
Are we to sin because we are not under the law - Jesus claimed "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them" (Mat 5:17). In chapter 7 Paul states that the law is not 
sin, rather he “would not have come to know sin except through the law” (v.7). He calls the law our “schoolmaster 
which brings us unto Christ” (Gal 3:24) Who became a curse for us taking away the curse of the law. Since the 
law is good, the believer should love the law since it is God’s.

This perspective would completely deny the whole reality of what it means to be in Christ so naturally Paul 
answers again with by no means; the strongest negative in the Greek to speak to the absurdity of this logic. If 
we truly died to sin in Christ and now live with him, our allegiance has been completely transferred.

Do you not know... Paul begins to answer this incorrect line of thinking with a rhetorical question. The use of 
one of the most commonly known societal relationships of the time provides the perfect illustration for the 
reality of the believer vs. the unbeliever. Everyone would easily be able to understand the clear distinction.

As previously discussed, natural humanity is born dead in trespasses and sin; dead to the things of God but 
well alive, in fact, a slave to sin. As slaves to sin, there is no choice in the matter of whom the master is. Sin is 

In the beginning of chapter 6 Paul began by answering with the strongest negative in response to the idea that 
because God’s grace is demonstrated in redeeming sinners, sin should be pursued as a means of glorifying 
God’s grace. It is not our sin that magnifies God’s grace, rather it is His forgiveness that does. He then transi-
tioned into the reality of our new identity in Christ into Whom we were instantly baptized the moment we were 
born again. In Christ we are identified with His death as well as with His life.

It was in that moment on the cross that each child of God’s sin debt was being paid for through Jesus’s blood, 
and it’s power was also being taken away. Since we therefore died to sin in Christ, we are free to live to God 
just as Jesus lives to Him in heaven and now we no longer have sin as our master. Jesus moved God’s people 
out from under the reign of the law and it’s curse on sinners to under the grace of God who freely gives His 
people what they could never earn.

The next question raised in opposition to the gospel by the religious Jews was slightly different from the previ-
ous. The argument raised is “if God’s people don’t have the law as their master but are now under the grace 
of God, then why not sin as you please since the obligation has changed?”

Page 1

6:15)"What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!"

6:16)"Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom 
you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?"
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Born A Slave To Sin; Born Again A Slave To Righteousness



what all sinners obey.

Present yourselves - here is the action on behalf of each human being. On one hand the natural man sees the 
things of God as foolishness and can’t appraise them because they are spiritually appraised, yet sin is served 
willingly. Paul says they “suppress the truth” in unrighteousness (1:18). Every day, natural humanity presents 
itself willingly to sin even though they are slaves to it. The sinful nature compels the sinner to sin by either not 
doing the things that God commands or by doing the things He commands to not do.

Those who have been killed to sin as a master, have been moved by the Holy Spirit to willingly offer themselves 
over to the Master who is Jesus. It is His righteous character that a child of God has been made alive to and 
desires to serve. In Christ we are able to obey from a position of righteousness in order that our obedience 
leads to righteousness. The works of a believer that are for God’s glory are righteous and eventually we will 
made righteous in our new body so that all of our works continuously will be righteous.

It is important to realize that Paul is not allowing for the possibility of two masters for the believer, nor for the 
unbeliever; it is either one or the other. No one can “present themselves” as slave to God without being dead 
to the master of sin. John puts it this way:

This does not point to some smug, arrogant belief that we are perfect in our actions, rather we keep the com-
mandments by loving them or keeping them in our hearts. As the Holy Spirit has made us alive to the things 
of God, we come to know and love God’s Word which produces the walk that is in conformity to His light and 
the way He walked; in submission to the Father.
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It is impossible to have been granted genuine repentance and faith from God without the 
conviction of who your master is. Jesus said "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake will find it" (Mat 16:24-25). We are told to count the cost of discipleship and 
that “we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them” (Eph 2:10).

THE CHALLENGE FOR ALL BELIEVERS

"And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. Whoever says "I know him" 
but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly 
the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk 
in the same way in which he walked." (1Jo 2:3-6 ESV)



You who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart - he again reiterates the reality of the bond-
age that all unbelievers are under in sin and without God. Our heart of stone was replaced with a heart of flesh 
(Ezek 11:19; 36:26) and by the nature of the new heart, an affectionate obedience begins to define the life of 
a child of God.

The standard of teaching to which you were committed - the original indicates that God is pouring His children 
into “the mold” of His Word. Jesus said that “true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth” (Jhn 
4:23,24). This goes along with the presenting ourselves to the Master which is righteous. Unbelievers are 
molded by the world, but our hearts and minds have been presented to God both instantly and in the ongoing 
sense.

Human terms / natural limitations... Again Paul is reminding the reader here that spiritual realities are hard to 
grasp and the use of human icons and terminology helps to grasp these truths. In our modern minds, we see 
the bondage of slavery and it is negative. In the use of the imagery Paul is stressing the negative side of slavery 
when it comes to being naturally under its control. Yet the willingness side of his discussion speaks to the 
“bond servant” that was also a type of slave in Roman culture.

When a slave was no longer “owned” or indebted to his master, he could chose to “bond” himself to the mas-
ters service in exchange for being under the master’s care and provision. Of course this would be out of affec-
tion as well and these servants were actually seen as family. Paul speaks to this in writing to Titus:
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6:17-18)"But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the 
standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness."

6:19)"I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your mem-
bers as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to 
righteousness leading to sanctification."
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“Just as God’s grace operates only through a trusting heart, His righteousness operates only 
through an obedient heart”

MacArthur, John F.. Romans 1-8 MacArthur New Testament commentary pg. 346

"Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not argumenta-
tive, not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works." (Tit 2:9-14 
ESV)



Slaves to impurity and to lawlessness - the only possibly state of the unbeliever is impurity. No matter how noble 
the effort may seem to be in human terms, only lawlessness is served and increased without God. We often 
focus on the moral law of God (which no one can keep) yet fail to remember that God is deserving of and 
demands worship. Since the natural mind is dead and even hostile to the things of God, impurity and lawless-
ness are the definition of unbelievers.

Now present your members as slaves to righteousness - Again is stressed the reality for a believer who through the 
Holy Spirit has the power to not obey sin, but to actually pursue the mind of Christ. This is where God calls 
His children to do that He has given them the power to do. 

Even though we are free from the bonds and treachery of sin, we are not free agents in terms of being master-
less; rather we have a privilege which is also an obligation:

Slaves of sin / free in regard to righteousness - In the darkness of the dead soul, the righteousness of God has no 
bearing on the will. There can be no God honoring fruit that comes of that state. Paul is not simply speaking 
to the obvious, immoral acts that human beings commit toward each other, he is including all ways of life and 
pursuits, no matter how religious or humanitarian they are. He reminds the Philippians that he had many 
human achievements to boast in, yet all of those accomplishments outside of Christ he counted as “dung” 
from which he could yield no spiritual fruit. To follow those things to the end without Christ is to face eternal
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"But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person 
commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were 
bought with a price. So glorify God in your body." (1Co 6:17-20 ESV)

The command God gave to Pharaoh through Moses was to “Let my people go, that they may 
serve me in the wilderness.” In the typology, God wanted to take His people from bondage to 
Egypt and deliver them by bringing them completely out of the land in order that they may 
worship God. It wasn’t until they were out of bondage that God sought their “proper wor-
ship” of Him through the implementation of the law, the temple and the priesthood.

In Revelation the call goes out to those who become believers to come out of Babylon and 
we are told to not love the world, that while we are in it we are not to be of it. God has set 
His people apart from sin. Jesus came to set the captives free.

OT TYPOLOGY - ISRAEL HAD TO BE FREED TO WORSHIP

6:20-21)"For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But what fruit were you getting 
at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death."



death. As Paul has established already, being free from righteousness under slavery to sin doesn’t mean that 
individuals are innocent as he has already declared that they are “without excuse”. The freedom is from its 
mastery; its influence and guidance.

Set free from sin... slaves of God - In the great imagery of the Olive tree and its branches that Paul uses in chap-
ter 11 we see that the promises of God and His salvation have come through the nation of Israel. In order for 
the true oil and its fruit to be in each branch, they must be a part of the root (Jesus) from which life flows. Paul 
says that God removed the natural branches who were dead in reference to blood descendants of Abraham 
who were not alive through faith and therefore are ultimately purged from the root. As God has graciously 
fulfilled promises He made to Abraham as well as additional Old Testament prophecy, He has granted light 
to Gentile believers and brought what was once wild by nature into the natural root by grafting us in so that 
we can share in the promises given to the true Israel.

It is by this grafting in that we are set free from the root (or power) of sin as we have been “cut out” of that 
root and grafted into the root of eternal life which is the salvation of God in His Son. As such, with the Oil of 
God in us, Who is the Holy Spirit, we begin to bear the fruit that leads to sanctification. Paul contrasts the fruit 
of those outside of the Spirit with those who are of the Spirit in his letter to the Galatians:

Wages of sin is death - For all of humanity that has ever existed, exists now and will exist without the Lord, they 
will receive their due wages. No human being would be exempt from eternal death if the Lord had not inter-
vened by establishing the root of the free gift.

The free gift of God - Unlike wages, the gift is not earned, it is free. It has its origins in the heart and mind of 
God in order to display His mercy, grace and forgiveness. He has killed the deadly power of the old master that 
was over His people and placed them under the eternal life giving power of Jesus Christ Who is our Lord!
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"But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorali-
ty, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, 
drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become 
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another." (Gal 5:18-26 ESV)

6:22)"But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sancti-
fication and its end, eternal life."

6:23)"For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."

The Summary About The Two Families Of Humanity


