
[2Pe 2:17 -22 NASB] 17 These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black 
darkness has been reserved. 18 For speaking out arrogant [words] of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, 
by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, 19 promising them freedom while 
they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 20 For if, 
after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 
21 For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to 
turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them. 22 It has happened to them according to the 
true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washing, [returns] to wallow-
ing in the mire."

(17 - 19) 17 These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has 
been reserved. 18 For speaking out arrogant [words] of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, 
those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, 19 promising them freedom while they themselves 
are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 

In the state of fallenness, humanity has a much more elevated view of itself than what is the reality. Ephesians  
2: 1&2 tells us that all humanity is born “dead” in trespasses and sin and are under the influence of the world 
and its prince. Paul summarizes from Old Testament scripture the natural spiritual state of humanity  in his 
letter to the Romans:

Jesus clearly stated His purpose for coming into the world is to give true life to those who trust in Him:
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[Rom 3:10-18 NASB] 10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 11 THERE 
IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 12 ALL HAVE TURNED 
ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE 
IS NOT EVEN ONE." 13 "THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE, WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP 
DECEIVING," "THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS"; 14 "WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF 
CURSING AND BITTERNESS"; 15 "THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, 16 DESTRUCTION 
AND MISERY ARE IN THEIR PATHS, 17 AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN." 18 
"THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES."

[Jhn 10:10 NASB] 10 "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and 
have [it] abundantly.



To illustrate the need that all humanity has for Jesus He used two very familiar necessities of physical life that 
are critical to sustaining our bodies as metaphors. He stated that He is the “bread of life” (Jhn 6:35, 48) and 
that those who eat of Him shall never hunger. But even more important than bread is water. Jesus said:

One of the plagues brought upon Egypt by God was the contamination of their fresh water supply with blood 
and in Revelation the Lord will bring about the ruin of the majority of the world’s fresh water supply in the same 
type of judgment upon sinful humanity. In the time of Elijah God shut of the heavens in Israel so that no fresh 
water fell to nourish the earth (1Ki. 8:35; 2Ch.6:26). Just as someone stranded on the ocean cannot drink of 
it and just as a mirage in the desert offers no real life, these false teachers are only springs without water and 
mists driven by a storm. They may appear to have true spiritual content but it is ultimately void of the whole 
council of God and falls short of real life.

False teachers wear a cloak of Christianity but the focus ultimately is not on the person and character of Christ 
and therefor cannot be from God. Those who would be led astray by their teaching may think that they are 
“eating and drinking” but are in reality starving to death. Hell awaits all who reject the salvation that is offered 
by God through His Son. Peter isn’t soft of these false teachers for whom the black darkness has been 
reserved, which is hell (Matt. 8:12; 22:13; 25:30; Jde 1:13), but he pronounces the certain outcome of their 
self -serving corruption. 

Paul said that the mission of a true Christ - like shepherd is to “preach Christ” (1Cor 1:17, 23; 2Cor 4:5; Eph 
3:8). But these false teachers are preaching themselves and their own man - centered ideas. They are speaking 
out arrogant [words] of vanity. Just as they are arrogant to slander spiritual beings and order them around of 
their own initiative, they are arrogant to offer up their own “substance” and earthly “wisdom” in place of the 
solid Word of God. They are vainly building on their own foundation. Solomon wrote:

Paul wrote to the Corinthians that there is no other foundation that has been laid (1 Cor 3:11) than the gospel; 
that is Christ crucified for sinners according to the scriptures. But the arrogance and vanity of these teachers is 
to offer up their own teaching and knowledge that is not founded in what has already been established. They 
offer “something new” as if they had profound extra knowledge from God yet it has not been established in His 
Word. So those who hear it must submit to it and to those who would be critical they are the “foolish” and the
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[Jhn 7:37, 38NASB] ...."If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the 
Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"

[Psa 127:1 NASB] 1 ... Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD 
guards the city, The watchman keeps awake in vain.



and the “haters”. Again we look to the warning that Paul gave to young Timothy as he would confront these 
things in his own ministry:

These vain teachers are able to rise to prominence and carry such a weighty influence because those who listen 
to them are hungry with the same fleshly desires. Peter says that they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality. 
We often think of sexuality when we hear the word sensuality, but it covers our entire physical experience. We 
are by nature sensual beings as we experience this physical life through our five senses; feel, taste, touch, sight 
and sound. The natural man often allows the experience to define understanding and principle; “if it makes me 
feel good it must be right”. But true spiritual understanding and Christian maturity is not defined by physical 
experience, it is defined by the Word of God and its precepts which help believers to discern what is experi-
enced in the physical to be either right or wrong according to God’s objective truth.

These arrogant teachers have so many amazing and tantalizing stories of experiences that bring “so much 
more” to the Christian life that those who do not have their senses elevated in the same way are left to feel that 
their simple faith based on the written Word is somehow lacking or not real. God must be “experienced” in 
order for faith to be valid. The real damage is done as the teaching of these charlatans “guide” those who are 
not saved but feel unsatisfied with life. They are aware that something isn’t quite right; that something is miss-
ing, an overall feeling of dissatisfaction as a result of their own sin. Rather than delivering a proper teaching of 
the law and grace, these blind guides appeal to the “senses” by offering false hope with no genuine conviction 
or salvation. John MacArthur states this on this portion of Peter’s text:  
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[2Ti 4:3 NASB] 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but [wanting] to have their 
ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,

Individuals who follow false teachers are those who barely escape from the ones who live in error. In other words, 
they are men and women who through moral resolution are trying to better themselves. They include people who 
struggle with broken relationships, wrestle with emotional “felt needs” and spiritual problems, and desperately 
desire relief from guilt, anxiety, and stress. They are dissatisfied with the lifestyle of the ones who live in error—the 
average mass of unregenerate humanity—and seek some better way to live (cf. Mark 10:17–22) or some form of 
religious experience (cf. Acts 8:18–24). But that does not mean they are truly redeemed. In fact, in their dissatisfac-
tion, loneliness, and self-betterment attempts, they are highly vulnerable to the seductive exploitations of false 
teachers. In appealing to these people, false teachers promise freedom and victory while they themselves are slaves 
of corruption.

MacArthur, John. 2 Peter and Jude MacArthur New Testament Commentary (MacArthur New Testament Commen-
tary Series) (p. 105). Moody Publishers. Kindle Edition. 



So what appears to be godly religion is really a whole tangled web of “self - help” religiosity that never ultimate-
ly  satisfies and much worse, never actually saves. It becomes the never ending pursuit of those who live in error 
to obtain what the false teachers claim to “have”. Since these false teachers are often driven by their lust for 
power, notoriety, wealth and esteem, they can never offer true life or freedom to those who seek to gain what 
they have. Peter says for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.

(20 - 22) 20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for 
them than the first. 21 For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than 
having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them. 22 It has happened to them 
according to the true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washing, 
[returns] to wallowing in the mire."

As we have meditated on in 1Peter, the heart of the gospel is that we submit to the Father through Jesus Christ. 
We, as believers, recognize His authority and even though we still struggle with sin, there is a perpetual drive 
and desire to do what is pleasing to the Lord. Peter challenges the sheep to strive for the excellencies of the 
character of Christ and these qualities can only be brought about by the life - giving Holy Spirit as we pursue 
Christ in what has been revealed of Him in scripture.

The author of Hebrews challenges the Hebrews to go beyond being partakers to being true converts and warns 
of the dangers of not doing so:

In this case those Hebrews that have been involved in and surrounded by the workings of God through the lives 
of true believers who had been convinced of the reality of who Christ is, yet they themselves had not really com-
mitted, they were in danger of being tempted to leave the true faith and in that case will have denied the gospel, 
even if they are “religious”. Peter speaks of these false teachers as having “found a better life” by attaching 
themselves to Christianity and benefiting from its name; they have escaped the defilements of the world by 
the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. They have been exposed to the Word and the truth and
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False Teachers Have a Form of Godliness but Deny the Power Thereof

[Heb 6:4-6 NASB] 4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly 
gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers 
of the age to come, 6 and [then] have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they 
again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.



may even know a lot about it just as the demons do (Jas 2:19), but there has been no genuine repentance and 
recognition of Christ as Lord even though there are the attempts to be “better” or be religious.  Jesus told the 
parable of the soils in which there are four types of soil described (Mat. 13; Mar 4; Luk 8). While some types 
of soil appeared as though they had received the seed of the gospel, time revealed the only soil in which the 
seed had genuinely taken root. John wrote about false converts in the same way:

Just as the author of Hebrews warned of the certain doom of those who walk away from the gospel, Peter 
issues a solemn warning to these false teachers and those who follow them by stating that the last state has 
become worse for them than the first. For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righ-
teousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them. For those 
who “practice” Christianity for any reason other than genuine repentance and faith (the way of righteousness), 
the danger is to believe so strongly in false presumptions about the truth, that the heart becomes even more 
hardened when it all comes up empty. Additionally for those false teachers who do receive the benefits from 
fleecing non - discerning crowds, their arrogance and contentment in the things that fill their fleshly lusts, keep 
them in rejection of repentance all the way to eternal darkness.

When confronted by the false teaching Pharisee’s for casting out a demon, Jesus responded with the exact 
same warnings that Peter talks about here:
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[1Jo 2:17-19 NASB] 17 The world is passing away, and [also] its lusts; but the one who does the will of God 
lives forever. 18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many 
antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were 
not [really] of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but [they went out,] so that it 
would be shown that they all are not of us.

[Mat 12:27-45 NASB] 27 "If I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast [them] out? For this 
reason they will be your judges. 28 "But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has 
come upon you. 29 "Or how can anyone enter the strong man's house and carry off his property, unless he first 
binds the strong [man?] And then he will plunder his house. 30 "He who is not with Me is against Me; and he 
who does not gather with Me scatters. 31 "Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven 
people, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. 32 "Whoever speaks a word against the Son of 
Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in 
this age or in the [age] to come. 33 "Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its 
fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. 34 "You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? 
For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. 35 "The good man brings out of [his] good treasure 
what is good; and the evil man brings out of [his] evil treasure what is evil. 36 "But I tell you that every careless 
word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment. 37 "For by your words you 
will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." 38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to



What an amazing verdict and sincere warning against those, who despite the reality of the person of Jesus 
Christ will not be content with Him alone. To those who are unbelieving, the sign is more important than the 
person of Christ. His miracles, however according to His chastisement here, were only there to serve the 
purpose of validating His claims, but the greatest sign would be His death, burial and resurrection in accor-
dance with the scriptures. Jesus claims here that even those who mock His name in ignorance can be forgiven, 
but those who go beyond all reason, even to the point of attributing to Satan the work of the Holy Spirit, 
demonstrate that they are actively defiant to what has been completely revealed to them about the work and 
heart of God in His Son.  

It is the same knowledgeable rejection that the unbelieving of Israel clung to in the wilderness (Exo. 17; Num. 
14:22,23; Ps. 78:40-53; Heb. 3:8,13) after being delivered from the hand of Pharaoh and witnessing the work 
of God. It is the same willful rejection that Judas acted in being intimately involved in the work of the Spirit in 
the ministry of Christ and His teaching, yet betraying the Lord for the silver of the world while forfeiting his own 
soul. False teachers who claim to speak for God and have great knowledge of Him will ultimately end up deny-
ing some aspect of the truth about who Christ is or attribute to the Holy Spirit, the lies and trickery that they 
engage in which lead people astray.

Again consider the Pharisee's here. All of Israel trusted them and feared them as the utmost “religious” men. 
They were pious and had plenty of man - made doctrines (Mat. 15:9; Mar7:7), yet when confronted with the 
actual character of God revealed in the Son, they willfully rejected the ministry of the Holy Spirit revealed in 
Christ’s words and works as the true heart of the law. For those who in Peter’s time, and in our modern time, 
peddled in the truth using experiences and teachings that pander to fleshly desires in order to “validate” them-
selves in the minds of the undiscerning, they know what they are doing. Yet they attribute their false words and 
work to the Holy Spirit.  Their work is at best alarmingly defiant as an act of willful disobedience for personal 
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Him, "Teacher, we want to see a sign from You." 39 But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulter-
ous generation craves for a sign; and [yet] no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; 40 for 
just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will 
the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 "The men of Nineveh will stand up 
with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and 
behold, something greater than Jonah is here. 42 "[The] Queen of [the] South will rise up with this generation 
at the judgment and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. 43 "Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a 
man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and does not find [it.] 44 "Then it says, 'I will return to 
my house from which I came'; and when it comes, it finds [it] unoccupied, swept, and put in order. 45 "Then 
it goes and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the 
last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this evil generation."



gain and at worse the work of demonic influences through them who claim to be speaking for God and doing 
His work when they are really knowingly leading people astray. For these false teachers and false converts who 
have the full knowledge of the gospel and play at religion, yet deny the work of the Spirit to transform the heart 
and mind, their judgment will be far greater than those who had never heard (see Mat. 10:14-15; 11:22-24; 
Mar. 6:11; Luk. 12:47-48). Finishing the thought is this summary from the writer of Hebrews:

This passage really helps clarify what Peter means by to turn away from the holy commandment handed on 
to them. It is not the pursuit of the law as a means to salvation, but the obedience to the gospel in belief of its 
power to save. That obedience and belief will be content with the truth and wrest in it without needing some-
thing else to validate faith. But for those who have never truly embraced the freeing power of the completed 
work of Christ on the cross, through His own blood, they will ultimately remain enslaved to the same sin they 
were attempting to appear clean of.

Peter uses two “unclean” animals as a metaphor to demonstrate the spiritual reality of those who appear 
“washed” and yet remain in their sin revealing their true nature. From Proverbs 26:11 he quotes "A DOG 
RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT," and then uses a similar example by stating "A sow, after washing, 
[returns] to wallowing in the mire." The dog never ceased being a dog and the sow never ceased being a sow. 
Both animals were icons of uncleanness to the ancient culture and especially the Jews. False teachers by way of 
comparison are the ultimate example of spiritual uncleanness even though they appear spiritual.

The popular modern day “Christian” iconic leaders and teachers who are really spiritual counterfeits use 
personal improvement, self - help challenges and moral platitudes to validate their “wisdom” and credibility. 
Experience is more important than foundational and objective truth and in reality they are in the same bond-
age to their own man - made doctrines as the Pharisees were to theirs and lead others into bondage as well as 
the focus remains on man rather than on Christ and His work on the cross.

Peters warning: Be aware of false teachers by knowing and trusting in the true gospel of Christ. It is the consis-
tent meditation on the truth that guards against being led astray by the enticing work of false teachers.
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[Heb 10:26-31 NASB] 26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no 
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE 
WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES. 28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without 
mercy on [the testimony of] two or three witnesses. 29 How much severer punishment do you think he will 
deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant 
by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who said, "VEN-
GEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE." 31 It is a 
terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.




