
What Must Take Place After This 
(Heaven Rejoices & the Second Coming of Christ) 

 
Text:  Revelation 19  
Main Idea:  After Babylon has been completely destroyed by God, heaven begins to rejoice 
with a hallelujah chorus, and then Christ gloriously appears to earth to completely destroy 
His enemies as a victorious King and set up His Kingdom on the earth!  
 
Revelation 18:20 is a call for heaven to rejoice, “Rejoice over [Babylon], O heaven, and you 
saints and apostles and prophets, for God has given judgment for you against [Babylon].”  
There are countless reasons to praise and thank God.  But among them rarely do we 
consider the praise and gratitude for God’s destruction of the wicked (see Deut 32:43, Ps 
48:11, 58:10-11, 96:11-13).  However, this is the scene of Revelation 19 as all of heaven 
rejoices and anticipates the return of the true King.  
 
The location of Revelation chapter 6-18 has primarily been on the earth describing the 
Tribulation, God’s “cataclysmic explosion of judgmental fury on the sinful world. That fury 
began to be poured out when the Lord Jesus Christ, the rightful heir to the universe 
received the title deed to the earth from His Father (5:1-14).  As he unrolled that scroll and 
broke its seven seals, terrifying judgments struck the earth.  The seal judgments were 
followed by the equally devastating trumpet and bowl judgments.  The particular target of 
God’s wrath was Antichrist’s worldwide, religious, political and economic empire, 
symbolized by its capital city of Babylon.  Babylon’s destruction was described in detail in 
chapters 17 and 18.  That destruction which caused dismay and mourning on earth (18:9-
11, 15-19) now brings joy to heaven.  With the devastation of its capital city, Antichrist’s 
empire was dealt a fatal blow.  The final destruction of the world’s forces will take place 
shortly at Armageddon (19:11-21).” (John MacArthur, Revelation 12-22, page 195)    
 
We should note that heaven’s rejoicing is not over the damnation of sinners.  Rather, 
heaven will rejoice over the vindication of those who were martyred & that history will 
finally reach its culmination as Jesus, the one true King, returns to the earth to set up His 
Kingdom on the earth.   
 
1. All of Heaven Rejoices. (v. 1-10) 
 

• Because full _____Salvation_____ has come. (v. 1).  
 
A new vision (“after these things”) is revealed after the 
destruction of Babylon and right before the return of 
Christ.  A multitude in heaven rejoices with a loud voice.  
Since the saints are encouraged to join in with the praise 
in v. 5-8, this multitude is most likely millions of holy 
_____angels________.  The multitude cries out “Hallelujah” 
which means “to praise” (halal) “God” (yah).  This word 
only appears 4 times in the New Testament, all of which 
are in this chapter (19:1, 3, 4, 6).  Interestingly, the first 
time this word is used in the Old Testament, it is also used 
as a praise unto God for His judgment on the wicked oppressors of His people (Ps 104:35).  



Heaven rejoices because “salvation and glory and power belong to our God.”  With the 
imminent return of Christ (v. 11), heaven acknowledges that God is the source of 
redemptive salvation and He alone deserves glory and has power. 
 

• Because God’s ____justice_____ has been meted out. (v. 2) 
 
Heaven also praises God because “His judgments are true and just.”  God was just in 
bringing judgment on the earth during the Tribulation.  God was just in vindicating the 
martyrs during the Tribulation (Rev 6:10).  While earthly judges may be unrighteous in 
their determinations, God is wholly righteous.   
 
Furthermore, the judgment that God meted out on Babylon was also just.  God “judged the 
great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the 
blood of his servants.”  Babylon is the great prostitute (17:1, 15-16), which is the 
Antichrist’s world system that seduced the unbelieving world to worship Satan and the 
Antichrist and corrupted the world with its immorality.  It was righteous for the Lord to 
avenge the blood of His servants (see Deut 32:42-43).  The Apostle Paul wrote to the 
Thessalonians that “God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and 
to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not 
know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 Thess 1:6-8).   
 

• Because _____rebellion____ has ended. (v. 3) 
 
Heaven rejoices because Babylon is finally destroyed and 
“the smoke from her goes up forever and ever.”  The 
judgment of God is over.  The Tribulation is over and 
history has come to its climax. While the ungodly mourn 
over the destruction of the city (chapter 18), heaven 
rejoices over the destruction of the last powerful empire in 
human history ending man’s day of false religion, worldly 
philosophy, injustice, & unrighteousness.    
 

• Because God is in ____control_____. (v. 4-6) 
 
Now in addition to the angelic chorus, the saints in heaven rejoice and praise God.  The 
twenty-four elders who are representatives of the raptured church along with the four 
living creatures who are cherubim, a high-ranking order of angels (see Ez 10:15) fall down 
and worship God.  And their cry is also Hallelujah.   
 
The other voice coming from the throne is possibly another angel calling another group to 
join in the worship.  He calls for God’s servants who fear him both small and great to give 
praise to God.  The redeemed from every category of life give praise to God.  And when they 
do it sounds like a “great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of 
mighty peals of thunder.”  And once again for a fourth time, they cry out Hallelujah!  This 
time adding the reason for their praise, “For the Lord our God, the Almighty reigns.”  God 
has proven Himself to reign as He destroyed Babylon and His Kingdom has now come in it’s 
fullness on the earth.  
 



• Because the _____marriage________ of the Lamb is Completed. (v. 7-10) 
 
A fifth reason now causes heaven to rejoice.  Heaven 
is ready to “give God the glory, for the marriage of 
the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself 
ready.” 
 
Understanding the symbolism of Jewish weddings.   
 
It is important to understand the marriage in the 
ancient biblical world because of the symbolism that 
it represents.  Wedding preparations and 
celebrations were much more elaborate and involved 
than our modern-day weddings and they lasted 
much longer.  There were essentially 3 distinct 
stages in ancient Jewish weddings: 
 
Betrothal:  The first stage consisted of the betrothal or engagement which was often 
arranged by both sets of parents making a contract for the marriage of their children.  This 
contract was binding and could only be broken by a divorce (Matt 1:18-19).  This contract 
was often signed early by the parents long before the children were ready.   
 
Presentation:  The second stage was a time of presentation, and a time of festivities right 
before the ceremony itself.  These festivities could last up to a week or even more 
depending on available money, and extent of family.   
 
Ceremony:  The third and most important part of the wedding was the ceremony itself, 
during which the vows were exchanged.  At the end of the presentation festivities, the 
groom and his attendants would go to the bride’s house and take her and her attendants to 
the ceremony.  Once the ceremony was complete, a meal would be celebrated followed by 
the consummation of the marriage.   
 
Understanding the Marriage of the Lamb: 
 
1) Who is the Groom?  The groom can only be one person, the Lord Jesus Christ.  In John 

3:29, John the Baptist identifies himself as not the Christ, but refers to Jesus as the 
“bridegroom” and himself as “the friend of the bridegroom who stands and hears him, 
rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice.” Jesus is clearly the bridegroom at the 
marriage of the Lamb.  Jesus calls himself the bridegroom in Matt 9:14-17.   

 
2) Who is the Bride?  This question is often 

debated.  Some believe that the bride is Israel 
because Israel is called God’s wife in Isaiah 54:5. 
The New Testament however, is clear that the 
bride is the _____Church_____.  Paul wrote in 2 Cor 
11:2, “For I am jealous for you with a godly 
jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so 
that to Christ I might present you as a pure 
virgin.”  The church’s betrothal contract was 



signed in eternity past when the Father promised the Son a redeemed people and wrote 
their names in the Book of Life.  Furthermore, Paul wrote that, “Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her 
by the washing of water with the word that He might present to Himself the church in 
all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy 
and blameless” (Eph 5:25-27).  Paul sums up his teaching about husbands and wives by 
saying “This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the Church.”  Those 
who believe on the Lord Jesus and are saved are automatically espoused or engaged to 
Christ.  This engagement will be finalized in marriage at the marriage of the Lamb. 
Revelation 19:7b-8 indicate that the Church will be prepared.  The preparation will be 
complete and the marriage of the Lamb will have come.  In preparation the bride has 
made herself ready.  Having been glorified and purified and spotless, this bride will be 
given “fine linen, bright and pure” which are given to the church to clothe her which 
represents the righteous acts of the saints.  At salvation the righteousness of Christ is 
imputed to them, but here in heaven the church is clothed with a righteousness of her 
own being glorified.  The church will be given a holiness that they have never known 
before (1 John 3:2, Rom 8:19-21) when they will “be like Him, because we will see Him 
just as He is.” 

 
Note:  The marriage of the Lamb is an event which involves Christ and the Church.  
According to Dan 12:1-3 & Is 26:19-21, the resurrection of Israel and the Old Testament 
saints will not take place until the second coming of Christ.  Also, Rev 20:4-6 makes it 
clear that tribulation saints will not be resurrected until that time as well.  Therefore, 
Old Testament saints and Tribulation saints will not be a position to participate in the 
marriage of the Lamb.  However, they will be raised in order to be guests at the wedding 
festival and enjoy all of the festivities of the glory of the Kingdom of God (see below). 

 
3) When will this marriage take place?  

The marriage between Christ and His 
Church must take place in 
__heaven_____.  The aorist verb “is 
come” signifies a completed act, 
showing us that the marriage has been 
consummated.  Revelation 19:7 
indicates that this ceremony will occur 
after the Tribulation is complete, just before the millennial reign of Christ. Since the 
Church must be cleansed before being presented to Christ (Eph 5), it is believed that the 
judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor 5) must first take place first which occurs during the 
Tribulation in heaven.  Once the raptured Church has received her rewards, she will be 
presented to Christ for the ceremony of marriage in heaven prior to Christ returning to 
earth to set up His Kingdom on earth for a thousand years.  “During the tribulation, the 
raptured church will be presented in heaven.  But at the end of those seven years of 
joyous fellowship and wonderful celebration, the time will come for the wedding 
ceremony, the marriage of the Lamb.  That final union of the Bridegroom and bride is 
marked by a great supper” (John MacArthur, Revelation 12-22, page 202).   

 
 
 
 



Summary of the Symbolism for the Church:   
 

• The Church’s betrothal was a contract signed in eternity past, when the Father 
promised His Son a redeemed people and wrote their names in the book of Life. 
 

• The Presentation of the Church to Christ will be at the rapture, making the present 
time a time of preparation (Jn 14:2-3) for His bride. 

 
• During the Tribulation, the Church will be presented in heaven.  During that time of 

7 years will be a time of great and joyous fellowship.  At the end of the 7 years the 
wedding ceremony will be complete and the marriage supper will be celebrated.   

  
4) What is the marriage supper of the Lamb?  The supper 

is distinct from the marriage ceremony and is a feast of 
celebration.  And no celebration would be complete 
without guests. Revelation 19:9 records the fourth of 
seven beatitudes (1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 20:6, 22:7, 14) in 
Revelation, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited 
to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  It is clear that the 
guests invited to the celebration are distinct from the 
bride herself.  So, who are these ____guests_________ who 
are invited to the celebration?  These guests represent all 
Old Testament believers.  Both Matthew 8:1 and Luke 
13:28 refer to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the prophets 
as being in the Kingdom.  Even John the Baptist refers to 
himself as a friend of the Bridegroom and will be there 
(John 3:29). Furthermore, Tribulation saints will also be 
guests.  Angels will not be guests because they have never 
experienced the redemption of the Lamb.  Since the 
marriage supper is an event that involves Israel it “takes 
place on the earth” (Pentecost, Things to Come, pg 227) 

 
It is important to remember that God sovereignly determined this plan.  Just as God 
sovereignly singled out Israel to be His covenant people, in the same way He 
sovereignly determined the Church to be His Son’s bride.  But we must remember that 
this is all imagery.  There will be no “second class” citizens in God’s Kingdom.   And all 
participants in the wedding enjoy the celebration.  All believers of all ages will enjoy the 
full glories of eternity as Revelation 21 reveals.   
 
But the inclusion of Israel at the festivities should also reminds us that God is going to 
restore Israel, His unfaithful and apostate wife of the Old Testament (Is 54:5-6).  
Though God has set aside Israel in the current age, His estrangement from her will not 
be permanent.  God will heal her apostacy according to Hosea 14:4. In the Kingdom, 
Israel will be restored and have a prominent place in the New Jerusalem (Rev 21:10-
14).   

 
v. 9b-10.  The eternal fellowship of God’s people with God is confirmed by the Angel, when 
he says to John in v. 9b – “These are the true words of God.”  Being overwhelmed John falls 
to his feet to worship the angel, to which the angel quickly and strongly rebukes him, 



saying “You must not do that!” Worship alone is reserved for God.  Angels are simply 
servants who serve believers (Heb 1:14).  The angel reminds John that what he has been 
given is “the testimony of Jesus” and this testimony is the “spirit of prophecy.”  This was a 
call to John to be faithful to the message of Jesus until the Kingdom comes.   
 
 
2. The Second Coming:  Jesus Returns to the earth to Conquer! (v. 11-21) 
 
Introduction:   
 
The “glorious appearing” 
of Christ (Tit 2:13) is not 
only the fulfillment of 
many prophecies, but the 
culmination of all of 
history.  Remember that 
the second coming of 
Christ is distinct from the 
rapture.  The rapture of the 
Church takes place before 
the Tribulation.  The rapture is the event when Christ comes for His saints (Jn 14:3, 1 Thess 
4:16-17).  At the second coming Jesus comes with His saints.  (see the distinctions below) 
 
 

The Rapture The Return of Christ (Second Coming) 
Christ comes in the air (1 Thess 4:16-17) Christ comes to earth (Zech 14:4, Rev 19:14) 
Christ comes for His saints (1 Thess 4:16-17) Christ comes with His saints (1 Thess 3:13, Jude 

1:14) 
Believers depart from the earth (1 Thess 4:16-17) Unbelievers are taken away (Matt 24:37-41) 
Christ claims His bride Christ comes with His bride 
Christ gathers His own (1 Thess 4:16-17) Angels gather the elect (Matt 24:31) 
Christ comes to reward (1 Thess 4:17) Christ comes to judge (Matt 25:31-46) 
Not in the Old Testament but is a mystery revealed 
in the New Testament (1 Cor 15:51) 

Predicted often in the Old Testament 

There are no dramatic signs.  It is imminent Foretold by many signs (Matt 24:4-29) 
It is a time of blessing and comfort (1 Thess 4:17-
18) 

It is a time of destruction & judgment (2 Thess 
2:8-12) 

Involves believers only (Jn 14:1-3, 1 Cor 15:51-55, 
1 Thess 4:13-18) 

Involves Israel & the Gentile nations (Matt 24:1-
25:46) 

Will occur in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
only His own will see Him (1 Cor 15:51-52) 

Will be visible to the entire world (Matt 24:27, 
Rev 1:7) 

Tribulation begins Millennium begins 
Christ comes as the bright morning star (Rev 
22:16) 

Christ comes as the Sun of Righteousness 
(Malachi 4:2) 

 
The problem with post-tribulation rapture: 
 
Thomas R. Edgar notes: “What can be the purpose for keeping a remnant alive through the 
tribulation so that some of the church survive and then take them out of their situation and 
make them the same as those who did not survive?  Why keep them for this?  [The] 
explanation that they provide an escort for Jesus does not hold up.  Raptured living saints 



will be exactly the same as resurrected dead saints.  Why cannot the dead believers fulfill 
this purpose?  Why keep a remnant alive [through the Tribulation], then rapture them and 
accomplish no more than by letting them die?  There is no purpose or accomplishment in 
[such] a rapture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With all the saints of all the ages past and the armies [of angels] in heaven available as 
escorts and the fact that [raptured] saints provide no different escort than if they had been 
killed, why permit the church to suffer immensely, most believers [to] be killed, and spare a 
few for rapture which has no apparent purpose, immediately before the [Tribulation] 
period ends?. . .Is this the promise?  You will suffer, be killed, but I will keep a few alive, and 
take them out just before the good times come.  Such reasoning, of course, calls for some 
explanation of the apparent lack of purpose for a post-tribulational rapture of any sort.”  
(Robert H. Gundry and Revelation 3:10, Grace Theological Journal 3 [Spring 1982]: 43-44.    
 
• Christ’s Appearance: Jesus doesn’t come humbly but rather as a conquering King. (v. 

11-13) 
 
The first time Jesus came mounted on a donkey in humiliation.  The second time he comes 
mightily.  Heaven now opens to let Jesus out and return to earth in his full glory and 
sovereignty.  Jesus predicted this day, “after the tribulation of those days” when the “sun 
will be darkened and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, 
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  And then the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son 
of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.  And hew ills end forth 
His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds 
from one end of the sky to the other” (Matthew 24:27-31). 
 
 
Where will Christ come when He comes?  
According to Zechariah’s prophecy (14:3-4), 
Christ will come to fight against the nations as 
when he fought in the day of battle.  “And his 
feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east 
and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the 
midst therefore toward the east and toward 
the west, and there shall be a very great valley, 
and half of the mountain shall be removed 
toward the north, and half of it toward the 
south.” The whole world will see Christ return 
to earth. 



1) He comes victoriously on a ______white______ horse.  A white horse symbolized the 
holy, spotless, unblemished character of the rider. Roman generals historically 
would ride through their cities in a triumphal procession on a white horse.  Whether 
this is a literal horse is debatable since the other images are certainly symbolism:  
crowns (v. 12), sharp sword (v. 15), rod of iron (v. 15), wine press (v. 15). 
 
 

2) He comes with the name, “Faithful & True.”  There is no greater name for Jesus.  
He alone always speaks the truth, and is faithful to His word.  (see Rev 3:14, 2 Cor 
1:20, Jn 8:45-56) 
 
 

3) He comes to judge & make ____war__________ in righteousness.  Because Jesus is 
holy he must react appropriately.  The first time he came as a savior, now he comes 
as a judge to wage war against His enemies.   He warned the church at Pergamum 
that they should repent lest he come with a sword and make war against them (Rev 
2:16).  All of those who refused to repent during the Tribulation (9:20-21, 16:9, 11) 
will now experience the very wrath of Jesus who has returned to destroy them and 
send them to hell.  This judgement of Jesus is nothing less than righteous.   
 
 

4) His eyes are a flame of fire:  His eyes of 
fire refer to his ability to penetrate and see 
all things (Heb 4:13).  When on the earth, he 
had gentle eyes and caring eyes.  But when 
he comes again he will bring eyes of 
righteous anger & the fire of judgment with 
him.   

 
 

5) His head is adorned with many diadems:  The crowns on Christ’s head indicate 
his authority and His sovereignty to rule the world.  Remember the whole theme of 
Revelation and the message of all of history is that Jesus will reign forever and ever 
(Rev 11:15).   
 
 

6) He has a name written which no one knows but himself:  It is futile to speculate 
since the text clearly says that only Christ knows the name himself.   
 
 

7) He is clothed with a robe dipped in _____blood______:  Rather than redemption 
blood, this blood represents a picture of judgment and a picture of the blood of 
Christ’s slaughtered enemies on his robe.  As the grapes are pressed out, the blood 
splatters onto His robe.  
 
 

8) His name is the Word of God:  Clearly this is none other than Jesus as the Word 
incarnate (Jn 1:1, 14, 1 Jn 1:1).   

 



• Christ’s Companions: Jesus comes with the armies of heaven. (v. 14) 
 
The armies of heaven consist of four 
groups:  1) angelic hosts (Matt 
25:31), 2) Old Testament saints who 
will be resurrected after the 
Tribulation (Dan 12:1-2), 3) the 
Church who are wearing fine linen 
and white and clean (Rev 19:7-8), and 
4) the resurrected Tribulation saints 
who also wear white robes (Rev 7:9).  
Once again, the horses may be literal, 
but are more likely symbolic like hell’s 
cavalry in 9:7.  These saints will not 
come to fight with Christ but rather to reign with Him (20:4-6, 1 Cor 6:2). 
 
 
• Christ’s Rule: Jesus will rule the nations as the King of Kings. (v. 15-16) 
 
Out of the mouth of Jesus will come judgment symbolized with the sharp sword coming out 
of his mouth.  Once his words were compassionate and brought comfort.  But now the 
words of His mouth are like a sword that bring judgment and death.  Christ alone will wield 
the sword and slay the wicked with simply His word!  And as He does, He will “strike down 
the nations and rule them with a rode of iron.  He will tread the winepress of the fury of the 
wrath of God the Almighty.”  At the very beginning of the return of Christ, Christ will rule 
the nations with a rod of iron just as Psalm 2:8-9 predict.  Every person living during the 
Tribulation will enter the millennial kingdom conforming to Christ’s rule.  As promised, 
those who overcame will be given authority also over the nations and rule with Christ with 
a rod of iron (Rev 2:26-27).  But initially, Christ will bring devastating judgment as He 
treads out the wine press of God’s fierce wrath.  This is a vivid picture of Christ stomping on 
his enemies and the blood splattering (see Rev 14:18-20, also Is 63:1-3, Joe 3:12-14).  
There will no longer be any mercy from God.  Unlike what so many say that God is always 
love, at this point the patience of God will be over and His judgment and wrath will be 
poured out on His enemies.  And the whole world will know that Jesus is the King of Kings 
and the Lord of Lords as Christ rules and wears this banner around His robe and on His 
thighs.     
 
 
Note:  Three glorious names are given to Christ in this passage:  1) the incomprehensible 
name (v. 12), the Word of God (v. 13), and the King of kings and Lord of lords (v. 16).  Jesus 
is truly the one who has absolute authority and is alone worthy to reign and establish His 
Kingdom on the earth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Christ’s Victory:  In the final battle of Armageddon, Jesus will effortlessly destroy the 
Antichrist & False prophet and their armies, feeding their flesh to the birds of the air.  
(v. 17-21)  

 
Once again, an angel makes a great 
announcement.  This time the angel 
announces the “great supper of God” (v. 17).  
The earth had been darkened due to the fifth 
bowl (16:10), but now the sun is visible 
again.  In the light of the sun, the angel cries 
out to all the birds which fly in midheaven 
inviting them to feed on the results of the 
carnage that will shortly ensue.  The angel is 
making a declaration of Christ’s inevitable 
victory which is about to come even before 
the battle is fought.   
 
When Christ comes, the battle of Armageddon will ensue. That brief but catastrophic Day 
will bring an unprecedented slaughter to the earth, where millions of dead bodies will be 
spread out over a 200-mile length (see Rev 14:20).  The _____birds________ then will be 
summoned to feast on the flesh of the dead, particularly the flesh of kings, captains, and 
mighty men, horses and riders and of all men (see Is 18:6, Jer 7:33, Ez 39:17-20).  
According to Ezekiel 39:12, even after the birds have gorged themselves, it will take seven 
months to bury the remaining corpses.  Jesus will destroy all of the haters and rebellious 
humanity left during the Tribulation.   
 
The Destruction of the Antichrist & False Prophet 
 
John next sees the beast which is the 
Antichrist (11:7, 13:1-8) coming against 
Christ with the kings of the earth and 
their armies making war against Jesus.  
The Antichrist and his ten-king 
confederation (17:12-14) will make a 
last stand against Christ with their huge 
army.  But Christ will capture the 
Antichrist and the false prophet.  These 
two demonically empowered political 
and religious leaders of the world will be instantaneously caught by Christ and thrown into 
the lake of fire, _______hell________ forever and ever.  The fact that these two will still be in 
the lake of fire after the thousand-year reign of Christ when Satan is also thrown into the 
lake of fire (Rev 20:10), is a great argument against the false doctrine of annihilationism, 
which teaches that hell is only temporary and not an eternal place of punishment.  The 
Antichrist and false prophet will be the first of millions of humans (20:15) and angels 
(25:41) to arrive into hell.  The whole army of the Antichrist will be “slain with the sword 
that came from the mouth” of Jesus.  The rest of the unbelieving world at that time will be 
judged immediately at the sheep and goat judgment (Matt 25:31-46).  Then all the birds of 
the air once again will be filled with the flesh of the enemies of Jesus Christ.   
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Session 20 - Revelation 19

“After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, 

"Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE 

TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with 

her immorality, and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-SERVANTS ON HER." 

And a second time they said, "Hallelujah! HER SMOKE RISES UP FOREVER AND EVER."”

“"Rejoice, O nations, with His people; For He will avenge the blood of His servants, And will render 

vengeance on His adversaries, And will atone for His land and His people."”     Deut 32:43 (NASB)

(19:1-3)

The Great Celebration in Heaven

Praise from the multitude

Once again John writes “after these things” indicated a change in focus. Chapters 17 and 18 

present the great harlot who, although has a grand finally in her final world religion and city, 

has represented all harlotry throughout the ages. John is now shown the reaction of the 

inhabitants of heaven as they witness her fall. “The great multitude” in verse 1 most likely is 

the same great multitude (7:9-17) who in the 5th seal (6:9-11) stand before the throne crying 

out “with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judg-

ing and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"”

Hallelujah (άλληλουϊά) specifically means “praise ye the Lord, hallelujah”. In the definition 

the word is also contained which represents the eternality of it’s utterance.  In celebration of 

God three specific attributes are highlighted by the multitude in light of the harlot’s demise:

Salvation - The phrase “God of salvation” of “salvation of God” or “God my salvation”; 

etc. shows up over 30 times in the Old Testament and over 13 times in the New. The 

word salvation shows up 156 times in scripture and always looks to what only the Lord 

will ultimately provide. As the multitude who have come out of the tribulation specifical-

ly by way of slaughter reflect on the harlot’s destruction, salvation is very specifically 

from the oppressive hand of all that the harlot represents.

Ultimately the whole of salvation is for the redeemed and encompasses deliverance not 

only from our enemies, but also from ourselves. But here it is specifically connected to 

His righteous judgement on the harlot for all of the evil, demonic deception that she 

casts over mankind, and the slaughter that she has brought to the saints.

Glory - There are many ways to see the glory of God but the multitude connect it to His 

right to avenge the blood of His saints as he promises to do:



Page 2

“Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "When I will raise up for David a righteous 

Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land. In 

His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell securely; And this is His name by which He will 

be called, 'The LORD our righteousness.'”                                                  Deut 32:43 (NASB)

“and he said to the sons of Israel, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'I brought Israel up 

from Egypt, and I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the power of all the 

kingdoms that were oppressing you.'”                                                  1Sam 10:18 (NASB)

“But the LORD, who brought you up from the land of Egypt with great power and with an 

outstretched arm, Him you shall fear, and to Him you shall bow yourselves down, and to Him you 

shall sacrifice.”                                                                                         2Ki 17:36 (NASB)

“Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, 

indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O LORD, and You 

exalt Yourself as head over all.”                                                                 2Cr 29:11 (NASB)

"Your right hand, O LORD, is majestic in power, Your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy.”                                          

Ex 15:6 (NASB)

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His 

shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince 

of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of 

David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From 

then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.”      Is 9:6-7 (NASB)

His glory is also connected with His righteous and true judgement. Nations aspire to 

have rulers and kings that will administer justice. But sinful man’s view of justice can be 

very jaded. Sometimes even the righteous who long for true justice even attach their 

hopes and dreams to who they can elect to power. It never takes long for those hopes 

and dreams to fail when the “system” never seems to deliver.

But this final judgement that brings the fall to the entire harlot Satanic system of sin and 

treachery can only come form God’s glory and will bring a real lasting righteous kingdom 

that is bathed in truth.

Power - Only the King of Kings and Lord of Lords will be able to accomplish such a 

permanent victory. It is by His power that He delivers His poeple:

Session 20 - Revelation 19
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“And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sits on 

the throne saying, "Amen. Hallelujah!"”

(19:4)

“And a voice came from the throne, saying, "Give praise to our God, all you His bond-servants, you 

who fear Him, the small and the great." Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude 

and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelu-

jah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.”

(19:5-6)

After the judgement is completed and the eternality of her destruction is in view, “hallelujah” 

is proclaimed again. The harlot system will never again be seen. But this eternal destruction 

will be applied to every unredeemed human being. Mark 9:48 describe this future reality as a 

place where the worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.

In Chapter 14 of Revelation the damned will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 

presence of the holy angels and the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment will go up forever 

and ever (vv10-11). The rebellion of man began in the Garden of Eden and will end at this 

moment when Jesus takes back dominion from the workers of iniquity and the god of this 

world.

Further support for the multitude alluding to those who came out of the Tribulation through 

martyrdom is given when we see the distinction made here by the 24 elders (whom many see 

as representing the church) and the four living creatures who surround the throne of God. 

The throne brings an immediate recognition of God’s authority and sovereignty. As they give 

an emphatic “Amen” in agreement with the proclamation of the multitude and cry out “halle-

lujah” in response to the display of God’s judgement.

The voice coming from the throne is that of an angel as he acknowledges “our God”. His 

bond-servants are human beings that serve Him out of love and adoration. While angels and 

heavenly creatures are servants as well, they are not “bond-servants” as they have not needed 

to be redeemed. Still as the awe of God is pondered by all who are in heaven just prior to His 

final return, there are none who are silent as they all produce a chorus like the sound of many 

waters and thunder.

Praise from the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures

Praise from the angels

“ ....The hand of our God is favorably disposed to all those who seek Him, but His power and His 

anger are against all those who forsake Him.”                                                   Ezr 8:22 (NASB)
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“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and 

His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright {and} 

clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.”

(19:7-8)

The Marriage of the Lamb

• Selection of the bride

• The “Ketubah” or betrothal

• The bridegroom departs to his fathers house

• The surprise gathering of the bride / “huppah” or wedding

• The consummation / testing of the bride

• The seven day celebration ending with the marriage feast or “wedding proper”

We have seen how throughout the Old Testament the Jews were given “models” or “types” to 

teach them prophecy. In our look at the rapture question we looked at one of the most 

important identifying features of the church; the bride. Israel is portrayed throughout the Old 

Testament as the wife of God (Isa. 54:5-6; 62:5; Jer31:32; Ezek 16:7-14; Hos 2:16,19).

Israel’s role as the wife of God will be more closely examined in the next chapter. As a refresher 

the Jewish wedding is very significant in our understanding of prophecy as it pertains to the 

church; God’s love gift to His Son. One type that portrays this is Abraham sending forth 

Eliezer, his servant, to take a bride for his only son of promise; Isaac. This type is fulfilled in 

the “mystery bride” for Christ; the Fathers Son. At a quick glance the stages of the marriage 

are as follows (ref. session 10 pg12):

Notice that in speaking of Christ’s bride the statement is made that “it was given to her” –  the 

righteousness that she is clothed with. As believers we are instantly justified through faith (Rm 

3:24, 28, 28; 5:1, 9; 8:30; 1Cor 6:11; Gal 2:16; 3:24; etc.), and are living out the righteous-

ness that we have been given through the power of the Holy Spirit (Philippians 2:12-13; Col 

1:29) and are being made ready for the final wedding celebration which will start with our 

initial gathering, continue with our consummation in heaven with the groom and then will 

have its fulfillment in the presentation of the Bridegroom and bride in the marriage feast at 

the beginning of the kingdom age.

The Lamb and His spotless bride

“Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."”

(19:9)

The invited guests

Session 20 - Revelation 19
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“ Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he *said to me, "Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of 

yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the 

spirit of prophecy.”

(19:7-10)

The invited guests in a wedding cannot be the bridegroom, the bride or the father. They 

include the groomsmen, the maidens (bridesmaids) and all of those that come to partake in 

the celebration upon the revealing of the bridegroom and the bride. They are the saints of 

the Old Testament including the patriarchs and the prophets and all of the faithful whom 

Daniel says will be resurrected at the beginning of the kingdom age.

John the baptist says of himself that he is a friend of the bridegroom (John 3:29). The saints 

from out of the tribulation, both glorified and living Jew and Gentile will be of the invited 

guests. Does this make the bride of Christ more loved by or preferred by the Lord? No, but 

the Lord does have the right (which He exercises) to design certain roles for each individual 

or “group” of individuals for His purposes. There will be very distinct roles established for 

the saints of God during the Millennium.

This is the 4th beatitude of Revelation (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 20:6; 22:7, 14) and blessed 

means “happy, joyous, satisfied and fulfilled”. Such will be the experience of all who are a 

part of the kingdom of God.

The holy angels don’t ever allow themselves to be worshipped. The angels that did not fall 

embrace the role that the Lord has given to them as he says to John “I am a fellow servant of 

yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus...”. The angels that fell rebelled 

against the image of a man on the throne of God (pre incarnate image of Jesus on the throne; 

Is 1) that they were shown prior to the creation of man. It is what the whole struggle on 

earth is all about; Satan and the fallen angels rejecting God’s order and lusting after their 

own power and glory.

Another very important statement is made by the angel here. He reinforces his denial of 

worship with the fact that only the “testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”. Although 

the Lord may convict us through the Holy Spirit on a matter, we are not given new prophecy 

wether it be by a voice, a person or apparition since we now have the complete Word of 

God. The gift of prophecy in a completed scripture context is to be able to preach what is 

prophesied in scripture with accuracy and conviction. The most important thing to remem-

ber is what the point of true prophecy is all about:

Awestruck worship

“But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have 

preached to you, he is to be accursed!  As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is 

preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!” Gal 1:8-9 (NASB)

Session 20 - Revelation 19
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“ And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, 

and in righteousness He judges and wages war. His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many 

diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. He is clothed with a 

robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.”

(19:11-13)

Unlike our immediate atmosphere and the great beyond of the universe, God’s dwelling 

cannot be reached in a matter of travel over time and distance, but it exists beyond the plane 

of our natural state; dimensions that mankind cannot experience in flesh and blood. Just as 

heaven was opened at the baptism of Christ (Mat 3:16-17), to Stephen the martyr (Acts 7:56) 

and to Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9), they have been opened in Revelation to let 

John “be there”at the time that the events he wrote down actually will take place.

The earth has seen the opening of the portals to the demonic realm that spews forth pure evil. 

In stark contrast the heavenly portals will be opened to reveal the kingdom of light and holi-

ness as the day of the Lord has now reached it’s final stage. The humble servant who rode into 

Jerusalem on a donkey, is the righteous King who now is returning on a brilliant white horse. 

John lays out a glorious description of the conquering Christ. He is:

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because 

many false prophets have gone out into the world.”                                            1Jhn 4:1 (NASB)

“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,

in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom 

also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 

nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, 

He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much better than the 

angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they. For to which of the angels did He ever 

say, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU"? And again, "I WILL BE A 

FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME"? And when He again brings the 

firstborn into the world, He says, "AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM."”                                           

Heb 1:1-6 (NASB)

The Return of the King

Faithful and true - Attributes that are not merely acts of Christ, but have their source in Him

(Rom 3:4; Jhn 1:14-17).

The judge and executioner - He who was executed by unrighteous men will, in righteousness,

judge all that is wicked. His robe is stained with the blood of His enemies (2Thes 1:7-10)

Eyes that are a flame of fire - Not a single soul will be able to escape his all - seeing eyes that

will be able to see into the deepest recesses of the soul (Heb 4:13).  

The King with many crowns - In stark contrast to the impostor who wore many crowns, Christ,

who wore a crown of thorns, is worthy of His crowns (Phil 2:1-11) and His kingdom won’t end.

The Word of God - The fullness of God is revealed in the person of Christ who not only speaks

the Word, but is the Living Word (Jhn 1:1-3, 14; 1Pe 1:17-25; Heb 4:12-13)

Session 20 - Revelation 19
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“And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white {and} clean, were following Him 

on white horses.
(19:14)

The Lords armies

The armies that accompany Christ are made up of the bride who is clothed in white (vv. 7,8), 

The martyred Tribulation saints (7:13) and the OT saints who now have their resurrected 

bodies (Dan 12:1-2; Jude 14). Holy angels will also be part of this army (Mat 25:31). The 

white horses symbolize the authority of Christ and the authority that He has given to His 

armies. The Lord, however, will not need an army to fight His battle (Is 63:1-6).

Session 20 - Revelation 19

“From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will 

rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  

And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 

LORDS."

(19:15-16)

The effectiveness of the Lords reign

By the Word of God the repentant are saved and the wicked are executed. Christ is able to 

subdue all of the wicked peoples of the earth, the antichrist and all nations along with Satan 

and his demons. This will not only include the battle of Armageddon, but the sheep and goat 

judgment from Matthew 25: 31-46. Christ will rule with “a rod of iron” which indicates the 

swiftness of justice during the millennium. Psalm 2: 8-9 also gives reference to this effective-

ness of rule.

“Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds 

which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great supper of God so that you may eat the flesh 

of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of 

those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great." 

And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against 

Him who sat on the horse and against His army. And the beast was seized, and with him the false 

prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the 

mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of 

fire which burns with brimstone. And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the 

mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh.”

(19:17-21)

The victory of the Lord

This is the final battle that marks the “Day of the Lord” which ends in the total execution of 

the wicked on earth. (Other references to this Day of the Lord include Ps 2:1-9, Is 66:15,16; 

Eze 39:1-4, 17-20; Joel 3:12-21; Mt 24,25; 2Thes 1:7-9; 2:8; Mt 25:31-46). As we will see in 

chapter 20, the lake of fire will be the final, eternal place of judgment for all of the wicked of 

all of the ages, including men, Satan, fallen angels and demons.  The final scene of disgrace 

for the unregenerate is that the birds will consume their slain bodies.
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