
[2Pe 2:10b -22 NASB] 10b Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties, 11 
whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before 
the Lord. 12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, 
reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed, 13 
suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are 
stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery 
that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; 15 
forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the [son] of Beor, who 
loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, [for] a mute 
donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. 17 These are springs with-
out water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved. 18 For speaking 
out arrogant [words] of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from 
the ones who live in error, 19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for 
by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the 
world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are over-
come, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it would be better for them not to 
have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment 
handed on to them. 22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS TO ITS 
OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washing, [returns] to wallowing in the mire."

(10b - 11) 10b Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties, 11 whereas 
angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord.

In his first epistle, one of Peter’s major themes was that the children of God live in submission to the Father’s 
will. We are to be subordinate in all human institutions as God has ordained them for the good of society and 
as we submit to them in the manner in which He has commanded it demonstrates our trust and faith in our 
Father to work all things out for our good. Jesus could not call Himself the Son of God and then not submit to 
what the Father had commanded. In fact His obedience to the Father is one of the major themes of proof He 
would always point to as the evidence of the validity of what He was teaching and proclaiming; it is what He 
clearly defined as what made Him distinct as from the Father:
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[Jhn 10:37-38 NASB] 37 "If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 38 but if I do them, 
though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in 
Me, and I in the Father."



In fact, it was in the unwillingness to submit to Jesus that unbelievers demonstrate who their father is:

The posture of a believer; especially a mature believer is one of humility and subordination to what God has 
ordained and commanded, not defiance and rebellion to it. In the Old Testament, David is referred to by God 
as one after His own heart. David was not perfect by a long shot, but one of the truly defining characteristics 
of his “heart” toward God, was his heart of submission to what God has ordained. One of the best examples 
of this was demonstrated when David was hiding from Saul in the wilderness of Engedi and Saul took 3,000 
men to hunt David down.

While Saul had come to very cave where David and his men were hiding he went in to relieve himself and Davids 
men encouraged him to kill Saul since God had already promised to deliver Saul into Davids hand. But David 
instead cut off a piece of Saul’s robe so that he could show Saul after he exited that he had the chance to kill 
him. Even this act of “defiance” set trouble in David’s heart. Here is what he said to his men afterward:

David clearly was convicted that Saul, although already declared by God to be stripped of his kingship, was 
none the less ordained by God until God removed him from his position. David did not want to assume that 
power or authority, but he feared God. We are told by God that killing is murder and worthy of capital punish-
ment because all humanity is made in the image of God, expressing His sovereign authority over all life (Gen 
9:6). In the created order of things God has assigned roles of subordination for both man and angelic beings 
and those who are submitted to God in reverence will not act out in arrogance against these appointed orders.

Peter describes these false teachers with the key description of being self - willed (authadēs) meaning self  - 
pleasing and arrogant. They do not fear God or have any respect for what He has established. In fact they are 
so arrogant that they are even daring (tolmētēs) or reckless in their teaching and practice. How far has their 
daring behavior gone? Peter gives the example of their bold actions of reviling (blasphēmeō) or slandering 
angelic majesties. As we read further on the context of who these angelic authorities are is defined. They are 
fallen angels or demons, yet just as fallen man is still made in the image of God and therefore has a God-given 
dignity, fallen “majesties” are still majestic in their sphere of power and influence in God’s created order, a 
realm which human beings have no understanding as Paul made cl

[Jhn 8:43-44 NASB] 43 "Why do you not understand what I am saying? [It is] because you cannot hear My 
word. 44 "You are of [your] father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, 
he speaks from his own [nature,] for he is a liar and the father of lies.

[1Sa 24:5-6 NASB] 5 It came about afterward that David's conscience bothered him because he had cut off 
the edge of Saul's [robe.] 6 So he said to his men, "Far be it from me because of the LORD that I should do 
this thing to my lord, the LORD'S anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, since he is the LORD'S 
anointed."
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realm which human beings have no understanding as Paul made clear (Eph 6:12; 2Cor 10:3-5). We are told in 
Psalm 8:5  that man has been made lower than the angels. Early on in his discipleship the Lord sent out 70 of 
His disciples to proclaim the gospel as it had not yet been proclaimed. We read of their report upon their 
return in Luke chapter 10:

It is interesting that combined with the authority for their task was the fact that Jesus said “nothing will injure 
you”. This is important to point out before we as believers assume that we can just go around casually com-
manding forces directly that we know nothing about since Jesus spent most of His time warning His disciples 
that they would actually suffer for His name. Just like many of the sign gifts, this aspect of what Jesus had 
“assigned” to those who were the first to take the message of the gospel out did not become the focus of the 
gospel message, rather it was the aspect of repenting and being forgiven of sin through Christ as we see Him 
point his disciples immediately to in the next verse:

Some time after we read of the events of the transfiguration and upon their descent from the mountain Jesus 
is approached by a man whose son had a demon, a demon which some disciples of Jesus could not cast out. 
What is interesting is the response of Jesus to His disciples:

This would seem a bit strange since there was no “formula” for prayer and fasting given to the disciples previ-
ously when it came to commanding the enemy powers in Jesus’s name. Here we read the rebuke is in the fact 
that they were of little faith, so what is Jesus saying; that we need to be a super powerful Christian with super 
faith in order to have this demon commanding power? It seems that their approach had become self - reliant 
and maybe even casual. Notice how now Jesus tells them that prayer and fasting are required. This really 

[Luk 10:17-19 NASB] 17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in 
Your name." 18 And He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. 19 "Behold, I 
have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing 
will injure you.

[Mat 17:17-21 NASB] 17 And Jesus answered and said, "You unbelieving and perverted generation, how long 
shall I be with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring him here to Me." 18 And Jesus rebuked him, and 
the demon came out of him, and the boy was cured at once. 19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and 
said, "Why could we not drive it out?" 20 And He said to them, "Because of the littleness of your faith; for 
truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to 
there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you. 21 ["But this kind does not go out except by 
prayer and fasting."]

[Luk 10:20 NASB] 20 "Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that 
your names are recorded in heaven."
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points to a complete reliance on God and His Spirit in an attitude of submission and sobriety as to the severity 
of the situation. Their confidence and faith was in their ability and words and that is why they were rebuked. 

The false teachers of Peter’s day were not only attempting to command spirits in their own ability, but they 
were not even true disciples of Christ making them even the more arrogant and foolish. We read in Acts the 
account of some Jewish false teachers who were actually attempting to use the name of Christ to go around 
and command spirits most likely for their own personal gain:

Many false teachers today can’t and won’t preach the clear gospel message and yet go around boasting of 
great power and authority in the name of Jesus over the demonic realm as if they even understood at all. No 
real believer is given much information in the bible at all about these powers except that it is through genuine 
faith in Christ and the sober and submissive reliance on Him in prayer that any such forces are overcome, as it 
is not in our “own power and skill” to simply bind or command spirits.

This is emphasized even more as Peter now compares the angelic to the angelic. He says whereas angels who 
are greater in might and power, referring to the holy, unfallen angels do not bring a reviling judgment against 
them before the Lord. Here Peter points out that not even the holy angels of God, from their high and honor-
able position, bring slander against the fallen angels. This is obviously based on the same reason that David 
held back against Saul. These angels have a reverence for God and respect His power and authority and wait 
for Him to deal with the fallen angels as He either does directly or gives them the authority to do so. They do 
not act as their own sovereign authority. We will see even more examples of this in Jude’s letter. Matthew Henry 
provides some good perspective on this:
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[Act 19:13-16 NASB] 13 But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted to 
name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, "I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul 
preaches." 14 Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 And the evil spirit answered 
and said to them, "I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?" 16 And the man, in whom was 
the evil spirit, leaped on them and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that 
house naked and wounded.

3. Angels bring their accusations of sinful creatures before the Lord; they do not publish their faults, and tell their 
crimes to their fellow-creatures, in a way of calumny and slander; but it is before the Lord, who is the Judge, and will 
be the avenger, of all impiety and injustice.
4. Good angels mingle no bitter revilings nor base reproaches with any of the accusations or charges they bring 
against the wickedest and worst of criminals. Let us, who pray that God's will may be done on earth as it is in 
heaven, imitate the angels in this particular; if we complain of wicked men, let it be to God, and that not with rage 
and reviling, but with compassion and composedness of mind, that may evidence that we belong to him who is 
meek and merciful.

Matthew Henry Commentary on 2Peter 2



(12-13a) 12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, 
reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed, 13 
suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. Peter makes use of the natural food chain to describe these 
foolish false teachers. Unreasoning animals can’t think or reason and the drive to feed will often cause it to be 
ensnared in a predators trap leading it to be captured and killed. Just as animals who cannot reason, these 
false teachers are reviling where they have no knowledge. They rebuke and command entities of which they 
are completely ignorant nor can they even see. Peter says in the destruction of those creatures, the fallen 
angels, so will these who present themselves as teachers of the truth who, in the name of Christ, really promote 
themselves will also be destroyed. 

(13b - 14) 13b They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in 
their deceptions, as they carouse with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing 
unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; In contrast to most who while committing 
sinful acts do it under the cover of night (1 Thes 5:7), these false teachers arrogantly flaunted their sinful acts; 
they had no shame about them. The fact that they sought to revel in the daytime shows that their goal was 
promote their sin as part of their teaching. They are proud of what they do as Peter describes them reveling in 
their deceptions. These know that they are deceiving others and do not care and are even proud as they benefit 
from their craft at the expense of their undiscerning prey.

Peter adds that while they celebrate their open rebellion that is cloaked with religious overtones, they carouse 
with you, meaning feasting or entertaining together in public. We are told by Paul in his letter to the Corinthi-
ans:

Some commentators point out the Peter may have been referring to the Lord’s Supper here, that they celebrat-
ed it in such a way so as to discount it in reality since they celebrated it under the false pretenses of serving the 
Lord and shepherding His people. Paul addressed this as well to the Corinthians:
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[1Co 5:9-11 NASB] 9 I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; 10 I [did] not at all 
[mean] with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then 
you would have to go out of the world. 11 But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother 
if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler--not even to eat 
with such a one.

[1Co 11:28-30 NASB] 28 But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and 
drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the 
body rightly. 30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.

Their Actions Prove Who They Are

Their Certain Destruction



Even when they cannot openly carry out their sin, their minds never cease from actively sinning as their appetite 
for it is unrestrained. Peter adds having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin. Jesus taught that the 
true depth of our sin is not merely what is carried out with action but it is what is in the heart and used the 
example of adultery to convey the point (Matt 5:28). They not only acted out sinfully but thought about it 
every chance they had. One who schemes and plots to take advantage of the weak and unsuspecting must also 
work overtime to be successful at their scheming and keep the plot moving along.

To the shame of the “church” that allows them to practice and teach such things Peter calls them unstable 
souls. Listen to the exhortation of Paul to believers:

James also refers to those who are weak in faith as double - minded and unstable in all his ways (Jas. 1:6-8). 
The false teachers are active and skilled at enticing these unstable souls.

The one thing that these false teachers are disciplines in is their craft. Peter says they have a heart trained in 
greed. Trained (gymnazō) means “to exercise vigorously, in any way, either the body or the mind” Rather than 
submitting to the authority of the Lord and training in His Word, they have submitted to their fleshly desire of 
self - love. They are fully devoted to themselves and use the cloak of Christianity to feed their greed; their prima-
ry motivation as Peter has already pointed out in verse 3 and will build upon next.

(15-16) 15 Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the [son] 
of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, 
[for] a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.

Such an example of one who defied God for the sake of money was Balaam, that his actions are mentioned by 
Peter here as “the way of Balaam” by James as the “error of Balaam” (v.11) and by Jesus in His letter to the 
church at Pergamum as he calls it the “teaching of Balaam” (Rev 2: 14). These false teachers were forsaking 
the right way, which means that they were aware of the right way to begin with and yet were directly rejecting 
it in order that their selfish desires would be fulfilled. In this they have gone astray, having followed the way 
of Balaam. In the account recorded in Numbers 22, Balaam was not a man of God, nor of the people of God
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[Eph 4:11-14 NASB] 11 And He gave some [as] apostles, and some [as] prophets, and some [as] evangelists, 
and some [as] pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building 
up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 14 As a result, we are 
no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;

They Serve Mammon



but he was one who practiced “divination” as many in ancient Pagan cultures did. We see it practiced by the 
magicians of Babylon in the time of Daniel and even before as evidenced by this account of Balaam who was 
from a city along the Euphrates River. There has been evidence that there was even a cultic religion of “proph-
ets” from that region. We see it practiced by the magicians in Pharaohs court when Moses confronted him 
(Exo. 7:11,22; 8:7,18, see also 2 Tim 3:8). It is an extremely dangerous practice because there is a very real and 
evil spiritual realm seeking to mislead and eventually destroy anyone who seeks out spirits.

This is why God specifically forbids it for His people in the law. In Leviticus we read:

In the second giving of the law we read:

In his rebuke of King Saul, Samuel compared rebellion to the “sin of divination”; going directly against the 
Word of the Lord (1Sam. 15:23). Israel, under wicked kings practiced it, worshiping Baal and sacrifices their 
children in the fire (2Ki 17:17; 21:6; 2Chr 33:6) and when Israel was being judged for these there were still false 
prophets who were trying to lead Israel astray with divination (Jer 14:14; Eze 12:24; 13:6, 7, 23; 16:13-19).

In the New Testament record in the book of Acts we see the account of Paul rebuking the spirit of divination 
out of a slave girl who had made her masters money through her fortune telling (Acts 16:13-19). The whole 
city rose up in a rebellion against Paul and Silas because they cast out the demon and took away from the slave 
girl’s owners their means of gain.

As Peter recalls the Balaam comparing these false teachers to him, despite all of the other sinful activity 
surrounding their fleshly appetites, it is the wages of unrighteousness that was loved the most. Balaam was a 
“prophet” for hire and was apparently known about by the King of Moab, Balak,  who feared the numbers of 
the Israelites that had come to camp in the plains of Moab. Balak desired that a curse be placed on Israel so 
that his armies could wipe them out. Balak sent elders from Moab and Midian with “the fees for divination in 
their hand” and they sought Balaam to do what Balak had requested.

In the first half of numbers (7-12) Balaam doesn’t do what the elders requested and even seems to be obedient 
to what God had told him to not do, but he didn’t immediately tell them the whole truth, rather he said he 
could not go with them. But God told him right away that he could not curse Israel for they are blessed by God, 
and so it would seem that Balaam was using his “poker face” in order to gain more funds. Although God 
permitted Balaam to go to Balak, He was angry as he knew Balaam wanted to do what was evil for money. We 
read of the account of his donkey rebuking him as an angel of the Lord was ready to slay him (Num 22:22-35)
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[Lev 19:26 NASB] 26 'You shall not eat [anything] with the blood, nor practice divination or soothsaying.

[Deu 18:10 NASB] 10 "There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass 
through the fire, one who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a 
sorcerer,



Peter says that Balaam received a rebuke for his own transgression, [for] a mute donkey, speaking with a 
voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. Balaam’s evil intentions to get paid by the wicked king 
even though it would anger God were restrained by a talking donkey and the angel of the Lord. Balaam did not 
curse Israel and indeed blessed them three times as recorded through chapter 23. But that is not all there is the 
story.

Later in Numbers 31 we read of an apparent “back door” approach that Balaam took in order to receive his 
wages. Under the command of Moses the Midianites were destroyed, but the armies spared the women and 
children and took the spoil. Along with the slain kings is Balaam (Num 31:8) who was slain as well. Moses con-
fronted the leaders of the armies for taking the Midianite women:

Apparently Balaam had counseled Balak to have the Midianite women camp close to the camp of Israel in the 
plains of Moab in order to entice the Israelite men into marriage, fornication and idolatry in order to get them 
to bring a curse upon themselves. God had strictly forbidden marriage between the Hebrews and their Pagan 
neighbors (Exo. 23:32; 34:12-16). Balaam, like the false teachers Peter is addressing, knew that the lusts of the 
flesh would easily overtake the Israelites and cause them to fall into sinful Pagan practices that God had strictly 
forbidden. Obviously this was an effective approach the brought a “plague” among the congregation. 

So even though Balaam witnessed and talking donkey and the angel of the Lord who was ready to kill him and 
even though he received word from the Lord that Israel is a blessed people of God, he still desired getting rich 
so much that he was willing to manufacture a second hand way to curse Israel without actually pronouncing 
it himself. But in his sin he was deceived because “God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will 
also reap” (Gal 6:7).

Page 8

Session 6 - 2:10b - 16

[Num 31:15-18 NASB] 15 And Moses said to them, "Have you spared all the women? 16 "Behold, these 
caused the sons of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, 
so the plague was among the congregation of the LORD. 17 "Now therefore, kill every male among the little 
ones, and kill every woman who has known man intimately. 18 "But all the girls who have not known man 
intimately, spare for yourselves.


