
What Must Take Place After This 
(The Millennial Kingdom & the Great White Throne) 

 
Text:  Revelation 20 
Main Idea:  When Christ returns He will defeat His enemies, have Satan bound, and set up 
His throne in Jerusalem and reign for a thousand years on the earth.  At the end of the 
millennial reign Christ will defeat Satan, who will be released, and an army of unbelievers.  
At that point the whole earth will be destroyed, and all the unsaved through the ages will 
be resurrected and given bodies to stand before the Great White Throne Judgment and will 
be cast into eternal hell to be tormented forever and ever.   
 
Introduction to the Millennial Kingdom 
 
The Three Major Positions: 
 

• Amillennialism:  The “a” means 
without.  This is misleading because 
those who hold this position do not 
reject the concept of an earthly 
millennium, a kingdom.  They 
believe Old Testament prophecies of 
the Messiah’s kingdom, but believe 
that those prophesies are being 
fulfilled ______currently__________, 
either by the saints reigning in heaven with Christ, or by the church on the earth.  
Amillennialists believe that the millennial kingdom is happening right now 
spiritually.  But they do deny a literal reign of Christ on the earth.  The hermeneutic 
of the Amillennialist forces them to interpret everything spiritual. 

 



• Postmillennialism:  
“Postmillennialism is in 
some ways the opposite of 
premillennialism.  
Premillennialism teaches 
that Christ will return 
before the Millennium; 
postmillennialism teaches 
that He will return at the 
end of the Millennium.   
Premillennialism teaches 
that the period immediately before Christ’s return will be the worst in human 
history; postmillennialism teaches that before His return will come the best period 
in history, so that Christ will return at the end of a long golden age of peace and 
harmony….That golden age, according to postmillennialism, will result from the 
spread of the ______Gospel___________ throughout the world and the conversion of a 
majority of the human race to Christianity.  Thus ‘Christ will return to a truly 
Christianized world.’ (John MacArthur, Revelation 12-22, page 230).  

 
• Premillennialism:  “Taking the text of Revelation 20 (and the numerous other 

biblical passages that speak of the earthly kingdom) at face value leads to a 
premillennial view of eschatology.  That is, Christ will return, and then establish a 
____literal_______ kingdom on earth, which will last for a thousand years.” (John 
MacArthur, Revelation 12-22, page 229)  

 

 
 



Summary of the three Millennial Views 
 Amillennial Premillennial Postmillennial 
When will 
Christ 
Reign? 

Between the first and 
second comings  
(present reign) 

Immediately after the 
Second Coming  
(future reign) 

Between the first 
and second comings, 
but arriving by 
degrees  
(present reign) 

How will 
Christ 
reign? 

Christ rules over a 
spiritual Kingdom in the 
hearts of believers on 
earth and over the souls 
of the redeemed in 
heaven (spiritual reign) 

Christ will rule 
personally over a literal, 
physical, earthly 
kingdom with Satan 
bound and the curse 
reversed (earthly reign). 

Christ rules in the 
hearts of believers 
as the church brings 
in the Kingdom by 
the triumph of the 
gospel in this world 
(spiritual reign). 

Hitchcock, The End, page 408 
 
Hermeneutics & Methods of Interpretation 
 
“No question facing the student of Eschatology is more important than the question of the 
method to be employed in the interpretation of the prophetic Scriptures.  The adoption of 
different methods of interpretation has produced the variant eschatological positions and 
accounts for the divergent views within a system that confront the student of prophecy.  
The basic differences between the premillennial and amillennial schools and between the 
pretribulation and post-tribulation rapturists are hermeneutical, arising from the adoption 
of divergent and irreconcilable methods of interpretations.” (J. Dwight Pentecost, “Things 
to Come”, page 1) 
 
MacArthur – “There is … no warrant for abandoning the historical, grammatical 
hermeneutic when interpreting prophecy.  Such is purely an arbitrary act on the part of 
the interpreter, based on his presuppositions.  Furthermore, there is no reason to deny a 
literal one thousand years as the during of the kingdom of Christ on earth….It is highly 
doubtful that any symbolic number would be repeated six times in a text, as one thousand 
is here.” 
 
6 Reasons for the Premillennial View (Mark Hitchcock, The End, pages 409-415) 
 
1) Premillennialism best fulfills God’s promises to Abraham and David.  Only the 

premillennial view believers in the literal fulfilment of God’s covenants with Abraham 
and David, namely that God made unilateral unconditional promises to them in Gen 
12:1-3, 15:18 to bless them and give them descendants and give them a land forever.  
Furthermore, 2 Sam 7:12-16 promises David that a descendant would sit on his throne 
and reign over his kingdom forever (Luke 1:32-33).  

 
2) Premillennialism offers the clearest interpretation of the resurrection in Rev 

20:4-6.  Particularly this passage mentions believers “coming to life and reigning with 
Christ for a thousand years.”  Amillennialists have interpreted this passage either to 
refer to the new spiritual life following conversion or a believer’s life in heaven after 



death during the current age.  In both cases the resurrection is spiritual.  However, the 
word used there (ezesan, came to life) appears twelve times in the book of Revelation 
and normally refers to physical life (exception 3:1).  Furthermore, the word for 
resurrection is used 42 times in the NT and 41 of those times refers to bodily 
resurrection.   

 
3) Premillennialism is the earliest view.  Most don’t know this, but the early church 

believed in a premillennial return of Christ.  The view was known as chiliasm from the 
Greek word for thousand.  Advocates of the view were Papias, the bishop of Hierapolis, 
Ireneaus (120-202), Apollinaris, Tertullian (160-230), Victorinus, and Lactantius.   

 
4) Premillennialism gives us the most natural reading of Revelation 20:1-6. 

Premillennialism provides the best way to read Revelation chronologically with the 
flow of events & sequences.  The grammar and chronological markers throughout the 
book of Revelation give a strong indication that Revelation 20:1-6 should be the natural 
next step.  There is nothing in the text that would dictate reading this text in any other 
way.   

 
5) Premillennialism best explains Satan’s current role and his future incarceration 

during the Millennium.  The binding of Satan is at the heart of the issue.  Both 
Amillennialists and Postmillennialists contend that the binding of Satan occurred at the 
first coming of Christ and that Satan is bound right now during the present age.  
However, the premillennial view better understands that Satan is alive and well in the 
earth today (1 Peter 5:8) and fighting against us (2 Cor 2:11, Eph 6:11).  

 
6) Premillennialism maintains the consistent literal interpretation of Scripture.  

Revelation 20:1-7 mentions the word thousand six times.  There is no reason not to 
read this literal like many of the other numbers in the book of Revelation.  There is no 
indication in Revelation 20 that anything other than a literal time period of one 
thousand years is intended.   

 
 
1. What will _______happen________ in the Millennial Kingdom? 
 
John seeing “an angel coming 
down from heaven” indicates 
once again a chronological 
progression in the unfolding of 
God’s revelation. It is important 
to note throughout the book of 
Revelation the use of “then I 
saw” (Kai eidon, 6:1, 2, 5, 8, 12, 
7:2, 8:2, 13, 9:1, 10:1, 13:1, 11, 
14:1, 6, 14, 15:1, 16:13, 17:3, 
19:11, 17, 19, 21:1).  This 
phrase is used to indicate a 
clear chronology to the story.  



The location of this passage coming after the Tribulation (chapters 6-18), and the return of 
Christ (chapter 19), and before the establishment of the new heavens and the new earth 
(chapter 21) makes a strong argument for the millennial kingdom.   
 
This chapter is not an exhaustive list of what Jesus accomplishes as He comes to earth.  But 
as He sets up His Kingdom on the earth for a thousand years there are several things that 
will be accomplished.   
 

• _______Satan____________ will be removed. (v. 1-3) 
 
During the long 7 years of the Tribulation, many of God’s rebels will have been destroyed 
through the 7 seals, 7 trumpets and 7 vials.  At His second coming, Jesus will either destroy 
those who survived the Tribulation at the battle of Armageddon or judge them at the goat 
judgment (Matt 25:41-46) and throw them into everlasting hell.  Jesus, the King of Kings 
will deal with all of the remaining enemies of God.  The two ring leaders, the Antichrist and 
False Prophet will be thrown into the Lake of Fire (Rev 19:20).  The only rebel left to deal 
with is the chief rebel, Satan himself, and his demons.  
 
The first matter at hand during the millennial reign of Christ is to capture and throw the 
chief rebel into confinement.  Satan who is the “god of this world” (2 Cor 4:4) and the 
“prince of the power of air….the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience” 
(Eph 2:2) and is the dragon (Rev 12:9) who led the world astray will now be seized and 
bound for a thousand years.  Since Satan is the chief of all demons, they too will be bound 
for a thousand years.   
 
The angel is unknown, but may 
be Michael the archangel, who 
is sent with great power to the 
earth on a mission, namely to 
seize Satan, bind him, and cast 
him into the abyss, the 
bottomless pit for a thousand 
years.  The abyss is a 
______temporary_______ holding 
place of demons, and not the 
final place of judgment which is 
the lake of fire (Matt 25:41).   
Wicked demons who tried to 
corrupt the human race are held in that prison (1  Peter 3:19-20).  The angel has a key to 
open the abyss and has a great chain to bind Satan.  These are certainly metaphors since 
Satan is a spiritual being and no physical chain could hold him.   
 
Satan is described here with four titles.  He is first the dragon which is a title given to him 
twelve times in the book of Revelation (12:3, 4, 7, 9, 13, 16, 17, 13:1, 2, 4, 16:13).  It is a 
description of his power and oppressive cruelty.  Second Satan is called the ancient 
serpent.  Satan is that serpent that deceived Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden.  Third, 



Satan is called the devil (diabolos) which means slanderer.  Fourth he is called Satan which 
means adversary which is fitting since he opposes God, Christ and all believers. 
 
Satan will be bound for a thousand years.  There is 
no reason to believe that this should not be taken 
literal and a future event. The binding of Satan 
presents a major problem for the other 
eschatological positions.  Amillennials believe that 
Satan is already bound since they believe that we 
are in the millennial kingdom currently.  
Postmillennials also believe that Satan is bound so 
that the Church can usher in the Millennium.  Yet 
Scripture is clear that Satan is alive and well on 
planet earth carrying out his deadly devises against 
the Church, deceiving people, and controlling 
unbelievers (Acts 5:3, 2 Cor 2:11, Eph 6:11, 2 Cor 
11:14, 12:7, Eph 4:27, James 4:7, 1 Thess 2:18, 1 
Tim 5:15).   
 
Satan is clearly not bound during the seven-year Tribulation in which he “deceives the 
nations.”  His activity in the world through the ages has always been deception & lies since 
he is the father of all lies (Jn 8:44).  But during the millennial kingdom when Christ is 
reigning, Satan and his demons will be totally removed so that he will have no influence in 
the world.  Sadly, however during the millennial kingdom, unbelievers will still rebel due to 
their sinful nature and they will be judged by Christ with a rod of iron (Ps 2:9).  At the end 
of the millennial kingdom, Satan will once again be released for a short time.  At the end of 
the millennial reign of Christ, all of his enemies including Satan will be ultimately destroyed 
(Rev 20:8-10). 
 

• _______Saints________ will reign with Christ. (v. 4-6) 
 
The millennial kingdom will be a time of peace as Satan and his demons are removed.  Jesus 
Christ will be sitting on His throne ruling the earth.  When Jesus returns to the earth, his 
saints will return with Him (19:14) & reign on the earth with Him (2Tim 2:12, 1Cor 6:1-3).   
 
John now sees thrones representing authority for sure.  Those who were seated on them 
were given authority to reign.  The identity of these saints is clear from Scripture.  There 
are 4 groups who will reign.   
 

1) Old Testament saints will reign (Dan 7:27). 
2) The ______Apostles_______ will reign on thrones (Matt 19:28). 
3) New Testament saints will reign (1 Cor 6:2, 2 Tim 2:12, Rev 2:26, 3:21, 5:10) 

literally on the earth with Christ.  
4) A fourth group will also reign with Christ (v. 4b).  Martyred believers out of the 

Tribulation will reign with Christ in His Kingdom.  It is clear that John’s vision is 
about Tribulation saints.  They are the ones who were “beheaded” during the 
Tribulation because of their “testimony of Jesus and for the word of God” and 



because they did not “worship the beast or its image and had not received its mark 
on their foreheads or their hands.”  This group of martyred Christians will “come to 
life” just as the other saints who are sitting on thrones in v. 4a).  They are 
resurrected bodily and are given life to reign with Christ for a thousand years.   

 
NOTE:  John gives us a parenthetical point in v. 5.  The rest of the dead are not resurrected 
until after the thousand years.  The “rest of the dead” refers to the _______unbelieving______ 
dead of all the ages.  They will “come to life” at the end of the thousand years.  Since the OT 
saints, NT saints and Tribulation saints have been resurrected to reign with Christ, this can 
only refer to unbelievers throughout the history of the world.  They will be resurrected and 
judged at the Great White Throne judgment (v. 11-15) and cast into the lake of fire forever 
and ever.   
 
The First Resurrection:  This is a reference NOT to the “rest of the dead” which occurs at 
the end of the thousand years, but rather to the previous verse (v. 4) which speaks of the 
resurrection of the saints from all the ages as discussed above.  So, the first resurrection, 
also called the “resurrection of life” (Jn 5:29) and the resurrection of “those who are 
Christ’s at His coming” (1 Cor 15:23), and the “better resurrection” (Heb 11:35) is the 
“resurrection of the righteous” (Lk 14:14, Acts 24:15).  The word here anastasis 
(resurrection) is used 24 times in the New Testament and always refers to a physical 
resurrection (except in Luke 2:34).  
 
Blessings:  Those who experience the first resurrection are blessed.  Here is the 5th 
beatitude in the book of Revelation (1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 22:7, 14).  They are blessed and 
holy for three reasons.  First, because the second death will have no power over them.  The 
second death is defined in v. 14 as the lake of fire.  The second death is eternal 
condemnation in the eternal fire of hell.  Second, they are blessed because they will be 
priests of God and of Christ.  In the millennial Kingdom, the resurrected saints will be 
mediators and _____communicators___________ of grace to those who are alive in the 
millennial kingdom.  Third, those who are resurrected first will also reign with Christ for a 
thousand years along with believers who survived the Tribulation.   
 
The millennial reign of Christ will come 
with many blessings.  “Politically and 
socially, the rule of Christ and His saints 
will be universal (Ps 2:6-8, Dan 2:35), 
absolute (Ps 2:9, Is 11:4), and righteous 
(Is 11:3-5). Spiritually their rule will be 
a time when the believing remnant of 
Israel is converted (Jer 30:5-8, Rom 
11:26) and the nation is restored to the 
land God promised to Abraham (Gen 
13:14-15, 15:18).  It will be a time when 
the Gentile nations also will worship 
the King (Is 11:9, Mic 4:2, Zech 14:16).  
The millennial rule of Christ and the 
saints will also be marked by the 



presence of righteousness and peace (Is 32:17) and joy (Is 12:3-4, 61:3,7).  Physically it will 
be a time when the curse is lifted (Is 11:7-9, 30:23-24, 35:1-2, 7), when food will be 
plentiful (Joel 2:21-27), and when there will be physical health and well-being (Is 33:24, 
35:5-6), leading to long life (Is 65:20).”  (John MacArthur, Revelation 12-22, page 239) 
 

• ______Satan______ will be released at the end of the 1000 years. (v. 7) 
 
When the thousand-year reign is completed, according to God’s sovereign plan, Satan will 
be released from his prison to lead a final rebellion of sinners.  When the millennium 
begins, everyone will be believers in Jesus Christ.  No unsaved person will enter the 
millennial kingdom.  Only the redeemed from among the Jews (12:6, 13-17, Is 60:21, Rom 
11:26) and Gentile survivors (7:9-17) of the Tribulation will enter the millennial kingdom 
with their normal unglorified physical bodies.  And they will live long lives due to the new 
environment that Christ provides (Is 65:20).  During that time the population of the earth 
will grow.  But the sin nature of mankind will continue to be passed on to children, so that 
each successive generation throughout the thousand years will be made up of sinners in 
need of salvation.  Many will come to faith in Christ, but many will rebel in spite of having 
Christ personally ruling the earth.  Amazingly the utopian conditions of the millennial 
kingdom will not be enough to suppress the depravity of mankind.  There will be many who 
will reject Jesus as Lord and King.   Sadly, at the end of the millennial kingdom there will be 
enough depraved rebellious unbelievers for Satan to lead a worldwide revolt against Christ.  
Satan will rally these Christ rejecting sinners and lead a final rebellion. 
 
Why?  Why would God release Satan again in the world?  We may not have all the answers, 
but it seems logical that God is going to prove once and for all, beyond any doubt that man’s 
heart is black as midnight and that only the grace of God can save us.  Dr. Chafer explained, 
“Apparently Satan is released at the end of the Millennium to reveal that the ideal 
conditions of the kingdom under the personal reign of Christ do not change the human 
heart.  This reveals the enormity of the enmity of man against God.  Scripture is accurate 
when it describes the heart as ‘desperately wicked’ and incurably so.  Man is totally 
depraved.  The loosing of Satan at the end of the 1000 years proves it.” (Robert Thomas, 
Revelation 1-7, page 148).  With a thousand years of perfect living and all the resources 
possible, and Christ reigning with his people, sinful mankind will still be rebellious at heart.  
Without the regenerating work of the Spirit, given a last chance, Satan will easily convince 
these the unbelieving world to rebel against Christ.   
 

• _______Society____ will revolt at the end of the 1000 years. (v. 8-10) 
 
When Satan is released his major goal will be to deceive the nations.   He will hate Christ 
more than ever and will find depraved sinners in the world to influence and sow his seeds 
of hate and rebellion in their hearts.  According to God’s sovereign plan, Satan will be 
allowed to deceive the nations.  He will collect these deceived nations from all corners of 
the earth.  The entire globe will be influenced by Satan at that time.  The number of rebels 
will be “like the sand of the sea.” 
 
Gog & Magog:  The earthly enemies of God are called Gog & Magog.  There is only one other 
place in Scripture that uses these names, Ezekiel 38-39. Some scholars believe that 



Revelation 20:8 refers to the same event in Ezekiel.  But upon further comparison the 
events of Ezekiel 38-39 are not the same as Revelation 20.  They are two separate events 
with differing significant details.  For example, the invaders of Ezekiel perish on the 
mountains of Israel, but the rebels of Revelation 20 will be destroyed on a “broad plain” (v. 
9).   Also, the events of Ezekiel fit chronologically before the description of the Millennial 
Temple given in chapters 40-48, while Revelation 20:7-10 takes place after the Millennium.  
John seems to be using the events of Ezekiel as a ______symbolic__________ battle that will 
play itself out all over again.   Much like we currently speak of the “Super bowl” that occurs 
every year in sports in the US with different teams, so Gog and Magog are a symbolic event 
of all-out war against God and His people in which the invaders are totally decimated.   
 
Final Battle:  The number of rebels will surprisingly be millions, an uncountable multitude.  
With earthly conditions during the millennial kingdom, humanity will populate very 
rapidly.  This multitude of rebels lead by Satan will march “up over the broad plain” and 
will surround “the camp of the saints and the beloved city” of Jerusalem.  The devastating 
Tribulation will have transformed the landscape of mountains and hill of Israel to a “plain.”  
God’s people, the saints, will be gathered around Christ and His throne in Jerusalem.  And 
much like the battle of Armageddon a thousand years earlier (19:11-12), this battle will 
end in divine judgment.  Fire will come from heaven and will consume all of them in a 
moment. 
 
Satan’s Judgment: At that time, Satan will finally be eternally judged as he is thrown into 
the lake of fire where he along with the beast and the false prophet will be tormented day 
and night forever and ever.     
 
2. What is the Great White Throne Judgment? 
 
The Bible presents several judgments that 
occur at different times.  Here are the seven 
future judgments that Scripture teaches 
(Hitchcock, 101 Answers to Questions about 
the book of Revelation, page 227): 
 
1) The judgment of church age believers in 

heaven at the BEMA seat of Christ (1 Cor 
5:12) 

2) The judgment of Gentile survivors of the 
Tribulation (Matt 25:31-46) 

3) The judgment of Jewish survivors of the 
Tribulation (Ez 20:34-38, Matt 25:1-30) 

4) The judgment of Old Testament saints after the second coming of Christ (Dan 12:1-3) 
5) The judgment of Tribulation saints after the second coming (Rev 20:4-6) 
6) The judgment of Satan and demons (Rev 20:10) 
7) The Judgment of Unbelievers at the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev 20:11-15) 
 
 



Revelation 20:11-15 describes one of the most sobering passages in all the bible.  This 
passage describes the final judgment & sentencing of the lost.  It is the last courtroom scene 
that will ever take place.  This scene describes the last act of God as judge ever!  In the 
closing of human history, God brings to trial every lost person that has ever lived before His 
throne, for a final examination and judgment.  While it is like a trial, there will be no debate 
over guilt or innocence.  There will be no defenders.  There will only be a convicting 
sentence handed out to every guilty sinner of all time by the holy, holy, holy God.  And His 
judgment will be _______just___________ (Deut 32:4, Job 37:23-24).   Chronologically this last 
judgment follows the Millennial Kingdom and immediately precedes the eternal state, the 
new heaven and the new earth where there will be no need for judgment. 
 
• God’s Throne (v. 11a):  John sees a great white throne, where God is seated for 

judgment.  God’s throne is called great not because of its size, but because of its 
significance, majesty and authority.  Its whiteness symbolizes its purity, holiness and 
justice.  God’s throne is where His righteous judgment will be executed (Ps 9:7-8, Dan 
7:9-10).   

 
• God’s Un-creation (v. 11b):  John notes that 

“from his presence earth and sky fled away, 
and no place was found for them.”  This 
describes the un-creation of the universe.  
While the earth will be totally devastated by 
the events of the Tribulation, and restored 
during the millennial kingdom, the earth will 
pass away at this time.  God will ____destroy__ 
the earth and create a “new heaven and a new 
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away and the sea was no more” 
(Rev 21:1).  At the end of the Millennium, the earth will not be reshaped or 
reconstructed.  Rather, there will be “no place for them.”  God is going to violently 
terminate the universe and the earth and universe will be eliminated (Ps 102:25-26, Is 
51:6, matt 5:18, 24:35, Lk 16:17, 21:33, Heb 1:11-12, 12:26-27).   

 
• God’s Call (v. 12, 13a):  John looks and sees a great crowd before God standing before 

His throne.  This crowd was from the dead, both the great and small.  Since the earth 
has been destroyed, there is no longer anyone living on the earth.  No one survived 
God’s un-creation.  So, these are the souls of the unbelieving dead who have been 
summoned before God for judgment.  This group includes not just the unbelievers from 
the Tribulation, but unbelievers of all time who have ever lived.  God summons them for 
the “resurrection of judgment” (Jn 5:29), or the resurrection “to disgrace & everlasting 
contempt” (Dan 12:2) or the “resurrection of….the wicked” (Acts 24:15).  Absolutely no 
believer of any time will be at this judgment since “in Christ there is no condemnation” 
(Rom 8:1, Jn 3:18).   

 
 Those held in the prison of death are now released.  “The sea gave up the dead who 

were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them” (v. 13a).  Every 
unbeliever went to a place of torment at death.  But at this last judgment every 
unbelieving soul will be summoned to stand before the Lord.  The souls of these 



unbelievers will be resurrected and given bodies to stand before the Lord.  Both the sea 
and death in general will give up the dead.  Hades is the equivalent of the Old Testament 
word sheol, which is simply a place of the dead and a place of punishment (Lk 16:23) 
where the unrighteous are kept until the day of judgment.  So all unbelievers will be 
resurrected at this point with bodies that will be fit for eternal punishment.   

 
What happens to the believers at the end of the Millennium?  “The last believers will be 
____translated/raptured_________ and transformed into their eternal bodies, like Enoch 
(Gen 5:24), Elijah (2 Kings 2:11), and the raptured church (1 Thess 4:13-18).” (MacArthur, 
Revelation 12-22, page 250).  
 
• God’s Books (v. 12b, 13b):  God knows all things and never forgets.  However, at the 

judgment He will open His books.  This is very reminiscent of the scene described in 
Daniel 7:9-10.  These books contain the record of the deeds, thoughts and words of 
every unsaved person who ever lived.  What each person did in his life will be 
evaluated.  And these works will be 
judged against God’s holy standard and 
be found lacking.  No one will be able to 
measure up to God’s holy and perfect 
standard (Matt 5:48, James 2:10).   God 
will judge the “secrets of their hearts” (Ps 
44:21).  Nothing will be hidden from him 
(Lk 8:17).  The words of their mouth will 
reveal their true heart condition (Matt 
12:37).  Every act will be brought to light 
(Ecc 12:14).  Everyone will be judged 
according to their deeds.  Since their 
names will not be “found written in the 
book of life” they will be judged and cast into hell for ever and ever.  Some may protest 
that they did wonderful deeds (Matt 7:22), but God will cast them away declaring that 
He “never knew them.”  

 
• God’s Sentence:  The evidence will be clear.  God will render a verdict.  Judgement will 

be swiftly carried out.  The place where everyone was kept will now be cast into the 
lake of fire, the eternal place of judgment where they will be tormented day and night 
forever and ever.  This is the second death.  Those who trusted Christ will not 
experience the second death but rather will be blessed (Rev 20:6).  The fire here 
represents the torment that they will face for all eternity.  This lake of fire is outside of 
creation.  It is a place of outer darkness (Matt 8:12, 22:13), a place where the worm 
never dies (Mk 9:44), a place of banishment from God’s presence (Matt 8:12, 22:13), a 
place of unending sorrow where there will be “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt 
8:12, 13:42, 50, 22:13).  There will be no second chance for these individuals.  Their 
opportunity to trust in Jesus was over when they died in their sins (Jn 8:24).   
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The kingdom of God has multiple facets to it. One important phase of God’s 

kingdom program is the millennium. The position argued here is that the millennial 
kingdom of Christ is earthly and future from our standpoint in history. The 
millennium is not being fulfilled today but will follow certain events such as 
worldwide tribulation, cosmic signs, the rescue of God’s people, and judgment of 
the nations. This view of the millennium is found in both testaments of the Bible. 
The Old Testament tells of an intermediate era that is different from both our 
present age and the coming eternal state. The New Testament then tells us how long 
this intermediate period will be—one thousand years. 

 
***** 

 
Introduction 

 
Revelation 20 tells of a kingdom reign of Jesus Christ that lasts for one 

thousand years. Yet the nature of this kingdom and when the reign of Jesus the 
Messiah occurs have been major issues of debate. The purpose of this article is to 
address both the nature and the timing of the one thousand-year reign of Christ or 
what is commonly called the “millennium.” We will argue that the millennium of 
Revelation 20 is an earthly kingdom that is established by Jesus after His second 
coming to earth. Thus, the millennium is both earthly and future from our 
standpoint in history.1 This millennial and messianic kingdom of Christ follows 
certain events—a unique period of tribulation and distress for Israel, peril for 
dwellers of the earth, cosmic signs, the rescue of God’s people, and judgment of the 
nations. 

This view that the return of Jesus to earth ushers in the millennial kingdom is 
called premillennialism. This title comes from the belief that the second coming of 
                                                 

1 “Earthly” is not in contrast to spiritual. The millennium is an earthly kingdom but it also has 
spiritual characteristics and requirements. 
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Jesus is before (pre-) the millennium. Premillennialism is in contrast to 
amillennialism and postmillennialism which insist that the millennium is in 
operation now between the two comings of Jesus. For those two perspectives the 
millennium is spiritual and now. While respecting the historical debate between the 
millennial views, this writer will argue that premillennialism alone is consistent 
with the biblical witness while amillennialism and postmillennialism are not. Since 
the case for premillennialism is based on many positive evidences from Scripture, 
this paper will focus mostly on why the premillennial view is correct and not on 
why the other two views are in error.2 

 
A Rationale for Premillennialism 

 
Before looking at the specific biblical arguments for premillennialism, we will 

offer a rationale for the premillennial view. Since the Fall of man (see Genesis 3) 
God has enacted a plan to bring this rebel planet back into conformity with His 
universal kingdom in which His will is perfectly done. Part of this plan is for His 
Son, Jesus the Messiah, to rule the nations, including His enemies, from Jerusalem 
and a restored Israel. He will rule with righteousness but also with a rod of iron (see 
Pss 2 110; Rev 2:26–27). Jesus must rule over the planet that rejected Him. When 
this phase of the kingdom program is over Christ will hand the kingdom over to 
God the Father and the millennial kingdom will merge into the universal kingdom 
or what is often referred to as the eternal state (see 1 Cor 15:24–28). Thus, Scripture 
teaches an “intermediate kingdom” that is distinct from both this present evil age 
and the coming perfect eternal state. The time period for this intermediate kingdom 
is explicitly stated to be one thousand years in Revelation 20, but the concept of an 
earthly messianic kingdom is found in both the Old and New Testaments. It is not 
the case that Revelation 20 is the only passage that supports premillennialism. 
Premillennialism is rooted in the Old Testament and stated in a New Testament 
book (Revelation) that is explicitly prophetic in its genre and gives chronological 
details concerning things to come. Premillennialism is based on a consistent 
application of historical–grammatical hermeneutics which take into account the 
genre and literary structure of the books of the Bible, along with canonical 

                                                 
2 The three millennial views in summary are: (1) Amillennialism—the “thousand year period” (or 

millennium) is fulfilled spiritually now between the two comings of Christ. Christ is ruling in his 
millennial kingdom now over His church and/or in the hearts of His people. Satan is restrained in his 
ability to deceive the nations but he is still active. While Christ’s kingdom is in operation this is also an 
evil age. The world will continue to get worse until Jesus comes again. The millennium will end with 
Jesus’ second coming and the Eternal State will be ushered in; (2) Postmillennialism—the millennium is 
fulfilled spiritually now between the two comings of Christ as Christ’s kingdom starts small and 
eventually permeates all areas of society, Christianizing the world. Satan is restrained in his ability to 
deceive the nations but he is still active. When the gospel has triumphed over all areas then Jesus will 
return. The world will get better and better and then Jesus comes again. Then the eternal state will be 
ushered in; (3) Premillennialism—the millennial kingdom is entirely future from our standpoint. This 
kingdom will be established immediately after Jesus physically returns to earth. Then Satan’s activities 
will completely cease for one thousand years and the saints of God will reign over the nations during this 
time. After this millennial kingdom, Satan will be released for a short time but then he is sentenced to 
the lake of fire forever. Then the eternal state will begin. 
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developments regarding the kingdom program. And it is compatible with multiple 
Bible passages that place the kingdom reign of Christ with His second coming to 
earth. This premillennial view was the strong consensus position of the Christian 
church of the first two hundred years. It is a position that is consistent with the 
biblical worldview which affirms the goodness of God’s creation and the 
restoration of all things material and immaterial that God created (see Col 1:15–20).  

 
Scriptural Support for Premillennialism 

 
The biblical case for premillennialism is multifaceted. In sum, the case for 

premillennialism can be summarized in three main categories: 
 
 Predictions of a coming reign of the Messiah over the nations on a 

restored earth after a time of worldwide tribulation. 
 Old Testament evidence of a period of time—an intermediate kingdom—

that is distinct from both the present age and the eternal state. 
 Explicit prediction of an intermediate kingdom that is one thousand years 

long (Rev 20:1 –10). 
 
1. Reign of Messiah on Earth after Worldwide Tribulation and Judgment 
 
Amillennialism and postmillennialism place the millennium in this present age 

between the two comings of Jesus. But several major sections of Scripture indicate 
that the kingdom of God is preceded by certain conditions. These passages speak of 
a coming unique period of tribulation both for the world and for Israel. In 
connection with this “tribulation” or “Day of the Lord” are other events such as 
cosmic signs, the rescue of God’s people, the coming of the Lord to earth, and the 
judgment of God’s enemies. These conditions occur before the establishment of the 
kingdom of God. Thus, an essential claim of premillennialism is that Christ’s 
messianic reign follows these events and does not come before them.  

 
Isaiah 24–25  

 
Isaiah 24–27 is one of the most significant passages in the Old Testament 

concerning the future. This section is sometimes referred to as “Isaiah’s Little 
Apocalypse” since it gives detailed information concerning events to come and 
mirrors much of what is found in the book of Revelation. Our focus here will be on 
chapters 24 and 25 where the pattern of tribulation before kingdom is evident. 

Isaiah 24:1–20 details a great worldwide judgment that is coming upon the 
entire earth and its inhabitants.3 Verse 1 declares: “Behold, the LORD lays the earth 

                                                 
3 That this chapter is referring to a global judgment is also clear from the fact that Isaiah 13–23 

discusses the nations of the earth and 24:13 states, “For thus it will be in the midst of the earth among the 
peoples.” 
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waste, devastates it, distorts its surface and scatters its inhabitants.” Verses 5–6 
indicate that this time of catastrophic global judgment is because of sin: 

 
The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they transgressed laws, 
violated statutes, broke the everlasting covenant. Therefore, a curse devours 
the earth, and those who live in it are held guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of 
the earth are burned, and few men are left. 
 
This speaks of global judgment upon the people of the earth who have 

transgressed God’s standards. But not only are the earth dwellers facing judgment, 
the earth itself is suffering during this period: 

 
The earth is broken asunder, 
The earth is split through, 
The earth is shaken violently. 
The earth reels to and fro like a drunkard 
And it totters like a shack. (Isa 24:19–20b) 
 
So not only are the people of the earth being judged; the planet itself 

experiences the ramifications of God’s judgments. The time of global tribulation 
involves judgment on wicked spiritual and earthly forces: 

 
So it will happen in that day, 
That the LORD will punish the host of heaven on high, 
And the kings of the earth on earth. 
They will be gathered together 
Like prisoners in the dungeon, 
And will be confined in prison; 
And after many days they will be punished (Isa 24:21–22). 
 
But tribulation and judgment are then followed by kingdom conditions as Isa 

25:6–8 reveals: 
 
The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this 
mountain; 
A banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, 
And refined, aged wine. 
And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all 
peoples, 
Even the veil which is stretched over all nations. 
He will swallow up death for all time, 
And the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, 
And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; 
For the LORD has spoken. 
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The “banquet” imagery used here refers to God’s kingdom (see Matt 8:11). 
And the events described here follow the tribulation and judgment previously 
discussed. Thus, Isaiah 24–25 reveals the following: Global tribulation, then 
judgment, then kingdom. This pattern is found in other passages as well. 
 
Daniel 12:1–3 

 
In three concise verses of Dan 12:1–3 we see the pattern of tribulation, 

judgment, and then kingdom: 
 
Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of 
your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never 
occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, 
everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. Many of those 
who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but 
the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. Those who have insight will 
shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead 
the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 
 
Daniel 12:1 tells of an unparalleled “time of distress” that will come upon 

Daniel’s people, Israel. This is not just general persecution and tribulation but a 
unique period that has “never occurred” before. Verse 2 then tells of the judgment 
of the righteous and the wicked. Verse 3 then states that those who belong to God 
“will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who 
lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” This is a reference 
to the blessings of the kingdom of God. In Matt 13:43, Jesus quoted Dan 12:3 in 
reference to the righteous at the end of the age who will enter His kingdom. Thus, 
with Daniel 12:1–3 we see the pattern of tribulation (“time of distress”) then 
judgment then kingdom. Or put another way: 

 
 12:1:  Tribulation 
 12:2:  Judgment 
 12:3:  Kingdom 
 

Zechariah 14 
 
Zechariah 14 is another major passage that discusses future events. Here we 

see that the kingdom of God follows tribulation, cosmic signs, the rescue of God’s 
people, and judgment of God’s enemies. The first three verses detail a siege of 
Jerusalem by the nations: 

 
Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you will be 
divided among you. For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to 
battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women 
ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut 
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off from the city. Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, 
as when He fights on a day of battle (14:1–3). 
 
This is a future time of tribulation for Israel as the city is under siege by 

Gentile powers.4 Verse 4 then discusses the return of the Lord to the Mount of 
Olives: 

 
In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of 
Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from 
east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move 
toward the north and the other half toward the south. 
 
Note that the Lord comes to the Mount of Olives in front of Jerusalem. This is 

a literal coming to earth that brings topographical changes to the area. As the siege 
of the Jerusalem is occurring, things look bleak for its inhabitants before the Lord 
physically comes to rescue the city. But then He does come to the rescue. The 
return of the Lord is connected with cosmic signs: 

 
In that day there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle. For it will be a 
unique day which is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, but it will 
come about that at evening time there will be light (14:6–7). 
 
Zechariah 14:9 then tells of the kingdom of God: “And the LORD will be king 

over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His name the only 
one.” This verse is important in that it shows that the Lord’s kingdom comes after a 
time of tribulation and the Lord’s return to earth. It is also significant because when 
the King reigns, He reigns “over all the earth.” Thus, there is an earthly kingdom. 
The nations that were warring against Jerusalem on earth are now displaced by 
God’s kingdom in the same realm. 

Verse 12 then describes judgment for the enemies of God at this time: “Now 
this will be the plague with which the LORD will strike all the peoples who have 
gone to war against Jerusalem; their flesh will rot while they stand on their feet, and 
their eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongue will rot in their mouth.” Those 
who survive this judgment are then allowed to participate in the kingdom that is 
centered in Jerusalem: “Then it will come about that any who are left of all the 
nations that went against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship the 
King, the LORD of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths.” 

In sum, with Zechariah 14, a chronology of events is established: (1) 
tribulation for Israel; (2) a rescue of God’s people; (3) return of the Lord to earth; 
(4) cosmic signs; (5) judgment; and then (6) establishment of the kingdom. 

 
 

                                                 
4 That this section was not fulfilled in A.D. 70 with the Roman destruction of Jerusalem is clear 

by the fact that Zechariah 14 predicts the rescue of Jerusalem by the Lord who physically comes to the 
Mount of Olives near Jerusalem. Jerusalem was not delivered nor did the Lord physically return to the 
Mount of Olives in A.D. 70. Plus, the changes to the land discussed in Zechariah 14 have not occurred. 
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Matthew 24–25 
 
When one shifts to the New Testament, the pattern is repeated. The kingdom 

of God follows events such as the Tribulation, cosmic signs, a rescue of God’s 
people, and judgment. For example, in Matthew’s account of the Olivet Discourse, 
Jesus described events in regard to His coming that are similar to those found in the 
Old Testament. In 24:4–28 Jesus described a coming time of “tribulation” (v. 9). 
This will include false christs, wars and rumors of wars, famines, and plagues (4–
8). It also will include persecution of God’s people (9–13). This period is also 
marked by the abomination of desolation that was spoken of by Daniel the prophet 
(15–22; cf. Dan 9:27). Jesus then detailed cosmic signs, His own coming, and the 
rescue of His people that will occur immediately after this Tribulation period: 

 
But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE 

DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL 

FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then 
the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS 

OF THE SKY with power and great glory. And He will send forth His angels 
with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the 
four winds, from one end of the sky to the other (29–31). 
 
Note the chronology here. Jesus described a unique time of tribulation that is 

followed by cosmic signs, His own return, and the rescue of God’s people. Matthew 
25:31–46 is also significant in that Jesus described the judgment of the nations that 
will take place after His return to earth and just prior to the establishment of the 
kingdom of God. Particularly significant are verses 31–34 which state: 

 
But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, 
then He will sit on His glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before 
Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats 
on the left. Then the King will say to those on His right, “Come, you who are 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.” 
 
Note the chronology here. Jesus comes in His glory with His angels and then 

He sits on “His glorious throne.” This is the glorious coming of Jesus from heaven 
to earth to sit on the Davidic throne. While Jesus is currently at the right hand of 
God in heaven, it is at the time of His second coming to earth that He assumes the 
Davidic throne and reigns fully as Messiah on earth. Jesus does not claim that He is 
sitting on the throne of David before He returns to earth. At this time of Jesus’ 
coming in glory and His assumption of the Davidic throne “all the nations” are 
“gathered before Him” (v. 32). This is a judgment of the nations that was predicted 
in Joel 3:12. Unbelievers are referred to as “goats” and believers as “sheep.” These 
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are separated from each other and they enter different destinies. The reward and 
destiny of the righteous sheep is the kingdom—“Come, you who are blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you. . . .” (34). Note that the sheep were 
not in the kingdom of God before Jesus returned in glory or before the Tribulation 
period. Instead, the sheep enter the kingdom after the Tribulation, after Jesus’ 
return, and after the sheep/goat judgment. The judgment of the nations precedes the 
kingdom of God. 

 
Note the chronology of events according to Matthew 24–25: 
 
Tribulation   
Cosmic signs 
Return of Jesus 
Judgment 
Inheriting of the kingdom 
 
With Luke’s account of the Olivet Discourse, the chronology is similar to 

Matthew 24–25. Luke 21:25–28 states: 
 
“There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth dismay 
among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, men 
fainting from fear and the expectation of the things which are coming upon the 
world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see THE 

SON OF MAN COMING IN A CLOUD with power and great glory. But when these 
things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 
 
Jesus described cosmic signs and “dismay among nations.” Then the Son of 

Man comes in power and glory. Also significant is what Jesus declared in 21:29–31 
where He likened the events of the Tribulation with a fig tree and its leaves and 
what this meant for the nearness of the kingdom of God: 

 
Then He told them a parable: “Behold the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as 
they put forth leaves, you see it and know for yourselves that summer is now 
near. So you also, when you see these things happening, recognize that the 
kingdom of God is near.” 
 
When Jesus said “when you see these things happening” He was referring to 

the tribulation events He had just described. It is the events of the tribulation that 
indicate that “the kingdom of God is near.” The kingdom does not run concurrent or 
before the tribulation—it follows it. There are tribulation events and then the 
kingdom comes. The dramatic events of the tribulation period mean that the 
kingdom’s establishment is near. Tribulation gives way to Christ’s kingdom. 

This same pattern of tribulation and judgment before kingdom is found in the 
book of Revelation. Chapters 6–18 describe dramatic events in a tribulation that is 
followed by the second coming of Jesus, the judgment of God’s enemies including 
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Satan (19:11—20:1–3) and the reign of the saints with Jesus in His millennial 
kingdom (20:4–6). Later in this article we will go into more detail on the millennial 
kingdom in the book of Revelation. But the testimony of both the Old and New 
Testaments is that certain conditions occur before the Messiah’s reign on earth. 
These conditions are the Tribulation, cosmic signs, rescue of God’s people, and 
judgment of God’s enemies. This is strong evidence for the premillennial view. 
 

2. Old Testament Evidence for an Intermediate Kingdom 
 
In his defense of amillennialism against premillennialism, Robert B. Strimple 

makes mention of “one–text premillennialists”—premillennialists who allegedly 
rely solely on Revelation 20:1–10 for their view that there will be an earthly 
kingdom of Christ after the second coming of Jesus.5 It is true that there is a 
common perception that premillennialism is based solely on Revelation 20. 
Supposedly, without this passage premillennialism would have no biblical support. 
But the concept of an earthly kingdom after the return of Christ but before the 
eternal state is consistent with Old Testament prophetic passages as well. While 
Revelation 20 is the most explicit passage discussing an intermediate kingdom, 
various passages in the OT support this idea as well. In discussing this point we will 
see two things. First, Isaiah 24–25 is a backdrop for what is described in Revelation 
19 and 20. And second, there are OT passages that suggest an era of time that is 
different from our present era but also different from the time of the eternal state.  

 
Isaiah 24–25 and Revelation 19 and 20 

 
The book of Revelation corresponds with earlier revelation from the Old 

Testament. Beale and McDonough are correct that, “The OT in general plays such a 
major role that a proper understanding of its use is necessary for an adequate view 
of Revelation as a whole.”6 Isaiah in general, and Isaiah’s Little Apocalypse of 
Isaiah 24–27 in particular, have a strong connection with Revelation. Isaiah’s Little 
Apocalypse is a major backdrop and part of the informing theology for events of 
the book of Revelation, including its discussion of a millennial kingdom.  

 
Isaiah 24:1–20 

 
Earlier we discussed the chronology of Isaiah 24–25 in which the kingdom 

follows worldwide tribulation; here we will discuss Isaiah 24–27 as a specific 
backdrop for the millennium of the book of Revelation. But first the context must 

                                                 
5 Robert B. Strimple, “Amillennialism,” in Three Views on the Millennium and Beyond, ed. 

Darrell L. Bock (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999), 118. Strimple was mostly referring to George Ladd. 
We are not claiming that Strimple is saying that all premillennialists only claim they have one passage to 
support premillennialism. 

6 G. K. Beale and Sean M. McDonough, “Revelation,” in Commentary on the New Testament Use 
of the Old Testament, eds. G. K. Beale and D. A. Carson (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007), 1082. These 
authors note that Isaiah is the most used OT book in Revelation (1082). 
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be established. Isaiah 9:6 predicted that a “son” would come and that “the 
government will rest on His shoulders.” This is a reference to the coming Messiah. 
Chapters 13–23 then discuss God’s judgment plan for the nations of the earth. Then 
Isaiah 24–27 brings together God’s plans for the nations and the plans for this “son” 
to rule the nations. Isaiah 24:1–20 describes a time of terrible tribulation for the 
earth and its inhabitants. Verse 1 summarizes the chapter: “Behold, the LORD lays 
the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface and scatters its inhabitants.” This is 
not a localized judgment on the land of Israel but universal judgment. The entire 
earth and its inhabitants are in view here. As Grogan states: 

 
This chapter is fundamental to the three that follow it. It speaks of a judgment 
that is universal. Not only does it make no reference to particular nations or 
specific historical events, it does not even restrict the judgment to the earth. 
This means that it sums up all the judgments on particular nations, as 
predicted in chapters 13–23, and goes beyond them.7 
 
Isaiah 24 corresponds to the global judgments of the book of Revelation (see 

Rev 1:7; 3:10). This universal judgment occurs because mankind has not obeyed his 
Creator (24:5). The punishment from God includes the removal of food and drink 
(v. 7) and rejoicing (v. 8). It also includes desolation is in the cities (v. 12). These 
events correspond to the seal judgments of war, famine, and death discussed in Rev 
6:3–8 which also details global judgment to come. Yet while the vast majority of 
mankind is terrified and shaken from God’s judgments, a remnant of the righteous 
exists throughout the world who “shout for joy” (14–16a). The once stable planet 
earth is itself in turmoil. The earth is “split through” and “shaken violently” (v. 19). 
It “totters like a shack” (v. 20). Revelation 6:12–14 describes “a great earthquake” 
and “every mountain and island” being removed from their places. What is 
predicted here in Isaiah 24 coincides with what is described in Revelation, 
especially chapters 6–19. Isaiah 24 predicts wrath and judgment on the earth and its 
dwellers; Revelation 6–19 also describes God’s wrath and judgment on the earth 
and its inhabitants. This sets the scene for the significant section of Isa 24:21–23—a 
text that has relevance for a coming intermediate kingdom we know as the 
millennium. 

 
Isaiah 24:21–23 

 
Isaiah 24:21–23 has a strong connection to Revelation 19 and 20 and the 

concept of an intermediate/millennial kingdom: 
 

On that day the LORD will punish  
the host of heaven above  
and kings of the earth below.  
They will be gathered together  

                                                 
7 Geoffrey W. Grogan, “Isaiah,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 6, ed. Frank E. 

Gaebelein (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1986), 151. 
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like prisoners in a pit.  
They will be confined to a dungeon;  
after many days they will be punished.  
The moon will be put to shame  
and the sun disgraced,  
because the LORD of Hosts will reign as king  
on Mount Zion in Jerusalem,  
and He will display His glory  
in the presence of His elders. (Isa 24:21–23, HCSB) 

 
In connection with the worldwide judgment of 24:1–20 this passage (Isa 

24:21–23) shows there will be a two–phase judgment of the enemies of God. Before 
we look at this two–staged judgment, though, observe the links between what this 
passage describes and the events of Revelation 19 and 20: 

 
Isa 24:21 mentions “kings of the earth” 
that are opposed to God.  

Rev 19:19 refers to “kings of the earth” 
who are opposed to God.

Isa 24:21 states that both the kings of 
the earth and the host of heaven will be 
incarcerated. 

Rev 19:21 tells of the defeat of the 
kings of the earth and Rev 20:1 –3 tells 
of the binding of Satan.

Isa 24:22 mentions imprisonment in a 
dungeon/pit. 

Rev 20:1 mentions Satan’s confinement 
in an “abyss” which is also called a 
“prison” in 20:7.

Isa 24:22 states that final punishment 
takes place “after many days.” 

Rev 20:7–10 states that after a thousand 
years Satan is released for a short time 
and then sentenced to the lake of fire; 
Rev 20:11–15 states that all unbelieving 
dead are sentenced to the lake of fire 
after the thousand years are completed. 

Isa 24:23 states the Lord will reign as 
King. 

Rev 20:6 states that Christ will reign for 
a thousand years.

 
These parallels show a strong connection between Isaiah 24 and Revelation 19 

and 20. Also, Isa 24:23 and its discussion of the moon and sun being diminished 
also parallels Rev 21:23 which states that the New Jerusalem has no need of the sun 
or moon to shine on it because of the glory of God through Jesus the Lamb. 

Significantly, Isa 24:22 is a backdrop for the millennial kingdom that John 
will discuss in Revelation 20.8 Here Isaiah says that in connection with God’s 
judgments “the host of heaven” and the “kings of the earth” will be “gathered 
together” and “confined to a dungeon.” And then he says that their punishment will 
take place “after many days.” Note that the coming of the Lord and His kingdom 
means incarceration for these groups but their final judgment is not yet. This 

                                                 
8 Beale and McDonough state, “Isaiah 24:21–22 is the basis for 20:2–3 . . . and finds its 

fulfillment there.” “Revelation,” in Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament, 1145. 
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mention of “after many days” is significant and seems to point to some intermediate 
situation—a situation that is explicitly discussed in Rev 20:1–6. As Blaising states, 
“The structure of the oracle in Isaiah 24–25 indicates some kind of intermediate 
situation between the coming of God in the Day of the Lord and the everlasting 
reign in which sin and death are done away completely.”9  

Isaiah 24:22 does not explicitly promise a “millennium,” but as Grogan rightly 
notes, “we can at least say that it harmonizes with a premillennial interpretation of 
Revelation.”10 Blaising points out, “The many days of imprisonment between the 
coming of God in the Day of the Lord and the punishment after which the Lord 
reigns in glory greater than sun or moon bear a correspondence to the millennial 
period in Revelation 20, which also follows the coming of the Lord in the Day of 
the Lord . . . .” 11 

Other sections of Isaiah’s Little Apocalypse also correspond to the events of 
Revelation 19–21: 

 
 

Isa 25:6 says the Lord “will prepare a 
lavish banquet” for His people. 

Rev 19:9 says God’s people “are 
invited to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.”

Isa 25:8 says the Lord “will swallow up 
death for all time.”  

Rev 21:4 says “there will no longer be 
any death.”

Isa 25: 8 states that the Lord God “will 
wipe tears away from all faces.” 

Rev 21:4 states, “He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes” and “there 
will no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain.”

Isa 26:11 says “fire will devour your 
enemies.” 

Rev 19:20; 20:9–10; and 20:14–15 
mention God’s enemies facing fiery 
judgment.

Isa 26:19 predicts bodily resurrection—
“Your dead will live; their corpses will 
rise.” 

Rev 20:4 says God’s people “came to 
life.” 

Isa 27:1 predicts the punishment of the 
Leviathan serpent and the dragon who 
lives in the sea.  

Rev 20:2 states that Christ will 
incarcerate “the dragon, the serpent of 
old, who is the devil and Satan.” 

 
Two points are worthy of note here. First, the use of Isaiah 24–27 in 

Revelation shows that the message of Revelation harmonizes with the message of 
Isaiah 24–27. What Isaiah predicted is also what Revelation foretells. Second, 
Isaiah 24–27 is a backdrop for the millennial kingdom discussed in Revelation 20.  

 
 

                                                 
9 Blaising, “Premillennialism,” in Three Views on the Millennium and Beyond, ed. Darrell Bock 

(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999), 203. 
10 Grogan, “Isaiah,” in EBC, 155. 
11 Blaising, 203. 
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Intermediate Kingdom Conditions Predicted in the OT 
 

Revelation 19:11–21:8 tells of an intermediate era between the present age 
and the eternal state. But in addition to Revelation 20, several Old Testament 
passages predict an era on this earth that is far better than the current age we live in 
but not yet as perfect as the coming final eternal state. Thus, there is a necessity of 
an intermediate kingdom after the second coming of Jesus but before the eternal 
state. As Wayne Grudem puts it: 

 
Several Old Testament passages seem to fit neither in the present age nor in 
the eternal state. These passages indicate some future stage in the history of 
redemption which is far greater than the present church age but which still 
does not see the removal of all sin and rebellion and death from the earth.12 
 

Isaiah 65:20 
 
One such passage that points to an intermediate period is Isaiah 65. While 

discussing eschatological events verse 20 states: 
 
No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old man 
who does not fill out his days, for the child shall die a hundred years old, and 
the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 
 
The issue at hand in this verse, which is discussing conditions associated with 

the new heavens and new earth (cf. Isa 65:17), is longevity of life. When this 
prophecy is fulfilled people will be living so long that if they die at age 100, 
something must be wrong since people will live much longer than that. In fact, it 
will be assumed that a person dying at the age of 100 must have done something 
wrong. They must be “accursed.” So notice two important things here with Isa 
65:20—an increased longevity of life and the presence of sin which brings curses 
and death. 

Now we must ask the question, “When in history have these conditions 
described in Isa 65:20 occurred? Can it be during our present age?” The answer is 
clearly, no. We live in a day where people live between 70–80 years on average 
(see Ps 90:10). If a person dies today at age 100 we say he lived a long life, not a 
short one. So will Isa 65:20 be fulfilled in the coming eternal state? The answer 
again must be, no. In the eternal state there is no longer any sin, death, or curse 
(Rev 21:4; 22:3), so no one will by dying. Therefore, Isa 65:20 must be fulfilled in 
an era that is different from our current period yet distinct from the eternal state. 
This means there must be an intermediate kingdom or what we call a millennium. 
Compare the three eras: 

 

                                                 
12 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1994), 1127. 
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Present Age:  Lifespans of 70–80 years 
Millennial Kingdom: Lifespans well beyond 70–80 years but death still 

occurs. 
Eternal State:  People live forever with no presence of sin, death, or 

curse. 
 
This understanding of Isaiah 65 being a reference to a millennium is not 

recent. Christians of the second century viewed this passage as support for 
premillennialism. Martin Erdmann points out that Isa 65:20–25 formed “the 
scriptural basis, besides Revelation 20:1–10, on which Asiatic millennialism built 
its chiliastic doctrine.”13 This was also true for Justin Martyr. In reference to Isaiah 
65 Justin said, “For Isaiah spoke thus concerning this period of a thousand years.”14 
Erdmann points out that Justin’s reference to Old Testament prophets “indicates his 
reliance on the Old Testament as the primary source of his chiliasm. He did not shy 
away from utilizing different passages from the Hebrew Bible to strengthen his 
argument in favor of a literal millennium.”15 Likewise, the author of the Epistle of 
Barnabas was a premillennialist, and according to Erdmann, “his chiliastic views 
are partially based on verses from the Old Testament.”16 

 
Zechariah 8 

 
Zechariah 8 offers some descriptions of God’s coming kingdom when Jesus 

returns. The chapter begins with God restoring Jerusalem. With “great wrath” and 
“jealousy” (8:2) the Lord returns to Zion and dwells in Jerusalem (8:3). The great 
city will have another name—“City of Truth” (8:3). This capital city of God’s 
kingdom will be characterized by sweet peace and fellowship, as the Lord himself 
says:   

 
Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Old men and old women will again sit in the 
streets of Jerusalem, each man with his staff in his hand because of age. And 
the streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing in its streets” 
(Zech 8:4–5).  
 

When the Lord comes again and reigns from Jerusalem, the elderly and young 
people will be talking and playing in the streets. It appears that age and age 
discrepancies still exist when the Lord’s kingdom is established. Old men and 
women at this time need the aid of a staff “because of age.” They possess some 
weakness because of advanced years. This suggests the concept of an intermediate 
kingdom (or millennium), an era that is different from the present evil age but 
different also from the eternal state in which all negative aspects of aging and death 

                                                 
13 Martin Erdmann, The Millennial Controversy in the Early Church (Eugene, OR: Wipf and 

Stock, 2005), 118. 
14 Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho, The Ante-Nicene Fathers 80, 1:239. 
15 Erdmann, 138.  
16 Ibid., 149. 
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are removed. From Zechariah’s time until now there has never been a time where 
the conditions of Zechariah 8 have happened. On the other hand, there will be no 
elderly who are weak in the final eternal state for all remnants of the curse have 
been removed (see Revelation 21 and 22). What Zechariah describes here, 
therefore, must take place in an initial phase of God’s kingdom before the eternal 
state begins. Such an intermediate state between the present age and the eternal 
state is described in Revelation 20 where a thousand-year reign of Christ is 
emphasized.   

 
Zechariah 14 

 
Zechariah 14 also supports premillennialism. It describes kingdom conditions 

after the return of Jesus to earth. Verse 9 states that the “LORD will be King over 
all the earth” after His feet stand on the Mount of Olives (v. 4), but there is still 
disobedience and rebellion on the part of some nations. It is predicted that Egypt 
and other nations will be punished with drought when they do not obey the Lord as 
they should:  

 
Then it will come about that any who are left of all the nations that went 
against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD 
of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths. And it will be that whichever of 
the families of the earth does not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the 
LORD of hosts, there will be no rain on them. If the family of Egypt does not 
go up or enter, then no rain will fall on them; it will be the plague with which 
the LORD smites the nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of 
Booths. This will be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all the 
nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths (Zech 14:16–19). 
 

Grudem states the issue well when he points out that the sin and punishment of the 
nations after Jesus returns does not fit the present age or the eternal state: 

 
Here again the description does not fit the present age, for the Lord is King 
over all the earth in this situation. But it does not fit the eternal state either, 
because of the disobedience and rebellion against the Lord that is clearly 
present.17  
 
Thus, the events of Zechariah 14 best fit with a premillennial understanding of 

the kingdom. While people from all nations are being saved in the present age, the 
nations themselves do not obey our Lord (see Psalm 2). In fact, they persecute those 
who belong to the Lord. In the millennial kingdom Jesus will rule the nations while 
He is physically present on earth. The nations will obey and submit to His rule, but 
as Zechariah 14 points out, whenever a nation does act as they should there is 
punishment. On the other hand, in the eternal state there will be absolutely no 
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disobedience on the part of the nations. The picture of the nations in the eternal 
state is only positive. The kings of the nations bring their contributions to the New 
Jerusalem (see Rev 21:24) and the leaves of the tree of life are said to be for the 
healing of the nations (see Rev 22:2). To compare: 

 
 
Present Age:  Jesus is in heaven and the nations do not yet submit to 

Jesus as King. 
Millennial Kingdom:  Jesus rules the nations on earth and punishes those 

nations that do not act as they should. 
Eternal State:  The nations act exactly as they should with no need of 

punishment. 
 
The idea of an earthly kingdom that comes after Jesus’ return but before the 

eternal state is consistent with several Old Testament passages. In the course of 
progressive revelation, Revelation 20 will reveal to us how long this intermediate 
kingdom will be (“a thousand years”), but it is not the first and only reference to 
such an era.  When someone says, “You have only one passage, Revelation 20, 
which allegedly teaches a millennium,” the answer is, “That’s not true. Revelation 
20 tells us how long Christ’s intermediate earthly kingdom will be—one thousand 
years—but other passages teach the idea of an intermediate kingdom.” 
Premillennialism, therefore, is a doctrine found in both the Old and New 
testaments.18 

 
3. Explicit Mention of a Millennium in Revelation 19–20 

 
The biblical case for premillennialism also includes Revelation 20, for it is 

here that an intermediate kingdom of one-thousand years is explicitly revealed. The 
millennium is found in Rev 20:1–10:  

 
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss 
and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of 
old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he 
threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would 
not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; 
after these things he must be released for a short time. Then I saw thrones, and 
they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because 
of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, 
and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they 
came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead 
did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first 

                                                 
18 I purposely have not discussed many New Testament passages that are consistent with 

premillennialism such as Matt 19:28; 25:31; Acts 1:6; Rev 5:10 and others that place the coming of the 
kingdom in the future at the time of the second coming. The main point to show here is that the Old 
Testament teaches the idea of an intermediate earthly kingdom. 
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resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first 
resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests 
of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. When the 
thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, and will 
come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog 
and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the 
sand of the seashore. And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and 
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down 
from heaven and devoured them. And the devil who deceived them was 
thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false 
prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  
 
This section can be summarized as follows: 

 
 Satan will be bound and all his activities are completely ceased for a 

thousand years (1–3). 
 Positions of kingdom authority were granted to previously martyred saints 

(4). 
 These martyrs who were slain for the testimony of Jesus are resurrected 

and reign with Christ for a thousand years (4). 
 Another group, “the rest of the dead,” came to life one thousand years later 

(5). 
 Those who are part of the first resurrection are priests of God and Christ 

and will reign with Him for a thousand years (6). 
 At the end of the thousand years Satan is released and leads a rebellion 

that is immediately defeated with fire from heaven (7–10). 
 
That this millennium is both earthly and future can be understood from several 

aspects. Before looking at this section, though, some information about the genre of 
the book of Revelation must be understood. 

 
Genre—Prophecy 

 
The book of Revelation describes what John experienced and saw via divine 

revelation:   
 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond–
servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and 
communicated it by His angel to His bond–servant John, who testified to the 
word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw (Rev 
1:1–2). 
 
What John receives is a “revelation” (apokalupsis) of Jesus Christ. Jesus 

Christ is pictured as a revealer of information that God wanted revealed to His 
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servants.19 Jesus “communicated” or “signified” this revelation by an angel to 
John.20 Jesus then refers to the prophetic nature of this revelation to be given: 

 
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and 
heed the things which are written in it (Rev 1:3a).  
 
The nature of this revelation is “prophecy.” In continuity with the prophets of 

the Old Testament, John received divinely inspired revelation that is prophetic in 
nature. This is a case, therefore, where the genre of the book of Revelation is 
explicitly stated. The genre is prophecy. Often much is made of the alleged 
“apocalyptic” nature of Revelation in which John supposedly wrote in the style of 
non–inspired Jewish apocalyptic writers of his era. Such discussion is complicated 
by the fact that there is considerable disagreement concerning how to define 
“apocalyptic genre.” It is also complicated by the fact that the book of Revelation 
has elements in it that do not fit with the traditional understanding of “apocalyptic.” 
For instance, with apocalyptic literature the real author is not known, but in the case 
of Revelation we know its author—John. Also, Revelation has an epistolary section 
to it (chaps. 2–3), something other apocalyptic literature writings do not have.  

So is there no relation between the book of Revelation and apocalyptic genre? 
The answer to this question depends on what one means by apocalyptic. If one 
identifies apocalyptic as divine revelation about the future in the form of visions 
and symbols to a prophet under divine inspiration, then, yes, the book of Revelation 
is apocalyptic. So too were OT prophetic books such as Daniel, Ezekiel, and 
Zechariah. But if one views John as mimicking the genre of other Jewish 
apocalyptic writers of his day who were not inspired then there are major 
problems.21 First, unlike the Jewish apocalyptic writers, John was writing under 
inspiration from God. The contents of John’s writings are not coming from his own 
mind but from actual revelations from God. And unlike other apocalyptic writers of 
his era, John did not sit down to intentionally write cryptic messages. He did not 
say to himself, “I need to give my people encouragement in difficult times so I am 
going to use cryptic symbols to encourage them.” If we take John at His word, he is 
simply writing down what God revealed to him via an angel of God. And unlike 

                                                 
19 There is some issue as to whether Jesus is the One being revealed or the One who is doing the 

revealing. The latter view is more likely. As Thomas states, “it refers to data that Jesus Christ was 
inspired by God to reveal to His servants.” Robert L. Thomas, Revelation 1–7: An Exegetical 
Commentary (Chicago: Moody, 1992), 52. 

20 Some claim that the word “signify” (semaino) is an indicator that the contents of the revelation 
are to be understood non-literally or symbolically. But this is reading too much into the term. The 
meaning here is that Jesus is going to “show,” “announce” or “declare” the contents of the revelation 
without indicating that there are cryptic meanings behind the terms used. 

21 Ladd observes that “apocalyptic writings appeared between 200 B.C. and A.D. 100, which 
purported to bring revelations from God explaining the reason for the prevalence of evil, disclosing 
heavenly secrets, and promising the imminent coming of His kingdom and the salvation of the afflicted.” 
George E. Ladd, “Apocalyptic,” in The New Bible Dictionary, ed. by J. D. Douglas (Grand Rapids: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1962), 1:43. 1 Enoch, Jubilees, the Assumption of Moses, 4 
Ezra, 2 Esdras, the Apocalypse of Baruch, and the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs were written 
during this time.  



 
 

 
 

The Kingdom of God and the Millennium | 243 

others, he is doing so under inspiration. For those who accept the supernatural 
nature of the Bible this should be no surprise. For John to see the resurrected Jesus 
who gives spectacular visions with vivid symbols representing literal truths is 
consistent with a revealing God. Other sections of Revelation confirm the prophetic 
nature of the book of Revelation: 

 
Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book (Rev 22:7).  
 
And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for 
the time is near” (Rev 22:10).  
 
“I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book . . .” 
(Rev 22:18a).  
 
“and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy . . .” 
(Rev 22:19a)  
 
In light of these verses, we do not have to guess what kind of literature 

Revelation is. The book of Revelation, including the millennium of Revelation 
20:1–6, is prophecy. Some of the details of this prophecy will be given in the form 
of symbols, but behind these symbols are literal truths. 

 
Literary Structure 

 
Where do the events of Revelation 20 fit within the overall structure of 

Revelation? Below is a listing of the major sections of Revelation:  
 
Prologue    1:1–1:8 
Letters to Seven Churches  1:9–3:22 
Heavenly Court and Its Judgment 4:1–11:19 
Prophetic/Apocalyptic Narrative 12:1–16:21 
Fall of Babylon   17:1–19:10 
Prophetic/Apocalyptic Narrative 19:11–21:8 
New Jerusalem Established  21:9–22:9 
Epilogue    22:10–22:21 
 
John’s discussion of the millennium comes within the literary section of 

19:11–21:8, a section that describes the return of Jesus and chronological events 
after His return. Here John uses the expression kai eidon eight times (19:11, 17, 19; 
20:1, 4, 11, 12; 21:1). Kai eidon can be translated “and I saw” or “then I saw.” This 
expression can refer to chronological progression which seems to be the case here. 
As Robert Mounce observed, “It should be noted that the recurring ‘and I saw’ of 
19:11, 17, 19; 20:1, 4, 12; and 21:1 appears to establish a sequence of visions which 
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carries through from the appearance of the Rider on the white horse (19:11) to the 
establishment of the new heaven and new earth (21:1ff).”22 

 
As the events within 19:11–21:8 unfold, John tells of several things he saw in 

succession, one after the other:  
 
19:11–16:  John saw (“And I saw”) the return of Christ with the armies of 
heaven to strike down Christ’s enemies and rule the nations. 
 
19:17–18: Then John saw (“Then I saw”) an angel in heaven calling to the 
birds to eat the flesh of the enemies of Christ. 
 
19:19–21 Then John saw (“And I saw”) the beast and the armies of the earth 
wage war against the returning Christ; the beast and the false prophet are 
seized and thrown into the lake of fire and the rest of the enemies are slain. 
 
20:1–3: Then John saw (“Then I saw”) an angel coming from heaven with a 
great chain to bind Satan and throws him into the pit where his evil activities 
are totally ceased. 
 
20:4–10: Then John saw (“Then I saw”) thrones established, the resurrection 
of the martyrs and their reigning with Christ for a thousand years, and the rest 
of the dead coming to life after the thousand years are completed. After the 
thousand-year period is over, Satan is released from his prison and leads a 
rebellion of nations against God’s people and the holy city. Satan is defeated 
and thrown into the lake of fire. 
 
20:11: Then John saw (“Then I saw”) a great white throne established that 
could not be escaped. 
 
20:12–15: Then John saw (“And I saw”) the great and the small judged, with 
those whose names were not found in the book of life being cast into the lake 
of fire; death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. 
 
21:1–8: Then John saw (“Then I saw”) a new heaven and a new earth and the 
coming of the New Jerusalem.  
 
The main point here is that in Revelation 19:11–21:8, John describes the 

second coming of Jesus and the events that follow it. This includes the thousand-
year reign of Christ of Rev 20:1–10. The events of Rev 20:1–10 follow the second 
coming of Jesus described in Rev 19:11. There is sequential progression, not 
recapitulation in this section. 

This understanding is a logical conclusion based on a section that is describing 
a chronological progression of events. As Craig Blaising observes, “It is noteworthy 

                                                 
22 Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977), 352. 
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. . . that when the issue of theological–historical significance is suspended and the 
question is strictly literary, there is general agreement that the events in the visions 
of 19:11–21:8 are correlative with or consequent to the Parousia of 19:11.”23  

Six of the eight visions that start with “and/then I saw” in 19:11–21:8 are 
commonly viewed as happening at the time of or after the events of the parousia as 
described in 19:11. The only two debated ones are 20:1–3 and 4–7, which describe 
the binding of Satan and the reign of the saints. Amillennialists and 
postmillennialists place these sections between the two comings of Jesus. But is it 
not simpler to understand all eight sections as describing events after the coming of 
Jesus? We think it is arbitrary to claim six of these are post-parousia, but two of 
them recapitulate. Blaising is correct that, “The presumption is in favor of viewing 
the remaining two visions [found in 20:1–6] in a similar manner.” Mounce is also 
accurate that “The interpretation that discovers recapitulation for the segment 20:1–
6 must at least bear the burden of proof.”24 

Also, the chronological understanding based on a proper understanding of the 
literary context makes most sense of what is being described in Revelation 19 and 
20. This section tells of the defeat of the false trinity that is opposed to God—Satan, 
the beast, and the false prophet. As the beast and the false prophet are defeated by 
the returning Christ in 19:19–21, the natural question involves what will happen to 
Satan who is the power behind the beast and the false prophet. A chronological 
progression view understands that at this time of Christ’s return Satan will be dealt 
with too. Off the heels of the defeat of the beast and the false prophet, Rev 20:1–3 
finds Satan being incarcerated. This means that all three enemies are defeated with 
the return of King Jesus.  

But if one insists on stating that Revelation 19 is about the second coming of 
Jesus, yet Rev 20:1 kicks the reader back to the beginning of the church age, then 
there is a disconnect in how God deals with His ultimate enemies. In this odd 
scenario, Satan is bound at the beginning of the church age (sort of), but the beast 
and the false prophet who are empowered by Satan are not defeated until the second 
coming of Jesus. It seems better to view all three members of the false trinity dealt 
with at the same time. Thus, the best reading indicates that Christ appears from 
heaven (19:11–19), He destroys His enemies, including the beast and the false 
prophet (19:20–21), and then He deals with the third member of the false trinity, 
Satan, by binding him and casting him into the abyss (20:1–3). Blomberg 
summarizes this well: 

 
In the process, we are told about the fate of two of the three members of the 
so-called satanic trinity introduced in 12:1–13:18. The beast and the false 
prophet, parodies of Jesus and the Holy Spirit, are captured and thrown alive 
into the lake of fire (19:20). Readers expect to hear next about the fate of the 
ringleader of the three, Satan himself, the one who wanted to usurp the place 
of God the Father, and they are not disappointed. Revelation 20:1 continues 

                                                 
23 Blaising, “Premillennialism,” in Three Views on the Millennium and Beyond, 213. 
24 Mounce, Book of Revelation, 352. 
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seamlessly, describing Satan’s confinement to the abyss until the very end of 
the millennium. The rest of the chapter follows equally inexorably from there 
on.25 
 
George Ladd also was correct when he declared, “There is absolutely no hint 

of any recapitulation in chapter 20.”26 And as Blomberg has aptly stated, “No 
matter how many flashbacks or disruptions of chronological sequence one might 
want to argue for elsewhere in Revelation, it makes absolutely no sense to put one 
in between Revelation 19 and 20 as both amillennialists and postmillennialists must 
do.”27 

 
The Binding of Satan 

 
Another reason for holding to a future and earthly understanding of the 

millennium of Revelation 20 is the nature of the binding of Satan described in Rev 
20:1–3. This passage describes an incarceration of Satan which results in a 
complete cessation of his activities:  

  
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss 
and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of 
old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he 
threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would 
not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; 
after these things he must be released for a short time. 
 
The language here is powerful. Note several truths concerning what happens 

to Satan: 
 
1. Satan is “bound.” 
2. Satan is thrown into the abyss. 
3. The abyss that Satan is placed in is “shut” and “sealed” over him. 
 
Much attention often is given to whether the activities of Satan are curtailed or 

ceased, but before one even considers the activities of Satan, one must recognize 
what is happening to Satan himself, as a personal being. Satan himself is 
incarcerated and confined in a real place, a place called “the abyss.” Our point here 
is not just that a specific function of Satan (i.e. deceiving nations) is hindered; 
Satan himself is absolutely confined to a place that results in a complete cessation 
of all that he does. Satan is imprisoned. He used to be able to inflict his evil ways 
on the earth but now he is no longer able to do so because his presence is 
                                                 

25 Craig L. Blomberg, “The Posttribulationism of the New Testament,” in A Case for Historic 
Premillennialism: An Alternative to ‘Left Behind’ Eschatology, eds., Craig L. Blomberg and Sung Wook 
Chung (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2009), 68. 

26 George Eldon Ladd, “An Historical Premillennial Response,” in The Meaning of the 
Millennium: Four Views, ed. Robert G. Clouse (Downers Grove: Inter Varsity, 1977), 190. 

27 Blomberg, 67. 
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transferred to the abyss. In Rev 9:1–3 the “bottomless pit” or “abyss” was a place 
that locust-like beings were confined. But their release from the abyss meant they 
were free to do their damaging activities “upon the earth” (9:3). On the flip side, 
while they were in the abyss they were not free to do anything on the earth. With 
the account of the demoniac in Luke 8, many demons pleaded with Jesus so they 
would not be sent to the “abyss” (8:31). It seems that they were afraid of being 
removed from having any presence or influence on earth and not just a curtailing of 
their activities to some degree. With this understanding that Satan himself has been 
taken from the earth to imprisonment in the abyss, conclusions can be made 
concerning what this means for his activities.  

Since Satan is confined to the abyss it can be said that one of his major 
activities—deceiving the nations—ceased as well. But as we saw, the main reason 
Satan is no longer able to deceive the nations is because he is in prison with no 
access to the earth. Imprisonment of a person means a cessation of that person’s 
works. To use an example, if a law enforcement officer arrests a serial killer who 
terrorized a city and puts him in prison we could say, “This wicked person has been 
jailed so that he cannot continue with his murdering ways.” Such a statement does 
not mean only that this person’s murdering activities are curtailed. Nor does it mean 
that he is free to rape and rob. That would be absurd. His incarceration as a person 
means his wicked ways have totally stopped. Likewise, the binding of Satan means 
for the first time in human history mankind will not have to deal with Satan’s 
deceptive tactics. That is why Mounce is correct when he states: “The elaborate 
measures taken to insure his [Satan's] custody are most easily understood as 
implying the complete cessation of his influence on earth (rather than a curbing of 
his activities).”28 

This truth that Satan is totally incarcerated during the millennium is not 
compatible with the views of amillennialism and postmillennialism. Both of these 
positions assert that the millennium is present during this present age and that Satan 
is present and active. His limitation is that he is not able to stop the gospel from 
going to the nations. This view, though, is wrong. The Scripture indicates that 
Satan’s ability to deceive is alive and well in this present age:  

 
2 Cor 4:4:  “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God.” 
 
1 Pet 5:8: “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, 
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” 
 
1 John 5:19:  “the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.” 
 

                                                 
28 Mounce, 353.  
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These passages, which were written by three apostles after the death, 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, make clear that Satan is still actively involved 
in worldwide deception. Plus, the book of Revelation itself explicitly states that 
before Jesus returns, Satan is actively deceiving the nations, with much success. 
Revelation 12:9 declares: 

 
And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the 
devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the 
earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 
 
The sphere of Satan’s deception before Jesus returns is “the whole world.” 

This worldwide deception over the nations is again discussed in Rev 13:2, 7–8: 
 
And the dragon [Satan] gave him [the Beast] his power and his throne and 
great authority . . . . It was also given to him [the Beast] to make war with the 
saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and 
tongue and nation was given to him. All who dwell on the earth will worship 
him.   
 
Satan is the energizing power behind the beast who has authority over “every 

tribe and people and tongue and nation.” Thus, in the time period between the two 
comings of Jesus, Satan is characterized by deceiving every people group. This is 
why the binding of Satan described in Rev 20:1–3 is so dramatic and historic. 
Before Jesus comes again Satan’s deceptive power over the nations is strong but in 
one moment his ability to deceive the nations will end. This passage directly 
contradicts any theology that says that Satan’s ability to deceive the nations is 
bound today. As Wayne Grudem points out, “It seems more appropriate to say that 
Satan is now still deceiving the nations, but at the beginning of the millennium this 
deceptive influence will be removed.”29 

Those who assert that the binding of Satan is taking place in this present age 
between the two comings of Jesus link the events of Rev 20:1–3 with Jesus’ victory 
over Satan at the cross. Of course it is true that the Bible indicates that Jesus was 
victorious over Satan at the cross. Yet the cosmic battle between God and Satan 
includes a progression of events that eventually culminates in Satan’s imprisonment 
in the lake of fire (see Rev 20:10). Just as a major war between two nations can 
involve many battles, so too, the battle between God and Satan involves several 
battles, with God’s victory involving several events: 

 
1. Satan judged and cast down from heaven before the fall of man (Isa 

14:12–15 and Ezek 28:11–19). 
2. Jesus’ demonstrations of power over Satan’s realm through his casting 

out of demons (Matt 12:28). 
3. Jesus’ victory over Satan at the cross (Col 2:15) 

                                                 
29 Grudem, Systematic Theology, 1118. 
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4. Satan thrown to the earth for a short time shortly before the return of 
Jesus (Revelation 12). 

5. Satan bound in the pit for one thousand years at the return of Jesus (Rev 
20:1–3). 

6. Satan sent to the lake of fire forever after the one thousand year reign of 
Jesus (Rev 20:7–10). 

 
These events above are separate but interrelated events in the cosmic war. But 

the binding of Satan described in Rev 20:1–3 occurs after Jesus returns to earth at 
His second coming, not before. 

 
Two Physical Resurrections 

 
Another evidence for a future understanding of the millennium is found in the 

two resurrections of Rev 20:4–5. The fulfillment of these two resurrections is future 
from our standpoint in history; this shows that the millennium is future as well. 

In verse 4, John says that “the souls of those who had been beheaded because 
of their testimony of Jesus . . . came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand 
years.” This group of souls who were beheaded is the same group of martyrs that 
came out of the great tribulation described in Revelation 6. Thus, there is an 
inherent connection between the martyrs of Revelation 6 and the martyrs who are 
resurrected in Revelation 20.  

Revelation 6:9–11 describes the fifth seal which is the martyrdom of God’s 
people who were slain because of their commitment to the Word of God and their 
testimony for Jesus (see Rev 6:9). This solemn passage tells of the condition of the 
souls of these martyred saints. Their state is not that of “reigning.” Instead, it is one 
of crying to the Lord for the avenging of their lives. These saints were killed for 
their testimony on the earth. And now their souls are in heaven and they are crying 
out, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging 
our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (6:10). Verse 11 then states that these 
martyrs were clothed in white and told to “rest for a little while longer” until the 
full number of martyred saints was completed. These saints are not involved in a 
kingdom reign; instead, they are eagerly calling on the Lord to deal with their 
enemies who killed them. The response given to them is to wait for awhile. 

The frustration of these saints comes to an end, though, with the events of 
Revelation 19 and 20. Revelation 5:10 promised a coming day when the saints 
would reign upon the earth: “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to 
our God; and they will reign upon the earth.” Now this day that the saints hoped for 
is coming true. The enemies of Jesus receive judgment. And with the Lord’s return, 
His saints will reign with him. This is the picture presented in Rev 20:4–6.  

Revelation 19:11–21 tells of the return of Jesus and the vanquishing of His 
enemies. Revelation 20:1–3 details the complete cessation of the activities of Satan. 
Then verse 4 tells us that thrones are established, indicating a kingdom reign. Then 
we are told that the martyred saints “came to life and reigned with Christ for a 
thousand years.” These are the same people who lost their physical lives in Rev 
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6:9–11. But now these people come to life. The term for “came to life” is ezesan, a 
word used of Jesus’ bodily resurrection in Revelation 2:8. Here Jesus referred to 
himself as, “The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life (ezesan).” 
The coming to life that Jesus is talking about is not spiritual salvation since Jesus 
did not need to be saved. Instead, His was a physical resurrection, a physical 
coming to life. The Jesus who was killed physically is the same Jesus who was 
raised physically from the dead. Likewise, these martyrs for the cause of Jesus who 
had physically died (Rev 6:9–11) are now physically made alive (Rev 20:4).  

Verse 5 then states, “The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 
thousand years were completed.” We are introduced now to another group called 
“the rest of the dead.” This is a different and much broader group than the one 
mentioned in verse 4. It is said of this second group that they did not “come to life” 
until the thousand years were over.  

Again, the term for “come to life,” ezesan, is used. Since ezesan referred to 
physical resurrection in verse 4 it is highly likely that ezesan refers to physical 
resurrection in verse 5. Such a conclusion is based on strong contextual and 
historical/grammatical considerations, for it is likely that the term ezesan would be 
used similarly in such close proximity. Thus, a thousand years after the first group 
was physically resurrected this second group experiences physical resurrection. For 
the second group, though, this physical resurrection is unto eternal judgment. Verse 
6 states, “Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over 
these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ 
and will reign with Him for a thousand years.” This states that those who 
experience the first resurrection will not experience what is called “the second 
death.” But those who are part of the second resurrection after the thousand years 
are affected by “the second death.” This second death is linked with the lake of fire 
(20:14) that comes as a result of the great white throne judgment of Rev 20:11–15. 

Amillennialists and postmillennialists have claimed that the first reference to 
ezesan (“came to life”) is a spiritual resurrection while the second reference to 
ezesan is a physical resurrection. The problem with this understanding is evident. 
That this term, ezesan, could be used in two different senses in such close proximity 
seems most improbable. Martyrs who have given their life to Christ are not in need 
of spiritual resurrection. They are already saved. That is why they gave their lives 
for Jesus in the first place. But martyrs who have lost their physical lives to God’s 
enemies are in need of a physical resurrection, and this is what Revelation 20:4 
promises. Amillennialists and postmillennialists admit that the second resurrection 
of Rev 20:5 cannot be a spiritual resurrection for if it were, this would be teaching 
universalism, the view that all people will be saved. But if the second resurrection 
is a physical resurrection what contextual reasons are there for claiming that the 
first resurrection of 20:4 is spiritual as the amillennialists and postmillennialists 
affirm? To claim that the resurrection of verse 4 is spiritual but the resurrection of 
verse 5 is physical stretches the limits of credibility.  

To avoid the obvious, some have asserted that when it comes to the two 
resurrections it is not chronology that is in view but the quality of the resurrections. 
Thus, the first resurrection is a kind of resurrection in which the focus is on spiritual 
salvation, while the second resurrection is in the category of physical resurrection. 



 
 

 
 

The Kingdom of God and the Millennium | 251 

Yet such a view does injustice to the immediate context which is very time–
oriented. The eight “and I saw” (kai eidon) markers in Rev 19:11–21:8 indicate 
chronology. And even more striking is that the second resurrection is said to follow 
the first resurrection by a “thousand years,” showing that time is in view. So to 
deemphasize chronology here is a major violation of the context. 

Thus, it is best to conclude that the martyrs who were killed for the sake of 
Jesus receive a physical resurrection while a thousand years later there will be a 
physical resurrection for another group. All of this argues for a future millennium. 
If the first resurrection of Rev 20:4–5 is a physical resurrection then the millennium 
of Revelation 20 must be future, following the second coming of Jesus in Revelation 
19. Since physical resurrection of saints has not occurred in history, such a 
resurrection must be a future event and cannot be something fulfilled in the inter–
advent age. Thus, Rev 20:4–5 is powerful evidence for the idea that there will be an 
intermediate age, a millennium, after the second coming of Jesus but before the 
final eternal state. 

 
Church History 

 
The last point to be made here is in regard to church history. I put this point 

last since the main arguments for a theological view should stem from Scripture. 
Yet there is an important point from history that should be considered by those 
evaluating the millennium issue. The point is this—for over two hundred years after 
the writing of Revelation by the apostle John, the strong consensus of the early 
church was that the millennium John spoke of was earthly and future. Or in other 
words, the church held to premillennialism. As the historian Philip Schaff declared: 

 
The most striking point in the eschatology of the ante–Nicene age is the 

prominent chiliasm, or millenarianism, that is the belief of a visible reign of 
Christ in glory on earth with the risen saints for a thousand years, before the 
general resurrection and judgment. It was indeed not the doctrine of the church 
embodied in any creed or form of devotion, but a widely current opinion of 
distinguished teachers, such as Barnabas, Papias, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, 
Tertullian, Methodius, and Lactantius.30 
 
After stating that “The Book of Revelation offers an example of a theology 

which is at the heart of earliest Christian conviction rather than being marginal to 
it,” Christopher Rowland points out, “Millennial beliefs were still widely held from 
the second century onward, as is evident in the writings of Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, 
Hippolytus, Tertullian, and Lactantius.”31 

It is also helpful to look at the millennial beliefs of those who had some 
connection with the apostle John, the author of Revelation 20:1–10. In addition, it is 

                                                 
30 Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church (Grand Rapids. Eerdmans, 1973), 2:614. 
31 Christopher Rowland, “The Eschatology of the New Testament Church,” in The Oxford 

Handbook of Eschatology, ed. Jerry L. Walls (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008), 68–69. 
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beneficial to examine the beliefs of those in close geographical proximity to Asia 
Minor where the apostle John lived later in his life. We think it probable that those 
who had a close association with John would also have a correct understanding of 
what John meant by the millennium.  

Papias (A.D. 60–130) was Bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia, Asia Minor. He 
was a contemporary of Polycarp.32 According to Martin Erdmann, Papias 
“represented a chiliastic tradition which had its antecedents in Palestine.”33 Papias’s 
dependence on the oral teachings of the apostles and elders has been documented 
by both Irenaeus and Eusebius.34 Eusebius points out that Papias received 
“doctrines of the faith” that came from the “friends” of the twelve apostles.35 
Eusebius also said of Papias, “It is worth while observing here that the name John is 
twice enumerated by him. The first one he mentions in connection with Peter and 
James and Matthew and the rest of the apostles, clearly meaning the evangelist.”36 
Papias, thus, saw himself as possessing the teachings of the apostles. As Eusebius 
notes, “And Papias, of whom we are now speaking, confesses that he received the 
words of the apostles from those that followed them.”37 Irenaeus also refers to 
Papias as “a hearer of John.”38 

It appears, therefore, that Papias had close connections with the apostles and 
John the apostle in particular. So did he hold a particular millennial view? He did—
Papias was a premillennialist. Eusebius records that Papias believed things that 
“came to him from unwritten tradition” and “teachings of the Saviour.” Among 
these beliefs were “that there will be a millennium after the resurrection of the dead, 
when the kingdom of Christ will be set up in material form on this earth.”39 Thus, 
with Papias we have a case of a Christian who had close access to John the apostle 
and was convinced that the kingdom of Christ was future and earthly.  

Next, Irenaeus (c. 130–c. 202) was born in Asia Minor and later became the 
Bishop of Lyons. As a youth Irenaeus listened to Polycarp, who probably had 
personal contact with John and other apostles.40 Irenaeus was not as directly 
associated with John as Papias, but the historical connection through Polycarp is 
still significant. Irenaeus knew someone who knew the apostle John. As with 
Papias, Irenaeus was also a strong believer in premillennialism. In fact, 
premillennialism was a major weapon in Irenaeus’s battle against Gnosticism and 

                                                 
32 Polycarp (A.D. 70–155) was Bishop of Smyrna and most important for our purposes, was a 

disciple of John the apostle. Because of his connection to the apostle John, Polycarp was viewed as a 
protector of true doctrine. According to Irenaeus, Polycarp was converted to Christianity by the apostles. 
He was made a bishop and had communicated with many who testified that they had seen Jesus. 

33 Erdmann, The Millennial Controversy, 107. For our purposes here, we are following the lead of 
Erdmann in viewing chiliasm and premillennialism as mostly synonymous. 

34 Ibid. 
35 Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, III. 39.2.  
36 Ibid., 39.5. 
37 Ibid., 39.7. 
38 Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book V. 33.4. 
39 Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 39.11–12. 
40 Erdmann, 108. 
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its unbiblical dualism between matter and spirit.41 Irenaeus used premillennialism 
and the idea of an earthly kingdom to fight the gnostic view that matter was evil 
that and God was not interested in redeeming the earth. Erdmann points out that 
“The book Adversus Haereses is also one of the most important sources of 
millennial expositions in the ante–Nicene literature.”42 

So with the cases of Papias and Irenaeus we have two people who had a 
historical connection with John the apostle who affirmed premillennialism. Is it 
possible that these two men were simply wrong about the millennium? Did they 
misunderstand John? Of course it is possible, but is it likely? We think not.43 It is 
more likely that they held to premillennialism because John himself taught this 
view. 

Those in geographical proximity to John also believed in premillennialism. 
John lived his later years at Ephesus in Asia Minor. Erdmann refers to the 
premillennialism of Asia Minor in the second century as “Asiatic millennialism.”44 
He also notes that “the decisive authority of Asiatic millennialism is John, from 
whom the elders claimed to have obtained their information. Moreover, John, as 
again stated by Papias, ascribed the origin of millenarianism to Christ.”45 Thus, the 
evidence indicates that Christians of Asia Minor held to premillennialism. Others 
associated with Asiatic millennialism include Tertullian, Commodian, and 
Lactantius. If premillennialism was the intended view of John the apostle, it seems 
natural to think that those who knew him or had a close association with him would 
also affirm premillennialism. And, if John the apostle lived in Asia Minor, it 
appears likely that those Christians near his area of influence also would have 
similar views as John on the millennium. We cannot be absolutely certain of these 
estimations, but they do appear probable. On the other hand, for amillennialism or 
postmillennialism to be correct, we have to believe that those who had close 
connections with John, either personally or geographically, were woefully wrong 
with their views of the millennium. In our view, this is possible but not probable. 

Scripture, not church history, determines the correctness of a theological view. 
But it seems to us that the historical argument is on the side of premillennialism 
since people close to John held premillennial views and premillennialism was the 
overwhelming view of those in Asia Minor and the church as a whole of the second 
century.46  

 
 
 

                                                 
41 For a detailed discussion of how Irenaeus used premillennialism as a weapon against 

Gnosticism see Erdmann, 107–29. 
42 Ibid., 109. 
43 Eusebius himself believed Papias was mistaken. 
44 Erdmann., The Millennial Controversy, 107–134. 
45 Erdmann, 111. 
46 We are not saying that every single Christian of the second century was a premillennialist, but 

premillennialism was clearly the dominant view. 
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Conclusion 
 
The testimony of Scripture is clear—the millennial kingdom of Jesus the 

Messiah is earthly and future from our standpoint in history. The Old Testament 
offers evidence for an intermediate kingdom, and this intermediate kingdom is 
explicitly stated to be one thousand years according to Rev 20:1–10. In addition, the 
consensus of the early church was that Jesus’ millennial reign was both earthly and 
future. The truth of premillennialism should cause all Christians to pray what Jesus 
taught us to pray in Matt 6:10: “Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as 
it is in Heaven.” 
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Session 21 - Understanding the Millennium

The Millennium - An Inheritance Gained

As we come to Revelation chapter 20, we are introduced to one of the most debated subjects in holy writ, but why? 
Scripture has much to say about the kingdom of God expressed on earth and as Jesus taught us to pray, we 
proclaim “thy kingdom come”. The word come is used in an active present sense which means that we pray with 
the expectation of its occurrence. This is in conjunction with His will being done on earth as well as in heaven. 
Believers continue to pray the Lords prayer even now, but how many are actually taking it literally – eagerly looking 
for both the Kingdom and will of God to be carried out on earth to the extent that it is in heaven?

Revelation 20 only actually reveals a few details of the kingdom on earth such as it’s duration of 1,000 years, Satan 
bound in the Abyss and the first resurrection ruling with Christ. But promises of this earthly kingdom are no 
mystery in scripture. As we stated in the introduction to Revelation for every time the first advent of Christ is 
detailed the second is mentioned 8 times. Out of 330 Messianic prophecies only 109 were fulfilled in the first 
advent. The second coming is second only to the subject of faith in scripture and 1 out of every 25 verses in the NT 
alone mention it. There are 21 different recordings of Christ mentioning His second coming in the gospels and we 
are told to be ready for it over 50 times in the NT.

Millennial Views (basic)

AMILLENNIALISM

For the first century and a half of the church the consesus view of prophecy was that it pointed to a premillennial 
view. It was through the Alexandrian school that the practice of allegorizing scripture became a popular practice. 
Origen was amongst the scholars who promoted this approach to interpreting scripture. Other scholars and histo-
rians who promoted this method were Eusebius and Jerome, but the view became the most widely adopted under 
the influence of Augsutine. As the Roman Catholic church became the dominant institution seen as being the 
church, the premillennial view was the dominant view for over 1,400 years. Even with the reformation proposing 
many problems with Catholic dioctrine , the allegorical view of prophetic scripture was not challenged and most of 
the reformers maintained this view. Most scholars within reformed tradition still hold to an amillennial view today, 
but scholars from both the amillennial and postmillennial views admit that if scripture were to be taken as literal 
then it does seem to point to a premillennial view of prophecy.

This view would not support a literal 1,000 year reign of Christ on earth. It views the reign of Christ as having  
already begun in the hearts of the church and is therefore present now on earth spiritually. Additionally, saints who 
are with the Lord now are already reigning with Him in heaven as fulfillment of kingdom prophecy. They see Satan 
as bound since people come to Christ from many nations and he is therefor not “deceiving the nations”. They do 
believe that sin and evil will increase.

They do not see a rapture event rather the belief is that when one becomes a believer, they are resurrected spiritually 
and call this the first resurrection. When Jesus returns He will bring about the end of this current created order and 
the Great White Throne judgement will take place; the second resurrection. Christ will therefor not reign on earth 
as a result of His second coming, but will destroy the current created order, carry out the final white throne judge-
ment and the create the new heavens and earth immediately.

The most obvious problem that arises with allegorizing scripture is that it is very arbitrary and subjective. But the 
overwhelming pattern of the fulfillment of prophetic text throughout history has proven to be very literal down to 
the most precise details. In the book of Revelation itself all numbers given point to very specific and literal details. 
If the 1,000 year reign of Christ were meant to represent some large, symbolic period of time, then why not exagger-
ate it more? There are 144,000 Jewish witnesses, a 200,000,000  million man army; etc.. Jesus tells the church at 
Laodecia “The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down 
with my Father on his throne.” (Rev 3:21). This implies a throne of His own not yet received but will be. It will be 
upon this throne that Jesus will grant to His saints to reign with him. This puts the reign of the saints of Christ with 
Him as a future event, not as being fulfilled now.  
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There is a wide range of variation within both amillennialism and postmillennialism. This is due 

primarily to the arbitrary nature of allegorizing scripture and not following a strict literal herme-

neutic. However, the standard set by the details prophesied and fulfilled in the first advent of 

Christ, demonstrate that we must continue to use a strict, literal interpretation of prophecy 

that is yet to be fulfilled. That brings us to the third major view; premillennialism.

POSTMILLENNIALISM

PREMILLENNIALISM

This view would also not support a literal 1,000 year reign of Christ on earth. The kingdom 

of Christ is viewed as already present and He reigns through His church. Unlike Amillennial-

ism and Premillennialism, Post Millennialism believes that the spread of the gospel will lead 

to a gradual “Christianization” of the world which will bring about a golden age of peace 

and harmony prior to the second coming. Christ will return to the earth for His own and to 

then judge the unbelievers only after this golden age has been realized. This view also sees 

conversion as the first resurrection and the Great White Throne judgement as the second 

resurrection. The 20th and now 21st centuries have brought many fatal blows to this view 

yet it is on the rise again in various forms such as Liberation Theology, Kingdom Theology 

(Re constructionism) Theonomy and Dominionism. Both amillennialism and post millenni-

alism deny any future for national Israel as part of God’s unfolding plan. Certain texts or 

phrases are extracted from New Testament passages to support the idea that the true Israel 

is made up of Jew and Gentile and all current and future prophecies are meant to be for 

both Jew and Gentile within the church.

While premillennialist will allow for figures of speech and allegory, they do so only where the text 

allows it and otherwise stick to a strict, literal hermeneutic when studying prophecy that has yet to 

be fulfilled. The only real debate within this view is when the rapture of the church will take place. 

Premillennialism holds the view that there will be a literal 1,000 year reign of Christ physically on this 

earth in His future kingdom. They hold the view that the majority of the promises given to national 

Israel pertaining to the kingdom are yet to be fulfilled and that it is through their partial hardening 

that the church was born. But their national rebellion will ultimately be reversed through the tribula-

tion period that the Lord brings about. Satan, powers and principalities continue to influence the 

wickedness of man which will steadily increase and then climax in a final seven year period, but then 

they will be bound for the duration of the millennial kingdom. The gospel will continue to be spread 

even through this time and the return of Christ will result in the judgement of the nations and of 

Israel. Only the redeemed, both natural and resurrected, will enter the kingdom age and reign with 

Christ. The first resurrection includes all of the redeemed of the church, Old Testament saints and 

tribulation saints who died for the sake of Christ. The second resurrection (that leads unto death) 

will take place at the end of the millennium when the Great White Throne judgement takes place. It 

will be after this 1,000 year reign that Christ will put an end to one final rebellion with fire that will 

take all of the current created order out of existance. He will then create the new heavens and new 

earth that will be eternal.



Revelation provides the frame work in which all of the prophetic details pertaining to the king-

dom expressed on earth will be fulfilled particularly in Christ. Jesus calls the kingdom the 

“regeneration”:

Peter speaks of both advents of Christ in his sermon to the Sanhedrin in Acts:

Paul refers to the kingdom on earth as the summing up of all things:

There is much more concerning the kingdom in New Testament, but the kingdom debate begins 

in the Old Testament. There are many passages in the Old Testament that speak of the kingdom 

on earth. Some of those passages include Deut 30:1-5; 2 Sam 7:12-16; Psa 2:6-12; Isa 2:2-4; 

11:1-10; 12:1-6; 24:23; 32:15-20; 35:1-2; 60:10-18; 65:20-22; Jer 3:14-18; 23:5-6; 30:3; 

31:35-40; 33:14-18; Eze 34:23-24; 36:16-38; 37:15-28; Dan 2:44-45; Hos 3:4-5; Joel 3:18-21; 

Amos 9:11-15; Mic 4:1-8; Zeph 3:14-20; and Zech 14:9-11.

The earliest promises concerning the kingdom are given in the covenants God made with Abra-

ham and the nation which would come from him. There are two types of covenants, unilateral 

(unconditional) and bilateral (conditional). Unilateral covenants take place between two 

parties but are ultimately upheld by the party that initiated it. Bilateral covenants require that 

both parties live up to what is required of them in order for the covenant to be maintained. The 

six covenants in the bible are foundational to all of prophecy and ones method of interpreta-

tion of these covenants will determine their entire eschatology.

The six covenants are the Noahic, the Abrahamic, the Priestly, the Mosaic, the Davidic, and the 

New Covenant. We will look at the basic tenants of these six covenants in order to get an
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"Then Peter said to Him, "Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what then will there 

be for us?" And Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the 

regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve 

thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel."  

Matt 19:27-28 (NASB)

"But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His 

Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be 

wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; and that 

He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, whom heaven must receive until the period of 

restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient 

time."                                                                                                      Acts 3:18-21 (NASB)

"He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed 

in Him with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing 

up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him"  

Eph 1:9-10 (NASB)
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overview of how they relate to what has come to pass in history and what has yet to be fulfilled.

The very first time the word “covenant” shows up is in Genesis 6:18 where God says to Noah 

“But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark...”. The nature of this 

covenant is unilateral as indicated by the use of “My covenant”. An examination of this cove-

nant reveals that:

 1)The seasons will endure (8:22)

 2)“Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant with you” (9:9)

 3)Never again will all flesh be destroyed by means of the flood (9:11)

 4)The rainbow will be the sign for the covenant as long as the covenant is valid (9:12-17)

 5)It is presented as an “everlasting covenant” between God and all flesh that is on the earth (9:16).

This is the most general of all of the covenants but in no way is insignificant. There is nothing within 

the context of Genesis 6-9 that allows for an allegorical interpretation although many do in error with 

views such as a localized flood. One can hardly explain the geological record with such limitations on 

the true meaning of plain text. Also God would have violated His covenant many times over with the 

vast amount of localized floods that are recorded in history. Peter reminds us that there is a time 

coming when the earth will be destroyed in the same way by fire:

The initial establishment of the Abrahamic Covenant is in Genesis 12:1-3 where Yahweh instructed 

and promised Abram: 

 1) “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father's house, to the land

  which I will show you” (12:1);

 2) “I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall 

  be a blessing” (12:2);

 3) “I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse”(12:3a);

 4) “in you all the nations of the earth shall be blessed” (12:3b).

After Abraham came to the land where the Canaanite was “ The LORD appeared to Abram and said, 

"To your descendants I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the LORD who had appeared 

to him.” (12:7). These promises become framed within the context of a covenant in Gen 13:14-17:

"Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after 

their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell 

asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation." For when they maintain this, 

it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was 

formed out of water and by water, through which the world at that time was destroyed, being 

flooded with water. But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, 

kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men."                   2 Pet 3:3-7 (NASB)

The Noahic Covenant

The Abrahamic Covenant
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There are several new components to this second iteration of the Abrahamic Covenant.

 1) The covenant includes the land of Canaan given to Abraham and his descendants.

 2) This land grant to Abraham and his descendants is “forever”!

 3) Finally Abraham's descendants would be as the sand of the earth.

So between this iteration and the initial promise of blessing to the nations (gospel), the promise of his 
numerous descendants and the land are now framed within a forever context. Although many will 
attempt to separate some of these components out of the forever context in order to fit their presup-
positions it is not presented in a way that allows for dissection. But this covenant becomes more 
detailed and ratified by God Himself in a way that demonstrates the unilateral and eternal nature of 
the Abrahamic Covenant in Genesis 15:

In his book “The Promised Land: A Biblical-Historical View” Walter Kaiser says of this iteration of the 
covenant:

"The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, "Now lift up your eyes and look 

from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the 

land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever. I will make your descen-

dants as the dust of the earth, so that if anyone can number the dust of the earth, then your 

descendants can also be numbered. Arise, walk about the land through its length and breadth; for 

I will give it to you.""                                                                            Gen 13:14-17 (NASB)

"And He said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you 
this land to possess it." He said, "O Lord GOD, how may I know that I will possess it?"So He 
said to him, " Bring Me a three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a three year 
old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon." Then he brought all these to Him and cut them 
in two, and laid each half opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds. The birds of prey came 
down upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away. Now when the sun was going down, a deep 
sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him. God said to Abram, 
"Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they 
will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. But I will also judge the nation whom they will 
serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions. As for you, you shall go to your 
fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age. Then in the fourth generation they will 
return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete”. It came about when the sun had 
set, that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which 
passed between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To 
your descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river 
Euphrates: the Kenite and the Kenizzite and the Kadmonite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and 
the Rephaim and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Girgashite and the Jebusite.""

Gen 14:7-21 (NASB)

“So solemn was this covenant with its gift of the land that Genesis 15:7-21 depicted God alone 

moving between the halves of the sacrificial animals after sunset as “a smoking furnace and a
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We must always keep in mind that the Lord is eternal and sees things from the same perspective; 

outside of time and space. So the Lord can declare “I have given to you” and be faithful to the perma-

nent nature of the promise despite the appearances of the reality of the covenant in history. In his 

commentary “Did God fulfill every promise?” Gregory Harris states:

We have already said that the Abrahamic Covenant is either all figurative or all literal with no room for 

dissection. There can also be no loss of any of the components of the promise within its “forever” 

nature. If Israel had somehow forfeited the blessings promised to them through the covenant; i.e. the 

land and national aspects then all of the remaining aspects of the covenant would have to be forfeited 

as well, such as the blessings to all nations (the gospel). Genesis 22:15-18 is the sixth iteration of this 

covenant.

There was only one son of promise given to Abraham; Isaac. Isaac had the covenant confirmed to him 

by God in Gen 26:2-5, 24. Within this reconfirmation of the Abrahamic Covenant was five specific 

provisions:

  1) Isaac is to be blessed (26:3a, 24a)

 2) the land again promised to both Isaac and his seed(26:3b, 4b)

 3) the seed will be multiplied (26:4a, 4b)

 4) Gentiles would eventually be blessed through his seed (26: 4c)

 5) based on the promises given to Abraham (26: 3c, 5, 24c).

The same covenant was confirmed to Jacob, the younger son of Isaac (Gen 28:13-15) and then 

through Jacob to his twelve sons (Gen 49).

So the Abrahamic Covenant can therefore be broken down into three basic aspects: the land , the seed 

and the blessing. It is through the subsequent covenants that the aspects are fulfilled. The land aspect 

is fulfilled through the Land Covenant (sometimes called the Palestinian Covenant). The seed

flaming torch” (v. 17) . . . Thus, He obligated Himself and only Himself to fulfill the terms of this 

oath. Abraham was not asked or required likewise to obligate himself. The total burden for the 

delivery of the gift of the land fell on the divine Provider but not on the devotion of the patriarch. 

As if to underscore the permanence of this arrangement, Genesis 17:7, 13, 19

stress that this was to be “an everlasting covenant.”25 (pg 303)

“It is likewise essential to observe that the territory described is quite large with a landmass of

approximately 300,000 square miles or twelve and one-half times the size of Great Britain and 

Ireland. This stands in stark contrast to the surprisingly small traditional borders that include a 

territory that extends only “about 150 miles north to south (going from Dan to Beersheba) and 

an average of thirty miles east to west from the Mediterranean to the Jordon River Valley)” and 

significantly falls short of fulfilling the specified boundaries with only a landmass of about 10,000 

square miles... the difference between the land promised by God and that actually gained by the 

Jewish people comes to approximately only one-thirtieth of the designated landmass.” pg 9

Reconfirmations of the Abrahamic Covenant
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aspect is included in the Davidic Covenant while the blessings promised are covered under the New 

Covenant.

This covenant is found in Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20. At the very start the covenant is marked out as 

separate from the Mosaic Covenant:

Verses 1-10 basically state the provisions of the covenant with verses 5-10 covering the promises to His 

people, Israel.

The Land Covenant has eight basic provisions:

 1) The rebellion of Israel including the scattering of Israel to the nations was prophesied (29:2-30:1)

  The remaining provisions speak to Israel’s final restoration

 2) Israel will repent(30:2)

 3) Messiah will return (30:3)

 4) Israel will be regathered (30:3-4)

 5) Israel will possess the promised land (30:5)

 6) Israel will be regenerated (30:6)

 7) Her enemies will be judged (30:7)

 8) Israel will receive full Messianic Kingdom blessing (30:8-10)

The primary thing to note is that God owns the land and He has determined it for Israel. Her obedi-

ence is what determines her enjoyment of the land. This covenant is given after the Mosaic Covenant 

and is a further confirmation of the Abrahamic. It was furthermore confirmed in Ezekiel 16: 1-63 

which paints a perfect picture of the unconditional nature of the Land Covenant. God selects her as 

an outcast infant which He rears to the age of marriage. She then becomes the wife of Jehovah and is

The Land Covenant 

“These are the words of the covenant which the LORD commanded Moses to make with the 

sons of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant which He had made with them at 

Horeb.”                                                                                                   Gen 29:1 (NASB)

“The LORD your God will bring you into the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall 

possess it; and He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers. Moreover the 

LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live. The LORD your God 

will inflict all these curses on your enemies and on those who hate you, who persecuted you. And 

you shall again obey the LORD, and observe all His commandments which I command you 

today. Then the LORD your God will prosper you abundantly in all the work of your hand, in 

the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your cattle and in the produce of your ground, 

for the LORD will again rejoice over you for good, just as He rejoiced over your fathers; if you 

obey the LORD your God to keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in this 

book of the law, if you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and soul. 

Gen 30:5-10 (NASB)
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adorned with royal garments and jewels. Ezekiel 16 then moves on to depict her harlotry that leads to 

her eventual scattering. Still even Ezekiel ends with the eventual regathering and remarriage of God to 

His chosen nation by means of the Land Covenant.

The first iteration of the Davidic Covenant in 2 Samuel 7 puts an emphasis on Solomon:

In the second iteration of the David Covenant found in 1 Chronicles, the emphasis is placed on the 

Messiah:

As progressive revelation of Gods plan unfolded through history, the way in which the unconditional 
promises made to Abraham and his descendants would be fullfilled became more and more defined. 
Here the plan is further defined through the promise to David, his house and Dynasty. Seven main 
provisions can be summarized from these two passages:

 1) The promise to David of an eternal house or dynasty (2Sam 7:11b, 16; 1Chron 17:10b)
 2) Solomon would be seated on Davids throne after him (2Sam 7:12)
 3) Solomon would build the temple that David so eagerly desired to build (2Sam 7:13a)
 4) The throne of David and Solomons kingdom would be established forever (2Sam 7:13b, 16)
 5) Although Solomon would be disciplined for sin, God would not remove His lovingkindness from
  him (2Sam 7:14-15). The Lord states this while comparing him to Saul whom God did take favor
  away from as a result of his rebellion. Once again this displays the unconditional nature of Gods 
  covenants. It was Solomons sin that caused the kingdom to split, but it did so after his life.
 6) Messiah would be a direct descendant of David, established on David’s throne.
 7) The Messiahs throne and kingdom are to be established forever.

All of the eternal aspects of this covenant, the eternal dynasty, eternal throne, eternal kingdom and 
eternal descendant are to be fulfilled within the broader promises given to Israel. The Davidic Cove-
nant is further expressed in 2 Sam 23:1-5; Ps 89:1-52; Isa 9:6-7; 11:1; Jer 23: 5-6; 30:8-9; 33:14-17, 
19-26; 19:26; Ezek 37:24-25; Hosea 3:4-5; Amos 9:11; Luke 1:30-35, 68-70 and Acts 15:14-18.

The Davidic Covenant

“The LORD also declares to you that the LORD will make a house for you. When your days are 
complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will 
come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him and he will be a son to 
Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons 
of men, but My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I 
removed from before you. Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your 
throne shall be established forever. In accordance with all these words and all this vision, so 
Nathan spoke to David.”                                                                  2Sam 7:11b-17 (NASB)

“Moreover, I tell you that the LORD will build a house for you. When your days are fulfilled that 
you must go to be with your fathers, that I will set up one of your descendants after you, who will 
be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build for Me a house, and I will establish 
his throne forever. I will be his father and he shall be My son; and I will not take My lovingkindness 
away from him, as I took it from him who was before you. But I will settle him in My house and 
in My kingdom forever, and his throne shall be established forever. According to all these words 
and according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.”              1 Chr 17 :10b-15 (NASB)
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This is the only conditional covenant between Jehovah and Israel. The details of this covenant extend 

from Exodus 20:1 through Deuteronomy 28:68 with Moses acting as the representative of Israel to 

God. There are a total of 613 commandments as part of the Mosaic law that make up the basis upon 

which Israel could, through obedience to them remain in blessed standing with Jehovah.

This covenant was ratified in blood in Exodus 24:1-11 and the blood sacrifice is the key element (Lev 

17:11). The blood sacrifice of an animal only covered sin and was necessary for the restoration of 

fellowship, but it never removed it. There are many purposes for the giving of the law:

 1) To reveal the righteous standard of the holiness of Jehovah and what He requires for a proper

  standing with Him.

 2) To provide a standard of conduct for God’s people.

 3) Provides seven specific holy seasons for both individual and corporate Jewish worship. It is

  through these seasons that the first and second advent of Christ is rehearsed.

 4) To keep the Jewish people distinct from the Gentiles.

 5) To place a wall of partition between the Hebrews and the Gentiles (Eph 2:11-16).

 6) To reveal sin; specifically that no one could live up to Gods standard of righteousness.

 7) To also make sin abound (Rm 4:15; 5:20; 7:7-13; 1Cor 15:56)

 8) To make the sinner aware of his need of an advocate

 9) To drive the sinner to saving faith in the Lord’s grace. A grace which has it’s ultimate expression in 

  the Messiah’s sacrifice.

Two of the primary identifying marks for the Hebrew was the circumcision and the Sabbath. Both 

outward signs meant to signify an inner consecration of ones self to holy God. This covenant was vital 

in establishing the need for the New covenant and for providing the legal grounds upon which the last 

Adam will be given His “inherited” right to rule in a literal earthly kingdom.

The Mosaic Covenant

The Priestly Covenant

"Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the 

priest, has turned away My wrath from the sons of Israel in that he was jealous with My jealousy 

among them, so that I did not destroy the sons of Israel in My jealousy. Therefore say, 'Behold, I 

give him My covenant of peace; and it shall be for him and his descendants after him, a covenant 

of a perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his God and made atonement for the sons 

of Israel.'"                                                                                          Num 25:10-13 (NASB)
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Phinehas acted out against an Israelite man who, during the rebellion with the Moabites caused by 

Balaams instigation, took a Moabite woman into his tent to consummate a marriage in front of Israel. 

It was because of Phinehas’s zeal that the Lord declared this covenant. According to 1Chr 6:50-53, the 

genealogical line of Phinehas will continue into the millennial kingdom through Zadok.  Ezekiel 

indicates that the only priests permitted to minister in the millennial temple are those of the line of 

Zadok (44:15; 48:11). Jeremiah 33:20-21 links this perpetual priesthood with the Davidic covenant. 

Those who allegorize the future promises of Davids throne to be where Christ sits in heaven now, can’t 

find an easy explanation for the promise of a kingdom priesthood for the line of Phinehas.

This covenant with the house of Israel and of Judah is made in reference to it’s uniqueness from the 

covenant that Jehovah made with their fathers “when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 

the land of Egypt”. This covenant that they broke was the Mosaic covenant or the law. The New cove-

nant is also repeated in Is 55:3; 59:21; 61:8-9; Jer 32:40; Ezek 16:60; 34:25-31; 37:26-28 and Romans 

11:25-27. There are nine identifiable provisions that the Lord establishes through the various times the 

covenant is given and repeated:

 1) It is an unconditional covenant between Jehovah and both houses of Israel. In this context (both

  houses) there can be no mistake that this is a subliminal message that really means the future

  church. It clearly, in context is a reference to the Jewish nation.

 2) It is distinct from the bilateral Mosaic covenant which is said by God to be broken at the point of

  ratifying the New covenant. The New covenant is therefore meant to replace the Mosaic, a

  reality that the author of Hebrews explains:

 3) Israel's future regeneration; national salvation - “they will ALL know me”. (Compare with Rom

       11:25-29)

The New Covenant

"Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the 

day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, 

although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD. But this is the covenant which I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and 

on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. They will not 

teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they 

will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."                   Jer 31: 31-34(NASB)

"But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a 

better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. For if that first covenant had been 

faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second. For finding fault with them, He 

says.....When He said, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is 

becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear.”                   Heb 8:7-8a; 13 (NASB)
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 4) Salvation of every Jew at the time - “from the least of them to the greatest”. This will be true of the

  faithful remnant of the Jews at the time of the full application of Jeremiah 31; a truth that Paul

  confirms in Romans 11:25 when he expounds on the New covenant in light of Israel’s current

  rebellion. In the Millennium all Jews will be believers as it says “They will not teach again, each

  man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me”

  

 5) Provision for the application of all unconditional covenants. The law was effective at pointing out 

  the sinful and rebellious nature of Israel. It made provision for the forgiveness and national

  blessing of Israel. But the New Covenant will actually take away their sin. 

 6) The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is promised (Jer31:33; Ezek 36:27) Again not part of the

  provisions of the Mosaic Covenant.

 7) The law did provide national material blessing when obeyed, but national material blessing will be

  in abundance and a permanent part of her restored status throughout the Millennium (Jer 32:41

  Isa 61:8; Ezek 34:25-27). Again failure will not be a part of Israel's restored status during the

  millennium.

 8) The Millennial temple will be built and in place (Ezek 37:26-28). The first temple under the

  Davidic Covenant was built by Solomon. The Herodian temple was the second temple and was

  the temple standing in Christ’s time that was subsequently destroyed by the Romans. The third

  temple will be built under false pretenses.

 9) The Law of Christ will be the operative law, not the law of Moses. The Law of Christ (Gal 6:2) is

  also called the Law of the Spirit of Life (Rom8:2). In it are all of the laws from Christ and the 

  Apostles that are applicable to the New Testament believer. It has its source in the New Covenant

  and even though it has many similarities the Law of Moses, it omits some of the Mosaic law and

  intensifies others. The primary point of difference between the law of Moses and the Law of Christ

  is that the prior is served out of obligation in order to be under the blessing of the Lord while the

  later is served out of gratitude for the unfathomable blessing that has been already given to the 

  believer.

In summary it is only through the New Covenant that the blessing aspect of the Abrahamic and subse-

quent unconditional covenants can be realized. For the nation of Israel it provides for the promised 

kingdom under the theocratic rule of Messiah and for the Gentiles it provides for the gracious act of 

becoming grafted into the commonwealth of Israel (Eph 3). For all of the redeemed beyond the 

millennium it means that they will be preserved from the second death and spend eternity in the 

perfected state of the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
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In this final portion of the given of the New Covenant, it is clear that the Lord ties His promises to a 

literal interpretation; so literal that the very order of creation is linked to it. Again notice how the 

promise is made to “the offspring of Israel” in the context of a “nation”. He also declares this in light 

of “all that they have done” as a nation so it would include the future rebellion against Christ that led 

to their status as “not my people” for 2,000 years.

In his books “Israelestine...” and “Psalm 83” author Bill Salus points out this prophetic aspect of Israel 

from the book of Hosea. Hosea’s story paints a vivid picture of the reality of Israel’s harlotry, her 

judgement as a result and God’s enduring promises. God calls Israel “Mine elect” in Isa 42:1; 45:4; 

65:9, 22. Jesus spoke of the regathering of Israel from their scattering in His prophetic utterances in 

Matthew 24. So as many would say that as Israel lost her promises because of her rejection of their 

Messiah, it could only be based on the presumption that their rebellion wasn’t part of God’s sovereign 

plan. Yet Hosea declares all of these things in very specific terms.

So through Hosea’s life and the prophecy given 

to him, the Lord predicts that the nation will 

eventually reach a status so severe that they will 

become “not My people”, yet even with this 

severe “divorce” He reminds them of the Abra-

hamic Covenant and then connects it’s final 

fulfillment with the new as the Lord declares that 

both Israel and Judah will be gathered again in 

the same place that the became “not My people” 

but this time with the status as “the sons of the 

living God” which is nothing less than conversion through faith. This is all fulfilled within the context 

of Israel and Judah exulting Christ as their “one leader” in their land.

From “My People” to “Not My People” and back again

"Thus says the LORD, Who gives the sun for light by day And the fixed order of the moon and 

the stars for light by night, Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar; The LORD of hosts is His 

name: If this fixed order departs From before Me," declares the LORD, "Then the offspring of 

Israel also will cease From being a nation before Me forever." Thus says the LORD, "If the heav-

ens above can be measured And the foundations of the earth searched out below, Then I will also 

cast off all the offspring of Israel For all that they have done," declares the LORD."                                                                                         

Jer 31:35-37 (NASB)

"When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and gave birth to a son. And the LORD said, 

"Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not My people and I am not your God." Yet the number of the 

sons of Israel Will be like the sand of the sea, Which cannot be measured or numbered; And in the 

place Where it is said to them, "You are not My people," It will be said to them, "You are the sons 

of the living God.” And the sons of Judah and the sons of Israel will be gathered together, And they 

will appoint for themselves one leader, And they will go up from the land, For great will be the day 

of Jezreel."                                                                                                   Hos 1:8-11 (NASB)

GOD’S LOVINGKINDNESS TO ISRAEL
Hosea & Gomer

Betrothal Hos 1:2

Hos 1:3

Hos 2:2;3:1

Hos 3:1

Hos 3:3-5

Assumed; Jer 2:2; Ezek 16:8

Assumed; Jer 3:1; Ezek 16:9-14

Hos 2:5; 4:12; Jer 3:6; 5:7;

Ezek. 16: 15-34

Hos. 2:2; Jer 3:8-10, 20; Ezek.

16: 35-59

Hos 1:10-11; 2:14-23; 14:4-9;

Jer. 3:22-4:2; Ezek 16:60-63
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This shouldn’t be a surprise because Israel is referred to over 2000 times in scripture and not once 

does it mean anything other than what it says. God is called “the God of Israel” over 200 times. Paul 

recounts what scripture promised regarding the promises to Israel from the same Hosea passage:

As Paul continues through chapters 10 and 11 reflecting on God’s faithfulness to always preserve a 

remnant regardless of the rebellion of the nation as a whole, he explains the faithfulness of God to 

bring blessing to the Gentiles who are now being grafted into the root that was not their own, that is 

the root of God’s promises to a nation for a kingdom of eternal blessing. In regards to considering 

Israel as a nation rejected by God, Paul emphatically rejects that notion as he reminds us of why Israel, 

as a nation, is in her rebellion:

The plain hermeneutic here clearly shows Paul contrasting the nation of Israel with the Gentiles and 

how the sovereign election of God stands for Israel as a nation. And it is by His gracious election that 

the same promises have become open to the Gentiles who through Israel’s temporary rebellion, have 

been grafted in...PRAISE GOD!

One of the most significant keys to understanding if a literal view of prophecy is correct is what the 

mind-set of the faithful Jews (the Israel of God) was in the time of Christ; did they believe literally in the 

unilateral covenants of god given to Israel? Incredible insight is revealed in Luke's gospel surrounding 

the birth of Christ. Mary’s famous “magnificat” shows that she understood the arrival of the Messiah

The Promises of God Remembered at Jesus’s Birth

"As He says also in Hosea, "I WILL CALL THOSE WHO WERE NOT MY PEOPLE, 'MY 

PEOPLE,' AND HER WHO WAS NOT BELOVED, 'BELOVED.'""AND IT SHALL BE THAT 

IN THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS SAID TO THEM, 'YOU ARE NOT MY PEOPLE,' THERE 

THEY SHALL BE CALLED SONS OF THE LIVING GOD." Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, 

"THOUGH THE NUMBER OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL BE LIKE THE SAND OF THE SEA, IT 

IS THE REMNANT THAT WILL BE SAVED; FOR THE LORD WILL EXECUTE HIS WORD 

ON THE EARTH, THOROUGHLY AND QUICKLY." And just as Isaiah foretold, "UNLESS THE 

LORD OF SABAOTH HAD LEFT TO US A POSTERITY, WE WOULD HAVE BECOME LIKE 

SODOM, AND WOULD HAVE RESEMBLED GOMORRAH.""             Rom 9:25-29 (NASB)

"I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression 

salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. Now if their transgression is riches for the 

world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be! But I am 

speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my minis-

try,"                                                                                                        Rom 11:11-13 (NASB)

"For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in 

your own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gen-

tiles has come in; and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "THE DELIVERER WILL 

COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB." THIS IS MY COV-

ENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS." From the standpoint of the gospel 

they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the 

sake of the fathers; for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable."    Rom 11:25-29 (NASB)

Session 21 - Understanding the Millennium
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promised to Israel meant that He would keep His promises:

Zechariah’s prophecy concerning the Messiah shows that the faithful priest’s were truly looking for as 

that poured over scripture:

Notice how Zechariah ties all of the unilateral covenants together in the Messiah who is the promised 

“horn of salvation” from David’s house.  Zechariah knows that according to the promises the Messiah 

meant that Israel would be:

 1) Redeemed

 2) Delivered from all of her enemies

 3) Shown mercy because of their fathers and because of the integrity of God

 4) Serving God without fear, in holiness and righteousness “all our days”

Can we say that Zechariah is mistaken then because Messiah came and went without these things 

being realized?  Absolutely not! (as Paul would say). It was the Holy Spirit who spoke through Zechari-

ah to begin with and it is therefore by the holy Spirit’s own proclamation that we know these things 

will come to pass for Israel. 

It was at the temple when Jesus was dedicated that Simeon, who was “righteous and devout, waiting 

for the consolation of Israel” and filled with the Holy Spirit said:

At the Jerusalem council (Acts 15) the whole discussion was amongst the believing Jews over how to 

view Gentiles that were believing the gospel; should they become Jewish first and be circumcised It was 

James who reflected on Simeon's proclamation that salvation was intended for the Jews and the Gen-

tiles not through Judaism, but through the mercies of God. Simeon had another important thing to 

say about Jesus:

"He has given help to Israel His servant, In remembrance of His mercy, As He spoke to our fathers, 

To Abraham and his descendants forever.""                                 Luke 1:53-54 (NASB)

"And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: "Blessed be the 

Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, And has 

raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of David His servant— As He spoke by the mouth 

of His holy prophets from of old— Salvation FROM OUR ENEMIES, And FROM THE HAND OF 

ALL WHO HATE US; to show mercy toward our fathers, And to remember His holy covenant, the 

oath which He swore to Abraham our father, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of 

our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him all our days"                                                      

Luke 1:67-75 (NASB)

"Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, According to Your word; For 

my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, A LIGHT 

OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the glory of Your people Israel.""                                                      

Luke 2:29-32 (NASB)
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Notice His appointment is for the “fall and rise of many in Israel” The order is important because it is 

a reference to the fact that the nation would fall, but it would also rise again. Both connected to “this 

Child” – Jesus. Since the fall is based on their national unbelief, the rise would have to be based on 

national belief.

Another very important piece to this tapestry of evidence is given in Luke’s historical record in Acts of 

what the post resurrection, 40 day ministry of Christ revealed concerning the promised kingdom:

The most effective teacher in the world is  Jesus and even though His disciples had to go through many 

peaks and valleys in their own discernment, there is now doubt that by this time in their walk with the 

Lord, especially after 40 days of intense teaching from scripture about the things “concerning the king-

dom of God”, they would have a clear understanding about Israel. So it is significant that the one 

question they ask Him as they are told to wait for something from the Father is the restoration of the 

kingdom to Israel. Not only do their expectations reveal what Jesus taught them, but His response 

confirms that their expectations were correct, just not within the context of the mystery that was 

about to come about.

If ever there was a time for Peter to be able to articulate that the church was Israel, it would be in his 

first, post-resurrection of Christ, Holy Spirit empowered speech given to the religious Jews in response 

to their “orders”. But still we see that what the Jews had always expected in regards to a future king-

dom was legitimate:

"And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is appointed for the 

fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed— and a sword will pierce even your own 

soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.""       Luke 2:34-35 (NASB)

"To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing 

to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. Gath-

ering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father 

had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." So when they had come together, 

they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?" He 

said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own 

authority;"                                                                                                  Acts 1: 3-7 (NASB)

"Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing 

may come from the presence of the Lord; and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 

whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the 

mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time."                                         Acts 3: 19-21 (NASB)

“All things concerning the Kingdom”

“The times of refreshing may come”
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“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a 

great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the 

devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he threw him into the abyss, 

and shut {it} and sealed {it} over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any 

longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released 

for a short time.”

(20:1-3)

Satan bound 1,000 years

Session 22 - Chapter 20  – The Millennium

Chapter 20 comes at the immediate heals of the destruction of Babylon, the judgement and removal 

of the false Christ, the false prophet and the final distribution of God’s wrath on the nations resulting 

in the death and removal of the unredeemed from the face of the earth. It is important to acknowledge 

the “chronological” path that Revelation continues to forge. “Then I” (kai eidon) once again shows 

up and in it’s normal grammatical usage indicates that what is witnessed next followed after what was 

previously seen.

The beginning of the kingdom can only begin after the source of all the rebellion’s madness is incarcer-

ated. This key component to the Millennium proves that it has not yet been realized. The notion that 

Satan has been bound in the Abyss already is hard to maintain. The testimony of the New Testament 

is that Satan is actively planting lying hypocrites in the church (Acts 5:3), schemes against believers 

(2Cor 2:11: Eph 6:11), deceiving people as an angel of light (2Cor 11:14), attacking the body of 

Christ (2Cor 12:7; E 4:27), one whom we must resist (James 4:7) and can lead believers astray (1Tim 

5:15).

The position of many amillennialists and postmillennialists is that Satan’s power was bound at the 

cross which renders him powerless to deceive the nations any longer, particularly the Gentiles. But 

Gentiles, like the nation of Israel are saved by the power of God and the great salvation of multitudes 

from every tongue, tribe and nation is because of His plan, not because of Satan being bound.

The proper contextual understanding of his binding is important because it is connected directly to 

the return of Christ and the 1,000 years of Christ’s reign on earth. It is also interesting to note that he 

is imprisoned where the Genesis 6 angels are being held for future judgement which probably has to 

do with the actions that he will engage in to bring about “his seed”. His binding will be very important 

for the Millennial reign for the sake of justice. The Word of God claims that mankind under sins curse 

is deceitful and desperately wicked and without excuse. The final rebellion of the nations after 1,000 

years of the influence of Satan, powers and principalities being bound up will demonstrate this verdict 

of sinful man given by God’s Word.

Finally the fact that the millennium is mentioned again in connection with his release is the second 

time out of six that God makes it clear that 1,000 years will be the duration of the kingdom on earth.



Page 2

“Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I 

saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and 

because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, 

and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to 

life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.”

(20:4)

“The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. 

This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first 

resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God 

and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”

(20:5-6)

John is given insight into the “governing body” that Christ gives authority to in the Millennium. Who 

are the “they” that have thrones and judgment which Christ gave to them? There are several places in 

scripture were promises to rule with the Lord are given and can be broken down into 5 main groups.

 1) The Saints of the Old Testament or of Israel. ( Dan7:27; 12:2)

 2) The Apostles over the 12 tribes of Israel (Matt 19:28)

 3) The rest of the body of Christ (1Cor 6:2; 2Tim 2:12; Rev 2:26; 3:21; 5:10)

 4) The surviving saints, both Jew and Gentile from the Tribulation

 5) The martyred saints from the Tribulation

The Tribulation martyrs seem to be given a distinction here. Not that there have not always been mar-

tyrs for Christ, but the acuteness of the attack against believers during the Tribulation is so intense and 

marks the final attempt of Satan and the world to stamp out the people of God. The fact that they 

“came to life” shows that these are they who were before the throne of God in the 5th seal that were 

crying out for God to avenge their blood and His name (Rev 6:9-11). They are also mentioned in 

7:9-17. Once again John states that the reign of these saints with Christ will be for 1,000 years.

The tally is now 5 times that 1,000 is used to describe the duration of Christ’s reign on this earth. The 

“first resurrection” is now used to divide all of the redeemed of history from all of the unredeemed of 

history who are of the “second death”. Even though the specific role of redeemed Israel can be defined 

pretty thoroughly from the Old Testament, John describes the entire first resurrection as priests of God 

and Christ that will also reign with Him during the 1,000 year earthly phase of His eternal kingdom. 

We can’t study the subject of the kingdom / eschatology without becoming acquainted with the reality 

that our Holy God will judge both the righteous and the unrighteous as part of their resurrection and 

also Satan and fallen angels. There can be determined 7 specific judgments from scripture:

 1) The transformation and judgment of the church (Rom 14:10-12; 1 Cor 3:11- 16;4:1-5; 9:24

  27; 2Cor 5:10-11; 2Tim 4:8). This will be the final “purification” of the body of Christ as the Lord

  Himself will cause our works to pass through fire. The wood, hay and stubble that is our works

  not associated with the glory of Christ will be consumed. The gold, silver and precious stones will

  be the treasure that comes from our faithful investment into the cause of Christ. This judgment

  will be to determine our reward which will also result in our assignments in the kingdom.

7 total judgments
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 2) The resurrection and  judgment of the Tribulation Saints - those we previously looked at who

  did not take the mark of the beast in worship of him and his image and were therefore martyred.

 3) The resurrection and  judgment of Old Testament Saints - Daniel was given some of the most

  detailed information concerning Israel and the nations in relation to history and the future. The

  most crucial part of these insights were how history and the nations would be used by God to 

  bring about the final salvation of God’s nation. Daniel 12 gives the time framework of this event:

  Daniel, like John, contrasts those who are resurrected to glory vs. those who are resurrected to

  everlasting shame. In Daniel it would appear to be a simultanious event or even an event that

  occurs during “the time of distress”. In Revelation we see the unveiling of the near - far aspect as 

  the two resurrections are split by 1,000 years.

 4) The judgment of the living Gentiles - Over and over again the Old Testament prophets link this

  judgment to the end result of the nations gathering against Israel and her King just prior to the 

  kingdom age (Isa 63:1-6; Joel 3:1-2, 12; Zeph 3:8 and Zech 14:1-19; etc.).  This is also the same

  event described in Matthew 24:37-42 and 25: 31-46, the primary text on the matter:

  This event will be associated with the “Son of Man coming in His glory” and will take place on

  earth, unlike the judgment seat of Christ for the church which will take place in heaven. The 

  Jewish audience would be familiar with the use of the term “the nations” as it is frequently used

  to speak of the Gentiles. It is a term used to distinguish the uniqueness of Gods people Israel

  from the rest of the peoples of the earth. Clearly the sheep are believers who “hear the voice of

  the shepherd and are brought out of the Gentile nations.

  The term nations is also important in that it speaks specifically to the physically living as the bible

  never uses the term ”nations” to describe people in the context of having physically died. The dead

  are always referred to within the context of facing individual judgment and as Rev 20:12-15 puts 

  it, they are “the dead”.  So “nations” can only be taken to mean those Gentiles that are still living

  at the return of Christ, and the believers from the various Gentile nations will continue into the 

  Millennium and exist in subordination to Christ’s rule through Israel. This detail is another reason

"Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will 

arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that 

time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. Many 

of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to 

disgrace and everlasting contempt. Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of 

the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and 

ever."                                                                                                          Dan 12:1-3 (NASB)

"But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His 

glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one 

another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, 

and the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed 

of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."                                                                                                         

Matt 25:31-46 (NASB)

Session 22 - Chapter 20  – The Millennium



Page 4

  why we can say that this is not “the church” because within the context of the church there is no

  distinction of “nations” from the Jews. There is simply the body (Rm 12:5; 1 Cor 12:12; Eph 

  4:12; 5:30;  Col 3:15; etc), bride (Eph 5:31; Rev 19:7) or one new man (Eph 2:15). Within the

  context of the tribulation the bible clearly distinguishes believing Jews and Gentiles as it does 

  within the context of the Millennium.

 5) The judgement of living Jews - Even though the nation of Israel has had a history of temporal 

  judgements carried out by God because of their violation of His ordinances, there remains 

  a future devastating judgement that will destroy two thirds of the Jews (Zech 13:8-9). This, of

  course is the great tribulation. The tribulation is meant to purge Israel of the rebellious and it will

  be only the believing remnant who will enter the kingdom given to Israel:

  As we have looked at already, part of their judgement will be to be deceived by and enter into a 

  false covenant with the one who comes in his own name, but he and the nations will turn on the

  Jews and seek to destroy them. Only the faithful remnant will be supernaturally protected in the

  wilderness and then delivered by their returning King to enter into the kingdom. Unlike Daniel

  who speaks of resurrection, this passage makes clear reference to living, redeemed Jews and will

  be a fulfillment of the New Covenant.

 6) The binding of Satan and his later judgement- As previously discussed, he will be shut up in the

  Abyss for the duration of the 1,000 year reign of Christ. He will at the very end be released to lead

  the final rebellion of this created order against Christ and His people. This will result with Satan

  joining the beast and the false prophet in the lake of fire.

 7) The Great White Throne judgement - This will take place after the current created order is taken

  out of existence and will be for the final placement of those of the “second death” into eternal

  destruction. This will be further discussed in verses 11-15.

"As I live," declares the Lord GOD, "surely with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and 

with wrath poured out, I shall be king over you. I will bring you out from the peoples and gather you 

from the lands where you are scattered, with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with 

wrath poured out; and I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I will enter into 

judgment with you face to face. As I entered into judgment with your fathers in the wilderness of the 

land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with you," declares the Lord GOD. I will make you pass 

under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant; and I will purge from you the rebels 

and those who transgress against Me; I will bring them out of the land where they sojourn, but they 

will not enter the land of Israel. Thus you will know that I am the LORD."     Ezek 20:33-38 

(NASB)
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The role that God intended for Adam (man) from the beginning was to carry out the stewardship of 

God over the earth. God visibly walked with Adam, fellowshipping with Him in the cool of the evening 

prior to Adam’s fall. Under the fall, the governments of sinful men have been nothing more than a 

failed stewardship. The appearing of the Lord God to men through history is actually a rare thing. He 

chose to reveal Himself to Abraham through whom He established for Himself a people to be His “ser-

vant” on the earth. They were ordained and set apart by God to be His witnesses to the nations; a 

unique people.

It is through the fathers, the law and the prophets that the Lord spoke, yet even with their unique and 

privileged role, the nation failed to live up to the calling of God for them through their long history of 

sin and rebellion, the ultimate display of which was shown in the nation’s rejection of their true King. 

But God had always intended something better as the author of Hebrews states:

This can only be understood within the context of the humanity of God. As God, The Son  always 

enjoyed glory and worship as Himself (John 17:5), but it is only within the context of “becoming flesh” 

(John 1:14) that the words of the author of Hebrews along with all of the prophecies concerning the 

Messiah can be realized.  As a man, the righteous Son of God has “inherited all things”; the promised 

rule over the nations (Ps 2), the seat of glory at the Father’s right hand along with a more excellent 

name in His “Sonship”; glory that will command the worship of the angels. Remember Isaiah chapter 

1? The very image of a Man seated on the throne of God above all authority - even that of the angels, 

is what caused the fallen ones to rebel. Jesus is that Man shown to the angels.

The only way that man’s intended stewardship of this current created earth can be realized is through 

the visible, physical government of the Son of Man. The only way that the promises given to Israel, 

which we have looked at, can be fulfilled is through the visible, physical reign of Jesus, their Messiah. 

The only way that the promises of God to His Son can be realized is through the visible, physical reign 

of the Son as King of the Jews and of the nations. None of these facts can be either reduced to a mere 

“spiritual” rule in the hearts of men or simply projected forth to His eternal rule over the new heavens 

and new earth where there will be no need for ruling “with a rod of iron”.

An Earthly Reality

The Righteous Government of the Millennium

"God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,

in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom 

also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 

nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, 

He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much better than the 

angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they. For to which of the angels did He ever 

say, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU"? And again, "I WILL BE A 

FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME"? And when He again brings the firstborn 

into the world, He says, "AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM."     

Heb 1:1-6 (NASB)
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When all things are made new, prepared for eternity, there will be no need for rule and authority to be 

expressed through enforcement because only the righteous ones of the “first resurrection” will be 

dwelling there. The authority of the Godhead will be fully understood and His righteous standard will 

not be simply obeyed by the inhabitants of the eternal kingdom, it will be a part of their identity. But 

before that, it is an absolutely necessary component of the glorification of the Son that He be given 

His inheritance on the earth as King of Kings.

All of the sinful kings of the earth will gather to prevent this day as we have seen in Revelation 19:17-20 

(see also Rev14:19-20; Ps 2:1-9; Is 66:15-16; Joel 3:12-21; Mat 24, 25; 2Th 1:7-9; etc.) But God’s 

King will be installed to receive His inheritance; “the nations”. Although Jesus was born as King (Lk 

1:32-33), he was rejected as King (Mk 15:12-13; Lk 19:14) and then killed as King (Matt 27:37). But 

this didn’t change His kingship, nor was His crucifixion carried out contrary to the sovereignty of God 

(Acts 2:23). And when He comes again to this earth it will be as King! Every prophecy concerning the 

kingdom intended for Israel and its effects on the nations are linked to His kingship realized on earth 

(Is 2:1-4; 9:6-7; 11:1-10; 16:5; 24:23; 32:2; 40:1-11; 42:3-4; 52:7-15; 55:4; Dan 2:44; 7:27; Mic 

4:1-8; 5:2-5; Zech 9:9; 14:16-17).

The extent of His rule will be the whole earth as the only Man who is worthy and able:

The justice of His rule is another important aspect to the kingdom. This will be true for the poor and 

meek ( Is 11:35) and also for those who refuse to serve the Lord (Ps 2:10-12). We have already looked

The Supreme King

His Government

"But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain. I will surely tell of the 

decree of the LORD: He said to Me, 'You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. 'Ask of Me, and 

I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as Your possession."     

Ps 2:6-8 (NASB)

""You continued looking until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet 

of iron and clay and crushed them. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were 

crushed all at the same time and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind 

carried them away so that not a trace of them was found. But the stone that struck the statue 

became a great mountain and filled the whole earth."                                  Dan 2:34,35 (NASB)

""I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man 

was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. And to Him 

was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language 

Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His king-

dom is one Which will not be destroyed."                                                   Dan 7:13,14 (NASB)
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at the judgements at the Lord’s return, just prior to His millennial rule that will result in the wicked 

being cast into hell to await the Great White Throne judgement. We also looked at redeemed humani-

ty who survive the tribulation and are welcomed into the kingdom.  However they will yet remain in 

their natural bodies that will still have sin as a part of the natural flesh. 

This is permitted by the Lord for the express purpose of Jesus being able to demonstrate His ability as 

King of kings to be able to rule over sin EFFECTIVELY. So as generations are born to the redeemed, 

they will grow up under and be required to submit to the authority of Christ. For those who openly 

rebel against Christ and His government, justice will be swift and result in death (Isa 66:20, 24; Zech 

14:16-19). More subtle rebellious attitudes will also be dealt with.

His government will bring to the whole earth the revelation of His:

 Omniscience (Isa 66:15-18)

 Omnipotence ( Ps 46:1-5; Isa 41:10, 17-18)

 Righteousness (Ps 45: 4,7; 98:2; Isa 1:27; 10:22; 28:17; 60:21; 63:1; Dan 9:24; Mal 4:2)

 Mercy (89:2-3; Isa 54:7-10; 63:7-19; Hos 2:23)

 Goodness ( Isa 52:7; Jer 33:9-15; Zech 9:17)

 Holiness ( Isa 4:3-4; 6:1-3; Ezek 36:20-23; 45:1-5; Joel 3:17; Zech 2:12; Rev 15:4)

 Truth (Isa 25:1; 61:8; Mic 7:20)

Perhaps one of the most debated topics of the millennium is the temple and a sacrificial system that 

is part of the worship of the Lord. Ezekiel  40 - 46:24 describes with incredible precision this temple 

and the priesthood and worship associated with it. What Ezekiel describes cannot be confused with 

previous temples as they are described (1 Ki 6:2-7:51; 2 Chr 3:3-4:22; Ezra 6:3-4). There has never 

been a literal fulfillment of this temple as described by Ezekiel in history and since Revelation 21 states 

that the New Jerusalem of the new heavens and earth will have no temple, we cannot conclude that 

this temple is a description of an eternal temple. So how are we to understand this temple?

Just as the proper rendering of the mediated rule of God through Adam on the earth will be realized 

in the 2nd Adam, the full extent of righteousness through faith will be realized in Israel, and likewise 

the nations, when the feasts and associated sacrifices that are known as “the oracles of God” are prac-

ticed with full belief and understanding of the One that they pointed to; Jesus. The obvious confusion 

lies in the fact that the New Covenant in Jesus’s blood is the final “once for all sacrifice” (Heb 7:27; 

9:12, 26; 10:10). The most important thing to remember in light of this is that the author of Hebrews 

also points out that “it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (10:4). The 

whole sacrificial system was intended to point to what Jesus would do (Isa 53:10-12).

In his article on the subject, “Christ’s atonement and animal sacrifices in Israel” (Grace Theological 

Journal 6:2 (1985): 201-217), Dr John Witcomb summarizes the purpose of the millennial temple in 

this way:

The Millennial Temple and Worship

“ The future function of the  millennial temple (Ezekiel 40-48) has long been problematic  for 
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Isaiah talks about the sacrificial system and includes the Sabbath (66:20-23). So do the prophets 

Jeremiah (33:18) and Zechariah (14:16-21). The Lord rested from the act of Creation on the seventh 

day and then He used this template when establishing the seventh day as a day of rest for man to 

acknowledge God. The millennium will be a sabbath rest from the trials of this fallen age.

 

One of the main identities of man’s self - sufficient pride is peace amongst men and nations without 

the acknowledgement of God and His Christ. The cries of the leaders of the earth during the judge-

ments of Revelation will be “peace and safety” when there is no peace. But man cannot even tame 

himself as Jeremiah says “The heart [is] deceitful above all [things], and desperately wicked: who can 

know it?” (Jer 17:9 KJV). But under the reign of the Prince of Peace (Isa 9:6) the social conditions will 

be under total control as Isaiah says:

Universal Peace

dispensationalists in  view of the finished work of Christ. Light is shed on this problem by noting the 

original theocratic purpose of OT sacrifices. This purpose was functionally distinct from that of the 

redemptive work of Christ. Millennial sacrifices will not simply memorialize Christ’s redemption but 

will primarily function in restoring theocratic harmony. The differences between the Old Covenant 

stipulations and those of Ezekiel 40-48 can be accounted for in terms of this solution.”

Society, Economics and the Physical aspects of the Millennium

EZEKIEL’S TEMPLE

"And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will 

hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up 

sword against nation, And never again will they learn war. Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in 

the light of the LORD."                                                                                    Is 2:4,5 (NASB)

MILLENNIAL SACRIFICES
Levitical

1. Burnt - LV 1:3-17 1. Burnt - Ezek 40:39

3. Peace - LV 3:1-17 3. Peace - Ezek 40:15

4. Sin - LV 4:1-35 4. Sin - Ezek 40:39

6. Drink - LV 23:13,37 6. Drink - Ezek 45:17

5. Guilt- LV 5:1-6:7 5. Guilt - Ezek 40:39

2. Grain - LV 2:1-16 2. Grain- Ezek 45:15

© 1997 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

* Isa 56:7; 66:20-23; Jer33:18 further confirm the

burnt and grain offerings.

Millennial*

MILLENNIAL FEASTS
Levitical

1. N/A 1. New Year Ezek 45:18-20

3. Unleavened Bread -

     Lv 23:6-8

3. Unleavened Bread -

     Ezek 45:21-24

4. Pentecost - LV 23:9-22 4. N/A

6. Atonement - Lv 23:26-32 6. N/A

7. Booths - Lv 23:33-44 6. Booths - Ezek 45:25

5. Trumpets - Lv 23:23-25 5. N/A

2. Passover - Lv 23:5 2. Passover - Ezek 45:21-24

© 1997 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

Millennial
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In the 72 Psalms, Solomon speaking of the future glorious kingdom of God on the earth also speaks 

of peace (v7).

Our world is full of sorrow and when there are occasions for joy we appreciate them as joy helps us to 

cope with sorrow, but in the kingdom of Christ the vast majority of what is experienced will be joy as 

Isaiah says:

Paul tells us in Romans that creation itself awaits deliverance form corruption:

The current creation will undergo a great restoration or “refreshing” as Peter put when the Lord brings 

His glory to visibly, physically inhabit the earth. Isaiah paints a vivid picture of some of the details of 

this refreshing:

The thorn and thistle will be no more (Is 55:13) and there will be abundant rainfall (Isa 30:23; 35:7) which will 

turn desert places fertile (Is 35). Food and cattle will also be abundant (Isa 30:23-24). Because of the abun-

dance of natural resources and perfect environmental conditions, a world - wide prosperity will be enjoyed by 

the inhabitants of the Millennium (Jer 31:12; Ezek 34:25-27; Joel 2:21-27; Amos 9:13-14). Just compensation 

for labors will be experience by all ( Isa 65:21-25; Jer 31:5).

Abundant Joy

"Therefore you will joyously draw water From the springs of salvation. And in that day you will say, 

"Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. Make known His deeds among the peoples; make 

them remember that His name is exalted."                                                        Is 12:3-4 (NASB)

"To grant those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness 

instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will be called oaks 

of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified....Instead of your shame you 

will have a double portion, And instead of humiliation they will shout for joy over their portion. 

Therefore they will possess a double portion in their land, Everlasting joy will be theirs.”

Is 61:3, 7 (NASB)

The Curse Lifted and General Prosperity on the Earth

"For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. For the 

creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the 

creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth 

together until now."                                                                                  Rom 8:19-22 (NASB)

"And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And the 

calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them. Also the cow and 

the bear will graze, Their young will lie down together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. The 

nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's 

den."                                                                                                              Is 11:6-8 (NASB)
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Although Christ healed many during His ministry and extended those gifts as “signs” to the Apostles 

for Apostolic affirmation, the Bible seems to demonstrate that as the gospel spread and time in the 

early church went on, the sign gifts began to diminish. Paul himself had afflictions that the Lord would 

not remove and even though the Lord does still heal through our prayer and His grace, it is not healing 

on demand performed by individuals who claim that our life as believers needs to be characterized by 

health, wealth and prosperity with gifts exercised on demand.

However under the umbrella of the Lords manifest glory filling the earth, health and healing will be 

experienced as sickness is scarce (Is 33:24, disabilities are healed (Is 29:18; 35:5-6). Even death at 100 

years of age will be viewed as an “infants death” (Isa 65:20). Jews and Gentiles will be multiplied on 

the face of the earth (Jer 30:19-20 and Ezek 47:22).

Along with the temple description, Ezekiel gives the most detailed account of the actual geography of 

Israel under the direct reign of Christ. In the described boundaries, Israel will actually dwell in fulfill-

ment of what was promised to Abraham in Genesis 15: 18- 21. As stated before, the greatest expan-

sion of  Israel’s territory was under David and yet it only made up a 13th of the size that will be realized 

in the millennium. The northern area will be divided into areas for Dan, Asher, Naphtali, Manaseh, 

Ephraim, Reuben and Judah (Ezek 48:1-7). The southern division will be for the tribes of  Benjamin, 

Simeon, Issachar, Zebulun, and Gad (Ezek 48: 23-27). In the center will be the 34 mile by 34 mile 

(1,156 sq. mi.) area divided between the Levites (Ezek 45:5; 48: 13-14), the temple and priests (Ezek 

45:4; 48:10-12) and the remaining fifth of the city (Ezek 45:6; 48:15-19).

Healthy Life

The Future Borders of Israel
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“From the Nile to the Euphrates”

(Genesis 15:18)
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An unimaginable scene is revealed here as the hearts of rebellion in countless numbers of 

people are exposed in the end of the millennium. In contrast to the pre-millennial world of 

corruption,  the curse and injustice, the millennium will consist of a drastic reversal of the 

curse. There will be the restoration of the created order to its original, pre-fall state and the 

government will have the perfect authority of Christ and His ruling elect governing over the 

affairs of men. There will be no inequity, no inequality or reason for grievances, yet as the 

generations pass, the exposure of man’s wicked heart will reveal sin for what it is one final 

time as Satan is released once more to deceive men and make war with God.

Paul’s verdict on man as being “without excuse” will be realized not only because he denies 

the evidence for the creator, but now will be exposed to the perfect, literal reign of Christ on 

the earth. All needs will be perfectly met and peace will prevail. The mention of Gog and 

Magog should not cause this rebellion to be confused with Ezek 38 and 39. In Ezek 38 and 

39, Magog comes from the north and is in a coalition of Arab nations. Here Magog (which 

is representative of peoples) comes from the four corners of the earth. Gog, according to 

Amos 7:1 is a demon king and this explains why he, just as Satan, is still around after 1,000 

years of the earthly kingdom of Christ.

The “beloved city” is Jerusalem and based on the fact that the final evil rebellion is once 

again taking place against her is another proof that Jerusalem will be restored as the capitol 

city of the Millennium (Jer 3:17; Is 24:23; Zec 14:9-11). Satan and the remainder of the 

wicked angels and demons are now cast into the eternal lake of fire where the beast and the 

false beast have been captive in judgment during the Millennium. The fact that they are still 

there defeats any false teachings of annihilationism.

The demonstration of man’s total depravity

“When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, and will 
come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the 
seashore. And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of 
the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them. And 
the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 
beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever 
and ever.”

(20:7-10)
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Immediately before the judgment of all of the unredeemed, God completely “dissolves the 

elements” of creation (2Pe 3:10-13). The scene is overwhelming for those being judged as they 

will be judged according to what they have said (Mt 12:37), thought (Lk 8:17; Ro2:16) and 

done (Mt16:27). The final role call of the wicked has now been made as all of death and hades 

are cast into the eternal lake of fire, which is the second death. Just as there are indications 

that believers will be given authority according to their deeds, the unredeemed will be damned 

at various levels of suffering according to their deeds (Mt 10:14,15; 11:22; Mk 12:38-40; Lk 

12:47,48; Heb 10:29).

“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and 

heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, the great and the 

small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, 

which is {the book} of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in 

the books, according to their deeds. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and 

death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one {of 

them} according to their deeds. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. 

This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the 

book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

(20:11-15)

The Great White Throne Judgment
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