection and completely virtuous life as He came 
to do the will of the Father and did it with perfection as He obeyed His Father all the way to the cross (Phl 2:8), 
thus securing our salvation from Adam’s helpless race:

Because of the God/Man, we can hope to live life to the fullest in moral excellence because Christ in us gives 
us the power, knowledge and wisdom to be conformed to Him. Peter confirms this by attaching our resultant 
transformation, first,  to the glory and excellencies of Jesus Christ. It is by these He has granted to us His 
precious and magnificent promises. Granted us is in the perfect tense and describes a past action which has 
ongoing effects. John MacArthur writes:
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[Rom 5:14-19 NASB] 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not 
sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not 
like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and 
the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. 16 The gift is not like [that which came] 
through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment [arose] from one [transgression] resulting in 
condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift [arose] from many transgressions resulting in justification. 
17 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 18 So then 
as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness 
there resulted justification of life to all men. 19 For as through the one man's disobedience the many were 
made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.

MacArthur, John. 2 Peter and Jude MacArthur New Testament Commentary (MacArthur New Testament Commentary Series) (p. 30).
Moody Publishers. Kindle Edition. 



These promises of God to the believer are the them through which believers may become partakers of the divine 
nature. This is not merely a look at a future fulfillment but a present reality. All that believers are certain to become 
is based on the effectual call of God through His divine revealed true knowledge of the glory and excellencies of 
Jesus, through which we receive the promises of God to become partakers of the divine nature.

This is not an esoteric or mystical search of divinity within ourselves as if we are told that we can become “little 
gods” as some popular Christian movements and teachings of today would claim. There is no where in scripture 
that we are told we become deity in any way. Partakers (koinōnos) can be translated to mean “fellowship” or “a 
partner”. It is a fellowship of the divine nature as it was expressed in the perfect humanity of Jesus Christ. Paul 
speaks to the idea of how the divine is expressed through the believer as we follow Him:

Jesus is the only Human being that is divine in essence, but believers are partakers of the divine character through 
new life in Christ (Rom 8:29; 12:2; 2 Cor 5:17; Col 3:3; 1Jhn 5:11; etc.) This is further confirmed by what Peter 
contrasts this partaking (or fellowship) to. Peter says that we have escaped the corruption that is in the world by 
lust. We have escaped or been delivered from the penalty of sin (John 3:16; Rom 5:9; 8:1; 1Th 1:10; 5:9), from 
the power of sin (Jhn 12:36; 1Cor 15:56,57: 2 Tim 3:16-17; 1Jhn 1:7; etc.) and finally we will be delivered from 
this age that is passing away in its corruption due to its sinful lust or “evil desires” (Phl 3:20-21; 1Thes 5:4,9-10; 
1Jhn 2:16;  Rev 20:6) 
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[Phl 3:10 NASB] 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His suffer-
ings, being conformed to His death;




