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The use of the temporal term “afterward” indicates that this pouring out of the Spirit will come in 
sequence with the process of the restoration of Israel and just before the “great and awesome day of the 
Lord (v31)”.  The context of the verse is “your sons and daughters”, “your old men”, “your young men” 
So in saying “all mankind” the whole passage is directed at all of Israel;  Paul says in Romans 11:26 that 
“all Israel shall be saved” In the promise of the New Covenant, Jeremiah writes about the completeness 
and permanence of its application to the nation of Israel:

He goes on to explain the certainty of this promise to the nation Israel:

So the question then arises is there a conflict when Peter relates this part in Joel to the pouring out of 
the Spirit at Pentecost in Acts chapter 2? He quotes all the way to 32! Is this prophecy of Joel fulfilled in 
its entirety because Peter quotes in at Pentecost?

28-29)” "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daugh-
ters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and 
female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit." [Joe 2:28-29 ESV]

God Will Pour Out His Spirit

""Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the 
LORD. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and 
I will remember their sin no more."" [Jer 31:31-34 ESV]

"Thus says the LORD, who gives the sun for light by day and the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light 
by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar-- the LORD of hosts is his name: "If this fixed order departs 
from before me, declares the LORD, then shall the offspring of Israel cease from being a nation before me forev-
er." Thus says the LORD: "If the heavens above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth below can be 
explored, then I will cast off all the offspring of Israel for all that they have done, declares the LORD."" [Jer 
31:35-37 ESV]

In Malachi the promise of Elijah coming just before "the great and awesome day of the LORD comes” 
(4:5) was given.  When Jesus was asked by John the Baptist from prison if He were the expected One or 
should they expect another He had His disciples tell John what they witnessed and that anyone who is 
not offended by Jesus is blessed.  He went on to teach the crowds about John:
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Revelation records that there is indeed an expected return of Elijah as one of the two witnesses just 
before the return of Jesus (Rev 11).  The author of Hebrews writes that “in these last days He has spoken 
to us by His Son” yet there is still to come a final “last days” climax for the world.  Some were resurrected 
to walk around Jerusalem at His resurrection (Matt 27:52,53) but this was not the whole resurrection - 
yet to come.  While the first advent of the Messiah brought about the ratification of the New Covenant 
in Jesus’ blood, its full application to the nation of Israel has not yet been fulfilled.

These signs are clearly in association with the dramatic events that the entire planet will face when God’s 
wrath is poured out just prior to the Lord’s return. (Jer 30:4-9; Zech 12:2-9; 14:1-2). The short period 
of time is profiled in Revelation 6-19 and will be like no other time in history.

Paul quoted the first part of this verse in Rom 10:13. Joel speaks to the fact that even in the midst of 
such devastation in the pouring out of God’s wrath there is salvation for those who call on the Lord.
Here in context Joel is speaking to the remnant of Israel who, through faith, become the whole as they 
call on Messiah to deliver them (Rom.11). Joel further stresses this fact with the next verse.

So there is no conflict for Peter to tie the events of Pentecost in Acts chapter 2 to the promises concern-
ing the Spirit.  His activities in relationship to the New Covenant / beginnings of the church were import-
ant signs and precursors to the eventual pouring out of the Spirit on all Israel in His return.  The same 
Holy Spirit’s power that will be associated with the end times is the Spirit who gives power to the church 
and brought about the signs at Pentecost.  Peter would later write about the still future day of the Lord 
in his 2 epistle (2Pe. 3:10), so he obviously understood that there was a largely future fulfillment.

"and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come." [Mat 11:14 ESV]

30-31)"And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall 
be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes."

32)"And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those 
whom the LORD calls."

Other Signs Just Prior To The Day of The Lord

1)” "For behold, in those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem,"

The National Restoration of Israel & The Judgment Of The Nations Chapter 3



Even after the rebuilding of the wall and mote around the city, Jerusalem never reached the pinnacle it 
once was under David and Solomon and she eventually again fell to Rome in 70A.D..  This is not an 
isolated or vague promise from the Old Testament (Jer. 30:3; 31:23; 32:44; 33:7 = rebuild them; give 
them back the land I gave to their fathers; restore their fortunes in specific lands; Hos. 6:11; Zep 2:7 = 
restore the fortunes of my people)

Once again we see the Lord in control of all things and while the nations believe they are in a victorious 
opportunity, they are deceived as it is the Lord Himself who is going to judge them. The name 
“Jehoshaphat”means “Yahweh judges” and is best understood as an idiom since there is no geographic 
Valley of Jehoshaphat. The prophet Zechariah spoke to the nature of Israel’s existence in the end times:

Ancient enemies of Israel - Israel was instructed to utterly destroy them in the conquest of Canaan (Josh 
13:1-7), but Israel failed to do so (Judg 1:21-36). They were then told by God what the result would be:

Since her reconstitution on the world stage as an officially recognized nation (1948), Israel has indeed 
been this cup of trembling and burdensome stone to the nations. Their obsession will culminate in the 
events that Joel will go on to describe. “They have scattered them among the nations…” is a phrase 
speaking to the sum total of all of history.

God says “my people” 2x, “my heritage Israel”, and “my land” which serve as a reminder to the nations 
that national Israel and their land is really His and they have provoked God through history.  Joel lists 
the atrocities of war perpetrated against His people - true of many historical events through history.
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"Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege 
both against Judah [and] against Jerusalem. And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all 
people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered 
together against it." [Zec 12:2-3 KJV]

2-3)“I will gather all the nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. And I will enter into judgment 
with them there, on behalf of my people and my heritage Israel, because they have scattered them among the nations 
and have divided up my land, and have cast lots for my people, and have traded a boy for a prostitute, and have sold 
a girl for wine and have drunk it."

4-6)“”What are you to me, O Tyre and Sidon, and all the regions of Philistia? Are you paying me back for some-
thing? If you are paying me back, I will return your payment on your own head swiftly and speedily. For you have 
taken my silver and my gold, and have carried my rich treasures into your temples. You have sold the people of Judah 
and Jerusalem to the Greeks in order to remove them far from their own border.”



7-8)“Behold, I will stir them up from the place to which you have sold them, and I will return your payment on your 
own head. I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the people of Judah, and they will sell them to the 
Sabeans, to a nation far away, for the LORD has spoken.""
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"Now the angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, "I brought you up from Egypt and 
brought you into the land that I swore to give to your fathers. I said, 'I will never break my covenant with you, and 
you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall break down their altars.' But you have not 
obeyed my voice. What is this you have done? So now I say, I will not drive them out before you, but they shall 
become thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare to you." As soon as the angel of the LORD spoke these 
words to all the people of Israel, the people lifted up their voices and wept. And they called the name of that place 
Bochim. And they sacrificed there to the LORD." [Jdg 2:1-5 ESV]

Tire and Sidon were cities of the ancient Phoenicians and are in modern Lebanon today, under the con-
trol of the Hezbollah. The ancient land of the Philistines is currently lived in today by the modern day “Pal-
estinians” who are under the control of the Hamas. Both groups have a Satanic hatred of Israel!

Psalm 83 speaks of a future allied group of Israel’s immediate neighbors who come up against her in 
order to “wipe them out as a nation; let the name of Israel be remembered no more!(v.4)” - Tyre, Sidon 
and the Philistines are included in this coalition of nations.  God mockingly asks if they will pay Him back 
for something.

Ezek 27:13 mentions trade relations between the Phoenicians and the Greeks. The Greeks in the 9th 
century had acquired some 1,330,000 slaves. Solomon had made a covenant with Hiram, king of Tyre 
which forbade slavery.  Tyre’s destruction was prophesied by Ezekiel (26-28) - besieged by Nebuchadnez-
zar for 13 years (585-573).  While he destroyed or enslaved most of the people (Ezek 26:7-14), a group 
escaped to a small offshore Island and survived for another 240 years.  Finally Alexander the Great built 
his famous causeway to the island with the ruins of the original Tyre dumping them into the sea (332B.C.) 
fulfilling Ezekiel’s prophecy (27:32). 

Concerning God’s treasure = In the final invasion and siege of Jerusalem by the Babylonians in 586B.C. 
the temple treasure was taken to Babylon.  The treasure was returned to Jerusalem under the Persian rule 
(King Cyrus - Ezra 5)  In the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. by Rome, the temple treasures were taken 
away to Rome.  The Vatican remains in possession of that treasure.

Here we see what must be a future event and is foretold by Isaiah (11:12-14) and Zechariah (12:8) as 
well.  The Sabeans were trading merchants who lived in Arabia.

A Reversal of Roles



9-10)“Proclaim this among the nations: Consecrate for war; stir up the mighty men. Let all the men of war draw 
near; let them come up. Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning hooks into spears; let the weak say, "I 
am a warrior.""

11-12)“Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, and gather yourselves there. Bring down your warriors, O 
LORD. Let the nations stir themselves up and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge all 
the surrounding nations."

In the same fashion that Israel has been called to a solemn assembly for consecration to God in repen-
tance, their enemies have been called to war by God.  Once again a mocking tone is given to those 
nations that gather against God’s people who in His presence are weak but they say “I am a warrior” - 
Psalm 2 asks:

In this Psalm which speaks to the return of Jesus to take His rightful place on David’s throne to rule the 
nations, God says the nations plot in vain!  According to Revelation 17 these nations are consolidated 
under 10 kings who unite with the beast to come up against the Lord:

So while Israel is a target of the nations, they believe they can ultimately target Jesus. This is what the 
battle of Armageddon is all about!  God’s response to this madness:
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Refocusing On The Nations

"Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying, "Let us burst their bonds apart and cast 
away their cords from us."" [Psa 2:1-3 ESV]

"And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they are to receive 
authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. These are of one mind, and they hand over their power 
and authority to the beast. They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of 
lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful."" [Rev 17:12-14 ESV]

"He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and 
terrify them in his fury, saying, "As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill." I will tell of the decree: The 
LORD said to me, "You are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your 
heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in 
pieces like a potter's vessel." Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD 
with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is 
quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him." [Psa 2:4-12 ESV]



Jesus said to Israel “you will not see me standing here again until you say “blessed is He Who comes in 
the name of the Lord” (Matt 23:39)

This is the same gathering of nations for judgment that Isaiah speaks of:

“Bring down your warriors…” - This is another reminder that behind the scenes God is at work to use 
the inclinations of mens hearts (good and bad) to accomplish His purposes. “Come up” - even though 
this arena is described as a valley, its elevation must be higher than the surrounding lands they have 
traversed to get there. Often times the term is used concerning Jerusalem; “go up to…” when speaking 
of travel from the North going to Jerusalem = geographical elevation not a direction.

While there is no known place called “the valley of Jehoshaphat”, this must be referring to Megiddo due 
to the exact tie into the judgment of God on the nations; the day of the Lord - the valley of “God will 
judge”.  Megiddo is an actual geographic location located at the SW end of the Carmel mountain range 
and bordering the Jezreel Valley. It is 22mi. long and 16mi. wide and sits around 70ft high.  Megiddo is 
referenced in Rev. 16 as the place of this gathering of nations for battle against the Lord:

"The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, to prepare the way 
for the kings from the east. And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast 
and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. For they are demonic spirits, performing 
signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the 
Almighty. ("Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that 
he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!") And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is 
called Armageddon." [Rev 16:12-16 ESV]
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The collective sin of man through the ages brings a reminder of the days of Noah, before the flood judg-
ment. While Peter reminds humanity that God once before destroyed the world in the flood, He will do 
it again, only this time with fire and eventually the total elimination of all created particles (2Pe 3).  The 
final judgment of God on man’s rebellion is often referred to as a fully ripe cluster of grapes, ready to be 
burst in the wine press (Isa 63:2; Lam 1:15; Rev 14:19,20; 19:15)
Isaiah describes this same wine press event: 

Here is how John describes this same event:
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13-14)“Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the winepress is full. The vats overflow, for their 
evil is great. Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of 
decision."

15-16) “The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining. The LORD roars from Zion, and 
utters his voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth quake. But the LORD is a refuge to his people, a 
stronghold to the people of Israel."

"Draw near, O nations, to hear, and give attention, O peoples! Let the earth hear, and all that fills it; the world, 
and all that comes from it. For the LORD is enraged against all the nations, and furious against all their host; he 
has devoted them to destruction, has given them over for slaughter. Their slain shall be cast out, and the stench 
of their corpses shall rise; the mountains shall flow with their blood. ... For the LORD has a day of vengeance, a 
year of recompense for the cause of Zion." [Isa 34:1-3, 8 ESV]

"Who is this who comes from Edom, With garments of glowing colors from Bozrah, This One who is majestic in 
His apparel, Marching in the greatness of His strength? "It is I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save." Why 
is Your apparel red, And Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press? "I have trodden the wine trough 
alone, And from the peoples there was no man with Me. I also trod them in My anger And trampled them in My 
wrath; And their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, And I stained all My raiment. "For the day of vengeance 
was in My heart, And My year of redemption has come. "I looked, and there was no one to help, And I was aston-
ished and there was no one to uphold; So My own arm brought salvation to Me, And My wrath upheld Me. "I 
trod down the peoples in My anger And made them drunk in My wrath, And I poured out their lifeblood on the 
earth."" [Isa 63:1-6 NASB]

"Then another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out from the altar; and he called with a loud voice 
to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Put in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the 
earth, because her grapes are ripe." So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered [the clusters from] 
the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God. And the wine press was 
trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two 
hundred miles." [Rev 14:18-20 NASB]
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