
What Must Take Place After This 
(The Expected Response of the Saints & a Last Invitation to Sinners) 

 
Text:  Revelation 22:6-21 
Main Idea:  With the Apocalyptic prophecy completely written, and the Imminency of 
Christ’s return, the book of Revelation concludes with the expected response of the Saints 
and a last invitation to sinners to come to Christ. 
 
Verses 6-21 form an epilogue of the 
book of Revelation.  After having 
taken the reader through an amazing 
sweep of future history:  through the 
church age, through the seven-year 
tribulation, through the battle of 
Armageddon, & the reign of Christ 
during the millennial Kingdom, and 
finally the eternal state, all that is left 
are closing words.  All of history will 
be culminated in the victory of Jesus 
Christ.  He will return and destroy his enemies and reign for a thousand years.  The present 
heavens and earth will pass away and the new heavens and the new earth along with the 
capital city of heaven, the new Jerusalem, will be the location of Christ’s eternal kingdom 
where He will be continually served, worshiped and enjoyed forever.  In these last verses 
John records for us a series of responses from the Saints in v. 6-12, and a last invitation to 
sinners to put their faith in Christ before it is too late in v. 13-21.   
 
1. Expected Responses of the Saints:  4 Responses to the Revelation of Jesus. (v. 6-12) 
 
The epilogue opens when John hears the words from Christ’s angel that the words that he 
has heard are “trustworthy and true.”  Heaven attests that what has been heard and written 
are faithful and true (see 21:5).  Jesus is always faithful and true (3:14, 19:11), so it fitting 
that the words of Christ and the revelation of Christ will come to pass.  The plan that has 
been described throughout the book is not a bizarre vision from John, but an accurate 
account of the history of the end of the world.  In fact, the words are so true that if anyone 
adds to the words of this book they will be plagued (v. 18).  If anyone takes away from this 
book their “share in the tree of life and in the holy city” will be taken away (v. 19).   
 
Furthermore, all the words that John has recorded were dispensed to him from “the Lord, 
the God of the spirits of the prophets” who “sent his angel to show his servants what must 
soon take place.”  This is John’s way of claiming divine inspiration.  The same God who 
moved the prophets to write scripture is the one who has revealed His truth to John 
through an angel.  The prophecies of earlier prophets were fulfilled literally and so these 
prophecies will also be fulfilled literally.  God’s prophetic record is perfect.   
 



The central fact of all of these prophecies is that Jesus has promised, “behold I am coming 
soon” (v. 7).  There is an urgency in this phrase that is mentioned three times in the 
epilogue (v. 7, 12, 20).  This promise has already been emphasized in the book of 
Revelation.  In 3:11 it provides a blessed promise, but in 2:5 & 2:16 it is a warning of 
impending judgment.  The fact that Jesus is coming soon implies that the return of Christ 
could be at any moment.  The reality of these events happening and the imminent return of 
Christ demands four responses from God’s people. 
 
• The saints will be characterized by continued _______Obedience______. (v. 7) 
 
Jesus now speaks rather than the angel in verse 7, marked by the use of the word “and” and 
referenced in v. 6 as the one who is coming quickly.  Jesus announces the sixth of the 
seventh beatitudes in the book of Revelation.  “Blessed is the one who keeps the words of 
the prophecy of this book.”  The words of Revelation are prophecy (see v. 10, 18, 19).  The 
words of this book are mostly predictions of God’s future plan for the world.  
 
Jesus promises to bless those who “keep” the words of this book.  The word “keep” here 
means “to hold fast” or “to guard.”  It is the same word used in 14:12 to describe the 
perseverance of the saints who “keep the commandments of God  and their faith in Jesus.” 
The saints are called not only to preserve these words but to obey them and defend them 
against those who might criticize or dismiss them.   
 
Since there are no specific commands in the book of Revelation (4-22), what is it that 
believers are called to obey?  To heed the words must be a general command to believers to 
long for Christ’s return and our eternal fellowship 
with Him.  This book demands that we desire for 
Christ to be exalted in the world, to reign over His 
enemies, for the curse to be removed and for 
believers to live in perfect fellowship with Christ 
forever and ever.  Believers are to read the book of 
Revelation not just to get a chronological outline of 
end time events.  But rather this book is to inspire 
believers to live holy lives and long for the return 
of Christ (2 Peter 3:11-12, 14).   
 
 
• The saints will be characterized by continued _____worship__________. (v. 8-9) 
 
In the Greek, there is another “and” at the beginning of this verse indicating that once again 
the speaker has changed.  It is no longer Christ who is speaking but now John speaks. He 
identifies himself as the “one who heard and saw these things.”  And immediately John falls 
down “to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to” him (v. 8).  John was 
overwhelmed by all that he had seen and heard.  His heart was right in worshiping, but in 
his amazement, John inadvertently directed his worship to the wrong object, to the angel 
instead of God.  As a result, the angel rebuked him (v. 9) just like he did in 19:10.  God alone 



is to be worshiped.  The angel said “you must not do that!  I am a fellow servant with you 
and your brothers the prophets and with those who keep the words of this book.  Worship 
God!”   
 
The angel identifies himself as simply a “fellow 
servant” of God and in the same company as the 
“prophets” and believers who “keep the words” 
of this book.  In other words, the angel is not an 
object of worship.  The angel rightly tells John to 
worship God alone.  The Bible forbids the 
worship of any object other than God.  Since 
Jesus never turned away people from 
worshiping Him, Jesus is certainly God (Matt 
2:11, 14:33, 28:9, 17, 52, John 9:38).   
 
• The saints will be characterized by continued _______proclamation___. (v. 10-11) 
 
The angel continues by commanding John, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this 
book for the time is near.”  The message that God has given should not be closed up, or 
hidden, but rather proclaimed.  Daniel was commanded to seal up his vision (Daniel 8:26, 
12:4-10).  But the revelation of Jesus must be available for every generation. The fact that 
this revelation is exposed through “words” is yet another indicator that this prophecy can 
be understood in the normal understanding of words and is not some hidden message that 
can only be deciphered through mystical and allegorical means.  The words mean what 
they mean literally.  Furthermore, these words provide a blessing for all who study, and 
obey.  It would be foolish & 
disobedient to hide these words 
from the Churches (1:11).  This 
message must be faithfully 
proclaimed so that Christ can 
receive the exaltation that He is 
due.  Every believer needs to 
know what God has planned 
through this book. 
 
Verse 11 seems a little out of place.  But the angel tells us exactly the outcome of people’s 
response to the word of this prophecy.  As the message of this book is proclaimed, “the 
evildoer [will] still do evil, and the filthy [will] still be filthy, and the righteous [will] still do 
right, and the holy [will] still be holy.”  In other words, the message of this book will reveal 
the true character of people.  Those who are evil will continue to harden their hearts 
toward the message of Christ and their destiny will be determined.  On the other hand, 
those who are righteous will hear the message and they in turn will continue to be 
righteous and holy.  The word “still” indicates that individuals will reveal their hearts even 
more.  Even in eternity, the filthy will continue to be filthy in hell, while the righteous will 
continue to be holy in the eternal state.  People’s response to the message of this prophecy 
will determine their eternal destiny and eternal condition. 



 
• The saints will be characterized by continued good ______works_______. (v. 12) 
 
Once again, the speaker changes in verse twelve.  
Jesus is once again speaking and repeats his 
declaration, “Behold I am coming soon.”  Jesus 
reiterates what He said when He was on the earth 
(Mark 13:33-37).  And when Jesus comes He will 
“repay each one for what he has done.” Believers 
will receive rewards based on their faithfulness in 
serving Christ in this life.  Every work will be tested 
(1 Cor 3:9-15, 2 Cor 5:9-10) and those with eternal 
value will survive.  Therefore, every believer should 
continue to do good works which God has prepared 
for us to do (Eph 2:10).     
 
 
2. God’s Last invitation to Sinners. (v. 13-21) 
 
All of human history revolves around God’s plan to save humanity.  It began in the garden, 
after the Fall of Adam and Eve, when God promised that He was going to send a redeemer 
who would be bruised, and yet He would crush the head of the serpent (Gen 3:15).  God’s 
people continually looked for the Messiah to come and redeem them.  However, when Jesus 
the Messiah came, He was rejected by His own people (Jn 1:11).  When Jesus ascended into 
heaven, He promised that He would come again.  The second coming of Christ is a theme 
throughout the Scripture (Zech 14:4, mal 3:2, 4:5, Matt 16:28, 24:27, 1 Cor 1:7, 15:23, 1 
Thess 2:19, 3:13, 4:15, 5:23, 2 Thess 2:1, James 5:8, Jude 14).  But nowhere is the second 
coming more emphasized than in Revelation.  The opening of the book reminds us that “He 
is coming with the clouds and every eye will see him…who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty” (Rev 1:7-8).  It is only fitting that the book of Revelation end with a last 
invitation demanding sinners to repent and believe in light of Christ’s imminent return.  
The invitation is seen in v. 17, while incentives are scattered throughout the last few verses. 
 
• Sinners must _____hear________ the invitation of God to come! (v. 17) 
 
The invitation is seen in verse 17.  “The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come,’ and let the one who 
hears say, ‘Come.’ And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the 
water of life without price.”   
 
The invitation has two parts.  The first invitation is an invitation or prayer to Christ to 
come.  The second invitation is an invitation addressed to sinners to come to faith in Christ.  
 
There are two groups that desire for and are asking the Lord to fulfill His promise.  First the 
Holy Spirit desires for Jesus to return.  His reasons for desiring this is first, a result of Christ 
being ignored throughout history.  When the world mocks Christ, the third member of the 



Trinity longs for Christ to be exalted.  The Holy Spirit works in the world to bring sinners to 
a place of conviction of sin, righteousness and judgment (Jn 16:8-11).  The Spirit has been 
provoked through the ages (Heb 3:7-9).  The Spirit is ready and invites the Lord Jesus to 
return and subdue His enemies, judge sinners and bring the rejection of Christ to an end.     
 
The second group who longs for Christ to return is the Bride of Christ.  God’s people have 
always longed for and hoped for Christ to return.  Their weary battle in the world against 
Satan, the flesh and sin, causes every true believer to desire for Christ to be exalted and the 
final battle to be over.  True believers long for their bodies to be renewed (1 Cor 15:53-54), 
their tears and suffering to be removed (Rev 21:4), and to be with Christ forever (2 Tim 
4:8). 
 
Now the second use of the word “come” is not directed toward Christ, but rather sinners to 
come to Jesus for salvation.  “And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires 
take the water of life without price.”  The invitation now comes from the Bride or the 
Church who has already heard.  They 
are now inviting those who are thirsty 
to come and take the water of life that 
Jesus offers without price.  Sinners 
who “hear” and come are those who 
are spiritually thirsty, who realize that 
they are in desperate need of salvation 
and thirst for the righteousness that 
comes only through Jesus (Matt 5:6).  
They come to thirst for the waters of 
salvation (Is 55:1) that Jesus has 
offered (Jn 7:37), which is free of cost. 
 
• Sinners should be _____motivated___________ to come! (v. 13-16, 18-21) 
 
There are four motivations for sinners to come to Christ and avoid the certain judgment 
and eternal destruction of their souls. 
 

1) Because of the certainty of who Christ is. (v. 13, 16) 
 
Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. (v. 13) 
Jesus is the glorious one who is offering an invitation to sinners.  Jesus first reveals himself 
as the Alpha and the Omega which are the first and the last letters of the Greek alphabet.  
Jesus is the beginning of all things, or the source of all things.  He is also the end or the goal 
of all things.  Jesus is the eternal one who is over all time and is sovereign over all things.  
Jesus is declaring his deity as this title is also used of God (Rev 1:8, Is 41:4, 48:12).  Jesus 
was not some misguided teacher who was tragically killed.  He was the sovereign King of 
the universe who existed before time, lived in time, and will reign for all eternity. 
 
Jesus is the root and the descendant of David. (v. 16b) In verse 16 Christ identifies 
himself.  Before he does he says that he “sent my angel to testify to you about these things 



for the churches.”  All through the book of Revelation, angels were messengers sent by God.  
Jesus personally sent His angel to make this revelation known to the Churches so that they 
can proclaim it to the world.   
 
Jesus describes himself as the “root and descendant of David.”  This seems paradoxical 
because it describes his humanity.  Being the root or ancestor and descendant of David 
reveals how Jesus is both fully God and fully man.  Only a God-man could be both the root of 
David, and the descendant of David.  In His deity before He came to earth, Jesus was David’s 
root (Mark 12:35-37).  But in His humanity on the earth, 
Jesus was David’s descendant (2 Sam 7:12-16).    
 
Jesus is the bright morning star (v. 16c). Finally, Jesus 
describes himself as “the bright morning star.”  To be 
called a star is a sign of exaltation.  Numbers 24:17 
taught that a “star shall come forth from Jacob, a scepter 
shall rise from Israel.”  Jesus is the light of the world who 
has come to call sinners to see Him for who He truly is. 
 

2) Because of the exclusivity of _______heaven_____. (v. 14-15) 
 
Verses 14-15 serve as a warning.  Verse 14 is the last of the seven beatitudes in the book of 
Revelation.  The blessing is pronounced on those who wash their robes, namely in the 
blood of Christ, just as the tribulation martyrs come out of the great tribulation with robes 
white in the blood of the lamb (7:14).  Those who have been washed from sin through Jesus 
will have access to the tree of life in heaven.  The tree of life is in the capital city, the new 
Jerusalem.  As overcomers they will be granted the opportunity to eat from the tree of life 
which is in Paradise (2:7).  And they will be allowed to enter the gates of that city.  Heaven 
is exclusive to those who have been cleansed from their sins by faith in the blood of Christ 
and have their names written in the Lambs book of life. 
 
On the other hand, everyone else will remain forever outside the gates of heaven.  They will 
be sent into the lake of fire (20:15, 21:8) because “nothing unclean and no one who 
practices abomination and lying shall ever come into it” (21:27).  Those outsiders are “dogs 
and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters and everyone who 
loves and practices falsehood.”  Dogs are not household pets but the despised scavengers 
that milled about garbage dumps.  To call a person a dog was a lowly accusation.  Sorcerers 
were those who engaged in occult practices and drug abuse that often was associated with 
it.  Murderers are also excluded along with those who worshiped false gods.  Lying is also 
evidence of un-regeneration.  All of these will be cast into hell for refusing to believe on 
Christ.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



3) Because of the _______truthfulness______ of Scripture. (v. 18-19) 
 
A third motivation is the truthfulness of Scripture.  Verses 18-19 are the words of Jesus (v. 
20).  The words of Scripture are “faithful and true” (22:6).  All of the prophecies of this book 
will come true and should therefore drive every sinner to Christ to escape the wrath of God 
to come (1 Thess 1:10).   
 
To tamper with Scripture (Deut 4:2) and any of this book will result in devastation (Deut 
12:32, Prov 30:5-6).  All of Scripture is God’s Word and should not be tampered with.  False 
prophets who either add to it or take away from it, like Joseph Smith, Mary Baker Eddy and 
others will face divine vengeance from Christ.  Furthermore, God will take away their 
“share in the tree of life and in the holy city.”  Heaven will be taken away from them.   
 
No true believer would ever deliberately tamper with Scripture.  Revelation and the rest of 
Scripture are true and the redeemed will not only believe, but will obey, and love all of the 
Bible.   
 

4) Because of the _______certainty_______ of Christ’s return. (v. 20-21) 
 
Lastly, once again, Christ says “Surely I am 
coming soon.”  Here is a final reminder and 
benediction.  The one who testifies to these 
things reminds us that Jesus is coming.  His 
coming is imminent.  John speaks for all believers 
when he says, “Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus!”  
Believers love the coming of Christ (2 Tim 4:8).  
Sinners typically scoff at the idea of Christ’s 
coming (2 Peter 3:4).   
 
For all who believe, they will find salvation and 
God’s grace.  Therefore, John closes with “Th e 
grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.”  Here 
is the last plea to all of humanity.  God’s grace is still available until Christ comes.  Then the 
time of grace will be over and judgment will come.   


