
[2Pe 1:1-11 NASB] 1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received 
a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and 
peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power 
has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called 
us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent prom-
ises, so that by them you may become partakers of [the] divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world by lust. 5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral 
excellence, and in [your] moral excellence, knowledge, 6 and in [your] knowledge, self-control, and in 
[your] self-control, perseverance, and in [your] perseverance, godliness, 7 and in [your] godliness, brother-
ly kindness, and in [your] brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these [qualities] are yours and are increasing, 
they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who 
lacks these [qualities] is blind [or] short-sighted, having forgotten [his] purification from his former sins. 
10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as 
long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.

(5a) Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply...

As we looked at in 1Peter, the knowledge of the fact that we as believers are chosen by God, when understood, 
serves to bring a living hope that gives strength in facing various trials and conforming to the image of Christ 
as we submit to what the Father has commanded us to submit to. It gives us focus as we realize our identity in 
Christ as “aliens” in this world in which our stay is short. Rather than clinging to the things that the world clings 
to, believers are encouraged to live for what is to come and for what cannot be taken away or lost.

While it is not the will of any fallen man to “choose God” or to seek Him as the natural man is dead to the 
things of God, that doesn’t mean that a new creature in Christ doesn’t possess the will to pursue God and His 
righteousness. This may be the one fact that causes so many to believe that “free will” is a legitimate concept 
when it comes to salvation, because as a believer we know what the will of God is and that we have a choice to 
serve Him in obedience through the power of the Holy Spirit. While we attribute the power to obey, rather than 
sin, to God and His glory we know that we as His children aren’t sanctified by doing nothing; we must obey.
Paul writes to the Philippians:

Page 1

Grow In The Knowledge Of God

Put Forth A Maximum Effort

Session 3 - 1:1-11

[Phl 2:12-13 NASB] 12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but 
now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work 
in you, both to will and to work for [His] good pleasure.



The desire and ability of the believer to obey is both a fact and a mystery. While we must “work out” our salva-
tion, we also know that God is working in us through the presence and power of His Holy Spirit to bring our 
salvation to its completion. As we looked at in the previous verses in this letter Peter reflects on the fact that 
believers have been granted “everything pertaining to life and godliness” (v.3). It is because of the glory and 
excellencies of Christ that the “precious and magnificent promises”(v.4) of God toward us cause us to become 
“partakers of the divine nature”(v.4).

So it is for this very reason that Peter then challenges believers to put forth their utmost effort to pursue the 
same “excellencies” that Jesus lived. Peter says “applying all diligence” meaning “to bring in with zeal and 
eagerness”. Believers are admonished by Paul to not grow weary of doing good works (Gal 6:9; 1Th 3:13) and 
the author of Hebrews writes:

And in the letter to the church at Ephesus Jesus commends the Ephesians who defended the truth of God’s 
Word in that they had “not grown weary”(Rev 2:3) of those good works. The fact that becoming weary is 
implied as a possibility in various admonitions in scripture speaks to the diligence that is required on the part 
of believers. While God grants faith and equips His children, we then must take from what has been provided 
through that faith to give supply to our own pursuit of a virtuous life.

Supply (epichorēgeō) is derived from the term meaning “choirmaster.” In ancient times the choirmaster was 
responsible for supplying the things necessary for the choir group to be able to perform for plays. The supply 
was from their own means and nothing was held back because the choirmaster desired with great passion to 
see the performance be carried out flawlessly.

(5b - 7) moral excellence, and in [your] moral excellence, knowledge, and in [your] knowledge, self-control, 
and in [your] self-control, perseverance, and in [your] perseverance, godliness, and in [your] godliness, 
brotherly kindness, and in [your] brotherly kindness, love.

Moral Excellence comes from the word (aretē) and speaks to virtue. Not simply a virtuous act, but more of the 
quality of being virtuous as a whole lifestyle; a characteristic of the whole person. It was not a superficial virtue 
for public consumption or piety for conceit, rather of genuine character.

Moral excellence or virtue causes the one pursuing it to constantly seek knowledge.  Our knowledge of the 
character and will of God, as it is expressed through Christ and His Word, is what cultivates the flow of all other 
virtues. It is the knowledge of Him that supplies discernment and wisdom (Prov. 2:5-6). Paul contrasts earthly
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[Heb 12:3 NASB] 3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you 
will not grow weary and lose heart.

The Virtues We Are To Pursue



wisdom to the wisdom that comes from the knowledge of God:

Paul also writes to the Colossians desiring that they too would increase in the knowledge of God in order that 
they would be fruitful:

None of the moral excellencies that we are instructed to pursue can be obtained apart from being enlightened 
by the truth of God’s Word (Col 3:10; 2 Tim 3:16, 17; Titus 1:1; 2Pe 1:3; 3:18). And we cannot be enlightened 
without the faithful study of it and meditation on it (Psa 119:11, 97, 105; John 5:39; Acts 17:11; 2Tim 2:15). 
From knowledge then flows the other virtues that we are to pursue.

Self control (egkrateia) speaks to the mastering of ones desires to feed carnal passions and desires. Paul says 
that it is like a runner preparing for a great race:

This is an extremely important virtue for believers as it provides evidence of the power and conviction of God 
working in them. We will see later in this letter that by contrast the false teachers that Peter will address were 
characterized by their fleshly passions and desires as a result of being ignorant of the truth.

Perseverance (hypomonē)  refers to the unwaivering commitment to faithfulness regardless of the trial or 
circumstances that may come around. Weather trials of persecution, suffering (2Th. 1:4; Rev. 1:9; 2:2,3,19; 
13:10; 14:12) or temptation, there is a hopeful endurance to stay true to conviction. Paul said “we also exult 
in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance”(Rom 5:3). Jesus taught that true 
believers hold the word fast and bear fruit with perseverance (Lk 8:15). In fact the whole body of Christ being
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[2Co 10:3-5 KJV] 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our 
warfare [are] not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imagi-
nations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ;

[Col 1:9-10 KJV] 9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard [it], do not cease to pray for you, and to 
desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 That 
ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the 
knowledge of God;

[1Co 9:25-27 NASB] 25 Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then 
[do it] to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 Therefore I run in such a way, as not without 
aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; 27 but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after 
I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.



characterized by perseverance is told this by the Lord:

Of course Jesus is our chief example:

Godliness (eusebeia)  refers to the true religion and piety that flows from a reverence toward God. When 
admonishing God’s people, the prophet Micah expressed these words:

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge (Pro. 1:7) and we are told to not fear men who can only kill 
the body, but fear God who can destroy both the body and soul in hell (Mat. 10:28). Paul writes to Timothy  
that “godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to 
come” ( 1Tim 4:8). There is no mockery or self-importance in godliness, there is simply a genuine love and 
respect for God, His character and His commands. It is important to make the distinction between the piety 
of false religion and the godliness of true faith as Paul warned Timothy:

When a believer is exercising godliness then flowing out from that will be brotherly kindness. The whole law 
and the Prophets depend on the two commands to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind” and “you shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt 22:35-40; 1John 4:20-21) 
according to Jesus. As believers we are not under the law of Moses, but we are under the law of Christ (1Cor 
9:21; Gal 6:2) which is being kind toward others as we bear up one another’s burdens.

Kindness expressed in this way flows from a heart of love. Not as the world expresses love but as the Lord 
expressed love in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us (Rom 5:8). It is a determined expression not
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[Rev 3:10 NASB] 10 'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour 
of testing, that [hour] which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

[Heb 12:2 NASB] 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

[Mic 6:8 NASB] 8 He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do 
justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?

[2Ti 3:1-5 NASB] 1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For men will be lovers of 
self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irrec-
oncilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its 
power; Avoid such men as these.



governed by emotion or selfishness but by a servants heart. This is what love (agapē) is as Peter has expressed 
it. Jesus said that “greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends” (Jhn. 15:13). John  
also linked love for God with the love we express towards the brethren:

(8-9) For if these [qualities] are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in 
the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these [qualities] is blind [or] short-sighted, 
having forgotten [his] purification from his former sins. 

In this case both the fruitful and the short - sighted are Christian. Again here we are reminded that we as believ-
ers will make a difference in our own sanctification. God delights in His children being filled with strength and 
joy in Him (Pss. 5:11; 16:11; 28:7; 29:11; 32:11; 33:1; 46:1; 92:4; 95:1; 105:43; Jhn 15:11; Rom 14:17). 
These qualities (the list of virtues he just gave) are available to be cultivated in our lives. They are yours (a pres-
ent participle) by your action. The implication is that they are increasing by your continuing action. Paul 
describes the relentless pursuit of the virtuous life in Christ we have been called to:

A Christian who is pursuing and seeing these qualities grow in their own lives by nature are not left useless or 
unfruitful. Useless (argos) means idle or inactive. It is the picture of something that is not working and unser-
viceable the way a car sitting in a junk yard that had been neglected and not kept up with is now useless to 
anyone attempting to get transportation out of it. While unfruitful (akarpos) can often refer to those who are 
apostates or unbelievers, here it is speaking to the loss of what could have been produced in the life of a believ-
er during times of the lack of devotion to God and these virtues (Titus 3:14; 1 Cor 14:14). Unfortunately this 
can render a believer indistinguishable from unbelievers.

Notice that Peter says in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ which is how we know from the context 
that he is addressing what can happen to Christians who do not pursue Christ in His word. The result is that

Page 5

Grow In The Knowledge Of God

Session 3 - 1:1-11

[1Jo 4:19-21 NASB] 19 We love, because He first loved us. 20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has 
not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother 
also.

[Phl 3:12-14 NASB] 12 Not that I have already obtained [it] or have already become perfect, but I press on 
so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I do not regard 
myself as having laid hold of [it] yet; but one thing [I do:] forgetting what [lies] behind and reaching forward 
to what [lies] ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Fruitful or Lacking?



those who fail to be diligent in these virtuous pursuits will be blind or short-sighted. For those who only 
profess Christ without obedience to Him and pursuing these virtues, there is the inability to discern their true 
spiritual condition (Isa 59:10; Jas 1:6-8; Rev 3:17). And for believers who fall into idleness, there is the loss of 
confidence in their own salvation as fear and doubt can easily creep in when the Spirit is quenched there is a 
failure to pursue Christ. The additional thought here is that true knowledge of Christ is not some esoteric 
pursuit, rather it is through identifying with Him in His character as it is revealed in scripture and through our 
obedience to that Word that we continue to grow in the knowledge of Him.

Peter says having forgotten his purification from his former sins which is an expression of one “receiving 
forgetfulness” as a result of the lack of pursuing the virtuous life in Christ. While there was a purification from 
former sins (salvation), the active sin and lack of godliness has brought about a blindness that can be experi-
enced by believers resulting in a loss of assurance.

(10-11) Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; 
for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.

This is the same phrase Peter uses in verse 5 only now diligent is in the verb form of the noun diligence and 
Peter brings the discussion full circle back to where it all started with God’s sovereign calling and choosing of 
His people. Everything discussed as the virtuous life to be pursued in Christ flows out of this reality that whom 
God has chosen, He calls (Rom 8:29-30). And His call is effectual. This is one of the main benefits of being in 
Christ that separates true Christianity from the religions of the world; the certainty that we can have concern-
ing our salvation. The charge is to make certain and is reflexive back on the believer who is to be assured in 
themselves.

His calling of believers is demonstrated the moment of their salvation as it results in the outward profession of 
faith in Jesus Christ (Rom 11:29; 2The2:14; 2 Tim 1:9). The two realities are entirely linked and it is impossible 
for either to be true without the other as Paul points out:
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Fruitfulness Produces Confidence

[Rom 8:29-30 NASB] 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined [to become] conformed to the 
image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predes-
tined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also 
glorified.



The key to our assurance is that we practice these things. This phrase that Peter uses speaks to a regular and 
deliberate pattern of conduct. These things are the two main components that Peter has described as essential 
to the validity and usefulness of the Christian; the diligent pursuit of Christ-likeness through which we can be 
assured that His calling of us is a reality. When these things are practiced they will cause believers to never 
stumble. A Christian stumbles into sin when they are short sighted; not practicing the pursuit of godly virtues. 
But they also stumble into doubt and fear and can lose confidence that they are really chosen by God to begin 
with.

Peter again reminds us of the ultimate goal of the Christian; the eternal state. He says for in this way the 
entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 
This is an additional reality for the believer to that of being useful, fruitful and assured in this life. This now has 
eternal implications for our reward in His eternal kingdom. Since there is no “degree” of being saved; there are 
either children of God or not, this entrance into His kingdom is not referring to salvation itself but to the way 
in which we enter it.

Peter qualifies the entrance with abundantly supplied. It is clear that there are those who, as believers, can 
enter into His presence without the abundance that Peter is speaking of here. Paul writes:

In another example Paul deals with an extreme case in a rebellious believer whom Paul says to remove from the 
fellowship:

But these are not to be viewed as the normal outcome of a Christians faith, and it certainly should not be the 
attitude of any believer. In fact in His parable of the servants and the King (Mat 25), Jesus only gives examples 
of those who enter the kingdom faithfully vs. those whom He rejects. For the faithful the report from Jesus is 
“‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’”(v. 21).  Additionally Paul  speaks to the judgment seat of Christ which every 
believer will give an account of this usefulness or stumbling that Peter is speaking to:
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[1Co 3:11-15 NASB] 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each 
man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is [to be] revealed with fire, and the fire 
itself will test the quality of each man's work. 14 If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will 
receive a reward. 15 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire.

[1Co 5:5 NASB] 5 [I have decided] to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his 
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.



So by way of application every believer needs to know that their belief in and power to walk according to Christ 
is of the choosing and calling of God before the foundation of the world. But the usefulness and fruitfulness, 
our sanctification is produced through the cooperative effort of the Spirit and of the believer. The goal is to 
have life and have it abundantly and how is this possible? It is through our pursuit of the knowledge of Christ 
in order that His excellent virtues become our life style through which we can be fully assured as we examine 
ourselves that Christ is indeed working in us both to will and to do His good pleasure.

The more we know Christ and act like Him the more confident we become in every circumstance in this life. 
The ultimate goal of this pattern of living is to enter into His kingdom abundantly in order that His glory is 
magnified through us.

Page 8

Grow In The Knowledge Of God

Session 3 - 1:1-11

[2Co 5:9-10 NASB] 9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to 
Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for 
his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.


