
[2Pe 1:12-15 NASB] 12 Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you 
[already] know [them,] and have been established in the truth which is present with [you.] 13 I consider it 
right, as long as I am in this [earthly] dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, 14 knowing that the laying 
aside of my [earthly] dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15 And I will 
also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind. 

(12-13) Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you [already] know 
[them,] and have been established in the truth which is present with [you.] I consider it right, as long as I 
am in this [earthly] dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder

Therefore reflects back to all of the wonderful truths that Peter has written about in his first epistle and also 
in the beginning of this one. Because they are so important to our  “usefulness” and “fruitfulness” in the 
purpose for which we have been saved, to bring glory to Christ. While he has been doing so Peter stresses that 
I will always be ready to remind you of these things which speaks to the urgency of believers being constantly 
reminded of the truth of God’s Word and what is revealed about Christ in it. These things are the truths that 
Peter has written of based on what has been revealed about God in His Word and in His Son.

Peter has stressed the reality of our salvation as being the product of God’s sovereign choice and calling of us. 
We are immediately equipped through the Holy Spirit to serve the body of Christ and invest in our eternal 
reward which can never be stripped away as we continue to invest in it. All of our focus is to based on the excel-
lencies of Christ which is His moral character and submission to the Father. It is through the repetitious cycle 
of learning of Christ as He is revealed in scripture and then practicing what we have learned that combine to 
cause the believer to grow in the knowledge of the Lord. 

It is important to note what Peter has written concerning what makes us useful and fruitful in God’s eyes. It is  
how we develop in our character. There is no mention of sign gifts or the need to seek arbitrary information 
somewhere “out there” that needs to be added to our experience in order to achieve the qualities of Christ. 
Peter remains strictly focused on what we already know about Christ and His character as it is revealed to us 
and that we have already been equipped to put these things into practice. Additionally he has stressed that the 
confidence and peace of the believer remains strong and secure as these things are pursued.

The false teachers prior to Peter’s day, during Peter’s day and certainly following his day often sought to bring 
“new revelation or knowledge” to what had already been revealed by God in His word. Peter never puts any 
kind of expectation of that in any of what he writes about concerning the believers worthy pursuits.
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In his commentary on this passage John MacArthur writes: 

It is why Peter says here that he is “ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them 
and have been established in the truth which is present with you.” Psalm 1, 19 and 119 each specifically exalt 
the Word of God. Psalm 119 being the longest of the Psalms in which the Psalmist wrote:

Additionally the constant rebuke to the Israelites when they strayed was that they had forgotten God’s precepts 
and statutes (Isa 17:10; 51:13; Hos 8:7-14) and there is the constant admonishment for God’s people to med-
itate on the Word of God (Deut 6:4-9; 7:18; 8:2, 18-20; Kings 17:38; 1Chr 16:12; Pss 78:7, 11, 42; 103:2; Isa 
51:13-15; Mk 12:29-30, 32-33). Paul had the same focus on the repetition of what had been written and 
taught as a way to safeguard God’s people (Rom 15:15; Phil 3:1; 2Thes 2:5).

It is also important that while stressing the need to pursue these things Peter didn’t forget to encourage his 
readers by acknowledging that were already established in these truths. We all must continue to strive even 
though we have already experienced usefulness and fruitfulness as this life is short and we have this one oppor-
tunity to invest in the eternal kingdom, but we do well to encourage each other along the way.
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[Psa 119:10-16 NASB] 10 With all my heart I have sought You; Do not let me wander from Your command-
ments. 11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You. 12 Blessed are You, O 
LORD; Teach me Your statutes. 13 With my lips I have told of All the ordinances of Your mouth. 14 I have 
rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in all riches. 15 I will meditate on Your precepts And regard 
Your ways. 16 I shall delight in Your statutes; I shall not forget Your word.

Contrary to the beliefs of some, there is no such thing as brand-new spiritual truth, only a clearer 
understanding of the timeless truths (Isa. 40:8; 1 Peter 1:23–25; cf. Matt. 5:18) in God’s Word. 
People do not always know the truths of Scripture, nor do they always hear true and accurate 
interpretations of it. Therefore, some in that condition may think certain truth is new—and it is 
to them. But there is no new revelation from God (cf. Jude 3). All who preach and teach the 
Scriptures are reminding people of what God has said in His Word so constantly that His repeti-
tion and theirs makes truth stick.

MacArthur, John. 2 Peter and Jude MacArthur New Testament Commentary (MacArthur New 
Testament Commentary Series) (p. 49). Moody Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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(13) I consider it right, as long as I am in this [earthly] dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder

Peter reflects on his faithful admonishment toward them in these matters as a righteous (dikaios) act. It was 
his constant prerogative as he says as long as I am in this earthly dwelling. As he has expressed before, our 
stay here is a short thing, but as long as he is in the earthly “tent”, his practice would be to stir up the obedience 
of the people of God. To stir you up (diegeirō ) is “to arouse completely” or “to thoroughly awaken” and this 
by way of reminder, not by way of new things, tactics or teachings. It is often selfish ambitions that lead to a 
need to do anything outside of these guidelines.

(14-15) knowing that the laying aside of my [earthly] dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ 
has made clear to me. 15 And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to 
call these things to mind.

It is clear that Peter was expecting his soon death and he expresses his departure the same way that Paul does 
his own in 2 Cor. 5:1-2; as leaving behind his earthly dwelling or “tent”. It has the same kind of flavor as when 
he addressed our lives here as temporary by saying “during the time of your stay here” (1Pet  1:17). Most schol-
ars believe that while Peter was in his seventies he was most likely referring to what he believed to be his soon 
execution and not his inevitable, natural death. Jesus had already predicted this to Peter before He ascended 
to heaven:

The main intent for his being diligent is that after his departure they would be able to call these things to 
mind. Jesus told the disciples that the Holy Spirit would teach them all things that He had taught them during 
His ministry after He departed (John 14:26). While this was clearly a reference to the Word that would be writ-
ten it no doubt also referred to the entirety of His ministry and the application of His precepts to their own lives 
with power and authority. Peter knew that his faithful repetition of speaking the truths of Christ to the people 
of God would be used by the Holy Spirit to cause them to be godly even after he was with the Lord, because it 
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[Jhn 21:18-19 NASB] 18 "Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk 
wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you, 
and bring you where you do not wish to [go.]" 19 Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would 
glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me!"
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was true of His own life. These things would include all that Peter has written to them in this letter and all the 
truth that they already had “present with them” meaning other scripture that had been given and taught to 
them.

[2Pe 1:16-21 NASB] 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For when He received 
honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, 
"This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased"-- 18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made 
from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 19 [So] we have the prophetic word [made] 
more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 
and the morning star arises in your hearts. 20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is [a 
matter] of one's own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men 
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

From the very beginning man has been presented with the notion that the Word of God should be questioned 
as to its meaning and authority. Satan, the great deceiver, planted the very first seeds of doubt into man’s mind 
when he asked Eve “Indeed, hath God said...”(Gen 3:1). From the fall onward the questioning of the authority 
and meaning of God’s Word has been a constant attack not only by the wiles of Satan, but by the wickedness 
of fallen man. “The fool has said in is heart ‘there is no God’”(Psa 53:1) is the most obvious thing that those 
who deny the Lord devise, but even more crafty is to take and question the trustworthiness of the scripture as 
it has been written or to twist what has been written for less than holy goals.

There are many examples of Bible twisting in scripture but none so crafty as when Satan even used what was 
written in a clever way to attempt to cause the Lord to sin against the Father. Of course the Lord demonstrated 
that the best defense is to be sure of the Word and use it accurately to defend against such trickery. Through 
the ages history records the never ending onslaught of those who would detract from or add to scripture and 
in more modern times the Enlightenment, Modern and Post Modern thought have worked tirelessly to ques-
tion the veracity and authority of God’s Word, but none is more dangerous than those who claim to be Chris-
tians that also question the infallibility of scripture as it has been handed down through the ages in their 
attempt to be “relevant” to our relativistic world.

Nothing other than God’s own testimony of His Word provides the best “test” of it’s authority and supernatu-
ral origin.  The Lord declared to Moses  "Is the LORD'S power limited? Now you shall see whether My word 
will come true for you or not" (Num 11:23).  He said to Jeremiah “You have seen well, for I am watching over 
My word to perform it” (Jer 1:12). It is this very aspect of God bringing to pass what He has declared that 
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demonstrates the authority of His Word as He expressed to Isaiah:

It is the written Word through which God establishes His authority and sovereignty since it is a record of things 
declared and then fulfilled in very specific and accurate ways which demonstrate a transcendent source. Scrip-
ture is also verified by what it accomplishes in the lives of those to whom God has chosen to make it real. The 
author of Hebrews describes the power and effectiveness of God’s Word in the life of His people:

And Paul writes to Timothy that “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2Tim 3:16,17). For 
those who are not called by God the Word is meaningless and ignored. Jesus told the Pharisees “Why do you not 
understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word” (Jhn 8:43). But for those who the Lord has called 
He says “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our 
abode with him” (Jhn 14:23). So in the end the veracity of scripture will be effective in the lives of believers exactly 
how God intended it to in the exact from that it has been preserved and handed down through the ages.

Peter calls it the “sure Word” which is Christ as He was revealed to Peter personally through his own eyewitness 
experience and through what has been revealed in the supernatural, written Word of God.

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For when He received honor and glory from 
God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son 
with whom I am well-pleased"-- 18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were 
with Him on the holy mountain.

Why is it important that the intended readers of his letter take head and listen to what he was admonishing 
them in? Peter says for or “because” we did not follow cleverly devised tales. He undoubtedly had many
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Peter’s Eyewitness Account

[Isa 55:11 NASB] 11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, 
Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding [in the matter] for which I sent it.

[Heb 4:12 NASB] 12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart.



critics and detractors who questioned his authority and motives for shepherding them. He speaks to the level 
of sophistication of these critics and false teachers by pointing out that he and his fellow workers in the faith 
had not followed cleverly devised (sophizō - “to make one wise”) tales (muthos or myths). The myths and tales 
of the ancient Pagan culture were built on a web of sophisticated and extraordinary stories and for those false 
teachers who sought to lead God’s people astray their sophisticated schemes were clothed in ways that would 
make them appear to be divine truth (Jer 6:14; 14:14; 23:16, 21, 26; 1Tim 1:4; 4:7; 2Tim 4:4; Titus 1:14). One 
of the key identifiers of these false teachers was that their teaching will always promote self - interest.

But there was no use of Pagan mythos or any other self - devised “truth” in the presentation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and the gospel by Peter or his fellow workers as he says when we made known to you. Unlike the pan-
theon of gods and all of the tall tales and sophisticated pagan rituals associated with them, Peter and his 
fellow workers were not merely presenting another world view, religion or myth, rather they had imparted 
something new to these Pagan minds; that is the power and coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. We will see as 
we go through this letter that the main focus of Peter becomes the subject of God’s wrath and judgment on 
unbelievers; specifically as it has been declared concerning His second coming in glory and supreme authority 
(Mat 25:31; Luk 12:40; Acts 1:10-11; Titus 2:13; 1Pe 1:13; Rev 1:7; 19:11-16).

Keep in mind that it is the very fact of the Lord’s return that Peter in both of his letters places a strong emphasis 
on in our motivation to live holy lives in this world since we will give an account and since our treasure is in 
heaven. So the attack seems to be specifically set on the subject of the second coming of Christ. John MacAr-
thur points out that while Peter speaks to the second coming of Christ in his first letter, in this second letter he 
seems to double down by testifying to his eyewitness account of the power and majesty of Christ as it will be 
displayed when He returns.

Peter says but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty which speaks to the life, death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus. During His ministry, Jesus said to His disciples:

This was exactly fulfilled while in Caesarea Philppi on top of Mount Hermon as recorded in Matthew:
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[Mat 16:28 NASB] 28 "Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste 
death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom."

[Mat 17:1-8 NASB] 1 Six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and led them 
up on a high mountain by themselves. 2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, 
and His garments became as white as light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with 
Him. 4 Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, 
one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed 



There were two instances in which the Father audibly spoke from heaven that produced eyewitnesses to the 
event; at the Lord’s baptism by John the Baptist (Mat 3:17) and at this event, the Transfiguration. But we know 
that Peter is making reference to the Transfiguration as he says and we ourselves heard this utterance made 
from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. There can be no greater confirmation of who 
Christ is than that of The Father speaking forth that confirmation form heaven. It is important to note that this 
is the emphasis of Peter in recollecting this event; the Word of the Father confirming the Son.

The Father said "This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased" which verifies that the Son and the 
Father are one in essence and nature (see John 5:17-20, 23; 10:30; 14:11; 17:21; 2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:15; 2:8-10). 
This would have included all that Jesus taught concerning His second coming as well, an event that all of scrip-
ture points to and of course Peter was an eyewitness to all of Jesus’s ministry and teaching.

19 [So] we have the prophetic word [made] more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 20 But know this 
first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is [a matter] of one's own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was 
ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

The prophetic word made more sure is speaking of the written Word of God. God says of His Word that “the 
word of the Lord endures forever” (Isa 40:6-8; 1Pet 1:25). Even more sure than anyones eyewitness account is the 
everlasting, enduring Word of God. Of Jesus scripture says “in the scroll of the book it is written of Me” (Ps. 40:7; 
Heb 10:7) and that Jesus Christ is the “Spirit of prophecy” (Rev 19:10). Of course it is the fulfillment of prophecy 
that does verify the Word of God as it is unique in its precision, but it is not limited to those who can verify it 
through eyewitness events as the Apostles did.

Peter says we - all of humanity has been given the Word of God to which you do well to pay attention. All 
believers do well in salvation and in remaining on the path of truth when the Word of God is carefully studied 
and regarded so that they could stand against false teaching (Ps. 17:4; Acts 18:28; Eph 6:11, 17). Peter then 
makes a reference to a lamp; the metaphor that scripture gives of itself as a lamp for our feet and path (Ps. 
119:105; 130; Prov 6:23). But specifically it is a reference to the light of salvation as he adds shining in a dark 
place. The whole world is in the darkness of the fall and every heart is dark until the light of the gospel is
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them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen 
to Him!" 6 When the disciples heard [this,] they fell face down to the ground and were terrified. 7 And Jesus 
came to [them] and touched them and said, "Get up, and do not be afraid." 8 And lifting up their eyes, they 
saw no one except Jesus Himself alone.

God’s Revealed Word



planted there. Paul writes to the Corinthians:

Peter again reflects on the second coming. He says until the day dawns. There is a specific moment in history 
when the Lord will return to the earth in brilliant light with power and authority to judge the world (Matt 
24:30; 25:31; Titus 2:13; Rev 1:7) He will then bring about His kingdom of light that will judge and remove the 
wicked and bring in His perfect peace and righteousness with which He will rule the nations:

For the believer, Jesus is already light but there is coming the day when our sanctification will give way to our 
total transformation into glory (Rom 8:29; Phil 3:20-21; John 3:1-2). Peter says and the morning star arises 
in your hearts. It will be the complete fulfillment of the New Covenant when God’s Word is written on the 
hearts of God’s people, with all knowing Him to the full without the need of being taught any longer (Jer 
31:31-40).

All false teachings come into being by the musings of sinful men (Jer 14:14; 23:32; Ezek 13:2). They also come 
by the guidance of dark spiritual forces who aim to deceive mankind. But Peter says no prophecy of Scripture 
is [a matter] of one's own interpretation, no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will - that is 
human intuition. Is a matter of (ginetai) means “comes into being” or “originates” and interpretation (epily-
sis) is not merely a matter of how one explains or understands the scripture. Since in the Greek the noun is a 
genitive the word is indicative of source. This thought is continued as Peter adds but men moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoke from God. This is the same thing that Paul says of scripture to Timothy that “all scripture is God 
breathed ” (2 Tim 3:16)
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[2Co 4:3-6 NASB] 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case 
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and 
ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the 
One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

[Rev 19:11-16 NASB] 11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it [is] 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes [are] a flame of fire, and 
on His head [are] many diadems; and He has a name written [on Him] which no one knows except Himself. 
13 [He is] clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies 
which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white [and] clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 From His 
mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod 
of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His 
thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."




