
[2Pe 2:1-10 NASB] 1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teach-
ers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 
bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the 
way of the truth will be maligned; 3 and in [their] greed they will exploit you with false words; their judg-
ment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 4 For if God did not spare angels when 
they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5 and 
did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when 
He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 and [if] He condemned the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah to destruction by reducing [them] to ashes, having made them an example to those who would 
live ungodly [lives] thereafter; 7 and [if] He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of 
unprincipled men 8 (for by what he saw and heard [that] righteous man, while living among them, felt [his] 
righteous soul tormented day after day by [their] lawless deeds), 9 [then] the Lord knows how to rescue 
the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and 
especially those who indulge the flesh in [its] corrupt desires and despise authority.

(1a) 1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you

But marks out a contrasting transition which Peter will now focus in on. In the first portion of this letter Peter 
has clearly defined the fact that the truth of the gospel was already with the body of Christ. He had referenced 
the fact that they were given the truth by faithful workers through both eyewitness accounts and through what 
was the known, established written Word of God. Additionally there were the Apostolic letters that were being 
circulated and received as “God-breathed” by men who were chosen and qualified by the Lord Himself through 
the Holy Spirit to disseminate Spiritual truth to the body of Christ.

Just as Peter pointed out the fact that were “already established in the truth” (1:12) which was with them, he 
now points out that false teachers arose among the people in reference to Israel and their history as it was 
recorded in the scripture. As we referenced before, Satan began this treachery in the very beginning in the 
Garden of Eden, questioning what God had said in order to deceive Eve and bring about the fall of man. He is 
called the “father of lies” (Jhn 8:44).

Additionally the nation of Israel has always had false teachers who, under Satanic influence, have brought 
about deception and judgment upon Israel (1Ki 22:1-28; Jer 5:30-31; 6:13-15; 23:14-16, 21, 25-27; 28:1-17; 
Ezek 13:1-7, 15-19). Peter will use several examples from the Old Testament history to illustrate this point. But 
there is perhaps no greater example of false teachers that deceive than that of what most closely resembles the 
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faith, yet keeps people from the heart of God. The pharisees were severely rebuked by Jesus even though they 
were viewed as and thought of themselves as the most pious and holy of the people in all Israel. There was no 
greater rebuke given by Jesus than that which he levied against the Pharisees. Here is just one example:

Jesus went on to say “You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell (v. 33)” 
because they were not entering heaven and kept others from entering (Luke 11:52). Jesus also warned about 
those who would arise to attempt to deceive the church (Matt 24:4-5). One important thing to consider is that 
none of the false teachers would be able to thrive or have an audience if believers practiced discernment and 
the constant repetition that Peter has expressed. Paul told Timothy that times would come when many in the 
professing church would not “endure sound doctrine” but would “accumulate for themselves teachers in 
accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths” 
(2Tim 4:2-4). John MacArthur wrote this concerning this reality:

(1b) who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing 
swift destruction upon themselves.
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[Mat 23:24-28 NASB] 24 "You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! 25 "Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full 
of robbery and self-indulgence. 26 "You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that 
the outside of it may become clean also. 27 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 
whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men's bones and all 
uncleanness. 28 "So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness.

False teachers arise when the church begins to embrace the worldly culture around it. As a result, 
congregations no longer desire to “endure [hold to] sound [healthy] doctrine.” God-centered 
worship and preaching is replaced by man-centered antics and entertainment. A biblical empha-
sis on sin, repentance, and holiness is replaced by an emphasis on self-esteem and felt needs. 
People look for teachers who proclaim only pleasant, positive ideas “in accordance to their own 
desires” because they want “to have their ears tickled.” As a result, these popular teachers 
(whom “they will accumulate for themselves”) will “turn” the minds of the people from the truth, 
leaving them vulnerable to Satan’s deceptive influence.

MacArthur, John. 2 Peter and Jude MacArthur New Testament Commentary (MacArthur New 
Testament Commentary Series) (pp. 70-71). Moody Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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This is the most important point as to the nature of how false teachers operate, they are subtle. No false teach-
er ever announces that they are going to come along and lead many astray as they themselves are deceived, 
rather they come in as Jesus says dressed in sheep's clothing (Mat 7:15). Jude says that these false teachers 
“have crept in unnoticed”(Jude 4). They come in under false pretenses and are very deliberate and cunning in 
how they bring about the false teaching.

Again this is why Peter stressed the repetition of scripture and meditation on it so that it will continue to take 
hold of the hearts and minds of those who have embraced the Lord Jesus Christ and His salvation. It is through 
this constant diet that the body of Christ grows and becomes alert to even the most subtle attempts of false 
teachers to lead people astray. Now the issue here is not the various differences many within the body of Christ 
may have when it comes to non - salvific issues, but teachings that are destructive heresies. These teachings 
literally lead those who teach them and those who embrace them to total and final condemnation and judg-
ment for all eternity.

The same word for destruction used here is the used to describe the fate of the man of sin in 2 Thessalonians 
2:3 and by Peter in 3:7 to describe the fate of the ungodly. So heresies then are not some minor disagreement 
or error, rather they must be contrary to the gospel, but it is cloaked in a pseudo religion. Many false teachers 
will even claim to profess the gospel yet in their teaching there are constant misrepresentations of it or the 
deliberate exclusion of certain aspects of it producing a message that cannot bring about genuine salvation.

This fact is evident by what Peter says next, even denying the Master. This is “to refuse” or “to firmly say no” 
and describes a habitual pattern of rejecting the Master - “ruler” or “Lord”. Master appears in 1 Tim. 6:1,2; 
Titus 2:9; and 1Peter 2:18 as one who has the highest authority, but here and in Luke 2:29; Acts 4:24; 2Tim. 
2:21; Jude 4 and Rev. 6:10 it is a direct reference to Christ or God. So by denying the Master they have refused 
to submit to His supreme authority even if they may speak to certain aspects of the gospel or even all of it. It is 
the pattern of living and teaching that defines the true nature of one claiming to speak for or believe in Jesus 
and His gospel.

By attaching the phrase who bought them to denying the Master, Peter is not teaching a loss of salvation. 
When Jesus said that He will lose none of whom the Father had given Him (John 6:39), He didn’t mean except 
those who teach falsely, rather the that all whom had been given to Him by the Father will be saved. This of 
course has to imply that those whom are His will not be identified by these destructive patterns of lifestyle and 
teaching that deny Him. So what does Peter mean then by saying that these false teachers are bought by God?

In Peter’s time slavery was the normal part of Roman culture. While the master of the house would buy slaves 
and bring them in to his house they would be considered the personal property of the master. As such they had 
an obligation of allegiance to the master, but this was not necessarily the heart attitude of all of the slaves. We 
commonly read of the bond-slave, in fact, Peter referred to himself this way in relationship to Jesus (1:1) and 
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so does Mary (Luke 1:38,48), Simeon (Luke 2:29), Paul (Rom. 1:1; Gal 1:10; Tit 1:1), James (Jam 1:1) and 
Jude (Jude 1:1). The bond-servant’s true heart was revealed when their freedom had been reached through the 
full term of their slave obligation. If the slave loved the master, they could chose to swear loving servcie to the 
master forever and remain under the provision and protection of the master’s house. An awl would be pound-
ed through the ear to indicate that this was now a reality; the bond - slave serves out of love and respect for the 
authority and charatcer of the master.

It does not mean that just because God has created all things and is soveriegn over all things that all people are 
God’s children as many would say, or that God did His part, the rest is up to man. John MacArthur teaches 
most importantly on this verse:

The point is that there is no such thing as someone who is “saved” yet denies the Lordship of Christ. To repent 
and believe in Jesus Christ is to submit to Him as supreme Lord and love Him for it! Rather those who name 
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Many take this statement the Master who bought them to mean that Christ actually has 
purchased redemption in full for all people, even for false teachers. It is commonly thought that 
Christ died to pay in full the penalty for everyone’s sins, whether they ever believe or not. The 
popular notion is that God loves everyone, wants everyone saved, so Christ died for everyone. 
This means His death was a potential sacrifice or atonement that becomes an actual atonement 
when a sinner repents and believes the gospel. Evangelism, according to this view, is convincing 
sinners to receive what has already been done for them. All can believe and be saved if they will, 
since no one is excluded in the atonement. This viewpoint, if taken to its logical conclusion, has 
hell full of people whose salvation was purchased by Christ on the cross. Therefore the lake of 
fire is filled with those damned people whose sin Christ fully atoned for by bearing their punish-
ment under God’s wrath. Heaven will be populated by people who had the same atonement 
provided for them, but they are there because they received it. Christ, in this view, died on the 
cross for the damned in hell the same as He did for the redeemed in heaven. The only difference 
between the redeemed’s fate and that of the damned is the sinner’s choice. This perspective says 
that the Lord Jesus Christ died to make salvation possible, not actual. He did not absolutely 
purchase salvation for anyone. He only removed a barrier for everyone, which merely makes 
salvation potential. The sinner ultimately determines the nature of the atonement and its appli-
cation by what he does. According to this perspective, when Jesus cried, “It is finished,” it really 
should be rendered, “It is stated.”

MacArthur, John. 2 Peter and Jude MacArthur New Testament Commentary (MacArthur New 
Testament Commentary Series) (p. 73). Moody Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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Christ while denying His supreme authority will face swift (tachinos meaning “imminent”) destruction (apōleia 
meaning “eternal damnation”). Jesus said:

2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;

Peter points out a truth that Jesus taught that many will go through the gate that is pleasing to man:

Our whole experience is defined by our senses, yet the Christian life is one of denying the sinful urges of those 
senses as Christ taught that if anyone would come after Him they must deny themselves, take up their cross 
and follow Him (Mat 6:24). Peter told us that our fleshly desires wage war against our souls (1Pe 2:11). The 
reality is that it will not be those who only name Christ that will enter heaven, but those who also do the will 
of the Father (Mat 7:21). It is easy for false teachers to lead many astray because of the appeal to sinful desires 
that they perpetuate.

Peter says they push sensuality (aselgeia), referring to habitual sexual immorality and lewd conduct, but scrip-
ture makes it clear that we, as followers of Christ, are to bring the whole body under submission to the authori-
ty of Christ and not use the grace of God as a ticket to licentious living ( Rom 6:12,13; 8:13; 1 Cor. 6:20; 9:27; 
2Cor. 4:10; Col. 3:5; Jude 4, 7). It’s one thing to stumble into sin that is either immediately or eventually 
repented of, but to teach and promote lifestyles and patterns of sin that are contrary to God’s Word is the 
mark of a false teacher.

It is by these false teachers and false converts that the way of truth will be maligned. It will be slandered and 
defamed by those who observe their behavior. Any activity that is contrary to God’s Word while claiming to be 
in the name of it will bring the tarnishing of its reputation in the eyes of the world. This is Satan’s desire, to 
trash the reputation of the truth so that God is blasphemed. We are to be salt and light and blameless and 
innocent in this world (Mat. 5:13,14,16; Mark 9:50; Rom.13:12; Eph.5:8,9; Col. 4:6; Phil 2:15; 1John 1:7).
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[Jhn 3:16-18 NASB] 16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge 
the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who 
does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God.

[Mat 7:13-14 NASB] 13 "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads 
to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 "For the gate is small and the way is narrow that 
leads to life, and there are few who find it.

Their Pervasive Influence Feeds The Flesh And Stigmatizes the Truth
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It is our holy behavior that becomes recognizable as it stands out in this world. Unfortunately hypocrisy does 
as well.

(3a) and in [their] greed they will exploit you with false words;

Peter has just described the characteristics associated with false teachers and now moves puts his finger on the 
main driving force and ambition that drives them.  Fame, notoriety and fortune are the driving force. The word 
for greed  (pleonexia) means an uncontrollable  desire for money and wealth. The desire is so strong that there 
is no regard for who gets taken advantage of in their quest for meeting that desire. This is why sensuality is 
usually involved because it is what most appeals to those who are their targets. These are the same types of 
people that led Israel astray in the time of Jeremiah:

This is an incredible indictment on those who were supposed to be the spiritual leaders of Israel at the time. 
Paul describing the end times to Timothy also describes those who would claim to represent God while giving 
false comfort and promises of peace when warning is necessary and the judgment of God is certain (1Thes. 
5:3). Today we see these charlatans exploit people as they claim that certain wealth, riches, better, healthier 
and more significant lives will be realized when “seeds of faith” are sown toward the teachers. They claim to 
speak for God when scripture has given no such mandate and when their arbitrary claims are questioned or 
they do not come to pass it is always the fault of the “doubters”.

The word for false that Peter uses (plastos) is the word from which the word plastic comes. In modern history 
plastic has become the wonder substance that has replaced many authentic materials as it has extreme dura-
bility against wear and tear. There are plastic building materials that look like wood and stone. Leather has lots 
of “pleather” imitations out there and we can go on and on, but the idea is that while the words may pass as 
sincere and authentic on the surface the true substance is counterfeit; it only appears to be biblical truth.

(3b) their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.
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[Jer 6:13-15 NASB] 13 "For from the least of them even to the greatest of them, Everyone is greedy for gain, 
And from the prophet even to the priest Everyone deals falsely. 14 "They have healed the brokenness of My 
people superficially, Saying, 'Peace, peace,' But there is no peace. 15 "Were they ashamed because of the 
abomination they have done? They were not even ashamed at all; They did not even know how to blush. There-
fore they shall fall among those who fall; At the time that I punish them, They shall be cast down," says the 
LORD.

The Love Of Money Is The Ambition Of False Teachers

The Certain Judgment of God To Come Upon False Teachers
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From long ago - from the very beginning God is His sovereignty has had His judgment levied against the sons 
of disobedience (Eph 5:6; Col 3:6; Jude 4). Satan is the father of this spirit that works in them (Eph 2:2) and 
the judgment against him was pronounced in Genesis 3 in the garden. To the serpent it was declared by God 
that his head would be crushed by the Savior. While Satan bruised the heal of Jesus on the cross, it is upon that 
very victory that Jesus will return in fire and authority to crush the head of Satan and send him into the abyss 
in chains and will then finally throw him into the lake of fire at the end of His reign on earth (Rev 20).

Additionally all those who through history and those yet to come who under this satanic influence and their 
own sinful passions continue leading people astray heap upon themselves the very wrath of God. Peter will go 
on to describe certain historic events that have demonstrated this, yet people can mistake the patience of God 
with laziness. But Peter says His wrath is not idle, rather it is certain. Peter adds their destruction is not asleep. 
It will come when it is least expected (1Thes. 5:3,4; EPh 5:6; Col 3:6) and it is certain (Psa 2:12; 21:9;110:5; 
Pro.11:4; Isa. 63:3-6;  Mic. 5:15; Nah. 1:2,6; Mat. 3:7; Rom 1:18; 2:5; 1Thes. 1:10; Rev 6:17; 11:18; 14:19; 
15:1; 19:15).

Paul explains why God is patient:

Peter expressed the same idea in 3:3 of this letter

4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of 
darkness, reserved for judgment;

This topic will be discussed in further detail when we cover Jude. We will cover the main point here. The fact is 
that Peter is referencing a time when specific angels were cast into pits of darkness. Since all 1/3 of the angels 
that fell “sinned” when they rebelled along with Satan (Rev 12:3,4; see also Isa. 14 and Ezek. 1 ), the reference 
here has to be talking to a particular group and particular sin; why? Because not all of the fallen angels are 
bound in the abyss which is what committed them to pits of darkness means; it is the pits of darkness within 
hell itself that is called the Abyss (Luke 8:31; Rev 9:11; 11:7; 17:8; 20:1,3).

Paul tells us that we wrestle not against flesh and blood “but against the rulers, against the powers, against the 
world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). 
Daniel’s messenger, Gabriel was held up by the prince of Persia, an angel more powerful than he (Dan 10:13)
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[Rom 9:22-23 NASB] 22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power 
known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 23 And [He did so] to make 
known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory,

The Judgment of The Fallen Angels
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and there are other examples of fallen angels not currently bound as these particular angels are. In Matt. 8:29 
and Luke 8:31 we see that the demons possessing the man feared being cast into the Abyss where their free-
doms to roam and disrupt would have been bound.

Here the main point is that whatever sin Peter is talking about, God did not let it go, rather He brought about 
His punishment on them. Even though they are equally responsible to worship and honor God and the order 
which He created and established, they too were driven by sensuality, arrogance and pride. Just as God dealt 
with these, He will bring judgment upon the wicked of Peter’s time and certainly of all time.

(5) and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven 
others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;

Peter will make this point again in chapter 3. Just as God did not spare the angels, He did not spare the ancient 
world,... when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly. This is the flood account described in Gen-
esis 6 and 7 and here is what the ungodly looked like:

Peter points out the contrasting character and fate of the righteous of God. God preserved Noah, with seven 
others. They were preserved by the only means of salvation that God had provided to them; the ark, but they 
had to go through the door. When the floods came, God did not let those who only looked at and mocked the 
ark go in. They were destroyed as God said they would be even though it was 120 years after the initial com-
mand given to Noah to build the ark.

(6-8) 6 and [if] He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing [them] to 
ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly [lives] thereafter; 7 and [if] He 
rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 8 (for by what he saw and 
heard [that] righteous man, while living among them, felt [his] righteous soul tormented day after day by 
[their] lawless deeds),

After God had called Abraham and his family out of Chaldean land and brought him into Canaan, his nephew
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[Gen 6:5-7 NASB] 5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every 
intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 The LORD was sorry that He had made man on 
the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 The LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from 
the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have 
made them."

The Judgment of The Ancient World

The Judgment of Sodom And Gomorrah
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Lot had chosen to settle into the Jordon River Valley since he saw that it was fertile and that there were the large 
cities in the Valley as recorded in Genesis 13 where it was already stated that the men of Sodom were “wicked 
exceedingly and sinners against the Lord” (v.13). In Genesis 18 after the Lord and two angels visit Abraham, 
they let him know that they were about to visit judgment on the cities because “the outcry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is indeed great, and their sin is exceedingly grave” (v. 20). In Genesis 19 as the two angels arrive in 
Sodom where Lot was a gate keeper, they settled in his house as he requested them to do because he knew the 
men of the city were wicked.

For those who have tried to maintain that homosexuality is “natural” and somehow “God- created” they will 
claim that the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was the lack of hospitality and kindness to strangers, however the 
account as laid out in Genesis 19 makes it clear that they were consumed with their perversion:

Then Lot attempted to reason with them and even shamefully offered his two virgin daughters to the men of 
the city in an attempt to quench their passions and “protect” the angels of the Lord. Notice the response:

Even when the angels had smote all of the men with total blindness they “wearied themselves trying to find the 
doorway” (v.11). Peter describes their sin as the sensual conduct of unprincipled men and Lot felt [his] righ-
teous soul tormented day after day by [their] lawless deeds). At the command of the angles Lot brought his 
wife and two daughters out of the city and fled to Zoar and then the two cities and all of the inhabitants were 
completely destroyed from heaven (Gen 19:24-25). To this day the ruins of Sodom and Gomorrah have not 
been uncovered. Peter says that this incident is an example to those who would live ungodly [lives] thereafter 
and it is referenced over twenty times in scripture.

Just like the flood of Noah’s day, the destruction of these two cities demonstrates the reality that no one will 
be able to escape the judgment of the Lord at the time He has determined to carry it out. The complete 
destruction and burial of the sinful in both of these cases paints the picture of everlasting judgment. 

(9-10a) 9 [then] the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous 
under
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[Gen 19:4-5 NASB] 4 Before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, surrounded the house, 
both young and old, all the people from every quarter; 5 and they called to Lot and said to him, "Where are 
the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have relations with them."

[Gen 19:9 NASB] 9 But they said, "Stand aside." Furthermore, they said, "This one came in as an alien, and 
already he is acting like a judge; now we will treat you worse than them." So they pressed hard against Lot and 
came near to break the door.
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punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in [its] corrupt desires 
and despise authority.

These examples from history that Peter uses demonstrate that God will bring about His wrath on the wicked 
while His eye is on His own people whom He will deliver. Peter says [then] the Lord knows how to rescue the 
godly from temptation. While still in the earthly tent we have to contend with the sin in our mortal bodies, but 
through the Holy Spirit (Col. 1:27) and the new creation in us (Rom 7:22; 2Cor 4:16; 2 Cor 5:17; Eph 3:16) 
we have been equipped by God to not be overtaken with sin. Paul writes to the Corinthians:

This is the mark of the believer of God and when we do sin He brings us to repentance and is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sin as we confess it (1John 1:9). Consuming sin that overtakes the life so as to define the 
person is not the outcome of those who have been saved. Paul encourages believers with this:

On the contrary, He also knows how to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment. 
While it may seem that God will never “do anything” concerning the lawless deeds of mankind, He knows of 
their sin which is accumulating against them (Rom 2:3-10). Even though all of the wicked who perish are 
immediately in hell separated form God (Matt. 10:28; Luke 16), they all await the great white throne judgment 
where all of the dead will be thrown into the lake of fire in the second death (Rev 20:11-15).

Peter adds especially those who indulge the flesh in [its] corrupt desires and despise authority. Notice the 
connection between indulging the corrupt desires of the flesh and despising authority. Unlike the claims of the 
rebellious to be free in their lifestyles, they are in total bondage to their sin. Paul explains in Romans:
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[1Co 10:13 NASB] 13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will 
not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so 
that you will be able to endure it.

[Phl 1:6 NASB] 6 [For I am] confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the 
day of Christ Jesus.

[Rom 1:21-27 NASB] 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they 
became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and 
four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so 
that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped 
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them over 
to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, 27 and in the same 
way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men 
with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.
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